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TRUMP NARROWLY AVOIDS ASSASSINATION

By Kristopher Seals

BUTLER, PA. - A matter of millimeters was the differ-
ence between a man continuing a presidential campaign

and the end of his life.

July 13th, 2024 will go down as one of the most infa- |
mous days in American history. During a rally in Butler,
PA, former President Donald J. Trump campaigned be- |
fore thousands of supporters in the Keystone State. At
around 6:11 p.m., Trump turned his head to the side to
point out statistics on immigration, a simple action that
is usually nothing out of the ordinary. That simple action
quite possibly saved his life, as a sniper’s bullet clipped

his right ear but missed his skull.

Trump then got the ground quickly as a Secret Ser-
vice sniper on an adjacent roof engaged the shooter and
shot him dead on top of an AGR International Inc. build-
ing, just 130 yards from where Trump was speaking. Se-
cret Service agents on the ground surrounded Trump
swiftly during the gunfire. Despite the frightening cir-
cumstances, Trump got up and asked to put his shoes on.

(Continued on page 12)
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Former President Trump arrives at
the Republican National Convention,
sporting a bandage on his right ear
after it was clipped by a sniper July

MENENDEZ FOUND GUILTY ON 16 COUNTS

By Kristopher Seals

NEW YORK - As the nation reeled from the
near assassination of one convicted political
figure, another one just heard a jury foreman
say, “Guilty.”

On July 16, U.S. Senator Robert “Bob”
Menendez, Sr. (D-NJ) was found guilty on
16 counts, which included items such as con-
spiracy to take bribes, extortion, honest ser-
vices fraud, acting as a foreign agent, and
more. The conclusion of the nine-week trial
came after 13 hours of jury deliberations.
The Senator’s lawyers have already said that
they will appeal.

Right after the verdict, U.S. Attorney
Damian Williams said, “Moments ago, a jury
convicted Senator Robert Menendez of cor-

Primary Care Multi Specialty Group
THE HEART CENTER OF THE ORANGES

ruption offenses. This case has always been
about shocking levels of corruption. Hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of bribes, in-
cluding gold, cash, and a Mercedes-Benz.
This wasn’t politics as usual; this was poli-
tics for profit.

“Because Senator Menendez has now
been found guilty, his years of selling his of-
fice to the highest bidder have finally come
to an end. Corruption isn’t costless: it erodes
public trust, and it undermines the rule of
law. That’s why we’re so committed to
fighting it, regardless of political party.

“I want to thank the career prosecutors
and law enforcement agents who meticulous-
ly investigated and prosecuted this case.

(Continued on page 13)
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Hello Readers,

The assassination attempt on
former President Donald Trump
is a black day in the history of
the United States of America.
The Secret Service forgot the
protocol to check the roofs and
terraces of nearby homes via
drone or other advanced equip-
ment. Also, after finding out the
shooter was on the roof for 1
minute and 55 seconds before he
shot at Trump, some of the peo-
ple on the crowd were scream-
ing that they saw him, but noth-
ing was done. Even a Secret Ser-
vice lady officer was laughing or
smiling and ducked so low that
everyone can see Trump clearly,
which is dangerous, as he was
wide open to be shot.

The investigation will go on
for some time for the misman-
agement of the Secret Service.
The Secret Service agents on the
ground acted very good to sur-
round Trump in a fraction of a
second. After getting shot at,
Trump was exciting the crowd
with his fist pump, but it was
risky considering the seriousness
of the situation.

President Biden took a
long time to respond, and it was
a good message but not strong
enough to unite the country.
Trump invited Biden to debate at
any time, any place, one on one
without any moderator. Biden
denied that he will have any de-
bate before September. I agree
with Biden. He should not waste
his time on a debate, but rather
show the American people that
he is capable of managing this
country better than Trump.

CNN brought on two Cauca-
sian ladies who said that the
Donald Trump assassination at-
tempt was planted and fake. Still,

CNN is biased and working for
one side trying to change the
minds of the people. We are
journalists, should report
what is right, rather than taking
sides all the time. We should not
brainwash  people’s  minds
through our reporting, in my
opinion. We are the mirror,

we

whatever comes should go out
the same way with the best of
our ability.

On Tuesday July 16, 2024, a
jury convicted NJ Senator Robert
Menendez on all counts. His fel-
low U.S. Senator Cory Booker
from NJ, along with NJ Gover-
nor Phil Murphy, Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer, U.S. Senator
from Michigan Gary Peters, and
many other democrats have
called for Menendez to resign
immediately. Menendez has al-
ready announced earlier that he
would not resign, and he is seek-
ing election for another six-year
term as an independent. Howev-
er, after the verdict Menendez

has not said anything about that

yet. If Menendez chooses to re-
sign, NJ Governor Murphy has
the right to choose a replacement
until Menendez’s term ends on
January 3, 2025. The election
will be on November 5, 2024 for
the six-year term from 2025 to
2030.

That same day, there was a
special primary election to fill
the seat of late Congressman
Donald M. Payne, Jr. Several
candidates competed for the hon-
or, but in the end, Newark Coun-
cil President LaMonica Mclver
won the Democratic nod, while
Carmen Bucco won the Republi-
can bid. They will advance to
another Special Election on Sept.
18, and then the regular one in
November. Why Gov. Murphy
did it that way is anyone’s guess.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next week.
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NEWARK MUSEUM ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION GETS GREEN LIGHT

By Lev D. Zilbermints

NEWARK - After three months'
delay, the Newark Municipal
Council approved additional con-
struction for the Newark Muse-
um. The vote, according to
https://www.tapinto.net June 25
article, was 8-0, with only West
Ward Councilman Dupre Kelly
abstaining.

“Local Talk” did its diligent
research. What follows is taken
from at least four different
sources, with credit given to each
source.

How It All Began

According to a June 25 article
on tapinto.net, "Plans for the
Newark Museum Project, Muse-
um Parc, which were revealed in
2021, also call for outdoor ameni-
ties, including a more visible
sculpture garden, and renovations
for the education wing. As then
reported, Museum Parc's first
building is planned to be six sto-
ries and consist of a new gallery
for the museum and the first 90
apartment units.

The new space is slated to be

an extension of the museum's ex-
isting contemporary galleries,
with a new street - level facility
for both contemporary exhibitions
and public programming, a muse-
um announcement said. The pro-
ject was then estimated to cost
$85 million."

Georgia ng Village
a continuing issue

According to a June 30, 2023
article on nj.com, "The City of
Newark has agreed to drop its
effort to collect rents directly
from tenants of Georgia King Vil-
lage after concluding that the af-
fordable housing complex's own-
er had made a good - faith effort
to address substandard conditions
brought to light over the winter
by a rat infestation."

“Local Talk” covered Georgia
King Village in its March 3, 2023
issue. As was reported at the
time, according to Steve Strunsky
of nj.com, the Newark Municipal
Council in January and February
2023 voted to put the complex
into the hands of a receiver who
would accept tenants' rent pay-
ments and use the money to make

Non-healing Foot Wounds?
Diabetic Foot Ulcers’?

BEFORE

12 WEEKS LATER
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rious problems:
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repairs.

What is not clear is what ex-
actly that good-faith effort was.

According to the June 30,
2023 article by Steve Strunsky
on nj.com, tenants said that even
though L+M, the company that
owns Georgia King Village,
made improvements, problems
still remain.

According to Strunsky, Gee
Cureton, a spokesperson for
Georgia King Village's Tenant
Association, acknowledged in a
statement that L+M had made
improvements to the complex,
including the original rat infesta-
tion. But she said the company
was forced to take action after
tenants appeared before the City
Council last winter to plead for
help.

They said L+M had ignored
or downplayed their complaints
of a rat infestation triggered by
new construction on the property
of a building containing a com-
munity mental health center and
another 78 affordable apart-
ments, 16 of them for chronically
homeless families and individu-
als.

"I am disappointed with L+M
for addressing GKV residents'
deplorable habitations only after
presenting our case at a Newark
hearing of citizens in January
2023," Cureton stated, referring
to the City Council meeting."

According to the June 25,
2024 article by Matt Kadosh on
www.tapinto,  "Last = month
(Newark City Council West
Ward Councilman Dupre) Kelly
said L+M Development Partners
was in talks to sell Georgia King
Village."

Construction is moving ahead

According to a March 11,
2024 article by Steve Strunsky
on nj.com, “The $95 million pro-
ject got a significant boost last
week when the City Council
granted preliminary approval of
a 25-year tax abatement for L+M
Development Partners of Larch-
mont, N.Y., which will construct
the new buildings. ...

“Plans call for the construc-
tion of two buildings: a six-story
rectangular structure on the prop-
erty's southern edge along Cen-
tral Avenue, which will house a
4,216 - square - foot contempo-
rary art gallery and 90 apart-
ments, and a 12-story tower with

160 apartments at Central and
University avenues on the prop-
erty's southwest corner, with
2,598 square feet of restaurant
and retail space at its base.

“Fifty apartments in the two
buildings would be affordable,
meaning priced at below-market
rents and set aside for people
with low and moderate incomes.

“With its extensive collection
of African, Asian and American
paintings and sculpture, and its
adjacent John Ballantine House,
the meticulously restored former
mansion of one of Newark's 19th
century beer barons, the down-
town art institution is New Jer-
sey's largest museum.

“The plan also calls for rede-
signing an outdoor sculpture gar-
den, building a new entryway
directly into the auditorium from
outside the 115-year-old muse-
um, and re-imagining an educa-
tion wing.

“In October, the private, non-
profit museum, led by President
and CEO Linda Harrison, made a
more modest though still visibly
striking addition to its exterior,
installing a pair of African-
themed marble busts titled Apol-
lo (Diptych) by sculptor Sanford
Biggers flanking the building's
1926 entrance on Washington
Street.

“The proposed development
project is part of a broader
"Museum Parc" master plan for
the 4.5 -acre property, which is
across Washington Street from
Harriet Tubman Square. The mu-
seum is an anchor institution of
the "Newark Arts & Entertain-
ment District," established last
year by Mayor Ras J. Baraka to
foster the development of arts -
related businesses and institu-
tions in the surrounding down-
town neighborhood.

“A deal between L+M and
the museum calls for transferring
about an acre of museum proper-
ty to the company. According to
Dowd and the L+M, the compa-
ny will build the structures and
provide the gallery to the muse-
um under a long-term lease of $1
a year. The two sides said the
museum will also receive a por-
tion of the apartments' rental in-
come.”

Five-stage Master Plan

As far as construction is con-
(Continued on page 13)
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By William Hathaway, Jr.

The United States will be
among the nations competing in
the 2024 Olympics next month
in Paris. Soccer, or football, fans
all over got to see the United
States Women’s Soccer Team in
action, taking on Mexico in a
friendly matchup.

A sellout crowd of 26,376 at
Red Bulls Stadium in Harrison
witnessed the “Impact 99 Lega-
cy Match,” which paid special
tribute to the 1999 FIFA Wom-
en’s World Cup Champions, led
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tors 17-3. Sophia Smith and
Midfielder Rose Lavelle tested
Mexico Goalkeeper Esthefanny
Barrerras early, but she held
strong. Then, in the 64th mi-
nute, Smith broke through for
the only goal of the day, leading
the U.S. to a 1-0 victory. In their
last eight matchups, the United
States Women’s Soccer team is
unbeaten.

In other sports, the 2024
Home Run Derby was won by
Los Angeles Dodgers slugger
Teoscar Hernandez, while the
American League beat the Na-

Photo By Felicia
Laguerre Owens
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by Brandi Chastain and many

others.

The first half of the match
was spearheaded by tough de-
fense and was scoreless. How-
ever, the second half saw the
U.S. women outshoot the visi-

PRESENTED BY m
. ‘J par

t10na1 League 5-3 in the All-Star
game from Arlington. Red Sox
CF Jerran Duran took MVP
honors after hitting a tie break-
ing HR in the 5th inning.
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UNITED STATES

TRUMP CLASSIFIED
DOCUMENTS CASE
DISMISSED

On July 15, former President
Donald Trump caught a break in
one of his four criminal trials.

Judge Aileen Cannon has
dismissed the classified docu-
ments case against Trump, citing
that the appointed of Special
Counsel Jack Smith violated the
Appointments Clause of the U.S.
Constitution. In layperson’s
terms, for a defendant in a feder-
al case, the prosecution must
employ federally appointed per-
sonnel. While U.S. Attorney
General Merrick Garland picked
Smith to head up the case, he
was not confirmed by Congress
to perform such a task.

Basically, if Smith were to
act in any unjust capacity, there
is no consequence, as he has no
legally linked involvement, and
he can pretty much do whatever
he wants. That is in conflict with
the requirement that a defendant
receive a “fair trial” and there-
fore Cannon dismissed the mat-
ter.

The case was not dismissed
“with prejudice” and Smith can
appeal, but anything worthwhile
would come after the election.
This is contrary to the Alec
Baldwin “Rust” shotting trial,
which was dismissed with preju-
dice, meaning that it cannot be
retried, and Baldwin is free to
go.

Although Smith is also over-
seeing the Jan. 6 trial, there is no
word if Judge Tanya Chutkan
would dismiss that case on the
same grounds, as unlike Cannon,

she was not appointed by former
President Trump.

TRUMP PICKS
VANCE FOR VP

Hours after Cannon gave
him a break, Trump answered
one of the biggest questions of
his campaign - who will be his
Vice Presidential pick.

Not long before officially
claiming the GOP nomination
for President at the Republican
National Convention in Milwau-
kee, Trump chose Ohio Senator
J.D. Vance as his running mate.

“After lengthy deliberation
and thought, and considering the
tremendous talents of many oth-
ers, I have decided that the per-
son best suited to assume the
position of Vice President of the
United States is Senator J.D.
Vance of the Great State of
Ohio,” Trump posted on Truth
Social. “J.D. honorably served
our Country in the Marine
Corps, graduated from Ohio
State University in two years,
Summa Cum Laude, and is a
Yale Law School Graduate,
where he was Editor of The Yale
Law Journal, and President of
the Yale Law Veterans Associa-
tion. J.D.’s book, “Hillbilly Ele-
gy,” became a Major Best Seller
and Movie, as it championed the
hardworking men and women of
our Country. J.D. has had a very
successful business career in
Technology and Finance, and
now, during the Campaign, will
be strongly focused on the peo-
ple he fought so brilliantly for,
the American Workers and
Farmers in Pennsylvania, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, Ohio, Minneso-
ta, and far beyond....

In response, President Biden
made this post on X (tka Twit-
ter).

“Here’s the deal about J.D.
Vance. He talks a big game
about working people. But now,
he and Trump want to raise taxes
on middle-class families while
pushing more tax cuts for the
rich. Well, I don’t intend to let
them.” (Biden then dropped a
link to make donations)

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information recent as of 7-16-
2024 at 12 p.m.

2024 Mass Shooting Stats:
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,

https:/lwww.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2024)

e Total Mass Shootings: 345*
(*includes Trump shooting)
Total Dead: 429

o Total Wounded: 1429
o Shootings Per Day: 1.74
e Days Reached in Year 2024
as of July 16: 198
MIDDLE EAST
MORE VIOLENCE
I
I

IN GAZA

New Israeli airstrikes report-
edly struck southern and central
areas of Gaza on Monday as UN
humanitarians and partners con-
tinued to treat the victims of a
deadly strike on Al Mawasi in
southwest Gaza on Saturday that
reportedly left at least 90 dead
and around 300 injured.

In an update from Nasser
Medical Complex in Khan
Younis where victims have been
admitted, veteran UN aid official
Scott Anderson reported wit-
nessing “some of the most hor-
rific" scenes he had experienced
in his nine months in Gaza.

“With not enough beds, hy-
giene equipment, sheeting or
scrubs, many patients were treat-
ed on the ground without disin-
fectants, ventilation systems
were switched off due to a lack
of electricity and fuel, and the air
was filled with the smell of
blood,” said Mr. Anderson, Dep-
uty Humanitarian Coordinator
and Director of the UN agency
for Palestine refugees
(UNRWA) in Gaza.

The overwhelmed facility
received more than 100 severe
cases in one day, the UNRWA
official continued. “I saw tod-
dlers who are double amputees,
children paralyzed and unable to
receive treatment and others sep-
arated from their parents,” Mr.
Anderson said, adding that par-
ents had moved into the ‘“so-
called humanitarian zone” of Al
Mawasi, in the hope that their
children would be safe there.

In a statement, the Israeli
military said that it had been tar-
geting a Hamas military com-
mander at Al Mawasi, which lies
west of Khan Younis city, by the
coast. The sand and seafront
zone is now home to hundreds of

thousands of people, including
many forcibly uprooted from
Rafah in southernmost Gaza in
early May ahead of an incursion
by Israeli forces.

The renewed hostilities in
Rafah and central Gaza followed
media reports of another strike
on an UNRWA school-turned-
shelter on Sunday in Nuseirat
refugee camp. At least 17 people
are believed to have died in the
attack at the school, according to
the local authorities.

Two other UNRWA schools
were hit last week, with 190 of
the UN agency’s facilities struck
since the war erupted.

On July 10, the UN aid coor-
dination office, OCHA, led an
inter-agency mission to two in-
formal shelter sites at Al Bureij
and Al Maghazi refugee camps
in Deir al Balah, central Gaza.

In Al Bureij, OCHA reported
that 3,800 people were sharing
388 tents with no health services
nor basic items including water
and hygiene products. In Al Ma-
ghazi, more than 1,000 people
including seven cancer patients
were crammed into a damaged
UNRWA school with no medi-
cal care, water or food.

“My colleagues from the hu-
manitarian community are doing
everything possible to increase
medical capacity in Gaza, but
impediments to humanitarian
operations prevent us from sup-
porting people anywhere near
the scale necessary,” Mr. Ander-
son said, before repeating calls
for an immediate ceasefire, the
release of all remaining Israeli
hostages taken during Hamas-led
terror attacks on October 7, and
a “meaningful opportunity” for
healing to begin, stressing that
civilians must be protected at all
times.

Nine out of 10 Gazans are
displaced and many “can’t af-
ford to move anymore”, Deputy
Humanitarian Coordinator An-
derson told UN correspondents
in New York, speaking from
Khan Younis.

UNRWA teams are trying
their hardest to make sure basic
necessities such as access to
food, water, medicine and hy-
giene kits, are being met.

Among the constant impedi-
ments to reaching people in need
are restrictions on movement,
safety for humanitarian staff,
telecommunications challenges

(Continued on page 11)
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McIVER & BUCCO TO FACE OFF FOR PAYNE JR'S SEAT

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - LaMonica Mclver, of Newark,
and Carmen Bucco, of Nutley - no matter
what July 16 election night results one reads
- won their respective Democratic and Re-
publican nominations to fill out the late Don-
ald M. Payne, Jr.'s Congressional District
No. 10 seat.

A majority of participating registered
Democratic party CD 10 voters, with 98 per-
cent of polling districts reporting Tuesday
night, granted Mclver a landslide primary
victory. The Newark Municipal Council
Central Ward Councilwoman and Council
President, according to the Associated Press
at 10:48 p.m. bested 10 other candidates
among CD10's nine Essex County and eight
Union County municipalities whole or in
part and "Central Jersey City" in Hudson
County.

Mclver mustered 11,563 votes among
the 18 CD10 towns for 47.3 percent of the
overall vote. with 93 percent of the polling
station districts reporting. The AP had
Mclver win 55 percent of the Essex County
vote and 41 percent in Union County but got
only 24 percent in Hudson County.

Bucco, a clothier and orphan charity
founder, ran unopposed in CD10's all three
counties to win the Republican primary.

Mclver and Bucco are to face each other
in the Sept. 18 special general election to
finish Payne's current unexpired term. Payne
(D-Newark) was in his seventh U.S. House
of Representatives term when he died of a
heart attack, complicated by diabetes, here
April 24. Payne was also preparing to run for
an eighth term in June 4's regular party pri-
mary and in Nov. 5's General Election.

The primary victors, on the surface,
seemed to have somewhat straightforward
campaigns. Bucco loyalists and party-
affiliated voters helped him get the Republi-
can Party Organization's support for the
Sept. 18 special general election.

Mclver got the endorsement and cam-
paign machinery from the Essex County
Democratic Committee. Linden Mayor
Derek Armstead, however, got the personal
endorsement of Union County Democratic
Committee President and State Senate Presi-
dent Nicholas Scutari, of Linden. The Hud-
son County Democratic Committee opted
not to endorse any candidate and sat out the
primary.

That and "Which candidate are you most
familiar with?" may have led to the runner-
up finish variances between the AP results
and results posted on Essexclerk.com. Arm-
stead placed second in their aggregate results
at 3,375 votes or 13.8 percent. Hudson
County Commissioner Derek Walker placed
third overall, taking Central Jersey City, for
2,354 votes or 9.6 percent.

The current CDI10's 18 towns were
grouped together by 2021-22 redistricting.
That redrawing was in the wake of demo-

LaMonica
Mclver

graphic shifts found among those municipal-
ities by the 2020 U.S. Census.

Herewith are the results as posted on es-
sexclerk.com by 9:45 p.m. Tuesday covers
only CD 10's nine Essex County municipali-
ties: Newark except the East and North
Wards (-they are in CD8-), Montclair's
Fourth Ward (the other wards are in CDI11),
Irvington, East Orange, Orange, West Or-
ange, Caldwell, Essex Fells and Verona.

The following figures remain unofficial
until July 31 to allow for Vote By Mail Bal-
lots postmarked no later than 8 p.m. July 16
to reach Essex County Clerk Christopher
Durkin's Election Division Office here. The
fortnight before Durkin's certification allows
for any challenges and recounts.

(Any significant variances among the tri-
county and overall figures will be noted. The
14-day procedure is the same for Durkin's
colleagues in Jersey City and Elizabeth.)

Republican Primary

CARMEN BUCCO won all 670 votes
that were cast for him. The county clerk had
not posted any write-in vote challenges - if
any were made.

Democratic Primary

LAMONICA MCIVER was the night's
top vote-getter, receiving 7,972 votes or
55.49 percent of the vote. No other candidate
broke out of single-digit percentages.

The "Best of the Rest" standing went to
DARRYL GODFREY, of South Orange.
The Invest Newark Executive Vice President
here garnered 1,106 votes for 7.70 percent.
He was the only other candidate who drew
more than 1,000 votes.

DEREK ARMSTEAD, of Linden,
ranked third here, amassing 979 votes for
6.81 percent. The former Linden Fourth
Ward Councilman placed second overall by
receive 33 percent of the Union County vote
against Mclver's 41 percent.

SHANA MELIUS, Payne's press assis-
tant from Newark, came fourth with 930 for

Carmen
Bucco

6.47.

BRITTANY D. CLAYBROOKS fin-
ished fifth, carrying 912 or 6.35. The former
East Orange Second Ward Councilwoman is
the campaign manager for Cong. Andy Kim,
of Bordentown, in his Nov. 5 bid to become
U.S. Senator.

Newark native, professional teacher and
parent advocate SHEILA MONTAGUE was
placed sixth, mustering 703 or 4.89.

JERRY WALKER, of Jersey City, was
seventh at 530 votes for 3.69 percent of the
Essex County vote. While the former basket-
ball player won the Central Jersey City /
Hudson County vote at 46 percent, 3.69 per-
cent here and four percent of Union County's
votes left him third overall behind Mclver
and Armstead.

Former Newark Housing Authority
Community Engagement Manager and South
Ward Concerned Parents founder ALBER-
TA GORDON garnered 479 or 3.33 here.

Newark law professor EUGENE D. MA-
70, who claimed he had the support of the
Hudson County Democratic Corporation and
the "Normal Democratic Organization of
Union County," placed eighth with 324 or
2.26.

Jersey City teacher and political science
graduate JOHN J. FLORA, finished with
270 or 1.88.

Newark native, education advocate and
certified OSHA trainer DEBRA L. SALT-
ERS rounded out the balloted field with 162
or 1.13.

Bucco and Mclver may be jousting for
Payne's intended new full term in the Nov. 5
General Election. Bucco had acquired
enough petition signatures to get on the June
4 regular primary ballot - which he won -
and the Nov. 5 ballot.

The three counties' Democratic commit-
tee have until Aug. 29 to replace Payne's
name on the Nov. 5 ballot with Mclver - or
someone else they can agree on. Payne's
name could not be removed in time from the
June 4 regular primary ballot - which voters
approved in a posthumous Payne victory lap.
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - The ECPO Ar-
son Squad, city fire officials and
the State Fire Marshal are look-
ing for the cause of a July 6 fire
that damaged a public grammar
school here in The Ironbound.
The Newark Public Schools and
its emergency contractors are
meanwhile working to have the
East Ward Community School
ready to accept teachers, staff
and students on or before Sept.
3.

Newark Fire Department
units who answered the 3:39
p.m. fire report arrived at 104
Oliver St. that Saturday and
brought the blaze under control
by 4:11 p.m.

The East Ward Elementary
School first opened its doors to
some 700 Pre-Kindergarten
through Fifth Grade Students in
2019. It is one of the few NPS
elementary schools that are not
Pre-K-Eighth Grade.

The building at 104 Oliver,
before 2019, was the Oliver
Street School. Its core dates back
to 1869 with additions made in
1904, 1915 and 1921.

Neither NPS nor the Depart-
ment of Public Safety have said
where the fire started in which
vintage of the building. No one
was injured by the fire.

IRVINGTON - Members of
the Springfield Avenue Business
Improvement  District  and
FirsTEAManagement touted
three ongoing projects within
and near the district limits in an
annual tri-town development
conference June 26.

SABID and FTM officials, in
their 15-minute presentation in
the Sandwiches Unlimited cater-
ing room in Orange, said that the
five-story, 37-unit apartment
building at 124-130 Ellis Ave. is
nearing completion. 124-130 El-
lis, just south of its Springfield
Avenue intersection, is among
several renewal projects along
the Irvington-Newark border.

Also under construction is
Chancellor  Self-Storage, a
122,352-square foot warehouse
in that avenue's industrial
zone.280 Park Place, on the 6.5-
acre Irvington General Hospital
site, has entered its third of five
phases. Construction is under-
way for Hilltop Senior, a six-
story building which houses "a
mix of studio and one-bedroom
apartments." 280 Park Place
Phase One was completed in
2018 - 10 years after IGH
closed.

The latest 280 Park/hospital
site update was part of the
Fourth Annual Tri-Community
Commercial and Residential
Seminar held here. The seminar
hosts real estate development
briefs in Irvington, Orange and
East Orange from municipal
planners and developers.

SABID is a client of FTM, of
New York. FTM assists commu-
nities' BID development.

EAST ORANGE / GLEN
RIDGE - The U.S. Department
of Justice - New Jersey District
attorneys have not said why for-
mer city business owner and bor-
ough resident Ahmed Mahgoub's
June 28 sentencing in Newark
has been postponed.

Maghoub, 66, half-owner of
F&A Transportation/Smart Un-
ion in East Orange and a former
Glen Ridge apartment resident,
had pleaded guilty before Feder-
al Magistrate Judge Mark Ali
March 6 to one count of second-
degree false representation for a
government contract. Federal
attorneys had  called for
Maghoub being sentenced to
prison for five years.

Fazia Ibrahim, 50, F&A's
other half, was to have started
pre-trial intervention monitoring
on June 28. Ibrahim, who shared
the same Glen Ridge and East
Hanover addresses as Maghoub,
pleaded guilty to a third-degree
count of tampering public infor-
mation or records.

Maghoub and Ibrahim had

confessed to falsifying the in-
spection records of the school
buses and medical minivans
based out of 144 Evergreen
Place, East Orange. They had
doctored the records of its driv-
ers and aides who would be un-
qualified for the jobs.

The altered records, before
USDOJ's 2020 investigation,
would be used to gain transpor-
tation contracts for Newark Pub-
lic Schools and other govern-
mental agencies.

ORANGE - Last rites for
retired Orange Police Depart-
ment Capt. William C. Boggier -
who combined his service to Or-
ange with his passion for motor-
cycling for two decades - were
held at Essex Fells' St. Peter's
Church July 13.

Boggier, 63, a West Essex
resident who was dedicated to
protecting and serving Orange,
lost his six-month fight against
Lymphoma at his Essex Fells
home July 8. Born in Newark
Feb. 27, 1964, Boggier grew up
in North Caldwell. He settled in
Essex Fells with wife Dr. Kathe-
rine and daughters Abigail and
Zoe in 2001.

Boggier was appointed as
one of "Orange's Finest" in 2001
The certified NJ Police Firearms
Instructor was eventually pro-
moted as captain while becom-
ing decorated for his service
along the way. Capt. Boggier
also served as Commander of
OPD's Motorcycle Unit-Special
Operations and Technical Ser-
vices.

The adult life-long motorcy-
cle rider and certified police
academy instructor was a certi-
fied Maryland State Police Mo-
tor Officer Instructor and, for 19
years, a Rider Education of NIJ
Coach.

Boggier was last in the news
for recovering from an on-duty
motorcycle collision that left him
with severe traumatic brain inju-
ry. A motorist ran a stop sign
and ran into the captain's Harley-
Davidson while he was on funer-
al escort in Woodbridge, 2019.
His other injuries - including
multiple leg fractures, a broken
pelvis and a broken wrist - put
him on disability retirement.

Boggier recovered to where
he resumed motorcycle riding in
2021 and continued until his
cancer diagnosis. Mother Lynn,
sisters Tracy and Diane and

brother Henry Griffin are also
among his survivors.

WEST ORANGE - That
funeral arrangements for Watch-
ung Heights resident Grace Dru-
ry and her two grandsons are
pending a Northern Regional
Medical Examiner's autopsy as
of press time have not kept
neighbors from erecting a make-
shift shrine for them here at 41
Liberty St since July 13.

About the only confirmation
that Essex County Prosecutor
Theodore "Ted" Stephens II,
West Orange Fire Chief Anthony
Vecchio and Police Chief James
Abbott Drury would make 4
p.m. July 15 was that Drury, 75
and her 3-year-old and 8-year-
old grandsons had died as the
result of the 11 a.m. Saturday
fire. The boys' names were being
withheld as they are minors.

Vecchio said that the first
fire units arrived at 61 Liberty
just after 11 a.m. - and found
heavy smoke coming from the
kitchen. Firefighters quenched
the blaze - and then found the
three occupants. The trio were
taken out and given CPR until
they were declared dead at the
scene.

Township code inspectors
deemed 41 Liberty, a 2.5-story
house built in 1910, uninhabita-
ble. Several neighbors told re-
porters that the Drurys had
moved back into the house last
month due to a separate fire
there last year.

West Orange Superintendent
of Schools Hayden Moore, say-
ing that he used to live a few
doors away from the Drurys,
confirmed that the older boy was
a student at the nearby Washing-
ton Elementary School. Moore
has set up a GoFundMe.com
page for the family.

Grace Drury's former hus-
band - Robert, 59, a union roofer
- died Set. 17, 2008. Detectives
from the ECPO Crime Scene
Investigation Bureau and the
West Orange Police Department
are continuing their investiga-
tion.

SOUTH ORANGE - The
Village Council - after mulling
over New Jersey American
Water's $19.7 - $50 million bid
to buy the municipal water sys-
tem and fielding public speaker
questions, voted 4-2 July 9 to

(Continued on page 14)
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and fuel, he said.

“Recently there’s been a substantial
breakdown in law and order”, he added, with
municipal policing virtually non-existent fol-
lowing the Israeli order for officers to stay at
home last February.

ASIA
FORCED LABOR
CONCERNS GROW

Forced labor is widespread and institu-
tionalized across the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DPRK / North Korea),
maintained through violence and recrimina-
tion, the UN human rights office OHCHR
said on July 16.

In a report based on 183 interviews with
victims and witnesses of forced labor who
managed to escape DPRK and now live
abroad, OHCHR cited one person’s testimo-
ny that if a daily work quota was not met,
workers would be beaten and have their food
ration cut.

“These people are forced to work in in-
tolerable conditions - often in dangerous sec-
tors without pay, freedom of choice, the abil-

ity to leave, protection, medical care, time
off, food, and shelter,” said OHCHR spokes-
person Liz Throssell.

“They are placed under constant surveil-
lance, regularly beaten, while women are
exposed to continuing risks of sexual vio-
lence.”

The UN report into DPRK identifies six
types of forced labor including work in de-
tention, State-assigned jobs, military con-
scription and so-called “Shock Brigades,”
where groups are forced to carry out
“arduous manual labor,” often in construc-
tion and agriculture.

The most serious concerns arise in deten-
tion facilities, where victims are systemati-
cally compelled to work under threats of
physical violence and in inhumane condi-
tions. The report suggests that the wide-
spread use of forced labor in DPRK prisons
may constitute enslavement - a crime against
humanity.

North Koreans are “controlled and ex-
ploited through an extensive and multi-
layered system of forced labor” directed to-
ward the State's interests rather than the peo-
ple's, the report authors concluded.

Military conscripts are required to serve
for 10 years or more and routinely forced to
work in agriculture or construction, accord-
ing to the OHCHR report’s authors.

A former nurse at a military hospital who

treated soldiers during her compulsory ser-
vice described their work as “hard and dan-
gerous, without adequate health and safety
measures”. She noted that many soldiers,
weakened and tired, became malnourished
and contracted tuberculosis.

Those enlisted into the “Shock Brigades”
are often required to live on-site for months
or years with little or no remuneration.
Women, often the main income earners for
families, are particularly impacted by these
mobilizations, the UN human rights report
noted.

It alleged that the DPRK sends selected
citizens abroad to work and earn foreign cur-
rency for the State, taking up to 90 per cent
of their earnings.

Once they are set to work, these North
Koreans live “under constant surveillance
and with their passports confiscated...in
cramped quarters, with almost no time off
and extremely limited possibilities to contact
their families.”

The institutionalized labor system begins
at school, the report noted, with children
forced to perform tasks such as clearing riv-
ersides or planting trees. “From an early age,
you have to make yourself available to
serve,” one of the witnesses said.

The UN report calls on the Government
of DPRK to “abolish the use of forced labor
and end any forms of slavery.”
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TRUMP (Continued from page 1)

Then, with blood on his face, he pumped
his fist in the air, and shouted, “FIGHT!
FIGHT! FIGHT!” in a moment that will be
remembered for generations. The crowd re-
sponded to his call with, “USA! USA!
USA!” as the 45th President was whisked
away from the scene. After being treated at a
local medical facility, Trump departed for
New Jersey. He stayed at Bedminster before
heading to Milwaukee, WI for the Republi-
can National Convention to accept the Par-
ty’s nomination for the 2024 Presidential
Election. On July 15, Trump tapped Ohio
Senator J.D. Vance as his running mate in
November.

With Trump miraculously safe and
sound, the matter turned to the other ele-
ments of the day. First, the shooter: Thomas
Matthew Crooks, age 20, of Bethel Park, PA.
He was armed with an AR-15 5.56x45mm
NATO weapon that belonged to his father.
While he was a registered Republican, he did
donate to a progressive organization on the
day that President Joseph R. Biden was inau-
gurated as the 46th President of the United
States.

Upon getting to the roof, a local cop con-
fronted Crooks, who then fled after Crooks
pointed the aforementioned rifle at him. Af-
ter he was downed by the Secret Service
sniper, authorities found his van, which was
full of explosives. The investigation into
Crooks, including his possible motive, is still
under investigation.

Next: the victims other than the surviving
Trump. The western Pennsylvania town of
Sarver - including the Lernerville Speedway
and the Buffalo Township Volunteer Fire
Department - are in mourning for Corey

Comperatore, 50, who died while shielding
his wife and daughter from the bullets of the
lone gunman.

Lernerville officials said that Compera-
tore was on the .4-mile clay oval's property
the night before being a member of its safety
crew. The 20-year member was also known
to hold 50/50 fundraisers for the Buffalo fire
department.

BTVFD firefighters meanwhile draped
mourning bunting and displayed Compera-
tore's uniform at their Company 27 head-
quarters Sunday. He was a lifelong volunteer
firefighter and a former fire chief.

Colleagues and neighbors told reporters
that Comperatore was a family and commu-
nity-oriented man who would help neighbors
at an instant. One said that Corey would have
shielded a perfect stranger had he or she hap-
pened to sit next to him that Saturday night.

A GoFundMe.com page has been estab-
lished to help with Comperatore's funeral
and for the other two injured men's expenses.
The Pennsylvania State Police said, on July
14, that David Dutch, 57, of New Kensing-
ton and James Copenhaver, 74, of Moon
Twp., were admitted to a local Butler hospi-
tal in stable condition.

Comperatore's  funeral arrangements,
which may include a July 20 tribute at Ler-
nerville, were not finalized as of press time.

Then, the security - or concerning lack
thereof. First, why was the roof that Crooks
perched on not secured, especially at a dis-
tance slightly larger than a standard 120-yard
football field (100 yards plus the two 10-yard
end zones)? Second, where were the drones?
The government, specifically the Secret Ser-
vice, has access to drones that can canvass an
area to ensure that shooters or bad actors can
be spotted quickly.

Also, why was there no Secret Service
protection for candidate Robert F. Kennedy,
Jr.? He knows all about presidential assassi-
nations, as his father Robert Sr. was assassi-
nated in 1968, while his uncle, President
John F. Kennedy, was assassinated in 1963.
In the wake of the Trump shooting, he has
now been granted that protection.

Last but not least, can President Biden
and other Democrats act without bias in
these matters concerning Trump? Rep. Ben-
nie Thompson (D-Miss.) spoke out against
the shooting, but was one of the main Demo-
cratic leaders calling for Trump to lose Se-
cret Service protection in the wake of being
convicted in the NY Hush Money trial. The
very same representative had to let go of a
staffer who went on social media and la-
mented that he shooter “missed.” As for the
aforementioned trial, its sentencing phase
was paused due to an issue with admitted
evidence that could have violated the July 1
Supreme Court ruling on Presidential Im-
munity.

In addition, several figures in the Demo-
cratic Party have used rhetoric comparing
Trump to Hitler and even called for violence
against him, with Maxine Waters once say-
ing at an event, “I will go and take Trump
out tonight,” and Biden once famously say-
ing at another event, “if we were in high
school, I’d take him behind the gym and beat
the hell out of him.”

Many conspiracy theorists claimed that
the whole thing was staged. However, it is
not fake. A firefighter is dead, along with a
disturbed 20-year-old, a presidential candi-
date and two other men were injured in the
338th of 345 mass shootings in 2024 as of
press time.

Walter Elliott contributed to this report.

REACTION TO THE TRUMP ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION

Former First Lady Melania Trump in a
statement

“I am grateful to the brave secret service
agents and law enforcement officials who
risked their own lives to protect my hus-
band...

“I am thinking of you, now, my fellow
Americans. We have always been a unique
union. America, the fabric of our gentle na-
tion is tattered, but our courage and common
sense must ascend and bring us back together
as one.

“A monster who recognized my husband
as an inhuman political machine attempted to
ring out Donald’s passion - his laughter, in-
genuity, love of music, and inspiration,” she
continued.

“The core facets of my husband’s life -
his human side - were buried below the polit-
ical machine...

“To the families of the innocent victims
who are now suffering from this heinous act,
I humbly offer my sincerest sympathy...

“For those of you who cry in support, I

thank you. I commend those of you who
have reached out beyond the political divide
- thank you for remembering that every sin-
gle politician is a man or a woman with a
loving family.”

President Biden in the Roosevelt Room the
Day After

“Good afternoon. Last night, I spoke
with Donald Trump. I’m sincerely grateful
that he’s doing well and recovering. And we
had a short but good conversation.

“Jill and I are keeping him and his family
in our prayers.

“We also extend our deepest condolences
to the family of the victim who was killed.
He was a father. He was protecting his fami-
ly from the bullets that were being fired, and
he lost his life. God love him.

“We’re also praying for the full recovery
of those who were injured. And we’re grate-
ful to the Secret Service agents and other law
enforcement agencies who - and individuals
who risked their lives, literally, for our na-

tion.

“As I said last night, there is no place in
America for this kind of violence or for any
violence for that matter.

“An assassination attempt is contrary to
everything we stand for as nation. Every-
thing. It’s not who we are as a nation. It’s
not America, and we cannot allow this to
happen.

“Unity is the most elusive goal of all, but
nothing is important than that right now -
unity.

“We’ll debate, and we’ll disagree. That’s
not - that’s not going to change. But it’s go-
ing to - we’re going to not lose sight of the
fact of who we are as Americans.

“Look, Vice President Harris and I were
just briefed in the Situation Room by my
homeland security team, including the direc-
tor of the FBI, the secretary of Homeland
Security, the attorney general, the director of
the Secret Service, my homeland security
advisor, the national security advisor. And

(Continued on page 13)
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MENENDEZ (Continued from page 1)

Their work brought this egregious corruption
to light. They are the best of the best, and I
am enormously proud to serve with them.”

After the trial, a defiant Menendez said,
“I have never violated my public oath. I have
never been anything but a patriot of my
country - and for my country. I have never
been a foreign agent.”

Upon the stunning conviction, prominent
leaders asked him to step down as Senator.

“In light of this guilty verdict, Senator
Menendez must now do what is right for his
constituents, the Senate, and our country,
and resign,” Senator Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer posted on X.

“Today's (July 16) verdict finding Sena-

tor Bob Menendez guilty on 16 counts
demonstrates that the Senator broke the law,
violated the trust of his constituents, and be-
trayed his oath of office. It also shows that in
America, everyone - no matter how powerful
- 1S accountable to our laws,” said NJ Gover-
nor Phil Murphy in a statement.

“Senator Menendez received a fair trial
and due process of law as he was entitled to
under our Constitution. I want to thank all
the public servants who play crucial roles in
our criminal justice system, including our
law enforcement officials, prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, jurors, and judges. Their
hard work ensured that these brazen crimes
were proven beyond a reasonable doubt, and
our nation is grateful for their service.

“I reiterate my call for Senator Menendez

to resign immediately after being found
guilty of endangering national security and
the integrity of our criminal justice system. If
he refuses to vacate his office, I call on the
U.S. Senate to vote to expel him. In the event
of a vacancy, I will exercise my duty to
make a temporary appointment to ensure the
people of New Jersey have the representation
they deserve.”

Menendez, 70, will face sentencing in
October. Though unlikely to serve the max,
U.S. District Judge Sidney Stein could hit
him with up to 200 years in prison.

Meanwhile, Menendez’s wife Nadine
will be tried separately for her alleged role in
the crimes. That trial is in a holding pattern,
as she is recovering from cancer treatment.

MUSEUM
(Cont. from page 4)

cerned, it appears that construction will
begin by fall 2024. According to nj.com, the
"NMOA Transformative Campus Master
Plan - Museum Parc" consists of five stages.

Phase 1 is Ballantine House restoration.
Phase 2 is Learning and Engagement Arts
Center Renovation. Phase 3 is Residential
Units + Contemporary Gallery & Pavilion.
Phase 4 is Sculpture Gardens throughout

Campus. Future Phase 5 is Museum Parc Ex-
pansion.

Unanswered Questions

Despite L+M claiming that Georgia King
Village tenants' needs were addressed, the
issues of rat infestation, water damage, and
so forth have not gone away. Because the
building is almost 50 years old, it is obvious
that only a top to bottom overhaul will make
things better. Will L+M address these issues
even as they proceed with construction? Or

will they, as Gee Cureton said at a City
Council meeting earlier this year, simply put
a Band-Aid on the situation?

As was said earlier in this article, L+M is
in talks to sell Georgia King Village. Plausi-
bly, this is because Georgia King Village has
become more trouble than it is worth. Will
the new owner be able to fix the problems at
Georgia King Village? Doing so will require
the investment of time, resources, and mil-
lions of dollars.

Only time will tell what the next chapter
in this saga will be.

REACTION
(Continued from page 12)

we’re going to continue to be briefed.

“The FBI is leading this investigation,
which is still in its early stages. We don’t yet
have any information about the motive of the
shooter. We know who he is. I urge everyone
- everyone, please, don’t make assumptions
about his motives or his affiliations.

“Let the FBI do their job, and their part-
ner agencies do their job. I’ve instructed that
this investigation be thorough and swift. And
the investigators will have every resource
they need to get this done.

“Look, as this investigation continues,
here’s what we’re going to do.

“First, Mr. Trump, as a former president
and nominee of the Republican Party already
receives a heightened level of security, and I
have been consistent in my direction to the
Secret Service to provide him with every re-
source, capability, and protective measure
necessary to ensure his continued safety.

“Second, I’ve directed the head of the
Secret Service to review all security
measures for the Republican National Con-
vention, which is scheduled to start tomor-
TOW.
“And third, I’ve directed an independent
review of the national security at yesterday’s
rally to assess exactly what happened. And
we’ll share the results of that independent
review with the American people as well.

“And, finally, I’'ll be speaking more
about this tonight at greater length from the

Oval Office: We must unite as one nation.
We must unite as one nation to demonstrate
who we are.

“And so, may God bless you all. And
may God protect our troops. Thank you very
much.”

Former President Barack Obama on X (fka
Twitter)

“There is absolutely no place for po-
litical violence in our democracy. Although
we don’t yet know exactly what happened,
we should all be relieved that former Presi-
dent Trump wasn’t seriously hurt, and use
this moment to recommit ourselves to civili-
ty and respect in our politics. Michelle and I
are wishing him a quick recovery.”

Cory Booker on X

“Political violence is never accepta-
ble. My prayers are with former President
Trump as he recovers from any injuries.

“I am grateful for the news that former
President Trump was not seriously hurt. My
heart goes out to the family and loved ones
of the innocent person whose life was report-
edly taken by the shooter.

“I want to express my gratitude to the
incredible secret service and other law en-
forcement agents for their bravery, courage,
and professionalism.”

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La)

“Kelly and I are praying for President
Trump and all the attendees of the campaign
rally today in Pennsylvania, and we send our
gratitude to the law enforcement who re-
sponded at the scene.

“I have been briefed by law enforcement
and am continuing to monitor the develop-
ments. This horrific act of political violence
at a peaceful campaign rally has no place in
this country and should be unanimously and
forcefully condemned.”

House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-
La.)

“I am praying for President Trump and
all of those hurt at today’s rally. We owe our
gratitude to the swift action of brave law en-
forcement heroes and first responders who
acted quickly.

“For weeks Democrat leaders have been
fueling ludicrous hysteria that Donald Trump
winning re-election would be the end of de-
mocracy in America.

“Clearly we’ve seen far left lunatics act
on violent rhetoric in the past. This incendi-
ary rhetoric must stop.”

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer

“I am appalled by the shocking scenes at
President Trump’s rally and we send him
and his family our best wishes.

“Political violence in any form has no
place in our societies and my thoughts are
with all the victims of this attack.”
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The: Observation Boottv

OP-ED By Andrea Dialect
TIMESTAMP

Today's subject is one that is
quite dear to my heart, as is the
woman who has lent herself as
the subject matter. Today, I ask
that we all, be it parents, rela-
tives, or friends, look between
the flames into the eyes of chil-
dren or even those inner children
know as adults. As they bend to
blow out those birthday candles,
bend to meet their eyes and peer
into their souls. Look deeply -
hopefully not - but you might
just catch sight of those hidden
wishes from a heart laden with
pain.

BIRTHDAY CANDLES
FEATURE: Latronia Green

When I look into the flames

of my birthday candles of the
past, it’s a mixed bag. I ask that
you go into yourself and you as
your younger self come with me
and peer into the flames of my
past. At ...

Age one... 1 can’t see. I
don’t remember.

Age two... I’'m in the crib,
and I see me and my Auntie in
the crib. We were the same age
and were in the crib together.

Age three... | hear music, it
just came to my mind when go-
ing back into the house. I hear
Al Green’s "Love and Happi-
ness" - now ain’t that ironic!

Age four... Something has
happened, but I won’t say, for
now.

Age five... I'm living on
Grove Street in Irvington, and
I’'m going to Grove Street
School. I live with my mom, my
three siblings, and my stepfather.

Age six... We still live on
Grove, and I still go to Grove

Age 4

Street School, and I look happy.
My cousin Channon just flick-
ered in, and me and my Aunt
Latisha is sprinkling the flowers
throughout the church at his and
Cousin Juliet’s (who became
Aunt Juliet’s) wedding.

Age seven... Things are
vague, and I can’t see much. |
see us at Mama Jones' house,
and we are all standing around
eating crab and shrimp. I'm
playing with two of the girls
who are my age. We are having
fun running around that mon-
strous house. It’s a beautiful
house, one of those huge coloni-
al-style houses with a big yard
front and back.

Age eight... I see myself
once again at Mama Jones' house
and it is Thanksgiving. She
seems a little mean, but she took
care of us. During this time, we
lived there in the attic, and no
one was allowed in this particu-
lar room downstairs, a dining
room. It’s a gigantic room with a
huge table, I see the lights are
out, they are always out. It
stayed dark, and we were not
allowed in there except on this
Thanksgiving Day. Now I see
myself lying in bed, and I am
sick, and Mama Jones and eve-
rybody came up to check on me,
they are looking after me. Mama
Jones is working her magic with
those old remedies, and I'm
much better now.

Age nine... Things aren’t
good, and we’re moving out. It’s
just me, my mother, and my
three siblings - Man, Earnest,
and Brian - and we are now liv-

Age 7

ing at my mother’s grand-
mother’s house, who is also Lat-
isha’s grandmother and my great
-grandmother. My family is now
back and forth between living at
Nanny’s and my mother’s new
boyfriend’s house on 5th Street
in Newark. ...

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com and type
The Observation Booth, Andrea Dia-
lect and/or Entertainment Section in
the search bar. If you are interested
in participating in a challenge, pro-
ject sharing a topic, news or if you
have any questions, comments or
concerns, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 10)

place the utility's bid up to a
Nov. 6 General Election public
referendum question.

NJAW - who had been sup-
plying the village's water since
2018 - is offering $19.7 million
to buy the village's water infra-
structure. The utility is offering
an additional $50 million to-
wards replacing any lead service
lines they may find. It is not
clear whether NJAW would ab-
sorb any debt South Orange Wa-
ter had accrued.

The utility, who was the sole
responding bidder, said it would
freeze the current rates for the
first two years. There would be
annual 3.5-percent increases on
water customers on years three

through five.

Sam Di Falco of the Food &
Water advocacy group said dur-
ing that Tuesday night's council
meeting that NJAF charges $8
per Centum (or hundred) Cubis
Feet with neighboring towns be-
ing charged an annual average of
$720 CCF. The proposed rate
increases, said Di Falco, would
bring SOW water customers be-
ing charged up to $1,000 annual-
ly.

Several public speakers at
the council meeting that Tuesday
night asked if SOW is participat-
ing in the state and federal lead
line replacement programs. The
advocate urged village elders to
seek out federal and state grants
for infrastructure improvements
instead of having NJAW
"privatizing" SOW.

The village has to file the

public question proposal to Es-
sex County Clerk Chris Durkin's
Election Division no later than
81 days before the Nov. 6 Gen-
eral Election.

MAPLEWOOD - The
Township Committee may be
posting a final draft of Mayor
Nancy Adams' letter on the state
of NJTransit commuter rail ser-
vice on one of their August
meeting agendas. The resolution,
supporting Adams' July 2 intro-
duction urging improved rail ser-
vice, did not make July 16's
meeting agenda.

Adams and her four Town-
ship Committee colleagues may
have listed to public comments
about the state of rail service and
the resolution letter July 16. One
member of the public, on July 2,
asked that the letter have Amtrak

and NJTransit's improvements
include ADA handicap access
compliance.

Adams' initial July 2 resolu-
tion letter calls on state and fed-
eral representatives to urge
Amtrak and NJTransit to make
"immediate" corrective measures
and improvements particularly
on the Northeast Corridor Line.
The Amtrak-owned infrastruc-
ture used by NJTransit had 10
major problems since mid-May,
causing widespread traveling
disruptions for hours at a time.

The letter may call upon
Amtrak, through Capitol Hill
and the Trenton State House, to
improve the NEC beyond the
much needed $15 billion Gate-
way Tunnels under the Hudson
and the new Portal Bridge over
the Hackensack River. Gate-

(Continued on page 15)
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 14)

way's groundbreaking finally happened
last week; the Portal Bridge has been un-
der construction since 2023.

It has been learned that the overhead
power wires, signals, switches and related
equipment were last overhauled in the
1960s or 1930s - or have not been
touched since its 1910 construction by the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Automatic over-
head wire tensioners, which keep the
power lines stable despite the weather,
have only been installed between Trenton
and New Brunswick and between New
Haven and Boston.

The recent NEC rail woes affect
NJTransit's Morris & Essex Line here and
the Montclair-Boonton Line. M&E and M
-BL Midtown Direct service to New York
Penn Station are rerouted to Hoboken
whenever failures happen in New York or
in the 114-year-old tunnels or on the sev-
en miles towards Newark.

BLOOMFIELD - Riders here and in
Montclair may well be making the late
comedian Rodney Dangerfield's "I Get
No Respect" refrain in the wake of
CoachUSA's July 10 intention of ending
two of its local bus routes here as soon as
Aug. 16.

CoachUSA, which is in the midst of
dismantling the largest bus company in
North America through Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy liquidation, has told NJTransit that
Wednesday that it will terminate 20 Com-
munity Transport, Inc. bus route opera-
tion contracts with NJTransit Aug. 16. It
has posted a state labor department
WARN layoff notice for its Paramus-
based 123 employees to take effect Sept.
8 - unless a buyer appears.

Those 20 routes, as described in
CoachUSA's notices, operate in Bergen,
Passaic and Hudson counties. Two of
those routes, however, start, end or stop in
Bloomfield and Montclair. That they run
in Essex County were not mentioned by
Community Transport or its parent.

The 709 Route runs between Bloom-
field Town Centre and Paramus' Garden
State Plaza via Broad Street, Broughton
Avenue and W. Passaic Avenue since
when it was Trackless Transit. The 705
serves the Montclair State University
main campus on its way between Passaic
and Wayne's Willowbrook Mall.

The same WARN notices also list
CoachUSA's ONE division losing 131
employees and Megabus Northeast LLC,
both out of Elizabeth, losing 108 employ-
ees Sept. 8. Orange-Newark-Elizabeth's
24, 31 and 44 operations were picked up
by NJTransit. Renco Group, of New York
City, has expressed interest in acquiring
part or all of Megabus Northeast.

Community Coach 77, another
CoachUSA division from Paramus, is also
being shopped around. Its riders in West
Orange, Orange and East Orange have not
heard of CC77's fate and are watching
over Community Transport's shoulder.

MONTCLAIR - The Montclair Pub-
lic Schools Board of Education, as of 11
am. July 16, have not announced an
emergency meeting to at least appoint an
interim or acting superintendent of
schools in the wake of Dr. Jonathan
Ponds' July 13 death. The board's next
scheduled meeting is for a retreat on Aug.
26.

The MPS and greater Montclair com-
munity were shocked to learn after 11:30
a.m. that Friday that Ponds, who had just
returned from his vacation, had died. BOE
President Melanie Deysher and board
member Brian Fleischer made brief state-
ments to the press when approached that
afternoon.

"It's a terrible loss," said Fleisher. who
said he was told Ponds had been admitted
to a local hospital July 11. "I viewed him
as a friend and a colleague."

"Dr. Ponds always said, 'Keep the
main thing,' " said Deysher. "He lived
every minute here in Montclair, personi-
fying that ideal. It was always about
what's doing the best for the students of
Montclair."

Jonathan Ponds was first hired by the
BOE in June 2020 to be a stabilizing in-
fluence for the public district. MPS had
gone through five superintendents and
interim or acting supers in as many years.

Ponds was into his first month of his
extended five year contract, which was to
expire June 30, 2029. The school board
made that extension last month while he
still had a year left on his then- current
contract.

There have been no obituary or funer-
al arrangements made public as of Noon
July 16.

BELLEVILLE - The outgoing
Township Council, at its last meeting
June 25, approved a redevelopment plan
that would replace the Irvine-Cozzarelli /
"The Sopranos" Funeral Home here at
274-78 Washington Ave with a five-story,
74-unit apartment house.

Premier Development, of Englewood
Cliffs, has also proposed the demolition
of a private house on 163 Valley St. and
the former Elks Lodge at 254 Washington
adjacent to the funeral parlor that was the
scene of several HBO "Sopranos" epi-
sodes.

(Belleville members have recently
moved across the Passaic River to join the
Kearny Elks Lodge No. 1050 at 160 Elm
St. Lodge 1050 is now the Kearny-
Belleville Elks Lodge.)

Premier has also had "The Essex"

BANKRUPTCY
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apartment building at 78-100 Washington and the
new QuickChek at 190 Cortlandt St. approved.
The QuickChek has recently opened on the School
One site and Essex is having finishing touches
done as of press time.

Premier was also the Feb. 18, 2022 host and
sponsor of "A Better Belleville" cocktail party
fundraiser for Mayor Michael Melham and his
ticket's at-large council slate. Melham, who voted
for the redevelopment June 25, is also an ex-
officio Belleville Planning Board member.

The developer’s proposal now needs a BPB
site plan approval to schedule the funeral home's
"last rites." Their presentation may be placed on
the panel's agenda as soon as their Aug. 5 meeting.
That agenda, however, has not been posted as of
presstime.
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