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By Walter Elliott 
 
SPEEDWAY, IN. - It is not 
known whether Alex Palou had 
attended any of Sunday morning's 
Indycar Ministry services here at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way but he may have heeded 
Scriptural advice while winning 
that afternoon's 109 Running of 
the Indianapolis 500 presented by 
Gainbridge. 

It is written in Ecc. 9:11 that 
the race does not always go to the 
swift: instead, time and chance 
happen to all of them. 

Palou and his Chip Ganassi 
Racing No. 10 DHL Dallara-
Honda came from sixth starting 
place to become Sunday after-
noon's 14th and last race leader. 

The defending NTT Indycar 
Series champion ousted then-
leader Marcus Ericsson on 
Indycar champ lap 187. He then 
used the two lapped cars ahead of 
him to build a .6822 sec. victory 
margin after 200 laps under 
checkered and yellow flags. 

The three-time Indycar 
champ's 16th career victory is his 
first in the 500 and his first on an 
oval speedway. He has won his 
fifth race out of six run this sea-
son - a performance unseen since 
when AJ Foyt went on to win the 
1979 USAC Indycar season. 

"If you have to win your first 
oval race, here's the place to do 
it," said the first Spaniard to win 
the 500. "I've said that my career 
wouldn't be complete without 
winning here." 

"I knew Alex was special 
when I hired him; he and the 
team communicate well," said 
team owner Chip Ganassi. "Now 
you have to put him up there with 
the other greats who drove for 
me: Scott Dixon, Juan Montoya, 
Dario Franchitti, Alex Zanardi 
and Jimmy Vasser." 

Palou, as of press time, is 
shifting from his whirlwind me-
dia tour and preparing for next 
weekend's Detroit GP street race. 
He was whisked that Sunday 
night - in uniform wearing the 
victory wreath and holding his 
victory milk bottle in one hand - 
to the NBA Indiana Pacers-New 
York Knicks playoff intermission 
at the Gainbridge Arena. 

Palou, in a suit picked up a 
record $3.8 million winner's share 
Monday night at the victory cele-
bration. He and the 32 other start-
ing drivers were present to divide 
a record $20 million purse. 

Ericsson, sixth place finish-
er Kyle Kirkwood and 12th place 
finisher Callum Ilott were more 
than grinning and bearing their 
chagrin. Indycar officials over-
night had demoted them to 31st-
33rd places and their crew chiefs 
fined $100,000. 

IMS and Indycar President J. 
Douglas Boles said that post-race 
technical inspectors found 
"unauthorized modifications" to 
Engine Management System co-
vers on Ericsson and Kirkwood's 
cars. Ilott's car was found to have 
one of its front wing end plates 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Hello Readers, 
 
If a politician is visiting your 

area, would you call him/her a 
people’s person? I will not judge 
them by their visits. I will judge 
a politician by his/her previous 
work. Some politicians act like 
they are very close to the com-
munity, and as soon as they get 
elected, they act only for their 
family and friends. So, we all 
have to be careful who we elect. 
The main goal for an elected 
official should be to help the 
people and make laws which 
help the people, not helping 
family and friends. 

$60 for one (1) year 
Send your name, address and check or money order to: 
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politics and listen to the powerful 
party bosses without thinking 
about the people are wrong. 
Watch and listen to the candi-
dates, and then decide and vote. 

The Trump administration 
has cancelled or stopped $2.2 
billion in grants to the most pow-
erful and oldest institute, Har-
vard University, in the US, for 
not complying with demands to 
limit activism and changes to 
academic programs. Also, the 
Trump administration is asking 
all government agencies to termi-
nate any outstanding contracts or 
programs not fulfilled yet with 
Harvard to redirect to other insti-
tutions. This amounts to over 
$100 million. 

I don’t know where the world 
is going, but Trump should not 
have a vendetta against one indi-
vidual institution. Also, Harvard, 
one of the most powerful institu-
tions in the world, should be able 

to foot some of the bill for for-
eign students, with its massive 
endowment of money. 

California (The California 
Interscholastic Federation) is al-
lowing LGBTQ in their states for 
more “biological female” ath-
letes to participate in the champi-
onship meet this weekend after 
the Trump administration an-
nounced it would restrict 
LGBTQ females in the competi-
tion. It will be very interesting to 
wait for the result between the 
two giants. I think it is changing 
the world and it’s becoming 
three genders (Male, Female and 
LGBTQ) and I think it is okay 
too. Like we are accepting new 
traditions in society, why not 
three gender rules?  

 
Have a wonderful week. 

 
I’ll talk to you next week. 

There are hundreds of laws 
which are not useful, but they 
will not rescind them. I think any 
law not used for a certain period 
of time, five years or ten years, 
should be rescinded. So, in the 
future, the officials or the police 
department will not take ad-
vantage of citizens who are una-
ware the law even exists. As you 
all know, many of the elected 
officials do not have a basic 
knowledge of our laws, but they 
are very good orators and very 
good at pleasing lobbyists. 

By controlling the majority 
of the elected officials, lobbyists 
can swing the laws (with new 
resolutions) and benefits to them-
selves or their relatives or 
friends. Many laws are made af-
ter an incident happens. I think it 
is good that after the incident 
they look carefully and protect 
for the future. But the elected 
officials who waste their time in 
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TRENTON - The United States 
Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) and the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture’s 
(NJDA) Division of Animal 
Health have confirmed a new 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influ-
enza (HPAI) poultry case in an 
Essex County live bird market 
(city / town not released). The 
disease response is being coordi-
nated between State and Federal 
partners. 

The risk of HPAI to the gen-
eral public remains low, and no 
live poultry were sold to the 
public that may have been in-
fected. HPAI is highly conta-
gious and often fatal in domestic 
poultry species. 

State and Federal partners 
are taking prompt action to pre-
vent the spread of disease. De-
population of nearly 123 birds is 
underway at the market. After 
cleaning and disinfection, the 
market will remain temporarily 
closed for a prescribed period 
before the quarantine is lifted 
and they are restocked. 

Individuals working in the 
markets are being assessed for 
exposures and will be monitored 
for symptoms by the local health 
department and New Jersey De-
partment of Health. If any of the 
exposed individuals develop 
compatible symptoms, they will 
be evaluated for HPAI immedi-
ately. 

Poultry owners, industry 
workers, and the general public 
are reminded to take precaution-
ary measures to ensure the 
maintenance of a healthy flock. 

HPAI poses a low risk to the 
general public and human infec-
tions have most often occurred 
after close or lengthy unprotect-
ed contact (such as not wearing 
gloves, respiratory protection, or 
eye protections) with infected 
birds or dairy cattle, or with 
places that the infected birds or 
animals have touched. No in-
stances of sustained human-to-
human transmission have been 
observed. Properly cooked poul-
try and eggs to at least 165 de-
grees Fahrenheit are also consid-
ered safe to eat. 

Individuals who have had 

that is changed regularly are 
other measures that can be 
used. 

• Minimizing the number of 
people who visit the birds. 

• Avoiding sharing equipment 
with other flocks and using 
appropriate disinfectants for 
equipment that must come 
onto a farm. 

• PPE is available at each 
county’s Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension Office. The county 
office contact information 
can be found at https://
njaes.rutgers.edu/county/. 
 
HPAI is a reportable disease. 

Any individual who gains 
knowledge or suspects the exist-
ence of the disease in poultry/
birds should notify this office 
without delay. Deceased birds 
suspected of having Avian Influ-
enza should be double-bagged 
and stored appropriately for test-
ing. Do not expose dead poultry 
to the environment, other poultry, 
or wildlife/wild birds. Wash your 
hands after handling sick or dead 
birds. 

If you suspect HPAI in live-
stock, please alert the New Jersey 
Department of Agriculture, Divi-
sion of Animal Health at 609-671
-6400. 

If you suspect HPAI in a hu-
man, contact the local health de-
partment. Local health depart-
ment information can be found at 
www.localhealth.nj.gov. 

For additional information 

about the disease and outreach 
materials, go to:  

 
• https://www.nj.gov/H5N1/ 
• https://www.nj.gov/

agriculture/divisions/ah/ 
• https://www.aphis.usda.gov/

aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/
animal-disease-information/
avian/avian-influenza/ai 
 

Multiple Agencies Continue to 
Monitor HPAI in Wild Bird 
Populations 

 
Multiple state and federal 

agencies continue to monitor the 
recent outbreak of wild birth 
deaths in various parts of the 
state attributable to avian influen-
za; however, the state is seeing a 
downward trend in both individu-
als reported and suspected cases. 
The resurgence began in Decem-
ber and is believed to have im-
pacted various species of wild 
birds in all counties, including 
but not limited to waterfowl, rap-
tors, and scavenger birds. 

The New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection Fish 
& Wildlife and the USDA’s Ani-
mal Plant and Health Inspection 
Service continues to work with 
local officials, providing guid-
ance on safe removal and dispos-
al of dead birds in the wild sus-
pected of having avian influenza. 
At this time, it is unlikely that 
every bird will be tested for avian 
influenza. In most cases, officials 

(Continued on page 13) 

close, unprotected contact with 
infected birds should monitor 
themselves for symptoms for 10 
days following their last expo-
sure. Symptoms may include 
fever, respiratory signs (cough, 
sore throat, difficulty breathing) 
eye redness or irritation, head-
aches, muscle or body aches, and 
diarrhea. If symptoms develop, 
individuals should seek 
healthcare and notify their 
healthcare provider of the poten-
tial exposure. 

HPAI is highly contagious 
and often fatal in domestic poul-
try species. According to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the recent HPAI 
detections in birds do not present 
an immediate public health con-
cern. 

Signs of HPAI in poultry can 
include:  

 
• Sudden death 
• Decrease in feed or water 

consumption 
• Respiratory signs such as 

coughing, sneezing, nasal 
discharge 

• Swelling around the eyes 
• Open-mouth breathing 
• Darkening of the comb/

wattles 
• Reddening of the shanks or 

feet 
• Decreased egg production 
• Lethargy 

 
HPAI spreads through con-

tact with bodily secretions, in-
cluding feces, ocular, nasal, or 
oral secretions from infected 
birds. The virus can spread on 
vehicles, equipment, shoes, etc. 
Practicing good biosecurity can 
help prevent the spread of HPAI 
onto a farm. 

Those biosecurity practices 
include: 

 
• Eliminating exposure of do-

mestic birds to wild birds. 
Minimizing standing water 
and extra feed in the environ-
ment that might attract wild 
birds. 

• Avoiding contact with other 
poultry. 

• Keeping a specific set of 
shoes and clothing for tend-
ing to poultry. Disposable 
boot covers or a foot bath 

Photo CDC 
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UNITED STATES 

DOJ SUES FOUR NJ 
SANCTUARY CITIES                                                             
 
After years of being able to 

address migrants in the way they 
choose, four cities in New Jersey 
are now facing pushback from 
Washington. 

On May 22, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice filed a lawsuit 
against the cities of Newark, Jer-
sey City, Paterson and Hoboken 
for proclaiming themselves as 
“sanctuary cities,” in which they 
would not take action against 
individuals who are not legal 
residents of the country. The 
first three in that list represent 
the largest cities in the state. 

The DOJ is making the case 
under the idea that sanctuary city 
policies present an unconstitu-
tional violation of the U.S. Con-
stitution’s supremacy clause, in 
which federal law supersedes 
state law. Details about the 
breadth and width of the suit are 
sparse as, upon deadline, the 
Trump Administration has not 
issued a press release detailing 
the matter. 

“The lawsuit against Newark 
is absurd. We are not standing in 
the way of public safety. We are 
upholding the Constitution, 
providing oversight, and follow-
ing the laws and guidelines of 
the State of New Jersey. Nothing 
in our policies prevents law en-
forcement from doing their jobs. 
What we refuse to do is turn our 
city into an arm of federal immi-
gration enforcement, which the 
courts have already ruled is not 
our role,” Mayor Ras J. Baraka 
said regarding the Department of 

Justice Lawsuit. 
“The comments about safety 

are not only offensive, they are 
lies meant to create political 
scapegoats. Immigrants are far 
more likely to be victims of 
crimes than perpetrators, and 
there is no evidence whatsoever 
that sanctuary policies make 
communities less safe. In fact, 
the opposite is true - we have 
reduced homicides by 61 percent 
since I became Mayor. So our 
policies aren’t just legal, they’re 
working. 

“When people are not living 
in fear, they are more likely to 
report crimes, access healthcare, 
and engage with the institutions 
meant to protect them. That 
makes all of us safer. 

“We will continue to do what 
we have always done, protect the 
rights of all our residents, stand 
on constitutional ground, and 
reject fear-based politics that 
divide communities rather than 
strengthen them.” 

Meanwhile, Jersey City 
Mayor Steven Fulop also chimed 
in, posting on X (fka Twitter), 
“Jersey City gets sued for being 
a sanctuary city - I guess MAGA 
ran out of conspiracy theories for 
the week. Here is the truth: Jer-
sey City’s policies protect fami-
lies, reflect our values and have 
led to record low crime rates. As 
governor, I won’t be bullied. 
We’ll fight - and win.” 

Hoboken Mayor Ravi Bhalla 
gave his take, posting on the 
platform, “The Trump admin-
istration is suing Hoboken (and 
Jersey City/Paterson/Newark) 
for our declaration as a ‘Fair and 
Welcoming’ city.  

“Make no mistake about it - 
Hoboken will never aid Donald 
Trump’s inhumane treatment of 
law abiding immigrants & resi-
dents. We will not back down.”  

 
MASS SHOOTING UPDATE  
 
Information from 5-27-2025 
 
2025 Mass Shooting Stats: 
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker, 
https://www.massshooti ngtrack-
er.site/data/?year=2025) 
 
• Total Mass Shootings: 150 
• Total Dead: 200 
• Total Wounded: 593 
• Shootings Per Day: 1.02 
• Days Reached in Year 2025 

as of noon May 27: 147 

MIDDLE EAST 

HEALTH SYSTEM IN 
DANGER OF COLLAPSE                                                          

 
WHO - Israel’s intensified mili-
tary operations continue to 
threaten an already weakened 
health system, amidst worsening 
mass population displacement 
and acute shortages of food, wa-
ter, medical supplies, fuel and 
shelter.  

Four major hospitals in Gaza 
(Kamal Adwan Hospital, Indo-
nesia Hospital, Hamad Hospital 
for Rehabilitation and Prosthet-
ics, and European Gaza Hospi-
tal) have had to suspend medical 
services in the past week due to 
their proximity to hostilities or 
evacuation zones, and attacks. 
WHO has recorded 28 attacks on 
health care in Gaza during this 
period and 697 attacks since Oc-
tober 2023. 

Only 19 of Gaza Strip’s 36 
hospitals remain operational, 
including one hospital providing 
basic care for the remaining pa-
tients still inside the hospital, 
and are struggling under severe 
supply shortages, lack of health 
workers, persistent insecurity, 
and a surge of casualties, all 
while staff work in impossible 
conditions. Of the 19 hospitals, 
12 provide a variety of health 
services, while the rest are only 
able to provide basic emergency 
care. At least 94% of all hospi-
tals in the Gaza Strip are dam-
aged or destroyed. 

The increased hostilities and 
new evacuation orders issued 
across northern and southern Ga-
za in the past two days threaten 
to push even more health facili-
ties out of service. This includes 
1 hospital, 11 primary care cen-
ters, and 13 medical points with-
in the evacuation zones, and an 
additional 5 hospitals, 1 field 
hospital, 9 primary care centers, 
and 23 medical points within 
1000 meters of those zones. 

North Gaza has been 
stripped of nearly all health care. 
Al-Awda Hospital is only mini-
mally functional, serving as a 
trauma stabilization point. It fac-
es an imminent risk of closure 
due to ongoing insecurity and 
restricted access. The hospital’s 
third floor was reportedly at-

tacked on May 21, injuring a 
staff member. Hostilities in the 
area also damaged the water tank 
and pipeline. 

On May 22, the hospital was 
attacked again. The third and 
fourth floors were reportedly hit, 
injuring two health workers. Pa-
tient triage tents, including one 
provided by WHO, caught fire, 
which also burned all medical 
supplies in the warehouse and 
destroyed vehicles in the base-
ment. A WHO mission attempt-
ing to reach the hospital today 
was impeded. 

The Indonesian Hospital is 
out of service due to continued 
military presence since 18 May, 
making it inaccessible. On May 
21, a WHO mission to the hospi-
tal was forced to abort due to the 
security situation after waiting 
nearly four hours for clearance 
to proceed. WHO team had 
planned to deliver food and wa-
ter to patients, assess their condi-
tions, and identify critical equip-
ment for transfer. WHO tried to 
reach the hospital again today, 
but the mission was impeded. 

Kamal Adwan Hospital, 
which had the only center to 
treat patients with severe acute 
malnutrition in North Gaza, went 
out of service on May 20 after 
intense hostilities in its vicinity, 
forcing patients to evacuate or be 
discharged prematurely. 

In southern Gaza, Nasser 
Medical Complex, Al-Amal, and 
Al-Aqsa hospitals are over-
whelmed by a surge of injured 
people, worsened by a new wave 
of displacement to Deir al Balah 
and Khan Younis. The European 
Gaza Hospital remains out of 
service following an attack on 
May 13, cutting off vital services 
including neurosurgery, cardiac 
care, and cancer treatment - all 
unavailable elsewhere in Gaza. 

Currently, across the Gaza 
Strip, only 2000 hospital beds 
remain available, for a popula-
tion of over 2 million people, 
grossly insufficient to meet the 
current needs. Of these, at least 
40 beds are at risk of being lost 
as they are in hospitals within 
newly declared evacuation 
zones, while an additional 850 
could be lost if conditions deteri-
orate at facilities near these 
zones. 

Continued hostilities and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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military presence inhibit patients from ac-
cessing care, obstruct staff from providing 
care, and prevent WHO and partners from 
resupplying hospitals. 

With each hospital forced out of ser-
vice, patients lose access to health care, 
and WHO and partners’ efforts, to sustain 
Gaza’s health system are undone. The de-
struction is systematic. Hospitals are reha-
bilitated and resupplied, only to be exposed 
to hostilities or attacked again. This de-
structive cycle must end. 

Amid constant fear and insecurity, 
health workers, including those from na-
tional and international emergency medical 
teams, continue delivering urgent care in 
Gaza. WHO salutes their courage and com-
mitment. 

WHO calls for the active protection of 
health care. Hospitals must never be milita-
rized or targeted.  

 
UNITED KINGDOM 

ANIMAL RIGHTS  
OVERHAULED                                                             

 
A major update was issued in rules for 

keeping animals in zoos, as the UK gov-
ernment has introduced new standards 
which will ensure the UK’s famous zoos 
remain global leaders in the zoo industry. 

Larger habitat enclosures for elephants, 
better training for staff to handle exotic 
animals, and improved public safety 
measures will be required as part of the 
new Standards of Modern Zoo Practice for 
Great Britain, published Saturday May 
24th. 

For the first time in over a decade, the 
rules protecting Great Britain’s most loved 
zoo animals such as the majestic snowy 
owl and golden eagle, iconic elephants, and 
wonders of the sea like sting rays and octo-
pus will be modernized to reflect the very 
latest in zoo best practice: 

 
• Larger habitats will be introduced for 

elephants to better replicate the large 
territories elephants naturally inhabit. 

• The practice of tethering birds of prey 
as a method of long term accommoda-
tion will be phased out, with a shift to 
large aviary enclosures. 

• Aquariums will no longer be allowed to 
let visitors touch fish and cephalopods - 
creatures such as ray and octopus are 
highly intelligent animals and handling 
causes them stress.    
 

WORLD NEWS (Cont. from page 6) 

Animal Welfare Minister, Baroness Hay-
man said, “We are a nation of animal lovers, 
and our best zoos and aquariums are truly 
world leaders in setting the standard for how 
wild animals should be kept. 

“Today’s long-overdue reforms lay the 
foundation for an even stronger, even more 
compassionate future for all zoos and aquari-
ums - and the animals they protect.  This is 
the first step as part of our commitment to 
deliver the most ambitious animal welfare 
reforms in a generation. 

“We’re making sure all sectors have the 
tools they need thrive, which is vital in our 
mission to deliver economic growth and make 
lives better for people across the country un-
der our Plan for Change.” 

Cam Whitnall, Managing Director of The 
Big Cat Sanctuary and star of CBBC’s One 
Zoo Three, said, “For too long, zoos have 
been misunderstood as places of entertain-
ment, but these new standards make it unmis-
takably clear: modern, good zoos put wildlife 

(Continued on page 11) 
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NEWARK - Among the five 
individuals and a men’s basket-
ball team honored here at the 
inaugural Essex County College 
Wolverine Athletic Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony May 9 was a 
recently deceased public official. 

Former Mayor and State 
Senator Sharpe James, who later 
died May 12, was honored for 
being ECC's first athletic direc-
tor in 1968. The three-letter 
South Side/Malcolm X. Shabazz 
High School scholar-athlete 
played for and graduated from 
the now-Montclair State Univer-
sity with a degree in physical 
education. 

The ceremony was held in 
the late Cleo Hill, Sr. Physical 
Education Building gymnasium. 
The former collegiate and pro-
fessional basketball player was 
one of AD James' first hires as a 
basketball coach, who went on to 
a coaching career at Winston-
Salem (N.C.) State, died at his 
Orange home in 2016. 

ECC's 1974-75 men's basket-
ball team were inducted for set-
ting national community and 
junior college scoring records. 
Hill and James had to arrange 
practice times for them at the 
YM/WCA and city high schools. 

Russell Rogers, now 86, 
hired as track and field coach in 
1969, became the first African 
American national coach of the 
year five times in 1971-78. 

Kerron Stewart, Melanie 
Walker and Novlene Williams-
Mills - all Olympic medalists - 
were also enshrined for their 
ECC and later achievements. 

IRVINGTON - A township 
man, already detained for a pa-
role violation, was charged by 
Maplewood police March 15, in 
the shooting of a fellow Irvingto-
nian along their Jacoby Street 
May 31, 2024. 

The Maplewood Police De-
partment, in their May 20, 2025 
release, said that Jerry Menard, 
25, has been charged on two 
counts of aggravated assault with 
a firearm, criminal mischief and 
related weapons offenses. 

The charges were made on 
Menard while he was - and still 
is - detained at an unnamed state 
prison. Menard was taken to that 
jail on a parole violation July 31. 

MPD did not say how they 
had linked Menard to the 1130 
p.m. shooting of another Irving-
ton man along Jacoby Street, by 
Brown Street, May 31, 2024. 
That is where responding police 
and South Essex Fire Depart-
ment EMS medics found a man 
lying on the street suffering from 
"multiple gunshot wounds." The 
residential location is about a 15-
minute walk northwest of the 
Irvington border. 

The 24-year-old victim was 
treated at the scene and was ad-
mitted to "a local hospital in sta-
ble condition." 

 
EAST ORANGE - The 

city's teachers union and public 
school district - after three years' 
negotiation and a budget deficit-
induced round of layoffs - have a 
new labor contract. 

Members of the East Orange 
Education Association voted by 
a 5-to-1 ratio May 15 to approve 
a new labor contract spanning 
Sept. 1, 2. 2022 - Aug. 31, 2027.  
473 voted "Yes" and 86 "No." 

The collective bargaining 
agreement covers the first three 
years' salaries already paid out 
but without any pay grade step-
ups. 

2022-23 salaries will be 
boosted two percent, payable by 
EOSD on June 30, 2025. 23-24 
wages be hiked 2.25 percent, 
payable on July 15. 24-25 
paychecks are to be upped 2.75, 
payable Sept. 1. 

The 2025-26 paychecks will 
rise four percent, payable on 
Sept. 1, 2026 - with a one-step 
upgrade. The last year, 2026-27 
features a two-step upgrade and 
another four percent pay hike. 

The district had honored 
EOEA contract that had expired 
on Aug. 31, 2022 while talks 

continued. A $25 million EOSD 
2024-25 budget shortfall, discov-
ered Sept. 15, resulted in laying 
off or demoting 93 teachers and 
other union members. 

 
ORANGE - Metcalf Park is 

midway through a May 16-June 
30 closure for its latest round of 
renovations. 

Mayor Dwayne Warren and 
work involves the DPW, in their 
May 15 handbill and online no-
tice, said that the South Ward 
park between Chestnut and Val-
ley streets is closed for 
"Construction and Environmen-
tal Remediation." 

It appears that some of the 
work involves "The Baseball 
Field," going by the city's Face-
book page. There is a nine-point 
outline of the work underway, 
including requiring the field's 
size to "proper dimensions" and 
the application of sod and other 
specialized earth for e infield 
and outfield. 

The question asked by neigh-
bors is, “are you doing one or 
both baseball diamonds?” 

Friends of Metcalf Park start-
ed a Moveon.com petition to 
have one of the two diamonds 
replaced by space for alternative 
use: soccer, Frisbee, cricket and 
the like. The petitioners cite the 
changing demographics of the 
neighborhood for the change. 

The city used a $481,500 
DEP Green Acres grant in 2023 
to revamp the basketball courts 
and install a dog part "at com-
munity request." 

 
WEST ORANGE - About 

the only clear activity here at 
Mount Pleasant Plaza is that at 
least two stores will be leaving 
by Sept. 1. 

No Limit Martial Arts is 
moving uphill to 1001 Mt. Pleas-
ant Ave. The Metropolitan Plant 
Exchange is leaving Aug. 30. 
Loyal customers are left to travel 
to sister stores in Closter, Fort 
Lee or Paramus. 

There are secondary sources 
who say that their space will be 
filled by Trader Joe's. A Trader 
Joe's spokesman confirmed that 
his company is looking at West 
Orange but not an address. Their 
nearest stores are in Millburn 
and Florham Park. 

455-471 Mt. Pleasant started 
life as a Mid-20th Century A&P 
supermarket. A&P was building 
Colonial-styled supermarkets 
with parking lots. 

SOUTH ORANGE / 
MAPLEWOOD - Paper in 
Plane Coffee of Montclair, who 
has a bar is South Orange's Baird 
Center since last year, is advanc-
ing further south to Maplewood's 
Jefferson Center. 

Jonanthan Echeverrry an-
nounced that he has the keys to 
the former Nelson's Garage at 
145 Dunnell Rd., May 18 and 
intends to start opening the cen-
tury-old building in phases by 
the end of summer. 

'It has over 7,000 square feet 
of space, so we can open in stag-
es," Echeverry told a reporter 
May 20. "We can open the 
front for grab-and-go fare." 

"The front" was the custom-
er lobby where Nelson's pa-
trons would explain their auto-
motive problems, make appoint-
ments and wait while Dave Ger-
main and his two mechanics per-
formed their maintenance and/or 
repairs. 

Germain ended Nelson's 100
-year run Nov. 30. He said that 
he could not cut back on hours 
and make the monthly rent. Ech-
everry intends to honor Nelson's 
with automotive-theme decora-
tion. Paper Plane's latest outpost 
may have some ready customers 
given that the Maplewood Con-
cierge, in its various forms, 
closed its Maplewood Station 
stand last year. 

 
BLOOMFIELD - When 

Timothy Fox officially reaches 
the top of his profession July 1, 
his promotion will likely be fol-
lowed by a homecoming here. 

Fox, who was born and 
raised in Bloomfield through the 
Eighth Grade, will be succeeding 
the retiring Kieran Barrett as 
Montclair State University Po-
lice Chief and Associate Vice 
President of Student Develop-
ment and Campus Life. 

Timothy Fox, who joined 
MSUPD as a dispatcher in 2001 
had worked his way up the 
ranks. He was promoted to Dep-
uty Chief March 27. 

Fox's beat as "Top Cop" in-
cludes MSU's main campus and, 
since 2023, Bloomfield College 
of MSU. MSU, a state university 
with NCAA since been Division 
III sports, has since been inte-
grating with the Lutheran 
Church-founded Bloomfield 
College and its Division II 
sports. 

Fox will be far from a com-
(Continued on page 14) 
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full 
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them 
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants 
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.  
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Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on     and  

first. They are hubs for conservation, educa-
tion, and world-leading animal care. I’m 
proud to be part of the UK’s zoo, sanctuary 
and aquarium community, setting the global 
benchmark for the welfare of endangered 
species.” 

Other measures in the Standards include:   
 

• Improved conservation - Clear steps to 
help enforce conservation standards with 
new requirements for record keeping - 
helping drive up standards across the 
whole sector. This could in-
clude breeding programs for endangered 
species, research into animal behavior 
and reproduction, and education to raise 
awareness about conservation issues. 
There will also be a curb on the sourcing 
of animals from the wild.   

• Protecting the public - All zoos will need 
to ensure appropriate safety measures are 
in place if they want to keep dangerous 
animals, including double-gated entry 
systems, lone worker procedures, and the 
appropriate availability of firearms. 

• Updated business plans - To ensure zoos 
are prepared to protect animals in the 
event of financial hardship, they will 

now be required to develop clear busi-
ness continuity plans   
 
There is a two year timeline on zoos and 

aquariums to adapt to the changes, with fur-
ther phased timelines for some species-
specific changes. This gives enough time to 
implement the changes efficiently, while 
support and guidance will be available -
keeping welfare at the heart of zoo opera-
tions.  

 
UKRAINE 

RUSSIAN ATTACKS  
DECRIED                                                             

 
The UN Human Rights Monitoring Mis-

sion in Ukraine (HRMMU) has deplored a 
deadly wave of Russian missile and drone 
strikes that reportedly killed at least 13 civil-
ians and injured 65 others, warning that the 
attack underscores the grave risks of using 
powerful explosive weapons in populated 
areas. 

According to the UN mission, the over-
night assault from Saturday into Sunday - 

one of the largest of its kind since Russia’s 
full-scale invasion in February 2022 - result-
ed in civilian casualties and damage to 
homes and infrastructure across 10 regions 
of Ukraine, including the capital, Kyiv. 

At least three children were among those 
killed and nine children were reported in-
jured. The mission is currently working to 
verify the full extent of the casualties and the 
broader impact of the attack. 

“With at least 78 people reported killed 
or injured across the country, last night’s at-
tack tragically demonstrates the persistent 
deadly risk to civilians of using powerful 
weapons in urban areas, including those far 
away from the frontline,” Danielle Bell, 
HRMMU Head, said in a news release . 

“It is yet another addition to the stagger-
ing human toll this war continues to inflict 
on civilians, with more families across the 
country now grieving their losses.” 

Matthias Schmale, the UN Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Ukraine, also voiced deep 
concern over the civilian suffering. 

“I am horrified that yet again civilians - 
among them children - were killed in last 
night’s massive attacks,” he said in a state-
ment posted on the social media platform X. 

WORLD NEWS (Cont. from pg. 7) 
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By William Hathaway, Jr. 
  
The New York Red Bulls 

were on the road this past week-
end, where they won a key game 
against a tough DC United 2-0 at 
Audi Field.  

Cameron Harper and Mo-
hammed Sofo spurred on the 6-6
-3 Red Bulls to the win. So far, 
Harper has scored in three 
straight matches at Audi Field, 
while Sofo scored his third goal 
of the year and goalkeeper Car-
los Coronel recorded his sixth 
shutout this season. New York 
has won three straight matches 
on DC’s home pitch. 

In the NBA’s Eastern Con-
ference Finals, as of this writing, 
the New York Knicks lost the 
first two at home to the Indiana 
Pacers, but came back on the 
road to win Game 3 106-100. NJ 
native Karl-Anthony Towns 
scored 20 points in the 4th quar-
ter to lead another 20-point 
comeback, while Jalen Brunson 
had 23 points. Leading the Pac-
ers was Pascal Siakam with 21 
points. 

In the Western Conference 
Finals, the Oklahoma City Thun-
der defeated the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves 128-126 to win Game 
4 on the road and take a com-
manding 3-1 lead in the series. 

This came after OKC lost Game 
3 by 42 points.  

Finally, in local high school 
baseball action, Seton Hall Prep 
captured the Greater Newark 
Tournament this past weekend. 
By the final score of 6-0, SHP 
captured its 20th GNT title by 
defeating 2nd seeded Livingston 

at Doc Goeltz Field in Verona. 
In other news, the Bloomfield 
High School Unified flag foot-
ball team took a state champion-
ship by beating defending cham-
pion Morristown 14-12 in a 
game played at the New York 
Jets practice facility in Florham 
Park. 

Photo By NY 
Red Bulls 

NEWARK - A Newark, New Jersey man 
admitted his role in an armed robbery of a 
U.S. Postal Service employee as well as fire-
arms and drug trafficking offenses, U.S. At-
torney Alina Habba announced. 

Troy D. Corbett, Jr., 29, of Newark, New 
Jersey, pleaded guilty before U.S. District 
Judge Claire C. Cecchi to one count of con-
spiring to interfere with commerce by rob-
bery, one count of possession of ammunition 
by a convicted felon, one count of possession 
with intent to distribute methamphetamine, 
and one count of possession of a firearm in 
furtherance of a drug trafficking crime.  Sen-
tencing is scheduled for October 8, 2025.  

According to documents filed in this case 
and statements made in court: In November 
2023, four individuals – including Corbett – 
conspired to rob a U.S. Postal Service em-
ployee at gunpoint in Newark, New Jer-
sey.  The assailants stole the victim’s cell 
phone, keys, and wallet – including a credit 
card and debit card.  The robbery impeded 
the victim from delivering mail, which inter-
fered with interstate commerce.  Following 
the robbery, Corbett attempted to use the em-
ployee’s stolen property to make purchases. 

On January 18, 2024, in Newark, New 
Jersey, Corbett – who was convicted of a 

felony offense in 2018 – possessed a 
Polymer80, Inc. Model PF940V2 9mm cali-
ber privately made pistol, bearing no identi-
fiable serial number, loaded with 16 rounds 
of 9mm Luger ammunition that was manu-
factured outside of New Jersey.  Corbett pos-
sessed at the same time approximately 162 
pills of methamphetamine, which he intend-
ed to distribute. 

The count of conspiracy to interfere with 
commerce by robbery carries a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison and a $250,000 
fine.  The count of possession of ammunition 
by a convicted felon carries a maximum pen-
alty of 15 years in prison and a $250,000 fi-
ne.  The count of possession with intent to 
distribute methamphetamine carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 20 years in prison and a 
$1,000,000 fine.  The count of possession of 

a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking 
crime carries a mandatory minimum penalty 
of 5 years in prison, which term must run 
consecutive to any other term of imprison-
ment that Corbett is ordered to serve, and a 
maximum penalty of life in prison. 

U.S. Attorney Habba credited postal in-
spectors with the U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice, Philadelphia Division, under the direc-
tion of Christopher A. Nielsen, with the in-
vestigation.  She also thanked special agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, under 
the direction of Acting Special Agent in 
Charge Terence G. Reilly in Newark, depu-
ties of the U.S. Marshals Service, under the 
direction of United States Marshal Juan Mat-
tos Jr., police officers and detectives of the 
Newark Police Department, under the direc-
tion of Public Safety Director Emanuel Mi-
randa, officers of the New Jersey State Pa-
role Board, under the direction of Chairman 
Samuel J. Plumeri, Jr., and special agents of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, Newark Division, under the 
direction of Special Agent in Charge L.C. 
Cheeks, Jr. 

The government is represented by Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Eli Jacobs of the Orga-
nized Crime and Gangs Unit in Newark. 
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too low. 
Andretti Global, who fielded 

Ericsson and Kirkwood, and 
Ilott's Prema team are consider-
ing appeals as of press time. 

Prema co-driver, Robert 
Shwartzman, received the 500 
Rookie of the Race award main-
ly for his surprise earning the 
pole position from twice 500 
winner Takuma Sato May 18, 
Shwartzman, who came from 
Europe's F1 feeder series, had 
never been to IMS or on an oval 
speedway before May. 

Shwartzman never led a lap 
Sunday. He was running in the 
top 15 when his No. 87 Dallara 
entering his pit box too fast on 
lap 113. He injured a crewman's 

ankle and left front suspension. 
Sunday's race, held before 

the first sold-out crowd since 
2016 and seven million Fox 
Sports viewers, took a while to 
get going. The starting green 
flag was delayed 42 minutes un-
til any moisture on the 2.5-mile 
Brickyard oval had dried. 

Overcast skies and 57-degree 
ambient temperature meant that 
it took drivers more time to 
warm up their tires. The first six 
of eight race cautions were held 
between laps one and 106. 

IMS officials and fans 
paused to mark several anniver-
saries - including when Peter De 
Paolo and Norman Batten - a 
couple of Jersey guys - won the 
1925 500. 

De Paolo was the first win-

ner to run a 101 mph average 
speed and to win the race in un-
der five hours. The Roseland 
resident led 117 laps and would 
have done more except for his 
blistering hands. 

Team owner Fred Dui-
senberg ordered Pete to take a 
break and get bandaged at the 
infield medical center. East Or-
ange native Batten drove De 
Paolo's car 27 laps as his relief 
driver. 

FINISH: 1.) ALEX PALOU 
(HONDA), 2.) David Malukas 
(H), 3.) Pato O'Ward 
(Chevrolet), 4.) Felix Rosenqvist 
(H), 5.) Santino Ferrucci (C), 6.) 
Christian Rassmussen (C), 7.)  
Christian Lundgaard (C), 8.)  
Conor Daly (C), 9.) Takuma 
Sato (H), 10.) Helio Castroneves 

(H), 11.) Devlin DeFrancesco 
(H), 12.) Louis Foster (Rookie) 
(H), 13.) Nolan Siegel (R) C), 
14.) Colton Herta (H), 15.) Ed 
Carpenter (C), 16.) Will Power 
(C), 17.) Graham Rahal (H), 18.) 
Marcus Armstrong (H), 19.) 
Jack Harvey (C), 20.) Scott Dix-
on (H), 21.) Ryan Hunter-Reay 
(C), 22.) Josef Newgarden (C), 
23.) Sting Ray Robb (C), 24.) 
Kyle Larson (C), 25.) Kyffin 
Simpson (H), 26.) Robert 
Shwartzman (R)* (C), 27.) Ri-
nus VeeKay (H), 28.) Alexander 
Rossi (C), 29.) Marco Andretti 
(H), 30.) Scott McLaughlin (C), 
31.) Marcus Ericsson (H), 32.) 
Kyle Kirkwood (H), 33.) Callum 
Ilott (C). *Awarded 500 Rookie 
of the Year. 

INDY 500 (Cont. from pg. 1) 

presume the virus is tied to bird die-offs based on previous 
preliminary positive test results. 

New Jersey DEP Fish and Wildlife recommends avoiding 
contact with sick or dead wildlife. However, if you have a 
dead wild bird on your property and are electing to dispose of 
the carcass, precautions should be taken. If removal can be 
done safely, personal protective equipment (PPE) should be 
worn, including gloves, a mask, and eye protection. Avoid 
direct contact between you and the animal by using a tool 
such as a shovel or pitchfork to move the carcass. Double-
bag each bird, close the bag using a zip-tie, and place in an 
outdoor trash bin inaccessible by pets or other wildlife. 

Following disposal, immediately wash your hands with 
soap and warm water and disinfect any non-disposable items 
using a diluted household bleach solution. Allow the disin-
fectant to sit on the item for 10 minutes prior to rinsing off 
with warm water. 

If you see sick or dead birds, particularly in groups of 
five or more, please report your finding in the Wild Bird Dis-
ease Reporting Form. It should be noted that wild birds, in-
cluding waterfowl and shorebirds, are considered natural res-
ervoirs for avian influenza. Since the beginning of the U.S. 
outbreak in January 2022, avian influenza has impacted wild 
and domestic birds in every state. 

AVIAN FLU (Continued from page 4) 

ESSEX - A Bloomfield resident 
admitted participating in a conspira-
cy to distribute and possess with 
intent to distribute opioids, as well 
as unlawful distribution of opioids, 
U.S. Attorney Alina Habba an-
nounced. 

Danielle Molinari, 51, pleaded 
guilty before U.S. District Judge 
Madeline Cox Arleo in Newark fed-
eral court to an information charg-
ing her with one count of drug con-
spiracy and one count of distribu-
tion of, and possession with intent 
to distribute, oxycodone, a Schedule 
II controlled substance. 

According to documents filed in 
this case and statements made in 
court: Between February 2019 and 
March 2023, Molinari participated 
in a conspiracy to obtain medically 
unnecessary prescriptions for ox-
ycodone, an opioid pain medication.  
Once Molinari obtained the oxyco-

done through a prescription, she 
then sold the oxycodone to another 
individual in exchange for money. 
Over the course of the conspiracy, 
Molinari unlawfully distributed ap-
proximately 4,665 oxycodone pills. 

The two charges of drug con-
spiracy and distribution of oxyco-
done each carry a maximum penalty 
of 20 years in prison, and a fine of 
$1 million. Sentencing is scheduled 
for November 4, 2025. 

U.S. Attorney Habba credited 
special agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, under the direction 
of Acting Special Agent in Charge 
Terence G. Reilly, with the investi-
gation leading to the guilty plea. 

The government is represented 
by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Chelsea 
D. Coleman and Jenny Chung of the 
Health Care Fraud and Opioids 
Abuse Prevention Unit in Newark. 

Prosecutor Theodore N. Ste-
phens II and Essex County Sher-
iff Amir Jones announced the 
results of a major joint law en-
forcement operation aimed at 
curbing violent crime ahead of 
the summer months. The multi-
agency sweep started February 
14, 2025, and concluded on 
April 30, 2025. It resulted in the 
arrests of 56 individuals includ-
ing 14 known gang members. 

The operation targeted indi-
viduals wanted for a range of 
serious offenses including homi-
cide, assault, weapons violations 

and endangering the welfare of a 
child.  

Prosecutor Stephens said 
"This operation wasn’t just about 
numbers - it was about protect-
ing our communities by remov-
ing dangerous individuals from 
our streets. Among those arrest-
ed, nine were wanted for homi-
cide, and many had ties to gangs 
such as the Bloods, Crips, and 
Latin Kings. This initiative is a 
targeted, strategic effort to en-
hance public safety, especially as 
we head into the summer months 
when violent crime often in-

creases. The message is clear: 
we are committed to keeping our 
neighborhoods safe." 

Sheriff Jones added “Our 
communities deserve to feel the 
presence of justice not just when 
something happens but before it 
does. This is what partnership 
looks like. This is what proactive 
law enforcement looks like and 
this is only the beginning.” 

“On behalf of Mayor Ras. J. 
Baraka and the whole Newark 
Department of Public Safety we 
would like to thank Prosecutor 
Stephens, Chief McGuire and 

Sheriff Jones for this collabora-
tive effort. This is a true partner-
ship that has worked for years.” 
said Newark Public Safety Di-
rector Emmanuel Miranda. 

Prosecutor Stephens and 
Sheriff Jones extend their grati-
tude to the dedicated men and 
women of the Essex County 
Prosecutor’s Office and the Es-
sex County Sheriff’s Office, as 
well as to our local and state law 
enforcement partners, for their 
outstanding work and collabora-
tion on this operation.  
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plete stranger when he returns to 
Bloomfield. He said that he has 
been developing relationships 
with his hometown's first re-
sponders and officials like he has 
been doing with colleagues in 
Little Falls and Clifton. 

 
MONTCLAIR - Dr. Renee 

Baskerville confirmed, on May 
15, that Chief Financial Officer 
Padmaja Rao will be leaving for 
a position closer to her home. 

Rao, who had served this 
township, will be setting up shop 
in Piscataway. That town's coun-
cil appointed Rao as their CFO 
and Financial Director at their 
May 6 meeting; their current 
CFO is retiring. 

Rao may be best known for 
uncovering improprieties with 
the Montclair Fire Department's 
personnel timekeeping and that 
some council members were on 
the state health insurance plan 
while they were only part-time 
employees. 

Rao and the township had 
settled her harassment and retali-
ation lawsuit in 2024. She 
claimed that the then-town man-
ager, after presenting her find-
ings to him, created a hostile 
work environment, including his 
cutting her out of meetings and 
other employee contact. 

Montclair has since had four 
other town managers. Voters re-
placed the mayor and entire 
council in 2024. 

 
GLEN RIDGE -Two middle 

school leaders have found them-

selves on indefinite leave for at 
least the rest of their school year 
in the wake of a claim that one 
of their teachers had been 
"grooming" one of their stu-
dents. 

Ridgewood Avenue Princi-
pal Michael Donovan and Vice 
Principal Jonathan Heitmann00, 
said Superintendent of Schools 
Kyle Arlington May 19, have 
been suspended "effective imme-
diately." 

The super and nearby Cen-
tral School Principal Kesha Har-
ris, as of May 20, will supervise 
RAS through June 30 in addition 
to their regular duties. Arlington 
mentioned "safety concerns" and 
working with law enforcement 
regarding "a complaint" for the 
change. 

This comes after Glen Ridge 
Public Schools had a tort claim 

levied against it in Superior 
Court-Newark Civil Part May 
12. Westfield attorney Justin 
Drazin said he represents "Minor 
of Court" and her family. 

Drazin said that an RAS 
teacher had had a developing 
non-consensual relationship with 
MOC from when she was an 11-
year-old RAS student into Glen 
Ridge High School.  

 
BELLEVILLE - The Belle-

ville Board of Education Trus-
tees - after a seven week nation-
wide search and scouting of 35 
candidates - appointed Dr. Erick 
Alfonso as its latest Superinten-
dent of Secaucus remains a big-
ger mystery. 

Alfonso was unanimously 
appointed by those panelists who 
voted. Board President Gabrielle 

TOWN WATCH  
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect 
 

WARRIOR SPIRIT (PART 1)           
     

NINE AND COUNTING  
 

Father's Day is fast ap-
proaching. In that regard, I 
thought that it would be awe-
some to dedicate the entire 
month of June to all those won-
derfully amazing men out there. 
I am blessed to stumble across 
such Warrior Spirits quite often 
when waltzing around those 
Hoodscapes. 

Kicking us off is Author Ar-
thur DeBose. I was totally fasci-
nated by his work and his love 
and dedication to children. Visit 
Localtalkweekly.com and read 
this article in its entirety. While 
you're at it, check out the ar-
chives. Follow me on Facebook 
and msdialect on Instagram.  

Also support all those 
change agents that grace my 
frame as subjects. Like, com-
ment and share. Join us and let's 
grow out loud together. 

 
Author Arthur DeBose's  
Writing Journey 

 
My Mantra: My books moti-

vate, educate and stimulate chil-
dren of all ages as they learn 
and grow through different stag-
es, keeping them entertained 
with poetic words and bright-
ened illustrated pages 
(www.arthurdebose.com) 

 
My Published Works: I 

now have eight children's books 
published and one book of poet-
ry. The book of poetry was my 
first book. Why children's 
books? First off, I love children. 

I truly believe that the begin-
ning is where you gotta catch 
people. If you do the research, 
you will find that most of your 
successful or wayward people - 
whether that outcome good, bad 
or indifferent - started in their 
beginnings. 

My goal is to eventually 
open up a daycare center. As far 
as the writing goes, in my begin-
ning I also wrote several songs . 
"Empathy" is my book of songs 
and poetry -My first book 
"Empathy Volume One". 

 
What Inspired My Chil-

dren's Books: What inspired me 
to write children's books - I 
mean, who inspired me to write 

children's books - was my grand-
daughter. Initially, sometime in 
her life, her mother (my daugh-
ter) and her father were working, 
so I was available, so I was 
spending a lot of time with her. 
Just loving her. 

Although chronologically it's 
"Boy Potty," "Girl Potty" and 
"Baby Sitter," "Babysitter" was 
my first book. It came about be-
cause she came over one day 
when my daughter was getting 
ready for work. She really didn't 
want to stay and she was wail-
ing. 

So I started playing with her 
and saying, "Hey DJ, you come 
over here every day and you 
have lots of toys and games to 
play, but all you ever say 'I want 
to go home.' Which you surely 
aren't, because have you forgot 
your mommy has to go to work? 
And when you cry when she 
leaves, it really, really hurts." I 
was trying to cheer her up. That's 
where it all came from - "CJ 
Goes to the Baby Sitter." 

After that, we started potty 
training her. She had a potty at 
home and she had one at my 
house, and I started teaching her 
by talking to her in poetic form. 
And as I was selling "CJ Goes 
Potty," I came across a guy who 
requested that potty book for his 
son, so I wrote Ray Jay Gotta 
Go. 

My fourth children's book is 
"CJ Goes to School," which is 
about a young lady who was go-
ing to school but she wasn't hap-
py about it. It's hard on children 
when mommy, daddy, or grand-
pa and home is all they knew. So 
that prompted "CJ Goes to 
School." 

My next book, "CJ New 
Friend Unity," is a book that's 
against racism. During that time 
it was around 9/11, and I was at 
the park and I was inspired by 
watching those children play 
with each other and they were 
really having a great time. 

I was wondering at the time 
why there is so much prejudice 
in the world. We teach our chil-
dren hate and racism - we plant 
that in our children. That's where 
"CJ Makes Friends" came from. 
Next it was "CJ Goes to the Den-
tist." That one teaches children 
how to take care of their teeth... 

Read this article in its entirety at 
www.localtalkweekly.com and type 
The Observation Booth, Andrea Dia-
lect and/or Entertainment Section in 
the search bar. If have any ques-
tions, comments or concerns, send 
them to localtalkandrea@gmail.com. 
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TRENTON - Attorney General Matthew 
J. Platkin this week co-led a coalition of 
attorneys general in filing motions seek-
ing injunctions that would block the 
Trump Administration’s illegal attempts 
to withhold billions in federal funding for 
law enforcement, counterterrorism, emer-
gency services, disaster preparation and 
relief, repairs to crumbling transportation 
infrastructure, and transit improvements. 

“The Trump Administration’s reck-
less attempts to take away billions of dol-
lars in federal funding for law enforce-
ment, emergency response, counterterror-
ism, transportation, and more will put our 
residents in harm’s way. These threats to 
public safety funding are outrageous, and 
we are moving swiftly to block them and 
protect our residents,” said Attorney Gen-
eral Platkin. 

“President Trump should stop playing 
political games with critical funding that 
keeps our communities safe. Just as we 
have blocked other efforts by this Admin-
istration to harm our residents, we will 
continue to work tirelessly prevent the 
loss of this critical public safety funding. 
We’ll see the Trump Administration in 
court.” 

Recently, Attorney General Platkin co
-led a coalition of 20 attorneys general in 
filing two lawsuits: one against the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS), 
including the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), and DHS Sec-
retary Kristi Noem, and a second lawsuit 
against the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation (USDOT) and USDOT Secretary 
Sean Duffy. Each agency has imposed 
sweeping new conditions that would 
withhold billions of dollars in federal 
funding for public safety and transporta-
tion infrastructure unless the states and 
state agencies devote their scarce law en-
forcement resources to federal civil immi-
gration enforcement efforts. 

The coalition has now filed motions 
for preliminary injunctions in both cases, 
seeking orders from the courts in both 
cases that would block the Trump Admin-
istration from imposing these unlawful 
conditions on federal funding to New Jer-
sey and the other states in the coalition. 

In their lawsuits and preliminary in-
junction motions, Attorney General Plat-
kin and the attorneys general explain that 
Congress has established dozens of feder-
al funding programs administered by 
DHS and DOT. The money Congress ap-
propriated to those programs funds pro-

jects that range from protecting the state 
from terrorism to disaster relief and flood 
mitigation to railroad, bridge, and airport 
construction. 

New Jersey receives more than $2 bil-
lion in federal funding annually for these 
critical programs and projects, and all of 
that funding is put at risk by the Trump 
Administration’s threats to withhold this 
essential funding from the state. None of 
these funding streams has anything to do 
with immigration. 

But in February, Secretary Noem di-
rected DHS and its sub-agencies, includ-
ing FEMA, to cease federal funding to ju-
risdictions that do not assist the federal 
government in the enforcement of federal 
immigration law. In March, DHS amended 
the terms and conditions for all new feder-
al grants to require recipients to agree to 
assist in enforcing federal immigration law 
as a condition of receiving federal funding. 

Soon after Noem’s decision, DOT Sec-
retary Duffy issued a letter to grant recipi-
ents informing them of his intent to require 
all state and local governments to assist in 
federal immigration enforcement as a con-
dition of obtaining DOT funds, including 
for highway construction, public transpor-
tation maintenance, and airport and rail-
way improvement. 

In their request for a preliminary in-
junction against DHS and FEMA, Attor-
ney General Platkin and the coalition point 
out that the conditions it has imposed on 
federal funding exceed DHS’s legal au-
thority. The coalition further explains that 
the conditions are unconstitutional because 
Congress appropriated federal funding to 
help states prepare for, protect against, re-
spond to, and recover from catastrophic 
disasters. 

The safety and well-being of New Jer-
sey residents could be at risk if states are 
forced to forfeit hundreds of millions of 
dollars in federal emergency preparedness 
and response funds. Attorney General 
Platkin and the attorneys general empha-
size these conditions will also damage the 
carefully built trust between law enforce-
ment and immigrant communities that is 
critical to promoting public safety. 

In their request for a preliminary in-
junction against DOT, Attorney General 
Platkin and the coalition point out that im-
posing an immigration-enforcement condi-
tion on all federal transportation funds, 
which Congress appropriated to support 
critical infrastructure projects, is beyond 
the agency’s legal authority. The coalition 

Bennett-Meany and Trustee Jeannie Gillis, with-
out explaining, abstained. 

Belleville Public Schools, as of May 27, has 
not posted Dr. Alfonso's salary. Whether he will 
get predecessor Dr. Richard Tomko's $183,977 
salary - which he accrued in his ninth and last 
year here - or more like the $183,977 Secaucus 
had paid him remains a mystery. 

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 14) 

states rely on DOT money to fund highway devel-
opment and airport safety projects, to prevent inju-
ries and fatalities from traffic accidents, and to 
protect against train collisions. 

Attorney General Platkin and the attorneys 
general contend that withholding the federal fund-
ing will damage public infrastructure across the 
county and will undermine public trust and coop-
eration in criminal investigations. Now, Attorney 
General Platkin and the coalition are seeking a pre-
liminary injunction that would prevent the Trump 
Administration from cutting this critical funding. 

Joining Attorney General Platkin in filing these 
motions for a preliminary injunction are attorneys 
general from California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Washington, Wisconsin, and Vermont. 
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OUR PROVIDERS 
 

CARDIOLOGY 
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD 

Catalino DelaCruz, MD 
Muhammad Haq, MD 
Addi Suleiman, MD 

Abbas Shehadeh, MD 
Isaac Tawfik, MD 

Marlyn Escalona, APN 
Lou Alexandre, PA 

 

INTERNAL MEDICINE / 
PRIMARY CARE 

Eddy Simon, MD 
Aleksander Lekan, MD 
Mamatha Mohan, MD 

Myriam Sterlin, MD 
Hemlata Bhatia, MD 

Normita Narvaez, MD  
Ramesh Kania, MD 
Vivianne Ackad, MD 
Audrey Hinds, MD 

Zareh Ekmekjian, MD 
Roody Dalberis, APN 

Marie Tunis, DNP  
Cynthia Mathieu, APN 

Primerose Germain, APN 
Janiece Howell, APN 

Sanjaykumar Shah, APN 
 

ENDOCRINOLOGY  
Tara Rajiyah, MD 

(Adult and Pediatric) 
Rama Reddy, MD 

(Adult Endocrinology) 
 

PULMONARY/SLEEP 
DISORDERS 

Satish Mehta, MD 
Jeffrey Miller, DO 

 

NEUROLOGY 
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD 

Burget Cort, APN 
 

PODIATRY 
Valeriya Anbinder, DPM 

 

GASTROENTEROLOGY
William Focazio, MD 

 

Women’s Health/Gyn 
Dr. Amir Friedman, MD 

VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 
 

South Orange:  60 Vose Avenue     Tel. 973-763-5200 
Maplewood:   2091 Millburn Avenue    Tel. 973-378-2266 
Bloomfield:  135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B  Tel. 973-743-2248 
Newark:  202 Stuyvesant Avenue   Tel. 973-374-8807 
West Orange:  77 Main Street    Tel. 973-324-2090 
West Orange:   95 Main Street      Tel. 973-672-3829 
West Orange:  92 Old Northfield Avenue   Tel. 973-736-5552 
Belleville:   5 Franklin Ave, Suite 509  Tel. 973-395-1550 

Internal Medicine continues to expand: 
Taking new patients: 

Dr. Hinds at the 60 Evergreen Place, Suite 400 ∗ East Orange location 
Dr. Ackad at the 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B  ∗ Bloomfield location. 

Community’s Health is Our Priority 
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