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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

Kamala Harris is thinking to
put a ban on price gouging for
food and groceries. However, the
cost of groceries and food de-
pend upon transportation, higher
wages of the employees (as the
minimum wage has increased
drastically in many states in past
five years) etc.

In New Jersey, the minimum
wage in 2014 was $8.25, 2019 -
$10.00 and 2024 - $15.13. The
majority of the small shops can-
not afford the minimum wage, so
the owners and/or managers have
to work harder to fill in the gaps
with fewer employees. Still, the
cost of wages and state and fed-
eral taxes goes indirectly to the
cost of food and groceries. Dol-
lar stores used to be a $1; now,
they are $1.25, but many items
are sold for $5 in the store.
Those prices are at that level for
the stores to survive. Dollar Tree
announced in March that there
would be a maximum price of $7

for special items while the regular
price will be $1.50.

Not long ago, Dollar Tree ac-
quired Family Dollar at the price
of $8.5 billion according to
nj.com. The price for groceries
has gone up about 6.8% in the
past 12 months. Finally, who
pays for these price and wage in-
creases? The consumers. The dis-
tribution of more and more food
stamps also will raise the prices.

According to SNAP, the food
stamp distribution in 2023 was
41.9 million people in 22.2 mil-
lion households receiving bene-
fits. In 1974, 12.9 million people,
or 6.0% of the total U.S. popula-
tion, received such benefits. In
2023, this works out to $3,007 in
gross monthly income and $2,313
in net monthly income. At the
same time, the SNAP program
has different levels of food plans.
The highest food plan is the
Thrifty Food Plan. That Plan is
made up of specific amounts of
various food categories - such as
dark green vegetables, whole fruit
and poultry - that together com-
prise a practical, cost-effective
diet that meets dietary guidance.
However, due to inflow of mi-
grants, that may increase the cost
of food distribution.

In 2023 total food outlays
were $209.3 billion. There are

many programs that the politi-
cians are creating and spending
money on to show they are work-
ing for the people. However, they
usually already prepare their team
of employees made up of their
friends and family members to
work on that program. It is the
way they create a strong team at
the expense of taxpayer money in
my opinion. The 2024 budget will
be astronomical, as more and
more migrants may be allowed to
join these food programs.

After withdrawing his name
from the presidential race, Joe
Biden appeared with his Vice
President and the Democratic
Party’s presidential candidate Ka-
mala Harris on August 15, at
Maryland, next state to Delaware,
Biden’s home state. He did not
speak much, but it seemed like he
was alert. Harris and Biden both
spoke about lowering drug costs
as their main agenda.

However, what has been done
in the past three years about the
drug costs, they must answer for
their side of the story. His plan
consists of negotiations with drug
companies to save $6 billion. It
does not seem like a solid plan.
Drug companies are masters in
changing the cost despite the law.
Also, negotiations could have
been made in the past three and a

half years.

President Joe Biden’s Execu-
tive Order on July 9 included var-
ious steps toward making good
on campaign promises to take on
pharmaceutical companies by al-
lowing the importation of pre-
scription drugs and curbing the
high cost of medicines. At the
end of his term, for the election
promise, he negotiated with the
drug companies.

I am not totally impressed
with the proposal promise. This
should have been done a long
time ago. Most of the drugs are
coming from India to the pharma-
cies. India has 10% of the cost of
drugs here in the U.S. Why don’t
they allow drugs for the consum-
er to import directly from any
country with their own risk?

Harris said that she will have
her first press conference after the
Democratic National Convention.
Trump has agreed to debate Har-
ris on Sept. 10th, but Harris has
not agreed to two debates Trump
offered on Sept. 4th and Sept.
25th. The Vice Presidential can-
didates have agreed to debate on
Oct. 1. Presidential candidates
should have at least three debates
for the sake of the voters.

Have a wonderful week.
D’ll talk to you next week.
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MPOX OUTBREAK DECLARED A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN

WHO Director-General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
has determined that the upsurge
of mpox in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo (DRC) and a
growing number of countries in
Africa constitutes a public health
emergency of international con-
cern (PHEIC) under the Interna-
tional Health Regulations (2005)
(IHR).

Dr. Tedros’s declaration came
on the advice of an IHR Emer-
gency Committee of independent
experts who met earlier in the day
to review data presented by ex-
perts from WHO and affected
countries. The Committee
formed the Director-General that
it considers the upsurge of mpox
to be a PHEIC, with potential to
spread further across countries in
Africa and possibly outside the
continent.

The Director-General will
share the report of the Commit-
tee’s meeting and, based on the

in-

advice of the Committee, issue
temporary recommendations to
countries.

In declaring the PHEIC, Dr
Tedros said, "The emergence of a
new clade of mpox, its rapid
spread in eastern DRC, and the
reporting of cases in several
neighboring countries are very
worrying. On top of outbreaks of
other mpox clades in DRC and
other countries in Africa, it’s
clear that a coordinated interna-
tional response is needed to stop
these outbreaks and save lives.”

WHO Regional Director for
Africa Dr. Matshidiso Moeti said,
“Significant efforts are already
underway in close collaboration
with communities and govern-
ments, with our country teams
working on the frontlines to help
reinforce measures to curb mpox.
With the growing spread of the
virus, we’re scaling up further
through coordinated international
action to support countries bring
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the outbreaks to an end.”

Committee Chair Professor
Dimie Ogoina said, “The current
upsurge of mpox in parts of Afri-
ca, along with the spread of a
new sexually transmissible strain
of the monkeypox virus, is an
emergency, not only for Africa,
but for the entire globe. Mpox,
originating in Africa, was ne-
glected there, and later caused a
global outbreak in 2022. It is
time to act decisively to prevent
history from repeating itself.”

This PHEIC determination is
the second in two years relating
to mpox. Caused by an Or-
thopoxvirus, mpox was first de-
tected in humans in 1970, in the
DRC. The disease is considered
endemic to countries in central
and west Africa.

In July 2022, the multi-
country outbreak of mpox was
declared a PHEIC as it spread
rapidly via sexual contact across
a range of countries where the
virus had not been seen before.
That PHEIC was declared over
in May 2023 after there had been
a sustained decline in global cas-
es.

Mpox has been reported in
the DRC for more than a decade,
and the number of cases reported
each year has increased steadily
over that period. Last year, re-
ported cases increased signifi-
cantly, and already the number
of cases reported so far this year
has exceeded last year’s total,
with more than 15 600 cases and
537 deaths.

The emergence last year and
rapid spread of a new virus strain
in DRC, clade 1b, which appears
to be spreading mainly through
sexual networks, and its detec-
tion in countries neighboring the
DRC is especially concerning,
and one of the main reasons for
the declaration of the PHEIC.

In the past month, over 100
laboratory-confirmed cases of
clade 1b have been reported in
four countries neighboring the
DRC that have not reported

mpox before: Burundi, Kenya,
Rwanda and Uganda. Experts
believe the true number of cases
to be higher as a large proportion
of clinically compatible cases
have not been tested.

Several outbreaks of different
clades of mpox have occurred in
different countries, with different
modes of transmission and dif-
ferent levels of risk.

The two vaccines currently in
use for mpox are recommended
by WHO’s Strategic Advisory
Group of Experts on Immuniza-
tion, and are also approved by
WHO-listed national regulatory
authorities, as well as by individ-
ual countries including Nigeria
and the DRC.

Last week, the Director-
General triggered the process for
Emergency Use Listing for mpox
vaccines, which will accelerate
vaccine access for lower-income
countries which have not yet is-
sued their own national regulato-
ry approval. Emergency Use
Listing also enables partners in-
cluding Gavi and UNICEF to
procure vaccines for distribution.

WHO is working with coun-
tries and vaccine manufacturers
on potential vaccine donations,
and coordinating with partners
through the interim Medical
Countermeasures Network to
facilitate equitable access to vac-
cines, therapeutics, diagnostics
and other tools.

WHO anticipates an immedi-
ate funding requirement of an
initial US$ 15 million to support
surveillance, preparedness and
response activities. A needs as-
sessment is being undertaken
across the three levels of the Or-
ganization.

To allow for an immediate
scale up, WHO has released US
$1.45 million from the WHO
Contingency Fund for Emergen-
cies and may need to release
more in the coming days. The
Organization appeals to donors
to fund the full extent of needs of
the mpox response.
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MUNIRAH EI BOMANI ALLOWED

TO SUE NEWARK CITY COUNCIL

By Lev D. Zilbermints

NEWARK - Superior Court
Judge Stephen L. Petrillo has
ruled in favor of Munirah El
Bomani. According to Taplnto
Newark online August 12 arti-
cle, Superior Court Judge Pe-
trillo ruled that Munirah El
Bomani may continue to prose-
cute her lawsuit filed Feb. 21
after she was barred from two
council meetings from speaking
out of turn.

Munirah El Bomani, a New-
ark activist, is no stranger to be-
ing banned from Municipal
Council meetings for speaking
out. The latest ban occurred on
February 7, when Municipal
Council President LaMonica
Mclver banned El Bomani for
interrupting Business Adminis-
trator Eric Pennington during
his speaking time. Pennington
was responding to comments El
Bomani made earlier.

El Bomani felt that Penning-
ton was calling out her name to
discredit her, and interrupted
him.

“Local Talk” did its usual
diligent research, checking rele-
vant old articles, statements by
the courts, Ms. El Bomani, Ms.
Mclver, and other sources. What
follows is the article.

Munirah El Bomani’s side
of the story

In her written account,
emailed to “Local Talk,” EI
Bomani wrote, “I am pleading
for a judge, human rights attor-
neys, organizations and advo-
cates to step in and help us en-
force our First Amendment
rights that are protected by the
constitution.

“On February 7th, 2024, ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m., I spoke
at the Newark City Council
meeting, which is a public meet-
ing. At the end of the meeting,
the Business Administrator, Eric
Pennington came up to the podi-
um to address my comments.
When he started calling my
name, and disputing my com-
ments to discredit me. When I
responded back, the Council
President, LaMonica Mclver
called the police officer(s) and
ejected me from the meeting.

“On 2/16/24, 1 received an
email from the City Clerk,
Kecia Daniels that I was exclud-
ed from meetings on 2/21/24
and 2/27/24 for being disorderly
in the council meeting. I wasn’t
disorderly. I just responded back
to comments that was made to-
wards me, and asked, where is
my equal airtime? It’s like a
case of entrapment. They want
to address us, but we can’t exer-
cise our freedom of expression.
This abuse of power, banning,
excluding advocates from public
building and meeting must be
addressed. I/'we deserve justice
and our rights to address our
grievances.

“So on February 20th, I
went to the Superior Court of
Essex County to file an injunc-
tion against the City of Newark,
Council President LaMonica
Mclver and City Clerk Kecia
Daniels for violating my due
process of law, no right to ap-
peal process or hearing on this
matter, violating my right to pe-
tition my grievances or redress
to the government, and through
peaceful assembly, and a viola-
tion of the Open Public Meet-
ings Act 10:4 -12 paragraph (a)
and NJSA 10:6 -2 Paragraphs C
and F.

As for the council rules, the
First Amendment states,
“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or of the right of the peo-
ple peacefully to assemble and
to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.” Accord-
ing to the First Amendment,
these council rules may be un-
constitutional. It’s time for the
people whose rights are being
trampled over to challenge these
violations and abuse of power
coming from public officials
who took an oath to defend the
constitution.”

Ruling of Superior Court
Judge Stephen L. Petrillo

According to TapInto New-
ark’s Aug. 12 online article,
“The court believes that there
does exist at the present time a

(Continued on page 13)
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MAJOR CHICKEN
RECALL

WASHINGTON -  Perdue
Foods LLC, a Perry, Ga. estab-
lishment, is recalling approxi-
mately 167,171 pounds of fro-
zen, ready-to-eat chicken breast
nugget and tender products that
may be contaminated with for-
eign material, specifically metal,
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture's Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service (FSIS) announced
Aug. 16.

The frozen, ready-to-eat
chicken breast nugget and tender
items were produced on March
23, 2024. The following prod-
ucts are subject to recall:

e 22-0z. (1.38-lbs.) vacuum-
sealed plastic packages con-
taining "PERDUE Simply
Smart ORGANICS Breaded
CHICKEN BREAST NUG-
GETS" with Best If Used By
date of "03 23 25" represent-
ed on the back of the pack-
age.

e 29-0z. (1.81-lbs.) vacuum-
sealed plastic packages con-
taining "PERDUE CHICK-
EN BREAST TENDERS
with Best If Used By date of
"03 23 25" represented on
the back of the package.

e 22-0z. (1.38-1bs.) vacuum-
sealed packages containing
"BUTCHERBOX  Organic
Chicken Breast Nuggets"
with Best If Used By date of
"03 23 25" represented on
the back of the package.

The products subject to re-
call bear establishment number
"P-33944" on the back of the
package. These items were
shipped to retail locations na-
tionwide and sold online directly
to consumers.

The problem was discovered
after the firm received consumer
complaints about metal wire em-
bedded in the product and noti-
fied FSIS of the issue.

There have been no con-
firmed reports of adverse reac-
tions due to consumption of
these products. Anyone con-
cerned about an injury or illness
should contact a healthcare pro-
vider.

FSIS is concerned that some
product may be in consumers'
freezers. Consumers who have
purchased these products are
urged not to consume them.
These products should be thrown
away or returned to the place of
purchase.

FSIS routinely conducts re-
call effectiveness checks to veri-
fy recalling firms notify their
customers of the recall and that
steps are taken to make certain
that the product is no longer
available to consumers. When
available, the retail distribution
list(s) will be posted on the FSIS
website at www.fsis.usda.gov/
recalls.

Consumers with questions
about the recall can contact Per-
due Consumer Care at 1-866-
866-3703. Members of the me-
dia with questions about the re-
call can contact Andrea Staub,
Senior Vice President, Perdue
Foods, at 443-493-3522 or an-
drea.staub@perdue.com.

Consumers with food safety
questions can call the toll-free
USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline
at 888-MPHotline (888-674-
6854) or send a question via
email to MPHotline@usda.gov.
For consumers that need to re-
port a problem with a meat,
poultry, or egg product, the
online  Electronic Consumer
Complaint Monitoring System
can be accessed 24 hours a day
at https://foodcomplaint.
fsis.usda.gov/eCCF/.

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information recent as of 8-20-
2024 at 12 p.m.

2024 Mass Shooting Stats:
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,
https://lwww.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2024)

Total Mass Shootings: 409
Total Dead: 490

Total Wounded: 1702
Shootings Per Day: 1.76
Days Reached in Year 2024
as of August 20: 233

MIDDLE EAST
GAZA NEGOTIATIONS
CONTINUE

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 1is
closely following negotiations in
Doha focused on trying to end
the war in Gaza, where the situa-
tion continues to remain cata-
strophic after more than 10
months of unrelenting war.

The UN chief’s Spokesper-
son told journalists at the regular
press briefing in New York on
Aug. 19 that Mr. Guterres had
spoken to the Prime Minister of
Qatar the previous day.

“He was briefed on the state
of the situation, and he will be
staying in close touch and in-
formed,” UN Spokesperson Sté-
phane Dujarric said.

The talks, backed by Egypt,
Qatar and the United States, are
expected to resume on Wednes-
day or Thursday in Cairo, fol-
lowing a two-day meeting in-
volving the three nations and
Israel in Doha last week.

“The Secretary-General very
much hopes that all the parties
involved will find the political
courage, the political will to
come to an agreement for the
sake of the people of Gaza, for
the sake of the people of Israel,
for the sake of the hostages,”
Mr. Dujarric added.

The already catastrophic sit-
uation in Gaza, is worsening
amid repeated waves of dis-
placement, combined with over-
crowding, insecurity, crumbling
infrastructure, active hostilities
and limited services, the UN
Spokesperson said.

Gaza has been under an in-
tense Israeli military offensive
since the brutal October 7th ter-
ror attacks by Hamas and other
Palestinian armed groups on
communities in southern Israel
that left some 1,200 dead and

more than 200 taken hostage.

As of August 9, 115 hostages
remain captive, including some
declared dead and whose re-
mains are still in Gaza.

The onslaught has claimed
the lives of over 40,000 Palestin-
1ans in the enclave, most of them
women and children and injured
more than 92,000, according to
the Gazan health ministry. In
addition, close to 90 per cent of
the population has been dis-
placed - many forced to move
several times.

“OCHA (the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs) warns that the ongo-
ing hostilities, constant evacua-
tion orders, and severe shortages
of essential supplies are making
it increasingly difficult for dis-
placed families to access basic
services at their place of arrival,”
Mr. Dujarric said.

He added that since October
last year, 86 percent of the Gaza
Strip - about 314 square kilome-
ters - has been placed under
evacuation orders.

“As you may know, Gaza’s
population is increasingly con-
centrated in a zone designated by
Israeli authorities in Al Mawasi,
where Palestinians have been
told to go,” he said, noting that
according to OCHA, the density
of the area has surged to be-
tween 30,000 and 34,000 people
per square kilometer, compared
to an estimated 1,200 people pri-
or to the war.

Severe shortages of fuel and
medical supplies continue to dis-
rupt the functionality of remain-
ing hospitals and primary
healthcare centers, particularly
in northern Gaza, OCHA report-
ed in a humanitarian bulletin.

It cited an announcement by
the Director of the Al Awda
Hospital in northern Gaza that
all surgeries had been postponed
and an appeal made for urgent
fuel supplies to avert further
deaths at the facility.

Conditions are equally criti-
cal at the Kamal Adwan Hospi-
tal, where fuel and medical sup-
ply shortages are reportedly
threatening critical functions,
OCHA noted, adding that the
UN World Health Organization
and its partners were working on
getting fuel to these facilities.
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NEW JERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2024 REQUEST FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ TRANSIT), under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, (IIJA),
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, and under provisions of Moving Ahead for Progress in the
21st Century (MAP-21), gives notice of its intent to apply for Federal Fiscal Year 2024 federal financial
assistance, Federal Fiscal Year 2023, Federal Fiscal Year 2022 and Federal Fiscal Year 2021 carryover funds
from the following programs: $893.587 million under 49 U.S.C. Section 5307 for operating and capital
assistance; $115.800 million under Section 5337 State of Good Repair; $19.596 million under Section 5339
Bus and Bus Facilities; $16.747 million under 49 U.S.C. Sections 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and
Individuals with Disabilities and Section 5311 Rural Transportation Program; $25.024 million as part of a
Section 5309 Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA); $329.817 million of Federal Highway Administration
Flexible Funds; $29.860 million of discretionary or competitive funding for a total of $1.430 billion.

Federal operating assistance for Local Programs will be matched as required with funds provided by the State
of New Jersey and local recipients in conformance with Federal and State guidelines. NJ TRANSIT intends to
provide the non-Federal share of capital projects with transportation development credits, or funding available
from the Transportation Trust Fund and other eligible sources. The Federal Fiscal Year 2024 Federal program
is described below.

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2024 PROGRAM OF PROJECTS
Proposed Section 5307 Urbanized Area Formula Program
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL
ALP 46A - Electric Locomotive Overhauls $7.251
Capital Lease Payments 115.804
Cumberland County Bus Program 2.040
Elizabeth Intermodal Reconstruction 19.200
Heavy Duty Rail Service Trucks 5.000
Hudson Bergen Light Rail Transit VWeehawken Tunnel Repairs 7.059
Hudson-Bergen/Newark Light Rail SCADA Upgrade 5.000
Lackawanna Cutoff MOS Project 7.498
Mechanical Equipment Inspection Improvements 5.290
Newark Light Rail Branchbrook Park Switch Replacement 10.836
Newark Light Rail Broad/Fulton Street Switch Replacement 5.000
New Brunswick Inbound Platform Extension 2.551
Perth Amboy Intermodal ADA Improvements 33.422
Preventive Maintenance — Bus 218.005
Preventive Maintenance — Rail 353.695
Secaucus Escalators 21.752
Track, Bridge, Mobility and Capacity Improvements 15.340
Traction Power, Catenary and Control System Improvements 17.134
Vital Harmon Logic Control Replacement 19.000
VVC Interlocking Configuration 20.000
ZEB Emissions Bus System Design & Investment Planning Study 3.000
Total $893.587
Proposed Section 56337 State of Good Repair
(Millions of Dollars)
PROJECT FEDERAL |
ALP46A Electric Locomotive Overhaul $13.000
ARC Flash 2.000
Hunter Flyover Design 5.000
Newark Light Rail Station Modernization Program 2.800
Preventive Maintenance — Rail 92.000
Route 440 HBLR Extension 1.000
Total $115.800

Proposed Section §339 Bus and Bus Facilities
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL |
Bus Lifts $2.177
Media Blast Cabinets 0.520
Service Vehicles 1.899
VWayne Bus Garage 15.000
Total $19.596

Proposed Sections 5§310 and 56311
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL |

Local- Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities $11.119

Local- Rural Transit Program Contracts 5.628
Total $16.747

Proposed Section §309 Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA)
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL
Portal North Bridge $ 25.024

Total $25.024
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Proposed Federal Highway Authority Flex (FHWA)
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL
Atlantic County Bus Purchase $0.616
Brookdale Operating 0.750
Cape May County Bus Purchase 0.480
Cregar Road Bridge 8.100
Cumberland County Bus Purchase 0.462
Delco Lead 33.820
Fort Lee Vehicle Purchase 0.280
Hilton Bus Garage 68.100
Hoboken Station and Yard Resiliency 5.000
Meadowlands Garage BEB Depot Phase | 37.800
Multi-Level lll Purchase 105.704
Passaic Terminal 15.000
Portal North Bridge Multi-Level Ill Purchase 42.798
Roselle Park Station 9.000
Shuttles Purchase 0.667
Sussex County Vehicle Purchase 0.930
Township of Orange Vehicle Purchase 0.310

Total $329.817

Proposed Discretionary/Competitive Funding
(Millions of Dollars)

PROJECT FEDERAL |
All Stations Accessibility Program -Track Curvature Planning Study $1.400
Areas of Persistent Poverty Program - Paterson-Passaic Bus Project 0.600
Edison Light Transit 1.600
Elderly Veteran and Employment, Transportation Services .500
FY2022 Passenger Ferry Grant Program — Belford Ferry Terminal 4.000
FY2022-2023 Passenger Ferry Grant Program - New York Waterway 14.242
FY2023 Passenger Ferry Grant Program — South Amboy Ferry Terminal 6.018
Zero Emission Downtown & Community Mobility - Township of Woodbridge 1.500
Total $29.860

A. Property Acquisition/Environmental, Economic, and Social Aspects

Any property acquisition or relocation that may be required will be conducted in accordance with the appropriate
provisions of the law and regulatory requirements. As required by statute, the social, economic, environmental,
and relocation aspects of the projects will be investigated. If required under applicable laws and regulations,
interim findings may be presented at a future public hearing and further public comment will be solicited. Prior
to the implementation of any of the projects and to the extent required, NJ TRANSIT may prepare an
Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to Federal regulations. The
availability of this document will be made known by publication in the same manner as this notice. NJ TRANSIT
will adhere to all Federal statutes and regulations affecting structures or properties eligible for or on the National
Register of Historic Places.

B. Comprehensive Planning

NJ TRANSIT projects are developed in coordination with the following planning organizations: The North
Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA), which is the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Northeast New Jersey urbanized area; the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
(DVRPC), which is the designated MPO for Camden, Mercer, Burlington, and Gloucester counties; and the
South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization (SJTPO), which is the designated MPO for Cumberland,
Salem, Atlantic, and Cape May counties. The MPOs are the forums for local decision-making concerning the
proposed projects. The projects are developed in consultation with local elected officials, interested citizens,
and providers of private bus services.

C. Private Enterprise Participation

Through the comprehensive planning process administered by the MPOs and ongoing communication with NJ
TRANSIT's Office of Private Carrier Affairs, NJ TRANSIT continues to discuss with private carriers their
participation in the capital program. In addition, NJ TRANSIT encourages, to the maximum extent possible,
the participation of the private sector in the development and implementation of public transportation in the
State of New Jersey.

D. Senior Citizens and Individuals with Disabilities

Services to be provided will be consistent with NJ TRANSIT's program of reduced interstate and intrastate rail
and bus fares for senior citizens and individuals with disabilities. Every reasonable effort will be made to plan
and design program elements involving facilities generally available to the public with careful consideration of
the special needs of senior citizens and individuals with disabilities.

E. Public Input

NJ TRANSIT invites public comments on the above projects and its performance. Request for additional
information on NJ TRANSIT’s program of projects, written comments and/or requests for a public hearing
should be sent to Rocio Munoz, Director, OPRA & Open Public Records Officer, NJ TRANSIT, One Penn Plaza
East, Newark, New Jersey 07105-2246 by August 30, 2024.

Based on comments received in response to this notice and information made available, NJd TRANSIT may
modify the above program before final submission to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and will make a
determination, pursuant to FTA regulations, as to whether a public hearing is in order. The final program of
projects funded by the approved Federal Fiscal Year 2023 Section 5307 and 5339(a) grants will be published
on the NJ TRANSIT website.

Kevin S. Corbett
President & CEO
New Jersey Transit Corporation
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - If the 2024-25
Newark Public Schools days
seem to be longer starting on
Sept. 3, that perception would be
correct.

The NPS Central Office, on
Aug. 9, announced that the new
school year will be six hours and
50 minutes long. The Kindergar-
ten-Eighth Grade day will be 20
minutes longer and 25 minutes
longer for high schoolers. The
new hours will run 8:15 a.m.-
3:05 p.m.

What instructors and staff
will get for the extra 20 to 25
minutes in the short term will be
45 min lunch breaks. Keep in
mind that teachers have to report
no later than five minutes before
the 8:15 bell.

What teachers and students
will get in the long term are 30
more hours of instructional time
over the school year.

"The new universal schedule
allows an extra 30 hours of tutor-
ing for elementary school stu-
dents," said NPS Communica-
tions Director Paul Brubaker,
"and a lunch period equal to a
class period."

IRVINGTON - The Garden
State Parkway's de-
pressed sections here, in Newark
-Vailsburg and East Orange may
have such an effect on motorists
and neighbors thanks to an Aug.
18 rainstorm.

An intense thunderstorm
front marched through Northern
New Jersey 7-10 p.m. that Sun-
day. The storm, as predicted by
the National Weather Service,

packed up to 70 mph wind gusts
and a rainfall of three to five
inches in an hour. The additional
rain brought the Passaic River
and its tributaries at least a foot
above their flood stage.

Flooding here started inun-
dating parts of Union Avenue,
causing authorities to close the
GSP North Exit 143 off ramp.
The flooding came from runoff
coming off roofs into local
streets.

Other "Local Talk" flooding
reports came from other ex-
pected and unexpected places.
One unusual place was runoff
coming from Nishuane Brook,
flooding the Thomas Boulevard
and Dodd Street intersection on
the Orange-East Orange border.
(It is unknown whether NJTrans-
it bus access to its Orange Bus
Garage was affected.)

Floodwaters ran off Valley
Road and into Montclair's Studio
Playhouse for the fourth time
since 2018. The 3.5-foot flash
flood has prompted the Upper
Montclair stage to ask for re-
placement donations.

EAST ORANGE - An
Elmwood section apartment
building was among six property
owners and/or management
companies who were recently
served "Probable Cause of Dis-
crimination" notices by the New
Jersey Attorney General's Of-
fice.

Attorney General Matthew
Platkin, of Montclair, said that a
probable cause of disabil-
ity discrimination was served
July 17 against the owners of
Hamilton Gardens. All six cases
who were served notices by the
AG's Office of Civil Rights, in-
volved tenants or residents ask-
ing property managers to have
an emotional support animal on
premises.

A Hamilton Gardens resident
had requested its management
permission to have a cat as an
emotional support animal. The
resident had supplied a letter of
support from her doctor.

"But the property failed to
respond to the complainant's
emails," said Platkin. "OCR's
investigation found that the
property had failed to engage in
the "interactive process" re-
quired (by the Law Against Dis-
crimination) to a request for an
emotional support animal as a
reasonable accommodation for a

disability."

Hamilton Gardens, at 223
Prospect St., is a 75-unit two sto-
ry building constructed in 1947.
The Calello Agency has not
commented on the probable
cause notice as of press time.

ORANGE - This city's stu-
dent athletes, officer candidates
and the community in general
paid tribute to James A. Sum-
mers at St. Paul's Baptist Church
and Rosedale Cemetery in
Montclair Aug. 13.

Summers, 92, who served in
the U.S. Army during the Kore-
an Conflict, was given military
honors. He had died in the com-
pany of his family Aug. 5.

Summers contributed his
dedication and wisdom to the
Orange Recreation and Orange
High School athletics plus the
city's Reserve Officers Training
Corps. The 45-year city resident
raised daughters Jill E. Summers
-Phillips and South Ward Coun-
cilwoman Jamie B. Summers-
Johnson with wife Elizabeth.

Summers, who was
born June 1, 1932 in Glen
Ridge's Mountainside Hospital,
came by way of Montclair. He
was a member of the Montclair
High School Class of 1952. His
contributions  included  Job
Corps, the Essex County Youth
House and the Grant Avenue
Community Center.

The Orange City Council's
April 2 proclamation noted that
Summers was "a supporter of the
Black YMCA." Summers had
certainly helped Montclair's
Washington Street YMCA,; it is
not clear whether he also assist-
ed Orange's Oakwood Avenue Y
before it made way for Interstate
280 in 1970.

Brothers Ernst L. Summers
and Mark Robertson, sister Ha-
zel Lucas, three grandsons and a
granddaughter are also among
his survivors. Although Sum-
mers had a whole life insurance
policy, his daughters have set up
a GoFundMe.com page for his
funeral expenses.

WEST ORANGE - The
Town Council put their scissors
to the Calendar Year 2024 Mu-
nicipal Budget at their Aug. 6
meeting - and left saving taxpay-
ers nearly $200,000.

Council President Rev. Wil-
liam "Bill" Rutherford said that
Mayor Susan McCartney's pro-

posed budget from earlier this
year carried a 2.47 percent in-
crease from last year - which
translates to a $2.83 percent in-
crease on the residential and
commercial property tax levy.
The Aug. 6 session aimed at re-
ducing the increase to the two
percent increase cap.

Rutherford, acting on Coun-
cilwoman Tracy Williams' con-
sultation with DPW Director
Louis Reynolds and recommen-

dation, proposed eliminating
$92,190.60 from that depart-
ment's budget. The savings

would be coming from eliminat-
ing three of the nine open posi-
tions for truck drivers and from
postponing Reynold's hiring of a
superintendent. All five council
members passed the amendment.

Another $97,346.56 was cut
from the litigation labor alloca-
tion. Although Rutherford want-
ed to drop the original $540,000
line item down to 2023's
$150,000 level, Councilwoman
Michelle Casalino pointed out
that "$240,000 has already been
spent." That cut was carried 3-2:
Casalino, Willimas and Sue
Scarpa voted "Yes;" Rutherford
and Councilwoman Asmeret
Ghebremichael voted "No."

Council  members  also
looked at finding ways to cut
consultants' fees without violat-
ing their professional service
contracts. The meeting was the
first attended by Interim CFO
Vincent Buono.

SOUTH ORANGE - A
JESPY House-hired traffic engi-
neer, in the latest hearing of the
center's expansion plan Aug. 18,
presented his findings before the
South Orange Planning Board.

Matthew Seckler of
Stonefield Engineering Design,
testified what he and his col-
leagues found in a 24-hour park-
ing ingress-egress study con-
ducted April 24 on the four ex-
isting driveway aprons along 102
-119 Prospect St. JESPY is look-
ing to replace the four Victorian/
Edwardian era houses zoned for
office and professional use with
a four-story building to hold 21-
dwelling unit for its 66 residents
plus administrative space.

Stonefield, said Steckler,
found that four cars went in and
out of the driveways 8-9 a.m.
four cars came in and out 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. and nine came and went 5

(Continued on page 12)
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Essex
Business Division faculty got
ready for the Fall 2024 Semester
with a special training program
at the West Essex campus in
West Caldwell, led by experts in
the academic publishing field.
McGraw Hill Chief Executive
Officer Simon Allen was the
guest keynote speaker on Tues-
day August 13, joined by mem-
bers from his Learning Technol-

County  College’s

Dr. Augustine A. Boakye (right) with McGraw
Hill CEO Simon Allen. Photos Courtesy ECC

SIUDENIS FIRST

and Customer Success

ogy
teams.

“We are here today for one
reason. That’s to be prepared and
ready for our students. If we are
successful, then our students will
be successful. 1 want you to be
mentors, not just instructors,”
ECC’s President, Dr. Augustine
A. Boakye told faculty mem-
bers.

McGraw Hill CEO Simon Allen delivers his
address to ECC Business Division faculty

With a focus on the Col-
lege’s Access to Success theme,
Dr. Boakye said, “Our world is
moving very fast. We have to be
updated, we have to know our
students, and we have to meet
them where they are today.”

Mr. Allen concurred with Dr.
Boakye’s assessment. He then
gave an overview of McGraw
Hill and how the company and
ECC work together to provide

the tools necessary for students
as they prepare to enter the
workplace. McGraw Hill has
partnered with ECC for a num-
ber of years, supplying a wide
range of both hard copy and dig-
ital academic materials.

McGraw Hill is a leading
global education company that
partners with millions of educa-
tors, learners and professionals

(Continued on page 13)
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GOVERNOR MURPHY ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF GEORGE HELMY TO U.S. SENATE

NEWARK - Governor Phil
Murphy has announced that
George Samir Helmy will fill the
vacancy caused by the resigna-
tion of Senator Robert Menendez
in the United States Senate.
Helmy will serve as one of New
Jersey’s two United States Sena-
tors until the winner of the No-
vember General Election is certi-
fied on November 27, at which
point Senator Helmy will resign
and the Governor will appoint
the winner of November’s elec-
tion to the U.S. Senate.

“It i1s an honor to appoint
George Helmy, a proven public
servant who deeply understands
the complexities of Congress, to
the United States Senate,” said
Governor Murphy. “George is
the model of integrity we need to
help restore public trust in our
state’s leadership. There is no
one better prepared - or more
committed - to delivering for the
people of our state, especially
when it comes to providing the

highest caliber of constituent ser-
vices. For four and a half years, |
witnessed firsthand George’s
unique  skillset, wealth of
knowledge, and willingness to
pour his heart and soul into serv-
ing the people of our state. |
have absolute confidence that he
will serve New Jerseyans well
over the next few months.”
“Once the voters of New Jer-
sey elect their next representa-
tive in the United States Senate,
and their votes are certified, I
will appoint the winner of No-
vember’s election to the United
States Senate before the new
year begins,” continued Gover-
nor Murphy. “This approach will
allow the democratically-chosen
winner of November’s election
to embark on the smoothest pos-
sible transition into office so
they can provide the best possi-
ble representation for New Jer-

2

sey.
“I thank the Governor and
accept this appointment with

great humility and even greater
determination to represent New
Jerseyans in the United States
Senate,” said incoming U.S.
Senator George Helmy. “While 1
am honored to serve and provide
New Jersey with a Senate office
that they can depend on, I com-
mit to stepping down early to
give the duly elected Senator the
chance to begin their work. As I
serve my state as Senator for the
next few months, 1 promise to
work for the people of New Jer-
sey and hope to restore their
faith in public service.”

“George Helmy is one of the
most committed public servants I
have ever had the pleasure of
working with,” said Lieutenant
Governor Tahesha Way. “I am
confident that he will provide
New Jerseyans with the princi-
pled and effective leadership that
they deserve. George is brilliant,
caring, and extremely dedicated
to serving our state. This ap-
pointment by Governor Murphy

ensures that our state is in good
hands until the people of New
Jersey elect their next Senator.”
“Governor Murphy has made
a wise and historic choice in ap-
pointing George Helmy to the
Senate," said Senator Cory
Booker. “New Jersey deserves
the most prepared and capable
person to serve in this interim
period. There is perhaps no one
else more qualified to hit the
ground running and make an im-
pact for New Jersey in this role
over the next several months.
From his dedicated years of ser-
vice for Senator Lautenberg and
his strong leadership as my state
director, George knows how a
Senator can be most effective for
the people of New Jersey. Even
more so, his experience as Gov-
ernor Murphy’s chief of staff
makes him deeply knowledgea-
ble about the diverse needs of
our state. George is a leader who
will undoubtedly make a differ-

(Continued on page 13)

TOWN WATCH (Cont. from page 10)

-6 p.m. The study was conducted along Pro-
spect between Irvington Avenue and Kilburn
Place and Milligan Place between Prospect
and Academy streets. They found ample
curbside parking through that 24-hour peri-
od.

A JESPY spokesman said that about one
percent of its special developmental residents
would own a car. The new site would halve
the four parking driveway to two, serving
100 parking spaces.

Those parking spaces would be used by
staff members, vendors and/or visitors.
JESPY has eight staff members on the Mid-
night - 8 a.m. and 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. shifts with
16 present 4 p.m. - Midnight.

Village planners began airing
JESPY's application on Dec. 4. JESPY has
been a village institution for 46 years.

MAPLEWOOD - A township resident
who was released from the Essex County
Correctional Center after his Aug. 12 aggra-
vated assault arrest will likely not be revisit-
ing a Hilton section address here.

Maplewood police officers had respond-
ed to an assault report coming from a Florida
Street residence here that Monday. They met
the homeowner and a man identified as Ste-
ven M. Jennings, 34.

The owner said that Jennings had done
the assailing. Jennings, who apparently was
not happy having law enforcers present, re-

portedly assaulted one of the officers.

Officers' on-scene investigation found
grounds to charge Hemmings with aggravat-
ed assault and aggravated assault of a police
officer. Hemmings was also charged with
possession of a weapon for an unlawful pur-
pose.

Hemmings was remanded to the county
jail in Newark until he had presumably post-
ed bail; his presence was not listed on the
ECCF website as of Aug. 19. The condition
of the assaulted civilian and officer have not
been recorded.

BLOOMFIELD / GLEN RIDGE - The
Charles Seller Foundation's Talent Time
Players held their student production run of
"Godspell" at the Bloomfield High School
Auditorium here - for the first time without
its namesake - Aug 1-2 and 9-11.

A group of volunteer stage play produc-
ers and actors hold an annual August musical
fundraiser for a Bloomfield minor or BHS
student who would not otherwise get help for
his or her illness or disability since 1950 -
when Seller was its first beneficiary and
guide. Seller, 91 who has not resided in
Bloomfield since 1951, has kept his ties and
occasional presence with Talent Time until
his Jan. 5 death at State College, Pa.

It all began when M. Charles Seller, who
was born Sept. 22, 1932, was running from
his Essex Avenue home to catch an Erie
Greenwood Lake Division train to his sum-
mertime mailroom job at North Newark's

Mutual Benefit Life Insurance July 17, 1950.
The BHS Class of 1950 president, Bengals
cross country team manager, glee club mem-
ber and "Student Prints" editor had graduated
the month before and was planning to pursue
journalism at Montclair State Teachers Col-
lege. All he had to do was to take the 7:48
a.m. eastbound train at Glen Ridge's now-
Benson Street Station.

Seller, however, slipped on the station's
platform and fell under one of the train's
wheels. Two bystanders found him lying be-
tween the two tracks with his right leg sev-
ered below the knee; they applied first aid
and Seller was admitted to Mountainside
Hospital.

Word of Seller's mishap spread by phone
network and soda fountain counter to where
some 60 BHS students gathered at the now-
Bloomfield Public Library Children's Annex
to decide what to do. They hit upon staging a
fundraising musical with the greater commu-
nity's help.

The 60 students grew to 300 during their
round-the-clock pre-production which debut-
ed in mid-August Their staging of an original
around the world musical review were
primed in part by Christ Episcopal Church
providing tryout and rehearsal space and a
donation from Mutual Benefit Life. They
raised $4,600 (now $59,967.01 in today's
dollars) towards an artificial leg and rehabili-
tation for Seller. When Seller had $500 (now
$6,575.73) left over, he donated that back to

(Continued on page 15)
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CITY COUNCIL
(Continued from page 5)

validly pled claim under the Civil Rights Act
regarding the constitutionality of the city’s
policy of banning persons from future meet-
ings,” Petrillo said, according to a recording
of the hearing.

Petrillo, however, agreed with the city’s
position that El Bomani had no claim under
the Open Public Meetings Act, and said that
El Bomani would have to file an amended
complaint under the Civil Rights Act that
more specifically details her claim that the
city’s policy is unconstitutional. That filing
is due by Sept. 9, he said.”

What City Council Rules Say

In its Oct. 7, 2022 article “Local Talk”
covered the subject of what the Municipal
Council Rules say. Below is the entire arti-
cle.

While Newark residents and activists
unanimously say the Municipal Council
members abuse their authority, Council
members say activists are ignorant of Munic-
ipal Council Rules which govern Council
meetings.

Council President LaMonica Mclver
asked Acting City Clerk Kecia Daniels to
email “Local Talk” a copy of Municipal
Council Rules. These rules, a thirteen-page
document that was adopted in 2012 and re-
vised in 2019, show that legally, the Munici-
pal Council is within its rights to regulate
Council meetings.

According to Rule I, “Except as may be
provided in the charter, all questions or or-

der, the methods of organization and the con-
duct of business of the Municipal Council
shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order,
Newly Revised in all cases to which they are
applicable as determined by the City Clerk as
parliamentarian for the Municipal Council
and in which they are not inconsistent with
the following rules of the Council.”

Thus, Rule I plainly states the Roberts
Rules of Order, Newly Revised, govern
Council meetings. Moreover, the City Clerk
is the Parliamentarian of the City Council.

According to Rule VII, “The President of
the Council shall preserve strict order and
decorum at all regular and special meetings
and conference meetings of the City Coun-
cil.”

Obviously, if people keep shouting at
each other, no business can take place. Thus,
Rule VII charges the President of the City
Council with preserving strict order and de-
corum at every meeting of the City Council.
Activists say that the Council President is
overstepping the law; the Council President
says she is not.

According to Rule VIII, “The City Clerk
or his designee in his absence shall act as
parliamentarian and shall advise and assist
the Presiding Officer in matters of parlia-
mentary law.”

Research done by “Local Talk” showed
that in numerous other cities across the coun-
try, the City Clerk was the Parliamentarian of
the Municipal Council.

Ms. Parker told “Local Talk” that with
the retirement of former City Clerk Ken Lou-
1s, “his office followed directives from the
mayor and compromised separation of Exec-
utive and Legislative branches.”

According to Rule XVII,
“Notwithstanding the separation of powers
between the Executive and Legislative
branches of the Newark Municipal govern-
ment under state law, the Municipal Council
may request through the Mayor or Business
Administrator that representatives of the City
Administration be present during all Hear-
ings of Citizens sessions.”

According to Rule XVIII, “The speaker
shall face forward and all remarks shall be
addressed to the Presiding Officer and Mu-
nicipal Council as a body and not to an indi-
vidual Council member or the audience. A
Municipal Council member shall not inter-
rupt a speaker during his speaking time, ex-
cept the presiding officer for parliamentary
purposes only.

“...A speaker must at all times conduct
himself in a manner which avoids disorderly
conduct or behavior, not make comments
that are excessively loud or disruptive, ob-
scene or otherwise in violation of applicable
law, or make statements directed at Council
members or City Officials that are defamato-
ry or malicious. The presiding officer may
interrupt or terminate any individual’s speak-
ing privilege if these rules are violated or
further may prohibit requests from such indi-
viduals to register and speak at future Munic-
ipal Council meetings, in accordance with
Rule XVIL.”

According to Rule XIX, Section D, “The
Chief of the Police Department or her de-
signee(s) shall be the Sergeant-at-Arms of
the Municipal Council meetings. She shall
carry out all orders and instructions given by
the Presiding Officer for the purpose of

(Continued on page 14)

HELMY (Continued from page 12)

ence in the lives of New Jersey-
ans as our Senator, even in this
short period of time. I will be
proud to serve alongside him.
And I know he will make New
Jerseyans proud through his ser-
vice t00.”

Serving as Chief of Staff to
Governor Phil Murphy from
February 2019 to October 2023,
George Helmy played a critical

role in leading New Jersey’s
pandemic response, negotiated
six on-time state budgets, and
ensured the completion of many
of the Governor’s legislative
goals. Prior to serving as Chief
of Staff, Helmy served as State
Director to U.S. Senator Cory
Booker, serving on the Senator’s
senior staff and overseeing the
day-to-day operations of his
New Jersey offices. Prior to that,
he worked as Senator Booker’s

Deputy Chief of Staff for two
years. Helmy has also worked in
the private sector with two For-
tune 100 companies and served
as an aide and caseworker to the
late U.S. Senator Frank Lauten-
berg, handling issues such as
gun safety and financial affairs.
Helmy currently serves as
Executive Vice President and
Chief External Affairs and Poli-
cy Officer at RWJBarnabas
Health. A native of Jersey City,

Helmy lives in Morris County
with his wife and two children.
He received his Bachelor of Arts
from Rutgers University and
Master’s degree from Harvard
University.

Upon his appointment to the
U.S. Senate, Helmy will become
the only Arab-American Senator
in the 118th Congress. Helmy 1is
tentatively scheduled to be
sworn in on Sept. 9th, when the
U.S. Senate reconvenes.

STUDENT SUCCESS

(Continued from page 11)

around the world. The company fosters a cul-
ture of belonging that respects and reflects
the diversity of the communities, learners
and educators it serves.

The importance of the partnership be-
tween ECC and Mc Graw Hill in providing
students with the tools needed to succeed
was the theme that Mr. Allen emphasized.

“Always remember that your success as
faculty is measured by the success of your

students. The same goes with Mc Graw Hill.
If we can’t provide you with the materials
you need, then we’ve failed,” Mr. Allen stat-
ed. “The most important attribute you can
have is to learn to listen and think about the
information you have received.”

The CEO explained that McGraw Hill’s
digital textbooks and materials are easy to
update in order to provide the most relevant
information to students.

“I want to thank Mr. Allen and the
McGraw Hill team for coming to our Col-
lege. The focus is faculty development, and
it’s a great opportunity for us to be involved

professionally for the benefit of our stu-
dents” said Germaine Albuquerque, Chair of
the Business Division.

Following the presentation, McGraw Hill
representatives and ECC faculty conducted
workshops on Course Readiness and Con-
nect Training and Moodle Learning Manage-
ment System Training. McGraw Hill’s John
Tello, Liam Kealy and Liza Rudneva con-
ducted the training on the Connect learning
platform, while ECC faculty Dr. John Olote-
wo and Dr. Evelyn Garcia led the Moodle
training.
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect

FORWARD THINKING

Futurists (also known as fu-
turologists, prospectivists, fore-
sight practitioners and horizon
scanners) are people whose spe-
cialty or interest is futurology or
the attempt to systematically ex-
plore predictions and possibili-
ties about the future and how
they can emerge from the pre-
sent, whether that of human so-
ciety or all else.

GROUP THINK

Last Thursday, my trip to
Harlem was much like a defibril-
lator. But even more so, I be-
lieve it was the process of get-
ting to my destination (people,
trains, and tunnels) that once
again jump-started my curiosity

and realigned my focus.

I was like a child in a candy
store, adoring the amazingly
beautiful aesthetics of The Re-
naissance New York Harlem
Hotel. It is truly Art Deco at its
finest.

My performance that even-
ing for the Apollo Act Up show
also proved to be an eye-opener.
But ironically, it was the evening
at my daughter’s house days be-

fore  when my  forever-
fascinating species, “the
fly” (they’re such geniuses),

proved to be a bit of a nuisance
until she yanked out a very inter-
esting gadget called a battery-
operated fly swatter had forced
my gaze. | was in awe at the first
electrified buzz.

Then, it was the gentleman
working on his truck yesterday
that exemplified self-

sustainability. These are a few of
the things that so eloquently re-
minded me of the beauty of my
ever-present life experience - the
beauty of being human and all

the resources at our disposal.
Each reminded me of how much
is available out there, but it also
reminded me of how much of it |
take for granted or simply squan-
der.

I’ve included some of the
things that fostered my fascina-
tion with being alive. They made
me realize how much of a gift
the contributions of those who
maintain focus when thinking
ahead. When gifting society their
time, energy, blood, sweat and
tears, creating something quite
useful and, in many ways, essen-
tial for every facet of our lives.
Just so that perhaps, just per-
haps, we get it.

Even when, even though,
oftentimes, they are not even
considered or are easily forgot-
ten. Our appreciation wanes, if
that. Everything we touch, eve-
rything that we utilize for our
life’s progression - or not - has

been done or given by someone
else, one of those beautiful for-
ward thinkers.

Sadly, today, in our present
landscape, I am constantly met
with such hopelessness, false
entitlement, and shallow think-
ing. It’s as if we just don’t get it
- how much of an opportunity
this life experience is. I say, ride
it until the wheels fall off if you
must, but certainly get on and
ride. ...

Read this article in its entirety
at  www.localtalkweekly.com and
type The Observation Booth, Andrea
Dialect and/or Entertainment Sec-
tion in the search bar. If you are in-
terested in participating in a chal-
lenge, project sharing a topic, news
or if you have any questions, com-
ments or concerns, send them fo
localtalkandrea@gmail.com.

Photos Courtesy Andrea Dialect

CITY COUNCIL (Cont. from pg. 13)

maintaining order and decorum
at the Municipal Council meet-
ings.”

Lisa Parker told “Local Talk”
that, “this administration has
now militarized the council
chambers with police officers in
riot gear as a way to intimidate
residents that speak out.” Yet
from reading the Municipal
Council Rules it is clear that the
police are there to enforce order.

As reported by TapInto New-
ark in its Aug.12 online article,
El Bomani said, “There is no
kind of due process. They can
just ban you. The same person
could be the judge, the jury and
the executioner deciding over
who should be banned when it
should be some kind of due pro-
cess.”

As reported by TapInto New-
ark, City Corporation Counsel
Kenyatta Stewart in a statement
on Monday, Aug. 12, defended
the city’s position.

“Newark’s City Council has
always done, and will continue
to do, the best it can with main-
taining decorum in the City
Council Chambers during meet-
ings,” Stewart said. Unfortunate-
ly, there are people who come to
the meeting to be disruptive and
disrespectful to staff members,
Council members and other par-
ticipants.

TapInto Newark reported
that documents obtained through
a New Jersey Open Public Rec-
ords Act request show that from
Jan. 1, 2023 to Fb. 27 of this
year, seven people were issued
prospective bans, or “notices of
exclusion” from City Council

meetings for their alleged behav-
ior in violation of council rules.
City Council rules are regularly
raucous.

The violations, according to
the notices, range from people
calling out from the audience, to
addressing the council in a
“threatening and violent man-
ner,” and include in one case,
"because the person held up her
fist in the air,” as per Taplnto
Newark.

Unanswered Questions

Would Newark Municipal
Council meetings stop being so
raucous if the public was given
an extra two minutes to respond
to the city council or administra-
tion’s comments? This is stand-
ard parliamentary procedure in
governing bodies across the

United States and many other
countries. The speaker makes his
or her comments. The admin-
istration responds. Speaker re-
sponds again, and takes his or
her seat.

What Judge Petrillo’s Rul-
ing Means

As reported by TapInto New-
ark in its Aug. 12 online article,
“According to Petrillo’s recent
ruling, however, because EIl
Bomani has been permitted to
return to meetings does not ne-
gate the question of the tempo-
rary bans being constitutional.

“You’ll never get to the issue
of whether the bans are lawful or
not if the city removes the ques-
tion every time by lifting the
ban,” Petrillo said. “So, this is a
policy challenge.”
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 12)

Talent Time - which led to the same name
foundation's creation.

Seller, on one hand, continued living
outside of New Jersey. The Dickinson
College and Penn State University gradu-
ate returned to Dickinson in 1975 to be-
come the college board's secretary and its
president's executive assistant for 30
years. He married Jane Myers Seller in
Carlisle, where they raised son Timothy
Myers Seller and daughter Jennifer Seller
-Miska.

Seller kept tabs, gave input and occa-
sionally visited Talen Time's productions
despite a diminishing physical presence.
His parents, Martha and M.C. Seller, and
sister, Jane Seller Mitchell, had died. Sis-
ter Judith Seller Russell moved away.

Grandson Diego Deller-Miska is also
among the 25-year Cantate Carlisle sing-
er's survivors His funeral was held at Car-
lisle's St. John's Episcopal Church, where
he was in the chorus for 32 years, fol-
lowed by internet at Laporte's Mountain
Ash Cemetery Jan. 20.

Memorial donations may go to St.
John's Episcopal Church or the Charles
Seller Foundation, PO Box 2318, Bloom-
field 07003.

MONTCLAIR - The fact that a for-
mal obituary for resident Michael Aron
had not been published as of Aug. 20 has
not stopped tributes for the "Dean of the
State House Press Corps" from appearing.
Aaron, 78, who was New Jersey Public
Television Network's chief political corre-
spondent for four decades, died from a
lingering illness here Aug. 13.

Aron was a daily presence in the now-
NJ PBS Newark and Trenton studios and
in the State House until taking a semi-
retirement in 2020. The "Reporters
Roundtable" host covered the legislative
scene from Gov. Brendan Byrne to Phil
Murphy.

Aron, as a part-timer, would appear in
election result coverage and other NJ PBS
specials and wrote for "Harpers" and
"New Jersey Monthly." He was one of the
monthly's editors since the late 1970s; he
may be best remembered for authoring,
"My Search for Einstein's Brain" in 2013.

Aron also wrote a book on the 1993
gubernatorial race between James Florio
and Christie Todd Whitman.

"Tammy and I are deeply saddened by
the passing of our friend," said Murphy
(D-Rumson). "We'll miss Michael dearly
and are sending our heartfelt prayers and
condolences to his family and former col-
leagues in the press corps."

"It's the end of an era," added former
Gov. Chris Christie (R-Mendham).

"Michael was smart, scrupulously pre-
pared and always on the hunt for the truth.
He covered my team for 15 years as US
Attorney and Governor without fear or
favor and his eyes never blinked."

"Few journalists ever garner the wide-
spread level of respect that Michael Aron
had achieved," reflected WNET Group
President Neal Shapiro. "He earned it
with an unbiased, methodical and unwa-
vering investigative style examining the
issues, policies and stakeholders affecting
state residents. He was one of a kind and
will be missed; however, his standards
and practices live on in the NJ Spotlight
News newsroom and continue to inspire
our staff today."

BELLEVILLE - The Township
Council, after an over two-hour overall
"special emergency meeting" here Aug.
19, sent off Anthony Ilacono and wel-
comed Brian Banda as Town Manager.

The council, after starting the noon
Monday meeting by holding a public
comment segment, entered into an execu-
tive session. They emerged an hour later
to start the public proceeding in the coun-
cil chamber.

They first passed a separation agree-
ment between l[aocono and then appoint-
ing Banda on a pair of 4-3 votes. Second
Ward Councilman Frank Velez, Third
Ward Councilman Vincent Cozzarelli.
Fourth Ward Councilwoman Diane
Guardabasco and At-Large Councilman
Thomas Graziano voted "Yes." Mayor
Michael Melham and First Ward Council-
woman Tracy Williams-Muldrow voted
"Now" and Councilwoman/Deputy Mayor
Naomy Depena abstained.

[acono leaves after two years' service
and with an agreement that is pending
Melham and the council's signatures to
become official and public. One detail
that Graziano and Velez pointed out is
that the former Guttenberg manager will
be paid from a "compensation fund" cre-
ated by CFO Frank DiMaria.

Banda will be serving simultaneously
as manager and as a planning department
aide. The Belleville resident is also a
Class IV member of the Belle-
ville Planning Board. Both Melham and
Depena said that Banda was a valuable
employee and a loyal A Better Belleville
party member.

Police Chief Mark Minichini was nev-
er in contention to succeed lacono; he had
recently resigned from being Deputy
Town manager.

NUTLEY - Those who use the town-
ship's water and sewer infrastructure may
have seen the latter's place on their quar-
terly tax bills moved - and their rates
changed - since July 1.

The Nutley Board of Commissioners

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY

Stop Bank Leviesl!

Stop Wage Garnishments!
Stop Creditor Harassment

Stop Foreclosurel!

Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
Restore Driving Privileges

o [ ] E
Prevent Auto Repossessions

ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.

FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
Call

DAVID WITHERSPOON
Attorney-at-Law
142 Lafayette Street
Newark, NJ 07102

973-342-6653
973-489-9005

LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL
MAY REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

* * *+ S+ * * * >

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated fo helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code
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have decided to bring the sewer service under the
Nutley Water Utility's roof and tax bill line item.
The entity is now renamed the Nutley Water and
Sewer Utility.

That change moves the sewer charge from the
municipal property tax line to the water bill tax
line. The change may also affect what one pays
for water and sewer use.

Nutley's elders have decided to stop billing
sewer use as part of the property tax bill. Water
and sewer charges, as of July 1, are now based on
a customer's consumption instead of being a per-
centage of the property's assessed value.

The recalculation, said the commissioners,
will bring Nutley more in line with other Essex
County municipalities in billing based on con-
sumption. The Nutley utility will then pay the re-
calculated portions to the respective Passaic Val-
ley Water Commission and Passaic Valley Sewer-
age Commission.
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Germain, Primerose, APN
Howell, Janiece, APN We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
Shah, Sanjay, APN Including
docrinol Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
Endocrinology And Metabolic Bone Disorders
Tara Rajiyah, MD
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