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By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Those involved in
advocating teenager voter turn-
out in Newark's April 15 Board
of Education FElections have
been weighing the value and
meaning of "67."

"67," to some, may have
some unpleasant or pleasant
memories. July 1967 was when
the Newark Riots or Rebellion
or Uprising happened. The Expo
67 Montreal World's Fair, by
contrast, was held April-October
that year.

"67" here, however, were
ballots cast by registered 16- and
17- year-olds for the first time in
a New Jersey April board of ed-
ucation election. That 67 comes
out to almost 3.6 percent of
1,771 who filled out voter appli-
cation forms before the March
24 registration deadline.

That 67 figure further pales
when county election officials,
educators and advocates were
projecting a pool of 7,257 New-
ark high school sophomores and
juniors to register from. Newark
Public Schools Superintendent,
in mid-March, had hoped to
reach a 3,000-student registra-
tion goal.

Advocates for teenager voter
suffrage had two reasons for in-
creasing their participation. One
reason is that their numbers
would boost the percentage of
April school board election par-
ticipants.

They inched the April 15
needle slightly ahead of their
adult voters.

Only 4,515 ballots were cast,

according to Essex County Clerk
-Elections Division counts, from
a pool of 142,806 overall regis-
tered city voters. The figure
comes out to a participation rate
of 3.2 percent.

The average April school
board election rate for Newark
and Irvington - they are the only
annual "Local Talk" elections
that month - average 3.62 per-
cent post-COVID pandemic.
That figure averaged 4.62 for
both towns 2017-19. (The 2020
April school board and may mu-
nicipal nonpartisan elections
were combined that year.)

Advocates, including
Votel6NJ and Gov. Phil Mur-
phy (D-Rumson) added that ear-
lier suffrage would encourage
greater civic participation - and
that it will take time.

"The turnout was low but,
for younger people, it was high-
er than for adults," said Henai
Patel, New Jersey Institute of
Social Justice's law and policy
director. "They're going to be-
come lifelong voters, especially
in local races which always have
the worst turnout. We hope and
anticipate that it will grow in the
years to come."

"Taking time" may have an
example with the 2020-24 devel-
opment of voting by mail.

There may also be the matter
of learning by example, where
teens may currently think that
non-Presidential year elections
may not matter more than those
in 2028 and other Presidential
election years. "If it's not a big
deal to them, then why should it
be a big deal to me?"
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

In the Catholic religion, the
most revered person is the Pope.
Pope Francis simplified the life-
style and papal funeral rites with
modesty. He was not only loved
by Catholic followers, but from
others all over the world, as he
was modest and closer to the
truth of life. Pope Francis was
always closer to the middle class
and poor class. He had a heart
for people and supported people
on the Gaza Strip.

Although Pope Francis sim-
plified the papal funeral rites in
a move of typical modesty, Sat-
urday’s ceremony will still be
full of pomp and pageantry, as
the world’s Catholics will bid
him farewell and cardinals in the
Vatican ready themselves for the
millennia-old process of picking
a new pontiff.

Pope Francis, who died of a
heart attack and stroke on Easter
Monday, will have his funeral six
days after his death on Saturday
April 26, 2025 at 10 am. He
made a strong statement about
Gaza and the killings of thou-
sands of people and hundreds of
thousands who became home-
less. Pope Francis’ many state-
ments was for humanitarian pur-
poses. He also criticized Presi-
dent Trump for his in-
humanitarian behavior for depor-
tation.

The new pope election pro-
cess is very secretive. No one
knows about the conclave system
and everyone has to wait and
watch the next pope’s selection
by white smoke. The white
smoke indicates that the selection
is made and the new pope an-
nouncement will come shortly
after. Black smoke means there
is still another round of votes to
go. The smoke system is a
unique way to announce the pro-
cess and let people gathered at
St. Peter’s Square know.

According to Al report; sev-
eral cardinals are being consid-
ered as potential successors to

Pope Francis, including Luis An-
tonio Tagle of the Philippines,
Peter Turkson of Ghana, and Pé-
ter Erd6 of Hungary.

For the first time, four cardi-
nals from India will vote to elect
a new pope. They are Filipe Neri
Ferrao, the Archbishop of Goa
and Damman; Baselios Cleemis,
Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malankara Catholic Church in
Kerala; George Koovakkad, for-
mer head of the Journeys Office
of the Secretariat of State of the
Holy See, and Anthony Poola,
the Metropolitan Archbishop of
Hyderabad.

Cardinal Luis Tagle, 67, from
the Philippines, is known as the
"Asian Francis" for his mission-
ary spirit as well as his emphasis
on caring for the poor and wel-
coming of LGBTQ and divorced
and remarried Catholics. He has
the best odds to be named as the
new Pope with the predictors 3 to
1.

Problems are spreading eve-
rywhere. In 1978 when I came to
the USA, a Green Card was giv-
en to us in our hand at the airport
and within less than a week, we
received a social security card.

The Green Card color was green
as well. The service was phe-
nomenal. People were making
less money than today, but most
of the people were happier. If
two people in the household
were close to the minimum wage
($106 per week) they would still
be happier and could afford a
used car. We used to pay for a
large 1 bedroom apartment in
Queens with a rent of $175 per
month. Today, it’s different.

The worst part is that every-
one is buttering up to the power
and money. We are all human,
and we all should have respect,
whether making minimum wage
or $200,000 per year. Except for
the amount of color in the skin
and some intelligence, everyone
has the same red blood and hu-
manity, family and friend rela-
tions. We are all equal, so please
do not treat inhuman behavior
for the color of the skin or person
with a different background.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next week.
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SETON HALL PRESIDENT MIRED IN CONTROVERSY - PART i

By Lev D. Zilbermints

In the first two parts, pub-
lished March 27 and April 3,
“Local Talk” wrote about the Lat-
ham Report, which is still not ful-
ly released; the findings of that
report; Seton Hall University’s
lawsuit against ex-President Jo-
seph Nyre; and the controversy
around current President Joseph
Reilly.

In this, the third and final
part, Local Talk will look at the
reactions of the Seton Hall Uni-
versity students, faculty, alumni
and administration to the sexual
harassment and assault controver-
sy surrounding Monsignor Joseph
Reilly, the current 22nd Presi-
dent. Also examined will be the
reactions of New Jersey’s politi-
cal leaders.

Reaction of the Seton Hall
University community

According to the February 24,
2025 issue of The Setonian, the
online student newsletter, there is
a big gap between how students,
professors and university officials
perceived the controversy sur-
rounding Monsignor Joseph Reil-
ly. While students are critical, and
faculty want more information
about the matter, university ad-
ministration has been unanimous
in its support for the embattled
president.

According to the February 24,
2025 issue of The Setonian,
“Michael Parisi, a graduate sup-
ply chain management major who
said he first heard of the Msgr.
Reilly allegations from The Se-
tonian’s Instagram, connected it
to other scandals that the univer-
sity has faced during his four
years at SHU. These issues
ranged from an embezzlement
scheme at the law school to the
surprise resignation of and subse-
quent lawsuit filed by former
president Dr. Joseph Nyre. But
even with “so much that hap-
pened in the past,” Parisi said he
still found the allegations about
Msgr. Reilly “shocking.”

“You’d expect some sort of
normalcy after a little bit of time,
where they’ll find somebody who
really can right the ship”, Parisi
said. “But I guess it’s just a lot of
the time there’s always something
where you just go: ‘Oh, that’s Se-
ton Hall, checks out.”

Parisi also expressed concern
for the reputation of the universi-
ty and its alignment with the
Catholic mission.

“It takes away from the whole
message of the church to unite
people and to help a neighbor, to
really be that interconnected com-
munity and to make the world a
better place,” he said, per Setoni-
an.

This is a graduate student
talking. Obviously Parisi has seen
a lot during his four years at Se-
ton Hall University and wants
reforms. As will be seen, under-

graduate students also want
changes for the better at Seton
Hall University.

According to the February 24
issue of The Setonian, Jareyli
Reyes - Arce, a freshman nursing
major, said she was unaware of
the Msgr. Reilly allegations and
that she does not like to get in-
volved in the “politics” surround-
ing SHU or in general. However,
upon hearing some of the details,
Reyes - Arce expressed concern
that the scandal could negatively
impact people’s view of Catholi-
cism and discourage others from
following the religion.

“For people to hear about
Catholics and sexual assault,
they’re going to correlate the two
of them, which is not something
I am proud of,” Reyes - Arce told
the Setonian.

According to The Setonian,
Kenneth Roman, a junior market-
ing major who heard about the
scandal through word of mouth,
expressed disappointment but not
surprise.

“Being someone that’s Catho-
lic, it’s pretty unsettling to see all
these scandals regarding the
Catholic Church surface quite
often,” Roman told The Setonian.

Faculty demands transparency

According to a January 23,
2025 article at Dual leadership
controversies plague Seton Hall
faculty members at Seton Hall
University demand transparency.

“Nathaniel Knight, chair of
Seton Hall’s Faculty Senate, not-
ed “considerable concern” among
the professoriate and said he
wants to see a “greater degree of
transparency” from the universi-
ty.

Knight told Inside Higher Ed-
ucation that he supported Reilly’s

hiring when he was named presi-
dent, noting he “had the institu-
tional memory” given his years
of service and seemed to
“embody the spirit of Seton
Hall.” But now Knight wants the
university to fully explain the
concerns around the new presi-
dent.

“I support Monsignor Reilly.
I supported his hiring. 1 think
he’s a good man, a man of integ-
rity and religious faith, and is
someone who brought a promise
of bringing the university, the
community, together as a Catho-
lic institution of higher educa-
tion. Whatever is out there, I’d
like to be able to weigh that
against the positives that I see
with Monsignor Reilly,” Knight
told Inside Higher Ed.com for its
January 23, 2025 article.

Political leaders demand
answers from Seton Hall

According to the January 23,
2025 Inside Higher Ed article,
Democratic state senator Andrew
Zwicker, chair of the Senate
Oversight Committee and vice
chair of the higher education
committee demanded answers
from Seton Hall University.

“I’'m appalled at the fact that
they’ve just doubled down at this
point without any transparency,
just generic statements about val-
ues and doing a good job, et
cetera,” Senator Zwicker told
Inside Higher Ed.

According to the Inside
Higher Ed article, though Seton
Hall is private, Zwicker noted
that it receives about $2.5 mil-
lion in state funding for certain
programs. He added that the state
could cut those funds - an option
he might pursue if the university
doesn’t respond transparently to
concerns that Reilly ignored sex-
ual abuse.

“That is a lever that we must
absolutely consider to keep the
pressure on,” Zwicker told Inside
Higher Ed.

According to Inside Higher
Ed, Democratic Governor Phil
Murphy also made his opinion
known.

“The Governor is deeply
concerned by the allegations and
believes that Seton Hall Univer-
sity must release the full report,”
press secretary Natalie Hamilton
told Inside Higher Education by

email.

According to a January 9,
2025 article in Politico, two New
Jersey politicians demanded that
Seton Hall provide answers to its
latest scandal.

“I simply have no tolerance
for the normalization of sexual
assault or support for those who
cover up acts of predators. I have
college-aged kids; this reporting
is deeply disturbing to me,” said
Democratic Rep. Mikie Sherrill,
whose district includes South
Orange, where Seton Hall is lo-
cated. She is also running for
governor of New Jersey.

“Seton Hall needs to address
this situation immediately and
can start by publicly releasing
the findings of their investigation
and recommendations related to
Monsignor Reilly.”

The vice chair of the New
Jersey state Senate Higher Edu-
cation Committee, Andrew
Zwicker, said Reilly and anyone
on the university’s governing
body who had knowledge of his
conduct should resign.

“It’s appalling and disgrace-
ful,” Zwicker, a Democrat, said
in an interview. “The fact that we
have someone that took a year
off and comes back and installed
as president is really just beyond
the pale.”

University administration
supports Monsignor
Joseph Reilly as President

As was repeatedly reported
by “Local Talk,” the Star-
Ledger, and other print and
online media, Seton Hall Univer-
sity administration is supporting
Monsignor Joseph Reilly as pres-
ident.

According to a January 23,
2025 Inside Higher Ed article,
the university stated in an email,
“As part of the search for the
university’s 22ns president, the
Board of Regents reviewed sev-
eral candidates and overwhelm-
ingly selected Monsignor Joseph
Reilly to lead Seton Hall in
recognition of his decades of ef-
fective service and leadership.
The Board of Regents remains
unequivocal in its support of
Monsignor Reilly and firmly be-
lieves in his ability and vision to
enhance Seton Hall’s standing as
one of the nation’s foremost
Catholic universities.”
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26 PEOPLE CHARGED FOR ROLES
IN VIOLENT NEWARK DRUG GANG

TRENTON - Attorney General
Matthew J. Platkin and the Divi-
sion of Criminal Justice (DCJ)
announced April 22 that 26 peo-
ple have been charged for their
alleged roles in an enterprise
that used violence and intimida-
tion to operate an open-air drug
market in Newark.

The alleged ringleader of the
so-called “Double ii - Queen
Street Blood Gang” (Double ii),
Rabiyah Sorey, 43, of Elizabeth,
is charged with multiple crimes,
including first degree racketeer-
ing, conspiracy, weapons offens-
es, assaults, and drug offenses.
Other members charged in the
conspiracy allegedly acted as
supervisors, advisors, distribu-
tors of controlled dangerous sub-
stances (CDS), and enforcers.

“Illegal drug trafficking con-
tinues to impact the lives of New
Jerseyans, and gangs like the
one described in today’s crimi-
nal complaints seek to profit
from the sale of these potentially
fatal drugs,” said Attorney Gen-
eral Platkin. “This particular
drug enterprise is charged with
routinely engaging in violence
for the sake of intimidating oth-
ers, maintaining gang discipline,
and controlling their territory.
We will continue to work with
our law enforcement partners to
protect our cities and towns
from these criminal organiza-
tions.”

“The defendants in this case
are charged with running an or-
ganized, brazen drug trafficking
network that operated out in the
open in a Newark neighbor-
hood,” said DCIJ Director There-
sa L. Hilton said. “Having this
kind of activity, and the violence
and danger that go along with it,
is intolerable. Everyone should
expect to be safe in their own
neighborhoods - dismantling
networks like this is one way to
achieve that.”

“The Newark Police Divi-
sion is most appreciative for its
invaluable partnership with the
Office of New Jersey Attorney
General Matthew Platkin and the
Division of Criminal Justice Di-
rector Theresa Hilton,” said
Newark Public Safety Director
Emanuel Miranda Sr. “This im-

pressive list of charges, levied
against 26 gang members who
blatantly conducted an illicit
drug operation aimed at destroy-
ing Newark families through
violence and addiction, is both
appropriate and significant. We
trust that it sends a clear mes-
sage to anyone who mistakenly
believes that Newark is a gravy
train for their criminal activi-
ties.”

According to charging docu-
ments in this case, Sorey is the
alleged leader of Double ii,
which operated an open-air drug
distribution enterprise in the 200
block of North 9th Street in
Newark, described in the docu-
ments as the “Newark Set.” The
operation allegedly employed “9
creepers” (members of Double
i) or associates (members from
other gangs) to distribute con-
trolled dangerous substances -
including heroin, fentanyl and
cocaine - and engaged in vio-
lence on Sorey’s behalf. Acts of
violence included disciplining
Double ii members and targeting
rivals and those who disrespect-
ed Sorey.

Among the incidents of al-
leged violence: On April 19,
2023, Sorey and co-defendant
Nicole Jones, 47, of Elizabeth, a
Double 11 associate, were in-
volved in a road rage incident in
the 900 block of Grove Street in
Irvington. An argument ensued
between Sorey, Jones, and sev-
eral individuals, which was cap-
tured on surveillance camera.
The argument ended after two
men arrived in a vehicle, and
Sorey allegedly ordered them to
shoot at two victims, one of
whom was struck.

On July 21, 2023, Newark
Police Division officers re-
sponded to a shooting around
4th Ave and North 9th Street for
a woman (identified as “I.H.”)
who sustained a gunshot wound
to the left side of the face. The
victim was later identified as a
known Double i1 associate of
Sorey. In August 2024, co-
defendant Eugene Sparrow, a
Double 11 member, was arrested
for an unrelated shooting on
North 9th Street. A cell phone
was recovered, and a court-
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authorized search of the phone
revealed a screenshot of a text
message between Sorey and [.H.,
in which they allegedly discussed
that I.H. was shot because she
owed Sorey the proceeds of CDS
distribution.

On April 21, 2024, Sorey was
allegedly involved in a domestic
dispute with co-defendant Had-
iyah Sorey, on North 9th Street,
which was captured via electron-
ic surveillance. Sorey and her
sister started fighting in the
street; Sorey allegedly obtained a
handgun from co-defendant Jas-
min Henderson, pointed it at a
group of people who were wit-
nessing the fight, and fired the
gun into the ground.

On May 9 and 10, 2024,
Double ii members posted a se-
ries of videos of Sorey discussing
“beef” she had with “K.W.” In
the first video, Sorey stood with
K.W.’s brother, “K.J.,” appearing
to be holding him against his
will, and threatening K.W., indi-
cating he was not permitted on
Sorey’s territory. Several other
videos were posted showing So-
rey and unknown individuals at
an apartment complex suspected

to be where K.W. resided. In the
videos, Sorey allegedly told
K.W. that she knew where he
lived and was coming to get him.

On July 22, 2024, Sorey and
Double 11 associates/members
and co-defendants Jaquan Dozi-
er, Henderson, Inari Hobbs, and
Karon Johnson travelled to North
12th Street in Newark. Sorey or
her followers allegedly shot
“A.C.” three times. Surveillance
footage captured A.C. falling to
the ground as people ran away,
A.C. then crawled down a drive-
way appearing to be injured. An-
other camera included audio of
the gunshots and then showed
A.C. running away with blood
pouring down his arm.

Ballistics evidence collected
from the April 19, 2023, and
April 21, 2024, shootings indicat-
ed that the same firearm, a black
Springfield armory XD 30 sub-
compact handgun, was allegedly
used by Sorey’s Double i1 mem-
bers/associates to commit the
shooting against M.V.R. and P.L.
and was allegedly used by Sorey
on April 21, 2024, against the
individuals present on N. 9th

(Continued on page 8)
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VATICAN CITY

POPE FRANCIS
GONE AT 88

In something of a somber
irony, the end of Easter 2025
also saw the end of the 266th
Pope.

On April 21st, the man born
Jorge Mario Bergoglio on Dec.
17, 1936 in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, passed away at the age
of 88. Upon his holy promotion
to pontiff on March 13, 2013, he
became known as Pope Francis,
in honor of Saint Francis of As-
sisi. He replaced Pope Benedict
XVI, after that pontiff became
the first to resign without death
or being forced out since Pope
Celestine V in 1294.

Cardinal Kevin Joseph Far-
rell, Camerlengo of the Holy Ro-
man Church, announced with
sorrow the death of Pope Fran-
cis, with these words:

“Dear brothers and sisters,
with deep sorrow I must pro-
claim the death of our Holy Fa-
ther Francis.

“At 7:35 this morning the
Bishop of Rome, Francis, re-
turned to the Father’s house. His
whole life was dedicated to the
service of the Lord and His
church.

“He taught us to live the val-
ues of the Gospel with fidelity,
courage and universal love, es-
pecially in favor of the poorest
and most marginalized.

“With immense gratitude for
his example as a true disciple of

the Lord Jesus, we recommend
the soul of Pope Francis to the
infinite merciful love of God
One and Triune.”

Tributes from around the
world poured in, including from
the “Local Talk” coverage area
and beyond.

“With profound sorrow and
heartfelt gratitude, I join the
Church in mourning the death of
our beloved Holy Father, Pope
Francis, a shepherd who walked
closely with God’s people and
never tired of reminding us of
God’s mercy. He was a man of
deep faith, profound humility,
and unshakable hope - a servant
whose tireless call to care for the
poor and the marginalized will
continue to inspire the Church
for generations to come,” Cardi-
nal Joseph W. Tobin said in a
statement.

“In this Easter season, as we
proclaim that Christ is risen and
death is not the end, we entrust
Pope Francis to the risen Lord
whom he followed so faithfully.
May Christ, our hope and resur-
rection, welcome him into the
fullness of joy and peace.

“Let us give thanks for his
life, his witness, and his love for
the People of God. And may we
honor his memory by building a
Church that reflects the face of
Jesus - merciful, welcoming, and
always near to those on the mar-
gins.”

“In the shadow of the Arch-
diocese of Newark’s Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, all
of Newark mourns Pope Francis
as a champion of the poor, mar-
ginalized, and disenfranchised.
To his last days, he advocated
for immigrants and rebuked the
Trump Administration for the
kind of ICE raids conducted in
Newark, and its mass deporta-
tion of migrants,” Newark
Mayor Ras Baraka said in a
statement.

“On behalf of the people of
the City of Newark, I offer my
gratitude to this gentle pontiff
who chose the name of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. Like his namesake,
he encouraged us to be channels
of peace. In his memory, may
we continue to ‘sow love where
there is hatred, hope where there
is despair, and light where there
is darkness.’”

In the wake of Pope Francis’
passing, President Trump or-

dered that flags be lowered in
honor of the pontiff until sunset
on the day of internment.

Cardinal Tobin will celebrate
a Mass for the Repose of the
Soul of Pope Francis on Tues-
day, April 22, 2025, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart in Newark, New
Jersey. The faithful are invited to
attend.

The Mass will be
livestreamed on the YouTube
channels of the Cathedral Basili-
ca and Archdiocese.

As for the next Pope, a con-
clave will be convene in quick
order. According to Sportsbook
Review, the betting odds for the
next pontiff are...

Luis Antonio Tagle (+100)
Pietro Parolin (+150)

Matteo Zuppi (+600)
Fridolin Ambongo Besungu
(+600)

Peter Erdo (+900)
Mark Ouellet (+1000)
Peter Turson +(1000)
Raymond Leo
(+1000)

o Robert Sarah (+1000)
e Wim Eijk (+10000)

Burke

UNITED STATES

-
WALGREENS FORCED

TO PAY UP

The Justice Department, to-
gether with the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) and
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services Office of Inspector
General (HHS-OIG), announced
on April 21 a $300 million set-
tlement with Walgreens Boots
Alliance, Walgreen Co., and var-
ious subsidiaries (collectively,
Walgreens) to resolve allega-
tions that the national chain
pharmacy illegally filled mil-
lions of invalid prescriptions for
opioids and other controlled sub-
stances in violation of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (CSA)
and then sought payment for
many of those invalid prescrip-
tions by Medicare and other fed-
eral health care programs in vio-
lation of the False Claims Act
(FCA).

This settlement amount is
based on Walgreens’s ability to
pay. Walgreens will owe the
United States an additional $50
million if the company is sold,
merged, or transferred prior to
fiscal year 2032.

The government’s complaint,
filed on Jan. 16 and amended
April 18 in the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District
of Illinois, alleges that from ap-
proximately  August 2012
through  March 1, 2023,
Walgreens, one of the nation’s
largest pharmacy chains, know-
ingly filled millions of unlawful
controlled substance prescrip-
tions.

These unlawful prescriptions
included prescriptions for exces-
sive quantities of opioids, opioid
prescriptions filled significantly
early, and prescriptions for the
especially dangerous and abused
combination of three drugs
known as a “trinity.” Walgreens
pharmacists  allegedly filled
these prescriptions despite clear
red flags indicating a high likeli-
hood that the prescriptions were
invalid because they lacked a
legitimate medical purpose or
were not issued in the usual
course of professional practice.

The complaint further alleges
that Walgreens pressured its
pharmacists to fill prescriptions
quickly and without taking the
time needed to confirm that each
prescription was lawful.
Walgreens’s compliance offi-
cials also allegedly ignored sub-
stantial evidence that its stores
were dispensing unlawful pre-
scriptions and even intentionally
deprived its own pharmacists of
crucial information, including by
refusing to share internal data
regarding prescribers with phar-
macists and preventing pharma-
cists from warning one another
about certain problematic pre-
scribers.

In light of Friday’s settle-
ment, the United States has
moved to dismiss its complaint.
Walgreens will also move to dis-
miss a related declaratory judg-
ment action filed in U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of
Texas.

“Pharmacies have a legal
responsibility to prescribe con-
trolled substances in a safe and
professional manner, not dis-

(Continued on page 7)
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pense dangerous drugs just for profit,” said
Attorney General Pamela Bondi. “This De-
partment of Justice is committed to ending
the opioid crisis and holding bad actors
accountable for their failure to protect pa-
tients from addiction.”

In addition to the monetary payments
announced, Walgreens has entered into
agreements with DEA and HHS-OIG to
address its future obligations in dispensing
controlled substances. Walgreens and DEA
entered into a memorandum of agreement
that requires the company to implement
and maintain certain compliance measures
for the next seven years.

Walgreens must maintain policies and
procedures requiring pharmacists to con-
firm the validity of controlled substance
prescriptions prior to dispensing controlled
substances, provide annual training to
pharmacy employees regarding their legal
obligations relating to controlled substanc-
es, verify that pharmacy staffing is suffi-
cient to enable pharmacy employees to
comply with those legal obligations, and
maintain a system for blocking prescrip-
tions from prescribers whom Walgreens
becomes aware are writing illegitimate
controlled substance prescriptions.

Walgreens has also entered into a five-
year Corporate Integrity Agreement with
HHS-OIG, which  further  requires
Walgreens to establish and maintain a
compliance program that includes written
policies and procedures, training, board
oversight, and periodic reporting to HHS-
OIG related to Walgreens’s dispensing of
controlled substances.

The civil settlement resolves four cases
brought under the qui tam, or whistleblow-
er, provisions of the FCA by former
Walgreens employees. The FCA authorizes
whistleblowers to sue on behalf of the
United States and receive a share of any
recovery. It also permits the United States
to intervene and take over such lawsuits, as
it did here. The relators will receive a
17.25% share of the government’s FCA
recovery in this matter.

The United States’ pursuit of this mat-
ter underscores the government’s commit-
ment to combating health care fraud. One
of the most powerful tools in this effort is
the False Claims Act. Tips and complaints
from all sources about potential fraud,
waste, abuse, and mismanagement can be
reported to HHS-OIG, at 800-HHS-TIPS
(800-447-8477).

The DEA, HHS-OIG, Defense Crimi-
nal Investigative Service, Defense Health
Agency (DHA), Office of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM), Department of Labor
(DOL) Office of Inspector General, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office
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of Inspector General, FBI Chicago Field Of-
fice, and the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices for the
District of Colorado, Southern District of Cal-
ifornia, Eastern District of California, North-
ern District of California, Eastern District of
Washington, Southern District of Alabama,
Southern District of Illinois, Central District
of Illinois, District of Arizona, Western Dis-
trict of Texas, Northern District of Texas,
District of Puerto Rico, and Eastern District
of Louisiana provided substantial assistance
in the investigation.

The claims asserted against defendants are
allegations only and there has been no deter-
mination of liability.

NADINE MENENDEZ FOUND GUILTY

Months after a former Senator was sen-
tenced to 11 years behind bars, his wife
learned her fate.

On April 21, Nadine Menendez was found
guilty in a New York courtroom.

(Continued on page 13)
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Photos By
NY Red Bulls

By William Hathaway, Jr.

The New York Red Bulls
were in action this past weekend
at Sports Illustrated Stadium in
Harrison. It did not go as
planned, as DC United beat
RBNY 2-1. DC opened up the
scoring in the 35th minute when
goalkeeper Luis Barraza played
a long ball that led to forward
Joao Peglow finding the back of
the net. The New York Red
Bulls are an even 3-3-3 on the
season.

Meanwhile, the National
Basketball Association opened
its playoffs this past weekend.
One of the teams taking the
court was the 3-seed New York
Knicks. On Saturday at Madison
Square Garden, Jalen Brunson
led a 21-0 to take down the 6-
seed Detroit Pistons 123-112.

Brunson led with 34 points
and eight assists while NJ native
Karl-Anthony Towns had 23
points and 11 rebounds and five
assists. Leading the way for the
young Detroit was Tobia Harris

with 25 points, while all-star
Cade Cunningham had 21 points
and 6 rebounds. Former Knick
Tim Hardaway Jr. had 19 points
and Malik Beasley added 20.

Game 2 was a different sto-
ry, as the Pistons stole home
court advantage with a 100-94
win. Cunningham had a game
high 33 points while teammate
Dennis Schroder had 20 points
and a clutch basket to lift Detroit
to the win. Brunson had 37 in
the loss, while Towns only had
10 points and six rebounds, with
none on the offensive glass.

In a bit of sad news, the box-
ing event set to take place in the
city of East Orange on April

26th at East Orange Campus
High School has been cancelled.
Professionals and amateurs were
to take to the ring, with the main
fight featuring East Orange na-
tive Rajon Chance taking on Yan
Carlos Perez in a 10 round bout
for the WBA belt.

Finally, the National Foot-
ball League will host the 2025
NFL Draft starting Thursday.
The New York Giants will be on
the clock with the 3rd overall
pick, while the Jets will pick
eight, barring any trades. The
first overall pick will be made by
the Tennessee Titans.

NEWARK DRUG GANG

(Continued from page 5)

Street and H.S. This weapon was
ultimately recovered from Dou-
ble ii member/associate Inari
Hobbs’s car on September 8,
2024, along with an additional
firearm and CDS consistent with
that sold on the “Newark Set.”

Double ii member Jasmin
Henderson was also in the car
when these weapons were recov-
ered. Between April 19, 2023,
and June 22, 2024, Sorey alleg-
edly possessed a black Spring-
field armory XD 30 sub-compact
handgun and a revolver after be-
ing previously convicted of sev-
eral crimes, making it illegal for
her to possess weapons.

On December 4, 2024, Sorey
allegedly contacted Double ii
member and co-defendant Latif
Holley to order him to move a
firearm for the Newark Set to
another location. This communi-
cation was captured on the wire-
tap obtained for Holley’s phone.
Holley went to the Newark Set

and left with a black bag that he
took to a U-Haul facility the fol-
lowing day. Upon executing a
search warrant at the U-Haul fa-
cility, the black bag was recov-
ered and inside was an assault
firearm, a 9mm Luger caliber Hi
-Point Semi-Automatic Rifle,
Model #995, loaded with a 21
round capacity magazine.

To supply the Newark Set,
the enterprise allegedly main-
tained and operated a CDS pro-
duction facility at Sorey and Ni-
cole Jones’ residence in Eliza-
beth. Alleged members of the
enterprise  performed various
roles, functioning as set supervi-
sors, advisors, CDS distributors/
runners, and enforcers.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned defendants, others who
were charged include Malachi
Bostwick, Gianni Bowens, Zion
Carson, Amani Faines, Jonathan
Harris, Jalil Morris, Alkadair
Ports, Amir Reynolds, Nathaniel
Robinson, Blaine Simmons,
Omar Smith, Bashir Sorey,
Safeeullah Sorey, Michael Sosa,

Jeffrey Uhrig, Robert Walton
and William Walton.

On March 24, 2025, detec-
tives from DCJ and the NJSP
executed a  court-authorized
search warrant at Sorey and
Jones’ residence. Sorey was near
the residence at the time and was
arrested. Jones was inside the
residence and was also arrested.
Detectives searched the resi-
dence and recovered 91 grams of
raw heroin; heroin stamps bear-
ing the names “Exit 5,” “Route
21,” “Body Bag,” and “Passion,”
which were consistent with
stamps allegedly linked to
Sorey’s enterprise; approximate-
ly $17,000 in cash; and empty
glassine wax folds, tape, rubber
bands, digital scales, and items
used in CDS packaging.

The case is being investigat-
ed by the DCJ Major Threats
Division (North) under the su-
pervision Director Theresa Hil-
ton and Chief of Detectives Wel-
don Powell, as well as Bureau
Chief Cassandra Montalto and
Deputy Chief of Detectives Lar-

ry Williams.

This investigation was con-
ducted in partnership with the
Newark Police Department un-
der the direction of Public Safety
Director Emanuel Miranda and
Police Chief Sharonda Morris,
and specifically in partnership
with the Newark Police Divi-
sion’s Intelligence Unit under
the supervision of Major Crimes
Captain  Patricia  Rodrigues-
Alfieri and Intelligence Unit
Lieutenant Sean Powell.

Additional assistance was
provided by the Elizabeth Police
Department under the leadership
of Chief Giacomo Sacca, as well
as by the New Jersey State Po-
lice. Attorney General Platkin
thanks all the involved law en-
forcement officers for their roles
in investigating the case.

The charges and allegations
contained in the complaints are
merely accusations, and the de-
fendants are presumed innocent
unless and until proven guilty.
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS THANK CARDINAL TOBIN WITH HANDMADE EASTER CARDS

NEWARK - In celebration of Easter, Catho-
lic school students benefiting from the Arch-
diocese of Newark’s “We Are Living
Stones” Catholic Tuition Assistance Program
showed their gratitude by sending handmade
holiday cards to Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., Archbishop of Newark.

The K-8 students, whose families re-
ceived $1,500 in partial tuition assistance
scholarships to attend archdiocesan Catholic
schools in Newark, Jersey City, East Orange,
Union, and Fairview, created cards featuring
Easter- and spring-themed drawings with a
note of appreciation. Some messages ap-
prised Cardinal Tobin of favorite school ac-
tivities, while others wished the cardinal a
blessed holiday. All shared one common
theme, however - every student appreciated
the chance to obtain a Catholic education.

Students' notes and drawings included
the following:

“Easter is when we are happy and thank-
ful for our lives and for people who help us -
like you. God bless you and thank you.” -
Ameena

Photo by Archdiocese of Newark / Sean Quinn

“Thank you so much for helping my
family and me with my tuition. I am so hap-
py at my school. I learn a lot about God and
how to be a good person. I promise to always
do my best. I hope you have a very happy
Easter. God bless you.” - Carlos, grade 3

“Happy Easter! Thank you for your gift.
You are the best. I love you.” - Evelyn, kin-
dergarten

“Thank you so much for your kindness
and generosity in helping me attend my won-

derful school. I love learning about my faith
and growing closer to God each day. Your
support means so much to my family and
me, and I will always be grateful. As we cel-
ebrate Easter, I pray that God blesses you
with joy and peace.” - Ruth, grade 5

“This Easter, I think about Jesus and how
he gave so much for us. I see how you also
have given to me and so many others in a
way no one could for me. I'm so thankful to
you.” - Samantha, grade 5

“Because of your kindness, I am able
to learn about God’s love for me. This East-
er, I am so grateful for you and all the good
you do for so many. Thank you for being so
kind. Happy Easter.” - Christopher, grade 2

The “We Are Living Stones” Catholic
Tuition Assistance Program, funded by the
Archdiocese and facilitated through the
Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children
(SFIC), provides critical tuition support to
economically disadvantaged families. To
learn more about the program or SFIC’s oth-
er scholarship initiatives, visit https://
sficnj.org/.
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - The National
Transportation Safety Board -
after 20 months' interviews, in-
vestigation of the July 5, 2023
Port Newark cargo ship fire that
killed two Newark Fire Division
captains - released a preliminary
report April 15 on its cause and
aggravating circumstances.

The NTSB has found that the
fire was caused by overheated
transmission fluid that leaked out
a Ports America "pusher" car
and had ignited. The pusher car,
used to move other on deck vehi-
cles, was actually a "modified
passenger vehicle" and not one
designed for the task that Ports
America - operating on the Port
Authority of NY and NJ's behalf
- should have used.

Investigators also found that
Grimaldi Deep Sea, owner of the
Grande Costa D'Avorio cargo
ship, had failed to install external
controls for its Deck 12 hydrau-
lic garage doors. Having those
controls would have helped crew
members to seal off and contain
the below deck fire.

Failing to close those garage
doors meant that the ship's car-
bon dioxide fire suppression sys-
tem was delayed. NFD firefight-
ers were then directed "to enter
areas where the CO2 system had
been activated, contrary to stand-
ard marine firefighting proto-
cols." The initial report said that
NFD, despite being home fire-
fighters for the second largest
shipping port in the U.S., had
"serious gaps in marine fire-
fighting preparedness."

The blaze, which took five

days to extinguish and damaged
1,000 cars and $23 million worth
of property, killed NFD Capts.
Augusto "Auggie" Acabou and
Wayne "Bear" Brooks, Jr.

The seven-page initial report
carried 14 findings plus seven
recommendations. Those rec-
ommendations include OSHA
enforce  port operators of
"powered industrial truck re-
quirements," that all NFD
"chiefs and responding fire com-
panies that respond to vessel
fires to complete specialized ma-
rine firefighting training" and
that the Port Authority to
"establish procedures to facilitate
training, drills and vessel famil-
iarization tours for responding
firefighters."

IRVINGTON "Local
Talk" has learned that Essex
County's first Public Defender
George L. Schneider, 85, who
has roots here and residence in
West Orange, had died in Mor-
ristown March 29.

Schneider was sworn in 1968
as Deputy Public Defender in the
Essex Trial Region-Newark's
newly-established Office of Pub-
lic Defender. His first assign-
ment was to help pick a jury for
a case related to the 1967 New-
ark Riot/Rebellion/Civil Disor-
der.

Schneider's 1966-96 career,
which started with a clerkship
with Superior Court Judge Jo-
seph B. Sugrue, included a five-
year appointment by Gov. Bren-
dan Byrne as Essex County
Prosecutor. He supervised over
99 assistant prosecutors and
25,000 annual cases, some of
those trials he personally prose-
cuted. The former NJAG Chief
Criminal Trial Counsel spent
another 20 years with four pri-
vate firms plus five years as
Morris County Assistant Prose-
cutor.

Before Schneider graduated
from the Seton Hall Law School
in 1966, he was becoming
known as "a good guy from a
tough town." Born to a family of
four siblings, George attended
St. Leo's Grammar School here
before it was merged with Sa-
cred Heart School. The St. Bene-
dict's-Newark prep school gradu-
ate first attended St. Peter's Col-
lege in Jersey City - where he
fell in love with Jesuit philoso-
phy and the law.

Schneider's other love was
his family, in which he and wife

Lois raised George, Jr., Nicole
and Erika in West Orange. The
Pal's Cabin frequenter and Lois
moved to Chester while still
summering in Belmar - where
they first met. Lois took care of
George while he battled Alzhei-
mer's Disease in his last days.

Brother William and 10
grandchildren are also among his
survivors. His Funeral Mass was
held at Morristown's Church of
the Assumption April 11. Me-
morial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer's Association:
alznj.org.

EAST ORANGE - Four
"Local Talk" area residents - in-
cluding a former temporary New
Jersey Department of Labor un-
employment clerk and her rela-
tive, both East Orangites - were
among 10 indicted last month for
an alleged COVID-19 compen-
sation fraud scheme.

Vanessa and Rose Allen, of
East Orange, Nerlande Etienne,
of Irvington, and Jeffson Cues,
of Newark, were among the 10
charged by New Jersey Attorney
General Matt Platkin in an in-
dictment filed in Trenton March
13. V. Allen received the most
media attention because she was
hired as a temporary DOL unem-
ployment claims clerk during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

V. Allen, after being detected
by the labor department, was
charged with a count each of
second-degree official miscon-
duct and pattern of misconduct
third-degree computer theft and
theft by deception and tampering
with public records or infor-
mation and fourth-degree of fal-
sifying or tampering public rec-
ords. She is accused of falsely
obtaining $56,030 for herself
and more for the others.

All four mentioned here have
been each charged with third-
degree theft by deception for ob-
taining unemployment insurance
they were not entitled to. R. Al-
len was accused of obtaining
$33,459.

Cues was accused of obtain-
ing $41,869. Etienne was ac-
cused of obtaining $59,70.

All four are accused of tak-
ing $191,059 in COVID-era un-
employment claims that they
were not entitled to. They were
included in Platkin's release
where six other central and
southern New Jersey individuals
were also indicted for similar but
unrelated fraud.

ORANGE / GLEN RIDGE
- Residents of the respective mu-
nicipalities may well have two
different memories of the late
John G. Weining, 68, who had
died after a bout against cancer
April 4.

City patrons of Star Tavern
in the North Ward and The Jail-
house Pub in the Valley section
may remember a young Weining
serving them drinks and/or tav-
ern food. (The Jailhouse was of
late the now-closed Hat City
Kitchen.)

Borough neighbors may re-
member John and Maureen
Weining at 29 Woodland Place
as recently as 2023; they had
placed a siding replacement ap-
plication to the Glen Ridge His-
torical Commission. It was there
where they raised their daughters
Ashley, Erin and Jessica and
cheered and/or coached them on
as Glen Ridge High School
Ridgers.

John Weining had "Local
Talk" roots, courtesy of parents
Robert and Margaret, who were
married in Newark's Roseville
Presbyterian Church. Weining,
after hanging up his bar towel at
Jersey City's Brennan's Tavern,
applied his skills as striking up
conversations and  making
friends while as Newark's Bell
Container's purchasing manager
for 21 years. He had also worked
for RTK Cable.

Brothers Bob and Ed Wein-
ing, sister Ruth Jernigan and
grandson Casey are also among
his survivors; a second grandson
is expected to arrive this spring.

A memorial was held at
Bloomfield's O'Boyle Funeral
Home April 9. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to Old Ford
Volunteer Fire Department, 6050
Hwy 17 North, Washington, NC
27889 or via Venmo
@OIldFordFireDepartment.

WEST ORANGE - Town-
ship elders and West Orange
Public Library Trustees are re-
viewing a United States Depart-
ment of Education March report
outlining how the library has in-
sufficient Americans with Disa-
bilities Act access requirements.
West Orange's council members
and administrators have sched-
uled to discuss the letter as early
as their April 22 meeting.

The report stated that the li-
brary at 10 Rooney Circle needs

(Continued on page 14)
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NEWARK MAN SENTENCED TO 210 MONTHS IN PRISON FOR SEX TRAFFICKING OFFENSES

TRENTON - An Essex County man was
sentenced to 210 months in prison on charg-
es of sex trafficking and prostitution-related
offenses, U.S. Attorney Alina Habba an-
nounced.

Amin Sharif, 50, of Newark, was con-
victed by a jury in July 2024 of one count of
attempted transportation of a victim with in-
tent to engage in prostitution, one count of
sex trafficking of a minor, one count of use
of an interstate facility to promote unlawful
activity, one count of transporting a victim
with intent to engage in prostitution, and one
count of persuading a victim to travel to en-
gage in prostitution, following an eight-day
trial before U.S. District Judge Michael A.
Shipp in Trenton federal court.

According to documents filed in this case
and the evidence at trial: In January 2021,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation began
investigating Sharif for sex trafficking of-
fenses. Sharif recruited four females, includ-
ing one minor victim, from states across the
country - New York, Pennsylvania, Idaho,
and Utah.

Sharif used multiple social media ac-

counts and assumed aliases and false identi-
ties to recruit and entice victims. He made
promises of housing stability, payment of
bills and living expenses, and promises that
the victims could make up to thousands of
dollars per day by working for him. Sharif
advertised the minor victim online, offering
her for 32 sexual services.

Sharif was previously convicted of trans-
porting a minor to engage in prostitution in
federal court and was sentenced to 10 years
in prison.

In addition to the prison term, Judge
Shipp sentenced Sharif to 20 years of super-
vised release.

“Amin Sharif is a dangerous sex offender
who has repeatedly preyed on vulnerable
young women and minors in our society,”
said U.S. Attorney Alina Habba. “The
Court’s sentence will prevent Sharif from
harming additional victims and will send a
strong signal to would-be traffickers that sex
trafficking will not be tolerated in the Dis-
trict of New Jersey and will result in serious
sentences.”

“Disguised with multiple names and so-

cial media profiles, and promising help fi-
nancially, Sharif instead sexually exploited
his victims for his own monetary gain. Sharif
ignored the physical and psychological trau-
ma he was causing these vulnerable women
and minors. FBI Newark Special Agents,
Analysts, and Task Force Officers will stop
at nothing to get heinous criminals off the
streets, phones, and computers from where
they lurk and put them behind bars where
they belong,” stated FBI Acting Special
Agent in Charge Terence G. Reilly.

U.S. Attorney Habba credited special
agents of the FBI Newark Field Office, un-
der the direction of Acting Special Agent in
Charge Terence G. Reilly, with the investi-
gation leading to this sentencing. She also
thanked the FBI’s Rochester, New York Of-
fice and the Dansville Police Department for
their assistance.

The government is represented by Assis-
tant U.S. Attorneys Farhana C. Melo and
Chelsea D. Coleman of the Criminal Divi-
sion in Newark.

GOVERNOR MURPHY SIGNS BILL EXEMPTING NURSING MOTHERS FROM JURY DUTY

TRENTON - On April 22, Governor Phil
Murphy signed S2236/A1992, which enables
new mothers who are nursing to receive an
exemption from jury duty. Under the bill, an
individual may request to be excused from
jury service if the prospective juror is a
mother of a child one year of age or younger
and is nursing or expressing milk for the
child, and the request will be granted by the
court.

“Balancing the demands of motherhood
and civic duty can be challenging, especially
for new mothers,” said Governor Murphy.
“This bill ensures that our jury system re-
mains fair for all while being compassionate
and responsive to the needs of new mothers.”

“By exempting nursing mothers from
jury duty, this bill acknowledges the unique
personal health and caregiving challenges
that new mothers face during the critical first
few weeks and months after delivering a ba-
by,” said First Lady Tammy Murphy. “This
bill aligns with the many initiatives Nurture
NJ has been involved in to create a more eq-
uitable and compassionate environment for
all mothers in New Jersey. I am grateful to
Phil and the entire Legislature for the unani-
mous passage of this bill, recognizing that
the health and well-being of mothers and ba-
bies are fundamental to the future of our
state.”

Governor Murphy has now signed 72
bills into law concerning maternal and infant
health, which is the main focus of First Lady
Tammy Murphy’s Nurture NJ initiative - a
statewide effort dedicated to reducing mater-
nal mortality and advancing equitable care

among women and children of all races and
ethnicities. In January 2021, the First Lady
unveiled the Nurture NJ Maternal and Infant
Health Strategic Plan - a strategic framework
to make New Jersey the safest, most equita-
ble state in the nation to deliver and raise a
baby.

Since its launch in 2019, Nurture NJ has
driven substantial progress in maternal and
infant health. Over the past seven years, the
initiative has started or completed over half
of the Nurture NJ Strategic Plan recommen-
dations; established the Maternal and Infant
Health Innovation Authority, tasked with
overseeing the New Jersey Maternal and In-
fant Health Innovation Center based in Tren-
ton; and launched Family Connects NJ, the
most robust-in-the-nation universal nurse
home visitation program, to ensure that eve-
ry new parent is visited by a nurse in their
home for free within two weeks after bring-
ing home a new baby. Through these bold
initiatives and innovative policies, New Jer-
sey has emerged as a national model in ad-
dressing the nation’s maternal and infant
health crisis.

The prime sponsors of the bill, which
unanimously passed both chambers, are Sen-
ate Majority Leader M. Teresa Ruiz and As-
semblywoman Shanique Speight. Other pri-
mary sponsors include Senator Brian Stack,
Assemblyman Reginald Atkins, and Assem-
blywoman Verlina Reynolds-Jackson.

“Nursing a child in the first year of their
life can be hugely demanding, especially as
mothers find time to pump or breastfeed on
schedule or cue. There has to be flexibility

during this period for moms to feed their ba-
by or build their milk supply,” said Senate
Majority Leader Ruiz. “Allowing for this
exemption will ease the burden on a nursing
mother.”

“Breastfeeding offers numerous health
benefits to newborns,” said Senator Stack.
“This legislation will make the wellbeing of
our mothers and their children a priority over
a jury duty requirement they can fulfill at a
more suitable time.”

“We have a moral obligation to support
new moms, and that includes helping women
who choose to feed their babies by nursing
or pumping, both of which offer lifelong
benefits to the child,” said Assemblywoman
Speight. “By exempting nursing and pump-
ing mothers from jury duty for the first year
of a child’s life, we are working to ease one
of the challenges faced by many women as
they adjust to motherhood.”

“Civic engagement should never come at
the expense of a mother’s health or her abil-
ity to feed her child,” said Assemblyman At-
kins. “This law brings much needed compas-
sion and common sense to our jury selection
process.”

“Too many nursing mothers have faced
an impossible choice to serve their commu-
nity through jury duty, or meet the basic
needs of their child,” said Assemblywoman
Reynolds-Jackson. “With this law, we are
recognizing that civic duty and motherhood
shouldn’t be in conflict.”

This bill will take effect immediately.
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Acting United States Attor-
ney Matthew Podolsky made
this statement regarding the con-
viction of Nadine Menendez:

“Moments ago, a unanimous
jury convicted Nadine Menendez
for her critical role in a corrup-
tion and foreign influence
scheme involving her husband,
convicted former Senator Robert
Menendez.

“Nadine Menendez and Sen-
ator Menendez were partners in
crime. Over the span of five
years, Nadine Menendez agreed
to accept and accepted all sorts
of bribes - including gold bars,
cash, a Mercedes-Benz converti-
ble, and a no-show job - all in
exchange for the Senator’s cor-
rupt official acts.

“Together, Nadine Menen-
dez and the Senator placed their
own interests and greed ahead of
the interests of the citizens the
Senator was elected to serve.
Today’s verdict sends the clear
message that the power of gov-
ernment officials may not be put
up for sale, and that all those
who facilitate corruption will be
held accountable for their ac-
tions.

“I thank the career prosecu-
tors of this Office and the special
agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and Internal Reve-
nue Service - Criminal Investi-
gation for their unwavering com-
mitment to this case, and for
their extraordinary efforts in en-
suring that justice was done.”

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information from 4-22-2025

2025 Mass Shooting Stats:
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,
https://www.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2025)

o Total Mass Shootings: 101
Total Dead: 132

Total Wounded: 398
Shootings Per Day: 0.90
Days Reached in Year 2025
as of noon April 22: 112

HAITI

“TOTAL CHAOQOS”

Haiti is on the verge of “total
chaos” as coordinated gang vio-
lence continues to escalate,
threatening the State’s ability to
maintain public order, the UN’s
top envoy for the country
warned on April 21.

Special Representative Maria
Isabel Salvador told ambassa-
dors in the Security Council that
a “deliberate and coordinated”
campaign is being waged by or-
ganized crime groups to expand
territorial control and paralyze
the capital, Port-au-Prince.

Recent gang attacks have
targeted previously unaffected
areas such as Delmas and Pétion
-Ville, while the storming of the
town of Mirebalais marked the
fifth prison break in less than a
year.

“The magnitude of the vio-
lence has sown panic among the
population,” Ms. Salvador said.

In February and March, more

than 1,000 people were killed
and nearly 400 injured, accord-
ing to UN figures. A further
60,000 have been newly dis-
placed, adding to the one million
Haitians already forced from
their homes as of late 2024.

In the face of rampant vio-
lence, many Haitians have
formed protection groups to
safeguard property, families and
communities. Public frustration
has also prompted thousands of
citizens to take to the streets, de-
manding more security.

While authorities have taken
steps - within their limited
means - to reinforce security op-
erations and policing, these ef-
forts alone are insufficient.

Ms. Salvador stressed the
urgent need for the international
community to step up support.

“At this critical juncture, all
Member States must increase
support to Haiti’s security forc-
es, particularly the Multinational
Security Support (MSS) Mission
- not as a matter of choice but of
necessity,” she said.

“The country needs us more
than ever,” she added.

Authorized by the Security
Council in October 2023, the
MSS Mission is an international
security initiative to assist the
Haitian National Police in com-
bating gang violence and restor-
ing public order.

Led by Kenya, the mission
provides operational support,
capacity-building, and coordi-
nates with police and the armed
forces. However, it continues to
face severe challenges, including
lack of resources and personnel.

The crisis is affecting all as-
pects of life in Haiti. Commer-

cial flights into Port-au-Prince
remain suspended and key roads
are blocked, straining UN opera-
tions and forcing agencies to re-
duce their footprint and provide
lifesaving support remotely.

However, even minimal op-
erations are becoming unsustain-
able due to funding shortfalls.

“The UN’s ability to stay
operational hinges on continued
access, predictable funding and
support to logistical lifelines like
the World Food Program (WFP)
and the UN Humanitarian Air
Service (UNHAS),” Ms. Salva-
dor said, warning that any fur-
ther reduction in aid capacity
could have dire consequences.

The worsening situation has
also crippled health and educa-
tion services.

At least 39 health facilities
and over 900 schools have shut
down due to insecurity. Cholera
outbreaks are spreading, and
sexual and gender-based vio-
lence is on the rise - especially in
displacement sites where shelter,
sanitation and protection are se-
verely lacking.

Ms. Salvador emphasized
that while national authorities
are doing what they can to coor-
dinate security efforts, they lack
the resources and capacity to
counter well-armed and coordi-
nated gangs without external as-
sistance.

“We are approaching a point
of no return,” she said.

“Without timely and decisive
international support, the vio-
lence will continue to escalate,
and Haiti could face total col-
lapse.”

NEWARK MAN CONVICTED
AFTER FAILED ESCAPE ATTEMPT

Prosecutor Theodore N.
Stephens II announced that
an Essex County jury found
one 36-year-old Hanzha Dar-
by of Newark guilty of one
count of 4th Degree Resist-
ing Arrest by Flight on April
16, 2025.

Assistant Prosecutors
Gianna Sanguinetti and Tra-
cy Dennis tried the case be-
fore Judge Lori Grifa.

Assistant Prosecutor San-
guinetti stated that the inci-
dent occurred on May 16,

2024 when Newark Police
officers went to an apartment
at 220 Irvine Turner Boule-
vard to arrest the defendant
on an outstanding warrant.
Darby jumped out of a third-
story window to evade arrest.
He sustained serious injuries
as result of the jump.

“It’s important to hold
people accountable for their
actions. We’re happy with
the verdict and that justice
has been served”, said Assis-
tant Prosecutor Sanguinetti.

Darby is scheduled for sen-
tencing on June 2, 2025. He
faces up to 18 months in state
prison.

Prosecutors ~ Sanguinetti
and Dennis commend New-
ark Police officers for their
work on this case.

Anyone with information
regarding this case is asked
to contact the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office tips line
at 1-877-TIPS-4EC or 1-877-
847-7432. All calls will be
kept confidential.
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect

THE SOUND OF JAZZ

When working at the Coun-
try Club way back when, I had
the opportunity to hobnob with
many very interesting people.
Surprisingly, many of them were
those that worked alongside me
as coworkers. Yet one of the
most beneficial encounters dur-
ing those times was when I was
employed as a nanny. I had the
luxury of sitting in on Bill’s
company’s roundtable meetings
when the crew was summoned to
the house. Bill M. was such a
great guy—I learned a lot from
him. But one thing that he often
said I have utilized throughout
the years, which had been the
following statement: “You are as
good as your black book.”

But he assured me that even
that statement came with fine
print, which is: “It’s not who you
know, but who knows you—and
who knows ya enough to answer
that call no matter what, and will
willingly aid and assist whenev-
er, doing whatever’s needed.”
I’'m told that’s what you call a
real black book.

Ms. Jazz is one of those who
don the page. One of my main
go-to’s. Last night I was ponder-
ing a few things that needed
doin’, and she called me—and in
a wink, I had a laundry list
called could-do or should-do. If
that lady doesn’t know some-
thing in a wink, that natural-born
sleuth sniffs it out and brings it
home. Checks in all the time,
making certain that I’'m okay.
How beautiful. The melodic
sounds of loving service reso-
nate loudly when JAZZ
SPEAKS.

=

Photos Courtesy Andrea Dialect

Visit  Localtalkweekly.com
to read the full story in the En-
tertainment  section. ~ While
you’re at it, check out the ar-
chives and the enjoyment of the
Fine Artistry subjects that ac-
company my words—Ilike Ms.
Jazz here.

Get familiar with all things
Andrea Dialect. You’ll also want
to come along on my Andrea

Dialect Facebook Lab live ses-
sion. Buried treasures turn up
every morning. Come and join
me live as I develop my daily
“PORTAL” sessions. I’ll see you
between 5—6 a.m. Set those noti-
fications. Remember: everything
I do on social is raw, home-
grown, and experimental
mockups. Follow my
(@msdialect Instagram, and let’s
grow out loud together! Like,
follow, and share.

ASK JAZZ

Jazimine Breaker...Since my
diagnosis in 2010, I’ve been ad-
vocating for myself—even more
so. But I have done it all my life.
I am supposed to advocate for
myself and others because natu-
rally I am a protector, and that’s
my purpose. I am a mother. I am
an empath, and I am very sensi-
tive to others’ pain. When I see
others in pain, it hurts me too.

Being in need and wanting to
fix the situation makes you re-
sourceful. My instincts step in,
and I want more and I want to do
more. Before Google and the
internet, my go-to method was
networking and asking. Asking
is key. I ask also if people need
help. It’s important that we uti-
lize each other.....

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com. If  you
have any questions, comments or
concerns, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com.

TOWN WATCH
(Cont. from pg. 10)

to improve access by those who
use wheelchairs, walkers and
strollers. "Local Talk," in its ear-
ly March experience, was told to
use the main floor elevator down
the hall to access the lower level.
There is no signage pointing
back to the library's lower level.

USDOE got involved thanks
to what they said was an anony-
mous complaint. Both Council-
woman Michelle Casalino and
Assistant Business Administra-
tor Peter Smeraldo said they are
more than  familiar  with
"countless" people complaining
about handicapped access diffi-
culties.

Casalino said that she had
difficulties getting her grand-

daughter's stroller through the
main door. The councilwoman
added that WOPL's latest itera-
tion has been open for two years
and that "Phase Two should've
been done last year."

Smeraldo said that he and the
engineering department had been
working on "Phase Two's" fea-
tures: improved exterior lighting,
a center parking lot, a rain drain-
age system and installing park-
ing lot electric vehicle chargers.
He suggested that the township
consider renting more of the
three-story building's space.

Township governors and li-
brarians used 2021-22 state li-
brary construction grants to con-
vert the late 1960s office build-
ing north of the Essex Green
shopping center into a library, an
animal shelter and new DPW
space. 10 Rooney Circle had

housed Lincoln Technical Insti-
tute's national headquarters when
it was owned by Ryder Truck
Rental in the 1970s and for Be-
atrice Foods (think Dannon Yo-
gurt) in the 1980s.

"We've spent a ton of money
on this library and, I'm not sure
if this' the right time to do it but,
if we can get more information,
then we perhaps consider this
again," said Council President
Joseph Krakoviak. "We need to
do it if the investigation has sus-
tained an enforcement action."”

SOUTH ORANGE - Vil-
lage elders may be announcing
at least an interim successor by
now for Police Chief Ernesto
Morillo, who intends to retire as
one of “South Orange's Finest”
April 30.

Morillo, who has been chief

since 2022, announced his retire-
ment plans April 9 - ending his
29 years with the department. He
came aboard in 2005 and was
subsequently promoted as Crimi-
nal Investigations Unit detective
in 2013, sergeant in 2016, then
lieutenant and shift commander
by 2020.

The married father of three
came here by way of the county
jail. He started his law enforce-
ment career as an Essex County
Department of Corrections of-
ficer in 1996.

While chief, Morillo champi-
oned the village's Community
Care and Justice Initiative. He
has also been a Junior Police
Academy instructor.

Village Mayor Sheena Col-
lum has said that she will en-
dorse appointing Deputy Chief

(Continued on page 15)
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Stephen Dolinac as interim chief as early
as the next Village Council meeting.

MAPLEWOOD - The Township
Committee is to let DeHart Park in the
Hilton section go "all natural" on or be-
fore 2027.

The committee, at its April 15 meet-
ing, unanimously adopted the Engineer-
ing, Public Works and Planning Subcom-
mittee's recommendation to replace
DeHart's artificial turf field with grass as
part of its redesign. That redrawing will
be performed by Vanasse Hangen Brus-
tin, Inc. from its Newark office.

Paul Kittner, the Township Engineer
and DPW Director, said that the current
field suffers from drainage problems due
to overuse, maintenance  issues,
"excessively compacted soil and large
amounts of silty clay loams."

The plan, on one hand, will plant
more trees along the park's perimeter. It
will also mean the elimination of the
township's last lighted softball diamond.
That softball diamond is relatively un-
derused. The grass field will be managed
to have no more than 1,600 hours of an-
nual use through periodic closures.

VHB is to be paid with a $65,000
state grant as part of the project's $2,5
million. The overall figure includes a
$75,000 consultant's contract.

BLOOMFIELD - Those who were
anticipating taking Bloomfield Historic
District and/or the Morris Canal and Col-
lins House tours when they should resume
this month or May may need to directly
contact The Friends of the Morris Canal
Greenway and/or the Oakside Cultural
Center - and not Rich Rockwell.

Rockwell, township historian and for-
mer councilman 2018-24, recently told a
reporter that he was told during a Collins
House meeting March 11 by a township
"representative"” to return the gate and rest
room keys he has had since 2010.

He was also told that the March meet-
ing would be the last he could attend and
to no longer set foot on the property. He
retains a position with the Friends of the
Morris Canal Greenway - which he
founded in 2011.

Rockwell's sudden banishment is akin
to corporate leaders firing one of its
founders. He had started monthly public
tours of the Bloomfield Green Historic
Area and the Morris Canal bed in 2012.
The tours grew to between two and four
hours in length and $20 ad\ult admission.
The cost included a tour book and a mini
bus provided by the Bloomfield Recrea-
tion Department.

The Morris Canal Greenway Friends
added the Collins House to their care in

2015 and had been restoring the 18th Cen-
tury canal engineer's house to become a
public museum. Set between the JFK
Parkway (formerly Canal Street) and
Broad Street, the house made Preservation
NJ's endangered historic sites list in 2013.
It had since received $940,000 in matching
state and township grants.

As councilman, Rockwell provided
Collins House information to the town-
ship's grant writer that led to the $450,000
grant awarding. He was also council liai-
son to the greenway committee.

Rockwell indicated that he was not
totally surprised by what happened to him
March 11. He said that he had been ex-
cluded from twice-monthly house meet-
ings between the architect and the contrac-
tor since he resigned from the council
Nov. 19. He said that perhaps the commit-
tee had a more formal agreement with the
township and that it was “strictly follow-
ing the rules.”

MONTCLAIR - Township detectives
have been searching for five males who
are wanted in the April 9 assault and rob-
bery of a teen near Lackawanna Plaza.

Officers said that they had responded
that night to the area of Elm Street and Or-
ange Road on the report of an injured mi-
nor. They found a 16-year-old boy "with
multiple lacerations to his head" and being
helped by two good Samaritans.

The boy said that he was walking in an
alley by the Lackawanna Plaza shopping
center when he said that he was accosted
by five other males. They beat him and
then robbed him of his shoes, backpack
and cell phone before leaving.

Several officers left Elm and Orange to
find the alleyway and for any on scene ev-
idence. They also reviewed a security sur-
veillance recording, which pinned the as-
sault and robbery as between 9:30 and
9:40 p.m.

The victim was taken to Newark Uni-
versity Hospital Trauma Center for the
treatment of non-life-threatening injuries.
Anyone with information is to call Det.
Kevin Ortiz at (973) 509-4771.

BELLEVILLE - The Planning Board
approved at its April 10 meeting the latest
phase of development at the former
Jergens/Roche Pharmaceutical site at 11
Franklin St.

The board granted preliminary and fi-
nal site plan approval for the redeveloper
to build a five story building behind or to
the west of the Starbucks. It will be a
mixed use structure to hold a storefront
Chipotle's and 175 residential dwelling
units.

57 of the said units are to be ear-
marked for residents 55-years-old or older.
The Chipotle's had been advertised as
"coming soon" by a billboard the last two
months on the now-Wawa property.

The accompanying traffic study did

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
Stop Bank Levies!
Stop Creditor Harassment i
Stop Foreclosure!!
Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
Prevent Auto Repossessions
ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.
FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
DAVID WITHERSPOON
Attorney-at-Law
142 Lafayette Street
973-489-9005
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL
MAY REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

* & & O 6 o o o

Stop Wage Garnishments!
Restore Driving Privileges
Call
Newark, NJ 07102

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code.
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not say anything about possible widening Franklin
Street between Clara Maass Drive and Belleville
Avenue. There has been concern that rush hour
traffic spillback along the country road will be ex-
acerbated. There is a provision to widen Mill
Street on the Franklin Mills side.

The five-story building will be the fourth struc-
ture to be built on the former copper mine, follow-
ing Wawa, ExtraSpace Storage and Starbucks.
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Muhammad Hag, MD
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Eddy Simon, MD
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Normita Narvaez, MD
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Roody Dalberis, DNP
Beena Mathew, DNP
Marie Tunis, DNP
Cynthia Mathieu, APN
Primerose Germain, APN
Janiece Howell, APN

Welcome to Our New Center for

Treating Both
Adults and
Children of

All Ages

Sanjaykumar Shah, APN We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
ENDOCRINOLOGY Including
Tara Rajiyah, MD Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
(Adult and Pediatric) And Metabolic Bone Disorders
Rama Reddy, MD . .
) Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both adults and children
(Adult Endocrinology) Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange
PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS Contact us: 973-395-1550 e Orangeheartcenter.net
ey llent VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
NEUROLOGY South Orange: 60 Vosg Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Ruth Clark-Brown. MD Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Avenue Tel. 973-378-2266
Burget Cort, APN Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
PODIATRY Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Avenue Tel. 973-374-8807
Valeriya Anbinder, DPM ~ West Orange: 77 Main Street Tel. 973-324-2090
Women’s Health/Gyn West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-672-3829

Amir Friedman, MD West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Times Herald-Record)
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Uncoated v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [756.000 972.000]
>> setpagedevice


