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Hello Readers, 
 
Local Talk Newspaper is 

happy to celebrate its 24th anni-
versary on November 1, 2024. 
Without the support of our read-
ers, our team of dedicated peo-
ple, and our advertisers it would 
not be possible. Thanks to our 
advertisers, who gave the sup-
port of finance, our readers, who 
gave their support to bring the 
truth even with powerful people 
trying to intimidate us. Without 
our team, nothing is possible. 
Once again, thanks to everyone. 

Also, Happy Diwali to our 
Indian readers. Wishing you all 
a great new year. 

The U.S. Presidential elec-
tion is less than a week away, 
and both candidates are virtually 
tied in the polls. Next week, is a 
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who our leader will be, or if they 
will emerge as a world leader. In 
the world, war and dividing fac-
tors between many countries do 
not show a great future. We need 
a leader who can lead the country 
while making peace between 
many countries. The U.S. should 
be a leader for peace, and for 
peace the U.S. must be neutral, 
so it can impact both sides for a 
peace movement. 

Recently there was a BRICS 
meeting (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) that had 
Russian President Putin and Chi-
nese Premier Xi Jinping in at-
tendance. Russia and China are 
superpowers, and hopefully, In-
dia will be a superpower before 
2030. In 2020, they had border 
disputes, but now China and In-
dia are talking about peace. 
Peace is the best way to live and 
let live for all neighboring coun-
tries. 

In Israel, war has been going 
on for thousands of years. How-
ever, as a leader of the world, the 
U.S. should be neutral to bring 

peace between Israel and Pales-
tine. Hamas is a terrorist group, 
so let the Palestinians with the 
help of Israel and the U.S. shut 
down Hamas. However, at the 
same time. Israel and the U.S. 
must be very careful not to kill 
any Palestinians. No one has the 
right to kill innocent Palestinians 
in the name of eliminating Ha-
mas. 

When I wrote this, the Yan-
kees lost the first three games of 
the World Series. In two games, 
they had a chance to win. The 
first game had the interference of 
a fan, which hurt them. However, 
that should not be an excuse. 
They had the lead in the last in-
ning, but gave up a walkoff 
Grand Slam. The Yankees are 
my favorite team, but by the time 
you see this, the series may be 
over. Only one team in history 
has come back from a 0-3 hole, 
and it was the Red Sox over the 
Yankees in 2004.  

 
Have a wonderful week.  

I’ll talk to you next week. 

critical week. Either we will get 
our first woman president, or a 
former president will serve a 
nonconsecutive second term for 
the second time. The first to do it 
was New Jersey’s own Grover 
Cleveland. 

Kamala Harris is leading in 
some polls by 1 point, and ac-
cording to other polls, Trump is 
leading by 1 point. In the project-
ed electoral college, Trump is 
leading. In the latest poll of USA 
Today on the morning of Octo-
ber 28th, Harris and Trump were 
tied at 48%. 

To win the presidential elec-
tion, one needs 270 electoral col-
lege votes out of 538. No one is 
clearly winning in the electoral 
college. So, as of now, the race 
between VP Harris and former 
President Trump is tied.  

If there is a 269-269 tie, it 
would get broken at state houses 
and assemblies, in which Repub-
lican states have the majority, 
meaning that Trump would likely 
win in this scenario. 

It will be interesting to see 
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CDC - On October 23, 2024, 
CDC Director Mandy Cohen en-
dorsed the CDC Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization Practic-
es' (ACIP) recommendation for 
people 65 years and older and 
those who are moderately or se-
verely immunocompromised to 
receive a second dose of 2024-
2025 COVID-19 vaccine six 
months after their first dose. 

These updated recommenda-
tions also allow for flexibility for 
additional doses (i.e., three or 
more) for those who are moder-
ately or severely immunocompro-
mised, in consultation with their 
healthcare provider (a strategy 
known as shared clinical decision 
making). 

The recommendation 
acknowledges the increased risk 
of severe disease from COVID-
19 in older adults and those who 
are immunocompromised, along 

lowing acute infection and last 
for an extended duration. 

CDC and ACIP will continue 
to monitor COVID-19 vaccine 
safety and effectiveness. CDC 
continues to recommend that 
everyone stay up to date on their 
COVID-19 vaccines, especially 
people ages 65 years and older 
and those with weakened im-
mune systems. 

For more information on up-
dated COVID-19 vaccines visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/

index.html. 
The following statement is 

attributable to CDC Director Dr. 
Mandy Cohen: "This vote allows 
people to make the best decisions 
possible to keep themselves and 
their loved ones safe from 
COVID-19. CDC will continue 
to educate the public on how and 
when to get their updated vac-
cinations so they can risk less 
severe illness and do more of 
what they love."  

with the currently available data 
on vaccine effectiveness and year
-round circulation of COVID-19. 
The recommendation also pro-
vides clarity to healthcare provid-
ers on how many doses should be 
given per year to people who are 
moderately or severely immuno-
compromised and is meant to in-
crease coverage of this second 
dose for that group. 

Data continues to confirm the 
importance of vaccination to pro-
tect those most at risk for severe 
outcomes of COVID-19. Receiv-
ing recommended 2024-2025 
COVID-19 vaccines can restore 
and enhance protection against 
the virus variants currently re-
sponsible for most infections and 
hospitalizations in the United 
States. COVID-19 vaccination 
also reduces the chance of suffer-
ing the effects of Long COVID, 
which can develop during or fol-

Best Wishes on your  
24th Anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Essex-West Hudson Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO 

 

Thomas P. Giblin, President 
Charles N. Hall, Jr.,  
First Vice President 
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By William Hathaway, Jr. 
  
The 2024-25 college basket-

ball season will soon begin, and 
the Big East Conference hosted 
its annual media day. Commis-
sioner Val Ackerman welcomed 
everyone while giving her out-
look for the upcoming year.  

Representing Seton Hall was 
Dylan Addae Wusu, who said 
he is excited for the upcoming 
season and Isaiah Coleman said 
he was ready put the work and 
reflected on the great season 

they had last year as the NIT 
Champions. 

Other players who took part 
in the event were former SHU 
point guard Kadary Richmond 
who transferred to St. John’s. 
He said that he was looking for-
ward to the season. Providence 
point guard Jayden Pierre ex-
pressed the same feeling. 

Legendary head coach Rick 
Pitino said his Red Storm was 
ready for a great season, and 
Marquette head coach Shaka 
Smart said his team plans to 
work together. 

In the women’s Big East 
session, Seton Hall sophomore 

guard Savannah Catalon said the 
team has been working hard for 
the upcoming season.  

Of course, the big draw was 
two time defending champion 
Connecticut, who looks to win 
three in a row. (We can’t say “th
---peat” because Pat Riley is 
said to own the rights, even 
though he never did it.) Also, 
Creighton center Ryan Kalk-
brenner was named preseason 
player of the year.  

As for the preseason poll, 
the SHU women were picked 

7th in the poll, while the men 
were listed at 10th place and St. 
John’s in 5th place. The college 
basketball season opens on No-
vember 4th. 

In the NFL, the Jets man-
aged to disappoint again, thanks 
to a 25-22 loss in the last minute 
of play at the New England Pa-
triots. On Monday Night Foot-
ball, Giants QB Daniel Jones 
added to the loss column with 
his dreadful primetime record, 
losing on the road to the Pitts-
burgh Steelers 26-18. Both NY 
teams are 2-6 and in last place 
in the AFC and NFC East. 

Coaching legend 
Rick Pitino 

Photos By Felicia  
Laguerre Owens 

Big East Commissioner 
Val Ackerman 
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TRENTON - Attorney General Matthew J. 
Platkin and the Division of Highway Traf-
fic Safety remind drivers to be extra cau-
tious on the roads this Halloween and 
avoid ghoulish driving to keep trick-or-
treaters safe. 

As the daylight wanes into darkness on 
Thursday, New Jersey families will take to 
the streets, which means that pedestrians 
may appear unexpectedly, and smaller chil-
dren might not be as aware of traffic dan-
gers. 

“There is nothing better than going out 
dressed as your favorite character or mon-
ster with your children and your friends 
and attending Halloween parties,” said At-
torney General Platkin. “But grownups 
know that no superhero costume in the 
world can protect you from an oncoming 
car or truck. We’re asking both drivers and 
pedestrians to be especially vigilant of their 
surroundings on Halloween.” 

“This Halloween, we are reminding 
drivers that slower speeds save lives. 
Please be attentive and help keep our chil-
dren safe,” said Michael J. Rizol Jr., Direc-
tor of the Division of Highway Traffic 
Safety. “We all share the responsibility of 
keeping New Jersey’s roads safe for every-
one. Be mindful of your surroundings, and 
use caution when approaching intersections 
and on local roads where pedestrians may 
be walking or attempting to cross.” 

Halloween arrives as National Pedestri-
an Safety Month draws to a close, and HTS 
encourages New Jerseyans to use these 
safety tips from its partners at the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation’s National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
Walking should always be a safe and con-
venient way to travel in every community 
across the Garden State, but especially on 
festive days like Halloween. 

Sadly, the need for pedestrian safety 
remains critical. In 2023, 7,318 pedestrians 
were killed in traffic crashes nationwide - a 
slight increase from 2022 but nearly twice 
the number from just 15 years ago. Here in 
New Jersey, pedestrian deaths represented 
28.2% of all traffic fatalities, far above the 
national average of 18%. 

Although New Jersey saw a 10.5% de-
crease in pedestrian fatalities in 2023, with 
171 pedestrians killed compared to 191 in 
2022, the need for vigilance remains. Pre-
liminary statistics from the New Jersey 
State Police show that 164 pedestrians have 

already been killed on New Jersey roadways 
this year. 

“Walking is not only good for your health 
and the environment but should also be stress
-free and safe,” Rizol said. “As we observe 
National Pedestrian Safety Month, I urge all 
drivers to slow down and avoid distractions 
while behind the wheel. Pedestrians are 
counting on you to keep them safe. In New 
Jersey, safer drivers truly save lives.” 

For more information, see 
www.njsaferoads.com.  
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NEWARK - Funeral ar-
rangements have not been posted 
as of Oct. 29 for East Ward Ele-
mentary School art teacher Laura 
Cuevas, 66, who died at Univer-
sity Hospital Saturday from Oct. 
23 auto crash injuries in front of 
Arts High School. 

Cuevas, who would not be 
otherwise heading to Arts High, 
was walking with another teach-
er to 555 Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Blvd. for training. 
Newark Public Schools was 
holding a scheduled staff devel-
opment day that Wednesday, 
giving its students the day off. 

They got as far as AHS' 1996 
wing at about 10:39 a.m. when 
what Newark Public Safety Di-
rector Fritz Frage said was a two 
car collision happened. One of 
the impacted cars lost control 
and struck the two teachers. Re-
sponding NPD officers and EMS 
medics found Cuevas pinned by 
the car against the wall. 

Both teachers were rushed 
and admitted with critical inju-
ries. ECPO, who has now taken 
the investigation's lead, an-
nounced Cuevas' death. The oth-
er teacher's status has been up-
graded. 

The two colliding drivers 
were treated and released for non
-life threatening injuries. Wheth-
er they will be charged for motor 
vehicle or other offences are 
pending the probe's outcome. 

Some may look for parallels 
with Arts junior and cheerleader 
Chiara Jones, 17, being struck by 
a car, leaving her comatose, Feb. 
4. Both car-versus-pedestrian 

accidents happened in front of 
AHA outside of normal school 
hours. 

Jones was disembarking a 
school bus from a Toms River 
cheer competition that Saturday 
night and was walking across 
King Boulevard. Her family and 
their attorney, James Lynch, 
filed a $150 million civil lawsuit 
against the school, the district 
and Best Choice Transportation 
of West Orange here Oct. 7. 

 
IRVINGTON - The owners 

of an east side filling station and 
garage here are among the four 
statewide announced Oct. 24 by 
its commissioner, Shawn M. 
LaTourette, and N.J. Attorney 
General Matt Platkin for failing 
to remediate their property as 
promised. 

LaTourette and Platkin are 
telling AB Trading Enterprises 
and 959-961 Clinton Associates, 
Irvington: "You had agreed in 
your municipal court in 2019 to 
pay penalties and to clean up 
found contamination. You have 
done neither. Comply and pay up 
or face more civil penalties." 

The DEP had brought AB, 
959-61 Clinton and owner Alex-
ander Briiukhan, of Colts Neck, 
to Irvington Municipal Court in 
2018 as one of 72 gas stations 
statewide on grounds of environ-
mental justice. 

That agency said they were 
made aware as early as 2003 that 
motor fuel had been leaking 
from its metal underground stor-
age tanks and had spread into 
neighboring properties. The 
longstanding service station on 
Clinton and Harrison avenues' 
northeast corner, is on a block 
shared by several residences plus 
the Transcend Church and a day 
care center across Harrison. 

The July 2019 Administra-
tive Consent Order made before 
an Irvington municipal judge 
calls for AB/959 to pay the 
DEP's penalties and hire "a li-
censed state remediation profes-
sional" at its own expense to 
cleanup the contamination under 
state agency observation. 

The DEP, however, was nev-
er called to the corner gas station 
and found it had never carried 
out its part of the order. The 
agency said it was "forced to 
conduct intrusion vapor sam-
pling" at the daycare center in 
early 2024 but found no vapor 
intrusion at the daycare center. 

Petroleum-based motor vehi-

cle fuel contains benzene, a 
chemical that is cancerous as a 
liquid and a vapor. Newer and 
some older filling stations have 
replaced their metallic under-
ground take with concrete ones. 

 
EAST ORANGE - There 

are two things about the New 
Jersey Department of Education 
should it fill the East Orange 
School District's 2024-25 budg-
et's shortfall - as indicated by an 
agency's Oct. 26 comment and 
the recent experience of several 
other "Local Talk" area public 
school districts. 

EOSD may likely receive the 
$25 million as a loan, to be paid 
back as a 30-year municipal 
bond issue. The agency will send 
a monitor to supervise - with ve-
to power - future budgets drawn 
up by administrators and the 
board of education. 

Nutley Public Schools, since 
realizing a $7 million 2023-24 
budget deficit in April, received 
its NJDOE loan and a monitor in 
May. Its monitor nixed a salary 
line item to its current 2024-25 
budget. 

Belleville received a $4 mil-
lion loan and a monitor in 2014. 
Although school officials and 
contracted auditors as late as Oc-
tober consider Belleville Public 
Schools' financial ship as stable, 
its NJDOE monitor is still on 
board. 

NJDOE, whatever remedy it 
dispenses to the East Orange dis-
trict, will not be happy about it, 
going by the following Friday 
statement by agency spokes-
woman Laura Frederick: 

"EOSD's reports that they're 
experiencing a budget shortfall 
so early in the school year raises 
concerns. Unfortunately, the dis-
trict did not follow steps, includ-
ing timely notification to the de-
partment. The department is at-
tempting to gather additional in-
formation from the district." 

Department officials, added 
Frederic later, had met with ES-
OD administrators Oct. 21 - and 
that a possible DOE takeover of 
the 9,303-student, 20 school 
building district was never dis-
cussed. The Board of Education, 
at their Oct. 16, sent out Dec. 15 
layoff notices to 93 of its em-
ployees, including 71 teachers. 

 
ORANGE - A city man, said 

a sexual assault victim to Fair-
field police detectives Oct. 14, 
got far worse than what she had 

expected at her appointment with 
him there. 

Responding FPD officers 
said that they met a woman at 
363 Rt 46 West and told them 
that Jonathan Colombo, 31, had 
explicitly contacted her after he 
had added veneers to her dental 
work. 

She said that Colombo had 
advertised "newyousmiles" and 
"newyoudental" on Instagram. 
She called him and made an ap-
pointment after negotiating on 
the work and price. 

FPD called in the ECPO 
Special Victims Unit. Detectives 
from both agencies found that he 
was operating without certifica-
tion; they first arrested Colombo 
on practicing medicine without a 
license at his Fairfield office 
Oct. 15. 

Authorities are looking for 
any other Colombo victims. Co-
lombo was in a building occu-
pied by several licensed dentists. 

ELECTION UPDATE: Or-
ange's Vote By Mail Dropbox 
location, according to the Essex 
County Board of Elections Sept. 
20 voters guide, has moved to 
Orange City Hall at 29 North 
Day St. 

 
WEST ORANGE - Superin-

tendent of Schools Dr. Hayden 
Moore joined fellow West Or-
ange Public Schools officials 
Oct. 25 in hailing tow of their 
own rescuing two students from 
choking in separate incidents the 
week before. 

Moore said that respective 
Redwood Elementary and West 
Orange High School Physical 
Education Department members 
Franco Cozzolino and David 
Grant used the Heimlich Maneu-
ver to dislodge objects blocking 
each student's airway. 

Cozzolino, Redwood's Phys. 
Ed. teacher, happened to be in a 
classroom when a student got to 
his desk and collapsed, knocking 
over his own chair and clutching 
his chest. The teacher applied the 
Heimlich Maneuver to cough up 
some food blocked in his throat. 

The child, said Cozzolino, 
was immediately alert, breathing 
and talkative. Although Cozzoli-
no took him to a water fountain 
for a drink and returned to the 
classroom, the student said he 
was "fine but scared." He was 
brough home by one of his par-
ents as a precaution. 

Grant, WOHS's Instructional 
(Continued on page 12) 
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full 
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them 
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants 
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.  
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NEWARK - A Newark business owner ad-
mitted to bribing a former city official in ex-
change for that official’s assistance in ac-
quiring and redeveloping Newark-owned 
properties, U.S. Attorney Philip R. Sellinger 
announced. 

Irwin Sablosky, 64, of Springfield, plead-
ed guilty before U.S. District Judge Made-
line Cox Arleo in Newark federal court to 
two counts of an indictment charging him 
with honest services fraud and bribery.  

“As he admitted in court, Irwin Sablosky 
provided cash and jewelry to Carmelo Gar-
cia, a former Newark deputy mayor and di-
rector of the Newark Department of Eco-
nomic and Housing Development in ex-
change for Garcia’s use of his influence to 
assist Sablosky’s acquisition of various 
Newark-owned properties for redevelop-
ment, defrauding the people of Newark of 
their right to the official’s honest services,” 
U.S. Attorney Sellinger said. 

“He corrupted the public official’s inde-
pendent judgment and violated the public 
trust for his own financial gain. Our office 
will continue to work with our law enforce-
ment partners to make sure that the people of 
New Jersey are protected from public offi-
cials whose greed overrides their sworn duty 
to serve the people and from the individuals 
who bribe those officials.” 

“By bribing a government official, Mr. 
Sablosky undermined the best interests of his 
community and threatened the confidence its 
citizens have in those that take an oath to 
serve the public,” Special Agent in Charge 
Jenifer L. Piovesan, IRS Criminal Investiga-
tion, Newark Field Office, said. “IRS-CI is 
committed to fostering trust in the legal sys-
tem and holding bad actors accountable.” 

“Irwin Sablosky’s selfish actions and se-
vere abuse of power violated the public trust 
and risked jeopardizing the integrity of the 
federal process for fair and honest acquisi-
tions of government owned properties to fur-
ther his own self interests,” said Special 
Agent-in-Charge Vicky Vazquez with the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-

velopment, Office of Inspector General. 
“HUD OIG remains steadfast in its commit-
ment to working with our prosecutorial, law 
enforcement, and oversight partners to ag-
gressively pursue individuals who engage in 
activities that threaten the integrity of HUD 
programs.” 

According to documents filed in the case 
and statements made in court: Sablosky ad-
mitted bribing Garcia - who was also execu-
tive vice president and chief real estate of-
ficer of the Newark Community Economic 
Development Corporation (NCEDC) - in ex-
change for Garcia’s assistance with the ac-
quisition and redevelopment of city-owned 
property. 

According to documents filed in the case 
and statements made in court: From 2017 
through April 2019, Sablosky, Frank Val-
vano Jr., and others provided significant 
monetary payments and other benefits to 
Garcia while he was serving as a high-level 
Newark official, and prior to that, as an exec-
utive officer of the NCEDC (now known as 
Invest Newark), in exchange for Garcia’s use 
of his official positions and influence within 
the city of Newark and the NCEDC to ad-
vance real estate development matters of in-
terest to Sablosky and Valvano. 

These matters included obtaining prelim-
inary designation letters for Sablosky and 
Valvano and securing Newark-approved re-
development agreements (RDAs) that al-
lowed them to purchase and acquire various 
Newark-owned properties for redevelop-
ment, and to ensure that Garcia did not use 
his influence and authority to act against 
their interests. In addition to cash, Sablosky 
and Valvano also gifted Garcia jewelry, in-
cluding multiple high-end watches and 
chains, from their pawnbroker and jewelry 
business. 

Phone records and text messages ob-
tained by law enforcement show extensive 
communication between Garcia, Valvano, 
Sablosky, and others throughout this period 
of time, including text messages in which 
Garcia arranged to personally collect cash 

provided by Sablosky and Valvano. In one 
instance, in June 2018, Sablosky and Val-
vano, through an intermediary, supplied Gar-
cia, then the city’s acting deputy mayor and 
director of the city’s DEHD, $25,000 in cash 
as part of the stream of bribes provided to 
Garcia. 

The honest services fraud charge in 
Count 18 of the indictment carries a maxi-
mum potential penalty of 20 years in prison. 
The bribery charge in Count 26 carries a 
maximum penalty of 10 years in prison. All 
charges are punishable by a fine of $250,000 
or twice the amount of the pecuniary gain 
from the offense. Sentencing is scheduled for 
Feb. 20, 2025. 

Sablosky originally was charged by in-
dictment in October 2021 with Valvano, 56, 
of Florham Park, and Garcia, 59, of Hobo-
ken. Garcia previously pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to defraud the city of Newark and the 
NCEDC of Garcia’s honest services, honest 
services wire fraud, and receiving bribes in 
connection with the business of a federally 
funded local government and organization 
and awaiting sentencing. Valvano’s case is 
pending before Judge Arleo, and he is pre-
sumed innocent unless and until proven 
guilty. 

U.S. Attorney Sellinger credited special 
agents of the FBI’s Newark Field Office, un-
der the direction of Acting Special Agent in 
Charge Nelson I. Delgado; special agents of 
IRS-Criminal Investigation, under the direc-
tion of Special Agent in Charge Piovesan, 
and special agents of the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Office of 
Inspector General, under the direction of 
Special Agent in Charge Vicky Vazquez, 
with the investigation leading to the guilty 
plea. 

The government is represented by Elaine 
K. Lou, Deputy Chief of the Criminal Divi-
sion, and Katherine J. Calle and Edeli Rivera 
of the U.S. Attorney’s Office’s Special Pros-
ecutions Division.  

Aide and Strength and Conditioning Coach, 
applied the maneuver later that week on a 
student during a lunch period. 

"I'm so proud and grateful to our staff 
here," said Morre Friday. "Their commit-
ment to our students goes beyond the aca-
demic and extends to their health, safety and 
well-bine every day." 

Cozzolino noted that choking and other 
unintentional fatalities are the fourth leading 
cause of death in the U.S. and urged all to 
learn the Heimlich Maneuver and CPR. 

 
SOUTH ORANGE - Cong. Andrew 

Kim returned to the "PAC" he prefers - the 
South Orange Performing Arts Center - for 
an Oct. 22 "Meet and Greet" as part of his 

campaign for the U.S. Senate. 
Kim (D-Moorestown) discussed the need 

to restore public trust in government through 
'reforms and bipartisan cooperation. The cur-
rent New Jersey Third Congressional District 
representative was last here May 13 for a 
primary candidate debate hosted in part by 
the ACLU-NJ, League of Women Voters 
and WNYC/New Jersey Public Radio. 

The second-generation Korean American 
that Monday night was comparing and con-
trasting views on issues with Democratic pri-
mary competitors Patricia Campos-Medina 
and Lawrence "Larry" Hamm. Kim and 
Campos-Medina were plaintiffs in a U.S. 
Third Circuit Federal Court whose judge 
temporarily struck down the state's county or 
party line voting ballot design. 

A majority of Democratic voters picked 

Kim on June 4 to represent them on the Nov. 
5 General Election block ballot. He, Curtis 
Bashaw (R-Cape May), Kenneth Kaplan 
(Libertarian-Parsippany), Patricia G. 
Mooneyham (Socialism and Liberation-
Turnersville) Joannie Kuniansky (Socialist 
Workers-W. New York) and Christina Khalil 
(Green-Hackensack) are asking voters 
statewide to succeed the resigned Robert 
"Bob" Menendez (D-Paramus) as New Jer-
sey's junior senator. 

Kim, however, will not accept money 
from the other type of "PAC" - Political Ac-
tion Committees - since first signing an ab-
stinence pledge in 2018. He has accepted 
endorsements from Retail, Warehouse and 
Department Store Union AFL-CIO 
(including Maplewood-based Local 108), the 

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on     and  

By Walter Elliott 
 
IRVINGTON - Relatives, 
friends, colleagues, neighbors 
and dignitaries paid respects to 
Marie Charite Orelien in mas-
sive force here at Irvington Cen-
ter Oct. 25. 

Orelien's remains had just 
been transferred from the New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church into a 
horse drawn hearse supplied by 
the Island Memorial Funeral 
Home at 12:20 p.m. that Friday. 
Following her casket was a ca-
pacity crowd of mourners, many 
of whom walked to their cars 
parked on neighboring streets 
and parking lots. 

Irvington police officers, 
who had earlier closed two 
blocks of Nye Avenue and de-
touring NJTransit's No. 94 
route's northbound buses, closed 
Springfield Avenue between 
Beasley Civic Square and Stuy-
vesant Avenue while the funeral 
procession assembled. 

Traffic - including buses on 
the Nos. 21, 26, 70 and 94 
routes, were held for about 20 
minutes while mourning motor-
ists headed west on the avenue. 
Most of the 84 cars "Local Talk" 
counted followed Orelien's last 
physical trip to Union's Holly-
wood Memorial Park. 

Some mourners turned left 
onto the seemingly more direct 
route of Stuyvesant Avenue. 
They were delayed by traffic 
volume south to Mill Street in-
stead. Six clerics - Bishop Louis 
A. Metellus and pastors Stevens 
Charles, Joseph Tancrel Diegue, 
Jean Maurice, Kenislo Ojentis 
and Joseph Thelusca - presided 
over her service. 

Proclamations for Orelien 
were presented from U.S. Sena-
tor Helmy, State Senator Renee 
Burgess, Irvington Council Pres-
ident Jamillah Z. Beasley and 
mayors Anthony Vauss 
(Irvington) Dwayne Warren 
(Orange) and Derek Armstead 

(Linden). 
Irvington Councilwoman - 

and Orelien's daughter - Dr. 
Charnette Frederic was among 
the mourners. The at-large repre-
sentative and former council 
president was far from alone 
among the mourners. 

Marie C. Orelien, 74, who 
died here Oct. 13, was described 
as "a woman of profound love 
and unwavering strength." The 
family matriarch and husband 
Joseph Orelien had emigrated 
from Haiti to raise twin sons Jo-
seph Ricarto and Joseph Bricarto 
Orelien as well as daughter 
Charnette. 

Born July 12, 1950 in Cazal, 
Haiti, Marie Charite married Jo-
seph Orelien in January 1976. 
Husband Joseph, in search of a 
better life, came to Irvington by 
way of French Guiana. Marie 
rejoined Charles here in 1996, 
when her three children, in her 
obituary, "would come to know 
here not just as a mother but as a 

constant source of love, care and 
guidance." 

She instilled in her children 
"The importance of independ-
ence as well as the necessity of 
helping the less fortunate with 
respect and dignity." 

Son Ricarto became a com-
puter science engineer "with a 
heart for helping others, particu-
larly with Humanitarian Parole." 
Twin Bricarto became a finan-
cial broker and a "devoted fami-
ly man of faith and integrity." 

Grandsons Nathan Orelien 
and Ben Fredric, granddaughters 
Brianna, Keira and Bella Ore-
lien, brother Luc Fleury, sisters 
Annicie, Lucette and Andremene 
Fleury are among her survivors. 

"Charnite was a beacon of 
light in her community. Her 
kindness, faith and generosity of 
spirit touched countless lives. 
Her memory will continue to 
inspire those who had the privi-
lege of knowing her."  
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Communication Workers of 
America, the American Federa-
tion of Teachers-New Jersey, the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, the "Philadelphia En-
quirer" and NJ.com, among oth-
er organizations. 

 
MAPLEWOOD - One ques-

tion likely prevailed among 
members of the Maplewood 
Film Society before and after 
their screening of "The Appren-
tice" here at the Woodland Oct. 
28. 

MFS co-founders Lisa Co-
hen and Angela Matusik may 
have asked each other and their 
600 members whether they have 
met prospective new owners of 
the Maplewood Theater and 
what is the new ownership's in-

tention. 
The new owner, according to 

rumor for the last two weeks, has 
supposedly approached The Lost 
Picture Theater LLC of Green 
Brook about buying 151-55 
Maplewood Ave., a 1927-built 
two story structure that contains 
five offices or stores - and the 
closed-since-the-pandemic 
Maplewood Theatre. 

Film Society members, who 
banded together in March, are 
concerned that the purported 
buyer would replace the six-
screen, 1,412-seat theater with 
housing or a hotel. That and 
commercial-retail use is permit-
ted by a redevelopment plan pre-
sented in August by the Town-
ship Committee and contracted 
planner Paul Grygyl. 

The redevelopment zone - 
one block holding eight proper-

ties bordered by Maplewood Av-
enue, Inwood Place, Woodland 
Avenue and Durand Place - al-
lows for the current or reuse of 
the now-Green Way grocer and 
the corner Maplewood Trust/
Bank of America building. 

MFS advocates reopening 
the theater for fill screening and/
or theatrical performing arts 
space -also an allowable use. by 
the plan. The group have said so 
as late as the Sept. 24 special 
meeting on the plan. 

The society Grygyl and the 
committee are all seeking reuse 
of current spaces that are in 
keeping with the character of the 
pedestrian-oriented Maplewood 
(or Jefferson) Village. 

What the society is calling 
for is what Maplewood Theater 
had in 1927 - silent movies and 
stage performances prior to the 

advent of talking pictures. Cine-
Labs has leased the theatre in 
2022 and was supposedly reo-
pening it after a remodeling. 

 
BLOOMFIELD - Township 

detectives are looking for three 
people who robbed two busi-
nesses along the Ampere section 
of Bloomfield Avenue here Oct. 
27 and 15-16. 

The latest incident, a report-
ed "robbery in progress" at 12:30 
a.m. Oct. 27 brought responding 
police officers to the Sunoco sta-
tion at 72 Bloomfield Ave. 

Employees there said that "a 
Hispanic male" had robbed them 
of proceeds and fled east on the 
avenue. There are no further de-
tails as of press time. 

BPD gumshoes are also 
fielding a pair of back-to-back 

TOWN WATCH (Cont. from pg. 12) 

(Continued on page 15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OP-ED By Andrea Dialect 
 

NEVER THAT            
 

BRACE YOURSELF 
 
Who Pushed Me? 

 
If you were to be that fly on 

the wall when I’m out and about, 
and I were to run into some of 
my male associates and friends, 
you’d see them raise their arms 
and expand those hands as if to 
block the likelihood of me giv-
ing them a couple blows to the 
body.  

While I spew off those words 
which support my bullying tac-
tic, these gluttons for punish-
ment play the timid, snotty-
nosed kid whose shuffling feet 
and body dips and dive moves 
work nicely, as by the skin of the 
tooth they avoid my wrath.  

When I speed-walk or jump 
out of the bus or car and run up 
on them - then there’s those that 
I mentally spar with as we dish 
those lick-backs during our ver-
bal speed slaps of sarcasm. I 
have so much fun with those cra-
zy folk, as do our onlookers. 
Most likely, they could knock 
me out cold in a milli if they 
wanted to. But each, who are 
smart as whips by the way, and 
such good guys - never ever 
would, I think (lol). 

It is encounters such as those 
that make pushing through what-
ever has shown up, or what I am 
or am not dealing with, a bit eas-
ier. In those hoodscapes, there 
are so many good guys. Then 
there’s the ladies of all ages that 
I cut up with as I play their ma-
ma or whatever other role play 
they and I decide to do. Then 
there are those who push me 
ahead, who might just be chil-
dren, my children, Granny’s 

children, or perhaps teens or 
those youngins like those who 
ride my bus weekdays daily, or 
those many sharp intellects - 
friends, family, or foes - that are 
always sharpening the ol' dome. 

Today, this morning, early 
a.m., I got a big unexpected push 
that flung me forward to the 
point that I had to catch my bear-
ings. At 5:30 this morning, my 
oldest daughter swung by to 
bring me to work. It was her 
gym day. We rode together si-
lently, listening to her morning 
tunes. My drop-off spot is pretty 
close, so include that with my 
daughter’s love of speed, and I’d 
arrived at the workspace before 
I’d blinked. 

As I jumped out, she reached 
behind the seat and handed me a 
bag. “Mom, this is for you.” I 
got out, we said our farewells, 
and by that second blink, she had 
zoomed away. I was so happy 

for my surprise. I jumped in my 
bus and sped off. Wait - could 
she have gotten speeding from 
me? Naw (lol). I sped away from 
the lot only to maintain my nor-
mal speed of about 25 mph, let 
my kids and some of those sar-
castic homies of mine tell it.  

I didn’t open it right away 
because I decided to make it part 
of my Facebook live session of 
My Portal. I yanked it out of that 
lovely gift bag that I will be re-
purposing and carefully exam-
ined the neatly wrapped hidden 
item. It was beautifully pack-
aged; the paper was of nice 
weight and good quality (which I 
will be repurposing, of course). 

By the way of its shape and 
feel, I thought it to be a book. 
There was a small square-shaped 
card attached that read simply 
“Mom.” When I flipped it open, 
she said, and I quote (date 
10/28/24): “Saw this and thought 
of you... Don’t give up!” 

Signed Key, and there’s a 
tiny drawn heart and, above the 
words, three flowers - hand-
drawn. ...  

 
 Read this article in its entirety 

at www.localtalkweekly.com and 
type The Observation Booth, Andrea 
Dialect and/or Entertainment Sec-
tion in the search bar. If you are in-
terested in participating in a chal-
lenge, project  sharing a topic, news 
or if you have any questions, com-
ments or concerns, send them to 
localtalkandrea@gmail.com. 

Photos Courtesy  
Andrea Dialect 
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day robberies that cost the Staples store at 
least $848.99. The Oct. 15 incident, said 
employees, involved a female suspect 
who asked about a PlayStation 5 valued at 
$499.99. When an employee placed the 
game console on the sales counter, the 
suspect left the store with it. 

A male suspect, on Oct. 16, asked 
about a pair of Bose headphones valued at 
$349. He went behind the sales counter 
once the headphones were placed there 
and took it without paying.    

ELECTION NOTE: Per reports, Jes-
sica Aviles, as of Sept. 30, has suspended 
her school board campaign. Her name, 
however, remains on the Bloomfield 
Board of Education Ballot. 

 
MONTCLAIR - Township planning 

board are considering revising its cellular 
telephone tower and equipment installa-
tion regulations with a possible public 
hearing and final vote past filing deadline 
7 p.m. Oct. 29. 

The revision, introduced at the board's 
Oct. 7 meeting, would change the installa-
tion procedure along public rights of way. 
It calls for residents and other property 
owners within a 200-foot radius of the 
proposed cell tower and/or transceiver 
installation site be notified in advance. 

The 200-foot radius notification 
would act the same way notifications for 
proposed site plans before the township's 
planning or zoning boards do - it gives 
residents a chance to sound off on the 
proposed location. The new rule seeks 
preventing a cellular company to install 
their devices among several of 
Montclair's alleys. 

Oct. 27's vote, however, may hinge on 
whether several questions from Oct. 7 
among its members have been answered. 
One question, for example, is whether 
that Montclair has domain over a county 
road or right of way. 

MPB panelist and Mayor DR. Renee 
Baskerville said that she wished that the 
board had run the proposed revision past 
the Township Council for their say. 

 
GLEN RIDGE - Mayor Deborah 

Mans, for the first time, lighted a Diya 
lamp here at the Municipal Building 5 
p.m. Oct. 27 to celebrate Diwali here. 

The Diya lighting is a highlight of the 
26-to-96-hour celebration of Diwali. The 
Sunday night event here joined similar 
lightings, dances and feasts in Montclair 
and Maplewood that weekend. 

Diwali, also called Deepavali, are ob-
served by Hindus, Jains, Silks and Newar 
Buddhists of the dharmic faiths. Although 
each religion has its reason for celebrat-
ing, Diwali celebrates the triumph of light 
over darkness. Their overlapping holidays 
agree on 6:22 a.m. Oct. 31 - 8:46 a.m. 
Nov. 1 peak period. 

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 14) The Glen Ridge Public Schools, for 
the first time, has closed Nov. 1 for Diwa-
li - although it is an extension of a break 
for Nov. 5 Election Day and the Nov. 6-7 
NJEA Teachers Convention in Atlantic 
City. The borough district joined 
Montclair and South Orange-Maplewood 
in adding the holiday on their calendars. 

There were no traditional fireworks 
set off here, Montclair or Maplewood due 
to the record-breaking statewide drought 
and open fire ban. News 12 noted eight 
particular Morris and Middlesex County 
towns currently banning all fireworks. 
Diwali celebrants should check with their 
fire departments. 

 
BELLEVILLE - Take a good look at 

the temporary bike lane along Division 
Avenue between Norton Street and Belle-
ville High School before Friday night. 

That two-lane separated bicycle path 
for that long Norton-BHS block was put 
up Oct. 24 as part of a grant-funded 
demonstration project. Provisions have 
been made for Division Avenue residents, 
including access to their driveways and 
overnight parking at BHS's parking lot by 
its tennis courts. 

That pop-up project will be pulled up, 
including temporary No Parking signs, 
plastic posts and painted lines, by 12:01 
a.m. Nov. 2. Whether it whole or in vari-
ance returns depends on the police and 
public works findings sent to project fun-
ders Rutgers-Voorhes Transportation 
Center, Sustainable N.J. and the North 
Jersey Transportation Authority. 

NJPTA, through its Complete Streets 
Technical Assistance Program had grant-
ed Belleville funds to develop a bicycle 
network. Its application of a dedicated 
bicycle right-of-way apparently put off 
Mayor Michael Melham. 

"I knew discussions were happening 
on this temporary project, but I trusted 
others to handle it," said Melham on his 
own Facebook posting. Oct. 24. "To be 
clear, the town did NOT dream up this 
project nor am I blaming the town for its 
execution; after all, we received a grant 
by the organization for the study. I have 
concerns on turning westbound onto Divi-
sion and how a garbage truck can collect 
garbage in the middle of two-wat traffic 
and a double bike lane." 

The mayor said that he has "made my 
concerns and frustrations known to the 
Town Manager and Police Chief" Oct. 25. 
The project highlighted an Oct. 30 Bike to 
School Day by BHS, the township and the 
E-Z Ridge Transportation Management 
Association. A bike safety program was 
scheduled at BHS for Nov. 1. 

 
NUTLEY - Township voters, as of 

Oct. 20, have a fifth candidate to consider 
for its board of education although that 
name is not on the ballot. 

Kerry L. Walsh had launched his 

write-in campaign that Sunday via his own Kerry 
L. Walsh for Nutley Board of Education Nutley 
Facebook page. Walsh has been a member of the 
Nutley Rescue Squad as an EMT medic since be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic until its shutdown. 

Walsh and fellow challenger Stephen Gilberti, 
who is on the ballot, are running a joint campaign. 
They said they "Will Bring Back Trust and Ac-
countability." 

Walsh himself intends to "Restore Financial 
Accountability, Enhance School Safety and Re-
store Trust Through Open Communication." He 
wants to end "Closed Door Decisions." 

"Write-in Walsh," as he calls himself, and "7 
Million Reasons" Gilberti are challenging on-the-
ballot NBOE Vice President Joseph Battaglia and 
fellow incumbents Daniel Fraginals and Nicholas 
Scotti - all of whom are conducting individual 
campaigns. The five are looking to fill three 
school board seats with voter consent. 
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Welcome to Our New Center for 
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases 

VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 
  

South Orange:  60 Vose Avenue     Tel. 973-763-5200 
Maplewood:   2091 Millburn Avenue    Tel. 973-378-2266 
Bloomfield:  135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B  Tel. 973-743-2248 
Newark:  202 Stuyvesant Avenue   Tel. 973-374-8807 
West Orange:  77 Main Street    Tel. 973-324-2090 
West Orange: 95 Main Street      Tel. 973-672-3829 
West Orange:  92 Old Northfield Avenue   Tel. 973-736-5552 

We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders 
Including 

Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis 
And Metabolic Bone Disorders 

  
  

Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both adults and children  
Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange 

Treating Both 
Adults and 
Children of 

All Ages 
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