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AN UPDATE FROM ORANGE MAYORAL

CANDIDATE QUANTAVIA HILBERT

We are near the finish
line for our May municipal
election, and I cannot ex-
press how relieved I will be
once the voters have made
their decisions. The unsa-
vory tactics and dishonest
attacks on my campaign
have only left a scratch on
this armor. The voice of
change will be heard
throughout the city, regard-
less of what the naysayers
do to hold the line. Orange
residents deserve better rep-
resentation that will not
wage racial wars or econom-
ical differences amongst our
people.

Orange is a melting pot
like any other urban com-
munity. Together, we live,
work and experience life af-
ter the pandemic. This is a
time for us to reflect on the
values we want as a commu-
nity, and the leadership who
will model these values con-
sistently.

Raising a flag is not
enough to represent diversi-
ty. As a leader, I look to the
issues with housing, employ-
ment, and health disparities
that affect us all. This is why
I will continue to stand with
DEI initiatives and the right
to equity and inclusiveness.
That is the Democratic way.

What we witnessed at
the recent debate was a tired
performance that lacked a

plan for s%udents,for sen-
iors, and for the working
people. On the contrary, it
was filled with insults and
pandering for votes. The
Orange Mayor was comfort-
able enough to shout keep
Orange Black. What Mayor
Warren meant by this, we
can all speculate. But the
real question is what was his
plan for the next four years?
Based on my experience

in my public policy and ad-
vocacy, I have written legis-
lation to introduce an Office
of Homelessness Prevention
and Social Services and an
ordinance for Nepotism. I
have successfully voted to
create a Parking Authority.
In the 2023 budget, I
worked with the former li-
brary director to appropri-
ate additional funds to clear
audits, so the library may be
eligible for grants. 1 have
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka
wants to run for governor. When
he ran for mayor, his biggest
campaign slogan was, “When I
Became Mayor, We Became
Mayor.” Up to today, I do not
understand who Mayor Baraka
was referring to? I would like
clarification from him.

On April 22, the first crimi-
nal case against Trump was
called off due to a dentist ap-
pointment of a jury member and
a Passover holiday. I am sur-
prised that dentist appointments
cannot be changed to the even-
ing hours or weekend hours, and
it was a known holiday. The trial
schedule is peculiar, as it could
last until June. As usual, Donald
Trump’s bad habit of tweeting,

only not on Twitter / X but on his
Truth Social, surfaced. Now, he
is facing charges that he violated
the gag order, and the prosecutor
has asked the judge to fine him
$10,000.

According to Hill: “Timothy
Parlatore, an ex-attorney for for-
mer President Trump. said in an
interview Monday that he thinks
Trump’s chances at conviction
‘significantly increase’ if he de-
cides to testify in the hush money
criminal trial. In an interview on
CNN’s ‘The Source,” Parlatore
said he would advise the former
president against testifying in the
trial, which began in earnest
Monday after jury selection last
week, but he said that decision
should be made as the trial pro-
gresses.”

Many people have ques-
tioned if Trump could he run for
president if he is convicted. The
law states; “Be a natural-born
citizen of the United States. Be at
least 35 years old. Have been a
resident of the United States for

14 years.” So legally, he can run
for the president even though he
is convicted. However, he cannot
vote himself, being a convicted
felon. Biden’s only chance to
win is Trump gets convicted and
Biden and his obedient Demo-
crats can convince people not to
vote for Trump.

Right now, Trump is leading
big time in the opinion polls.
Even more African Americans
are going for Trump due to a bad
economy and border control
problem. New York City is esti-
mating to spend $2 billion on
illegal immigrants. Nonimmi-
grants are the ones who enter the
US with to visit, or on business,
study and temporary work. After
the expiration of their visa, if
they stay in the US without per-
mit, they will be nonimmigrants.
Illegal immigrants enter in US
without any permit. Why are we
spending billions of dollars for
illegal immigrants?

If someone wants to come
legally, they have to wait 10 to

15 years, and if they are ap-
proved, they have to struggle
hard before they can settle. But
now we are inviting the rest of
the world that we have money
for them to come on in illegally
and get support by hardworking
Americans tax dollars - specifi-
cally legal immigrants who did
everything right. We the taxpay-
ers pay enough for giving power
to our president, congress and the
senate.

Recently, $95 billion passed
through the Senate and Congress
for the support of Israel, Ukraine
and Taiwan. However, Israel do
not listen to us for a cease fire or
truce. However, they support the
majority of the politicians and
control the media.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next week.
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NEWARK MAYOR & 8 COUNCIL MEMBERS ALLEGEDLY VIOLATE CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS

By Lev D. Zilbermints

NEWARK / TRENTON - Ras
Baraka, the Mayor of Newark,
and a candidate for New Jersey
Governor in 2025, is allegedly in
violation of New Jersey Election
Law Enforcement (ELEC) laws
regarding campaign finance re-
ports. Reportedly, so are eight
members of the Municipal Coun-
cil that ran on Baraka's slate in
the 2022 election.

According to newjersey-
globe.com, "The Team Baraka
joint campaign did not file 29 -
day pre-election, 11-day pre-
election, or 20-day pre-election
reports despite collecting
$713,375 from 590 contributions
and spending $731,728. They al-
so failed to report 48-hour reports
in advance of Election Day. They
potentially face over $150,000 in
fines.

Baraka is no stranger to cam-
paign finance violations. His
campaign paid a $37,993 fine for
late filings in his 2014 mayoral
campaign. He filed reports more
than late in 2022.

Baraka is expected to seek
public financing for his gover-

nor's race, but he'll face a series
of audits before ELEC approves
any matching funds," newjersey-
globe.com wrote in its March 27,
2024 online edition.

According to elec.nj.gov, the
current Acting Executive Director
is Joseph W. Donohue. A public
meeting was held on April 16, at
25 South Stockton Street, 5th
floor, Trenton, New Jersey.

According to the agenda, the
Acting Executive Director dis-
cussed staff activities, campaign
financing, and other matters of
concern and interest to the Com-
mission.

Also, according to the agenda,
there was a public hearing con-
cerning the readoption of Com-
mission Regulations with amend-
ments.

According to the April 19,
2023 online issue of newjersey-
globe.com, Ras "Baraka did not
file any campaign finance reports
for all of 2022. Neither has his
affiliated joint candidate commit-
tee, which includes himself and
the nine city council candidates
he initially backed in last year's
election."”

It must be noted that newjer-
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seyglobe.com received its for-
mation directly from the ELEC
website, elec.nj.gov. For this rea-
son, the numbers newjersey-
globe.com cites can be consid-
ered credible and trustworthy.

The 2023 newjersey-
globe.com  story  continues,
"Baraka’s most recent available
report is from the fourth quarter
of 2021, and even that was quite
a bit late; he filed it this Febru-
ary, more than a year after he
was required to do so.

In his 2021 report, Baraka
reported $487,033 cash-on-hand,
while his joint candidate com-
mittee had another $21,070. But
since those are from before
Baraka’s campaign really kicked
into gear, there could be hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars’
worth of expenditures and contri-
butions that the voting public is
unable to see.

Baraka’s campaign is clearly
still active, given that earlier this
month, he filed paperwork with
ELEC for a 2026 re-election

campaign.
Reached by phone, Baraka’s
campaign  treasurer, David

McKnight, had no comment on
the missing forms and directed
the New Jersey Globe to contact
PKF O’Connor Davies, an ac-
counting firm which he said han-
dles compliance for the cam-
paign. A representative at PKF
O’Connor Davies did not imme-
diately respond.

Baraka himself also did not
respond to a Tuesday afternoon
call to his cell phone.

Given that Baraka won the
2022 race with more than 80 per-
cent of the vote, it’s understanda-
ble that there has been little at-
tention given to the state of his
finances. That won’t be true,
though, if Baraka chooses to run
for governor in 2025, which he is
widely expected to consider do-
ing.

This isn’t the first time
Baraka has run afoul of ELEC
rules. In 2021, ELEC fined
Baraka more than $30,000 for a
huge assortment of campaign
finance violations his 2014 cam-
paign committed - 264 of them
in total.

Most of those violations were
for late or incomplete filings, but
six were for the more substantial
problem of accepting donations
over the contribution limit.
Baraka’s campaign blamed the
issues on his ex-campaign treas-

urer, Frederick Murphy, who
ended up serving jail time for
embezzling campaign funds.

“This settlement, and the
court’s earlier order, affirmative-
ly eliminates any suggestion that
the Mayor or his campaign was
in any way complicit or did any-
thing wrong,” said Angelo Geno-
va, an attorney representing the
Baraka campaign, after ELEC
issued its fines in 2021.

“Thanks to new limits that
the state legislature and Gov.
Phil Murphy recently put on
ELEC, Baraka may not be sub-
ject to similar punishment this
time. The Elections Transparen-
cy Act, which Murphy signed on
April 3, puts a two-year statute
of limitations on ELEC com-
plaints, down from the current
limit of ten years, meaning that
ELEC will have to work fast if it
intends to take action on
Baraka’s late reports.”

The members of the NI
ELEC are Thomas H. Prol,
Chairman; Ryan Peters, Com-
missioner; Norma R. Evans,
Commissioner; Jon-Henry Barr,
Commissioner.

It should be noted that ELEC
has an Acting Executive Direc-
tor, Joseph W. Donohue.

According to elec.nj.gov,
ELEC has training webinars and
seminars for campaign compli-
ance and eFile Training. These
are held April 2, May 1, May 2,
June 12, July 9, August 6, Sep-
tember 12, October 3 and Octo-
ber 8, 2024 online. They start at
10:00 a.m. and run for approxi-
mately 2 hours, states the ELEC
website.

CPC/PPC Compliance Semi-
nars and eFile Training are held
April 3, May 15, June 13, July
11, August 8, September 10, and
October 10, 2024 online.

In-Person Seminars alternate
between CPC and Campaign.
The dates are March 27 - CPC;
April 24 and June 19 - Cam-
paign; June 26 - CPC; September
25 - Campaign; and October 2 -
CPC.

Given the enormous amount
of online resources, it is unclear
why the joint campaign of New-
ark Mayor Ras Baraka and his
allies failed to submit accurate
information to ELEC on time.
With the race for New Jersey
Governor heating up, the rivals
of Ras Baraka might well focus
on anything that might give them
an advantage.
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SPORTS WRAP i1

By William Hathaway, Jr.

This past weekend in New-
ark, hockey fans were treated to
a game in the Professional
Women’s  Hockey  League

(PWHL). Around 3,000 tri-state
area fans from New York to
Boston attended the game at the
Prudential Center.

gl —

Both teams were scoreless at
the end of the 1st period, but
Nicole Kosta scored the first
goal of the game for Boston,
which was matched by New
York’s Jessie Eldridge to leave
the contest tied right before the
end of the 2nd period at 1-1.

In the 3rd period, Kosta
scored her 2nd goal of the game,
which proved to be the game
winner in a 2-1 Boston win.
New York is currently in last
place with a 3-10 record on the
season, while Boston is in 5th
place in the six team league.

NY head coach Howie
Draper said after the game, “We
can play better than we did to-
day, but we had a lot of fan sup-
port. We feel good and wom-

Before the game, Gotham
FC Player and All American
player Ali Krieger did the hon-
orary puck drop, and the Nation-
al Anthem was performed by
Arlette, who sings at New Jer-
sey Devils games and other ma-
jor sporting events. Also attend-
ing the game was the Devils’
youth hockey program.

en’s hockey is moving in the
right direction.”

Another local event from
this weekend was the 23rd Jor-
dan Brand Basketball Classic at
the Barclays Center. For the
women’s high school players,
Team Flight defeated Team Air
110-101. Leading Team Flight
was South Carolina recruit
Joyce Edwards with 25 points
and Zamareya Jones with 15
points Team Air was led by
UConn bound Morgan Cheli
with 13 points.

In the men’s national game,
Team Flight went over Team
Air 119-113. Don Bosco Prep
and all state player Dylan Har-
per put in 30 points and 8 re-
bounds along with MVP honors
for the winning team.

S ——— |
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UNITED STATES

SETTLEMENT REACHED
IN NASSAR CASE

The Justice Department an-
nounced April 23 that it has set-
tled 139 administrative claims
arising from allegations of sexu-
al abuse committed by former
physician and USA Gymnastics
official Lawrence Gerard Nas-
sar.

Over the course of nearly
two decades and ending in 2016
when he was arrested by the
State of Michigan, Nassar sex-
ually abused hundreds of victims
under the guise of performing
medical treatments. These settle-
ments will resolve administrative
claims against the United States
alleging that the FBI failed to
conduct an adequate investiga-
tion of Nassar’s conduct. In July
2021, the Department’s Office of
the Inspector General issued a
report critical of certain aspects
of the FBI’s response to, and in-
vestigation ~ of,  allegations
against Nassar.

“For decades, Lawrence
Nassar abused his position, be-
traying the trust of those under
his care and medical supervision
while skirting accountability,”
said Acting Associate Attorney
General Benjamin C. Mizer.
“These allegations should have
been taken seriously from the
outset. While these settlements
won’t undo the harm Nassar in-
flicted, our hope is that they will
help give the victims of his
crimes some of the critical sup-
port they need to continue heal-

ing.”

The settlement agreements,
which have been approved by
the Department, resolve 139
claims for a total of $138.7 mil-
lion to be distributed to claim-

ants.

REMEMBERING THE
OKC BOMBING

The Justice Department is-
sued the following statement
from Attorney General Merrick
B. Garland in recognition of the
29th anniversary of the Oklaho-
ma City Bombing, which took
place on April 19, 1995, in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma:

“Twenty-nine years after the
bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building, we continue to
remember the 168 people, in-
cluding 19 children, who were
stolen from their loved ones, as
well as the hundreds who were
injured and forever changed. We
continue to mourn alongside the
families and the entire Oklaho-
ma City community devastated
by the attack.

“On this day, twenty-nine
years ago, I watched in horror
from my desk at the Justice De-
partment as reports came in that
there had been an explosion at
the Murrah building in Oklaho-
ma City. My colleagues and |
gathered in front of a TV in my
office and saw our first glimpse
of the aftermath of the horrific
attack. Forty-eight hours later, I
traveled to Oklahoma to repre-
sent the United States in the first
court hearing of the perpetrator,
Timothy McVeigh.

“I will never forget the dev-
astation that was inflicted on the
entire Oklahoma City communi-
ty. I will also never forget the
extraordinary grace and love the
community demonstrated in the
face of that horrific tragedy. The
Justice Department will never
forget those who were lost, and
we remained committed to
working to prevent and disrupt
such horrific attacks before they
can occur.

“That means continuing to
counter the threat that both for-
eign and domestic terrorism pose
to our country as we grapple
with a heightened global threat
environment.

“It means continuing to hold
accountable those who target
Americans who serve the public
with threats and acts of violence.

“And it means doing this
work without ever losing sight of
our responsibility to protect the
civil rights of everyone in our
country.

“As we mark 29 years since
April 19, 1995, we renew our
commitment to remembering
what happened, to honoring
those we lost, and to doing eve-
rything in our power to prevent
future tragedies.”

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information recent as of 4-23-
2024 at 12 p.m.

2024 Mass Shooting Stats:
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,
https://www.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2024)

Total Mass Shootings: 154
Total Dead: 227

Total Wounded: 563
Shootings Per Day: 1.35
Days Reached in Year 2024
as of April 23: 114

WORLD
CLIMATE CHANGE
CONCERNS

Climate  change  shocks
caused record levels of disrup-
tion and misery for millions in
Europe in 2023 with widespread
flooding and severe heatwaves -
a new normal which countries
must adapt to as a priority, the
UN weather agency said on
April 22.

New data published by the
World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO) and the Copernicus
Climate Change Service con-
firmed fears that 2023 was "the
joint warmest or second warmest
year on record" in Europe.

In practical terms, this led to
a record number of days with
“extreme heat stress” across Eu-
rope, “an increasing trend” in the
number of “strong heat stress”
days on the continent and an
“extended summer” from June to
September, marked by heat-
waves, wildfires, droughts and
flooding.

“2023 was the joint warmest

or second warmest year on rec-
ord depending on the dataset,”
WMO said. “Heat-related mor-
tality has increased by around 30
per cent in the past 20 years, and
heat-related deaths are estimated
to have increased in 94 per cent
of the European regions moni-
tored.”

A precise estimate of heat-
related deaths is not yet available
for 2023, but WMO noted that
between 55,000 and 72,000 peo-
ple died in heatwaves in 2003,
2010 and 2022.

The findings in the WMO's
2023 European State of the Cli-
mate report reflect increasing
wider climate change shocks
globally, but they are particular-
ly significant because the conti-
nent is the fastest warming,
WMO said.

“The climate crisis is the big-
gest challenge of our genera-
tion,” said Celeste Saulo, WMO
Secretary-General. “The cost of
climate action may seem high,
but the cost of inaction is much
higher. As this report shows, we
need to leverage science to pro-
vide solutions for the good of
society.”

Researchers who tracked
back a decade found that mem-
bers of the public and some
health providers also had “a low-
risk perception” of the dangers
of heat exhaustion. To counter
this, early warning systems in-
cluding the WMO’s Regional
Climate Centre’s Climate Watch
are designed to raise awareness
of impending extreme weather
events and encourage prepared-
ness.

According to the UN agency,
land temperatures in Europe
were above average for 11
months of the year in 2023, in-
cluding the warmest September
on record.

Rainfall was also seven per
cent higher than average,
WMO'’s weather report found,
with European rivers flowing at
record levels in December and
“exceptionally high” flow in al-
most a quarter of the river net-
work.

This meant that during 2023,
“high” flood thresholds were
crossed in one third of the Euro-
pean river network while close

(Continued on page 11)
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CANDIDATES FACE OFF IN

ORANGE MAYORAL DEBATE

By Walter Elliott

ORANGE - An overflow audi-
ence came to the Universalist
Unitarian Church of Orange here
at 45 Cleveland St., April 17 for
the mayoral candidates debate.

The church's HUUB outfit
hosted the candidates night
among (in left to right order on
stage) Quantavia Hilbert,
Dwayne Warren and April
Gaunt-Butler before an estimat-
ed sanctuary audience of 200
and an overflow room of 60 that
Wednesday night.

The incumbent mayor War-
ren, current West Ward Council-
woman Hilbert and former
Councilwoman Gaunt-Butler
also traded views for nearly two
hours on simulcast. The audi-
ence, once the two minutes of
opening remarks were made,
responded with applause at eve-
ry statement. The applause was
peppered with sporadic laughter,
a few boos and murmurings that
caused moderator Vanita Jenkins
to caution them several times to
be subaudible.

If one wanted to see the trio
vie for Orange's next mayor a
half-hour before the debate's 7
p.m. start, however, you were
ushered into the chapel room as
part of the overflow. An Orange
Police officer and a HUUB
member helped close the sanctu-
ary's inner doors.

There were two OPD offic-
ers standing in the church's en-
trance, wanding people for met-
al. Double parking on Cleveland
Street's southernmost block, es-
pecially by official municipal
vehicles, was the rule of the
night.

It sometimes seems that can-
didate night or debate organizers
schedule their events that direct-
ly conflict with another civic
meeting. In April 17's case, there
was an Orange Board of Zoning
Adjustment meeting in City Hall

starting at 7:30 p.m.

For all of the peaked interest
and lively responses, one won-
ders it will translate to actual
voting on May 14. Voter partici-
pation, indeed, was one of the
six audience-derived questions
put to them. All three candidates'
responses boiled down to finding
out what the public, including
voters, wanted.

Jenkins had noted that 199
votes determined who would get
elected to the council's ward
seats in 2022 - and 1,939 votes
in the last mayoral election in
2020. The question asked who
would get more of the voting
public involved.

Warren said that it came
down to involvement beyond the
election year. The public needs
to take interest in city commit-
tees and attending council and
Orange Public Schools Board of
Education meetings.

Hilbert said that she will
continue to hold quarterly com-
munity meetings and coffees,
and perhaps more, should she
become mayor. She said that the
low polling turnout may be be-
cause some have become re-
signed to the status quo.

Gaunt-Butler that the elected
seats she had sat on and wants to
sit "are not mine, they're yours."
She would make volunteer pan-
els like the Citizens Budget Ad-
visory Board a standing commit-
tee without the need for annual
recreation.

Hilbert, in a later response,
added that the CBAC should be
more involved and their recom-
mendations seriously consid-
ered. It was her experience that
committee members would re-
ceive the department budget
documents "hours or a day be-
fore the meeting where we
would make recommenda-
tions." (Candidates were allowed
to make 30-second rebuttals.)

Another from-the-audience

HILBERT
(Continued from page 1)

also promoted a youth agenda
to the district for Girl Scouts,
community service projects,
and entrepreneurship work-
shops.

As a Mayor, I plan to
serve the maximum of two

terms because turnover is nec-
essary to bring about new so-
lutions. I will create an ethics
committee to ensure transpar-
ency and training on conduct.

I will invest in our recreation
department for the youth and
adults. My plan will include
collaborating with the school
district, where my children
attend, to propose initiatives
to increase students test scores
and success. My administra-
tion will introduce shared ser-
vice options to decrease our
budget while maintaining the
services rendered by our staff.
I will recruit subject matter
experts and state agencies to
build a taskforce to revitalize

question regarded the vacant and
quasi-derelict Orange Memorial
Hospital block. OMH, closed by
Cathedral Health in 1993, is on
its third developmental proposal
cycle.

Warren explained that the
city had taken the last developers
to court, imposed a clean-and-
lien order and brought the proper-
ty back to city possession. While
reuse and repurposing option are
being considered, the mayor said
that placing a new public school
there is not being considered.

Hilbert said that a third re-
quest for development proposals
had reached the council at a re-
cent meeting. Adding, "it's your
property," she wants to see com-
munity input "on what they want
to see there."

Gaunt-Butler noted that some
of the hospital buildings are on
the National Register of Historic
Places. Whether a mix of apart-
ments, community space or city
services would go there, she
wants "tax equity" there without

our community. and most im-
portantly, we will educate our
community on entrepreneur-
ship and wealth building. I
will continue to proactively
engage our residents of all
backgrounds and identities.

I am the best candidate
who has brought new ideas for
operations, community health,
and diverse development.
Warren and Gaunt-Butler
gave you 2015. The year of
Willis Edwards, Franklyn
Ore, the year leading up to the
FBI raid that crippled our
public library. What did they
do to safeguard our institu-
tions from embezzlement and
fraud? What were the conse-
quences for these elected offi-
cials who watched idly as our
taxpayers were ignored. Nei-
ther one of my opponents de-
serve another term.

I give you a fresh start.
Let's continue to work for in-
tegrity and progress. Vote 1-A
to stand with me.

now-22-year payments in lieu of
taxes.

Warren, in a later response,
said that PILOTS help bring ad-
vanced revenue into city coffers.

The above are samplings of
the two-hour debate. HUUB had
recorded its Zoom livestream for
viewing on YouTube.

The overflow room's simul-
cast projector, which began los-
ing its sound midway, lost its
feed altogether at 8:39 p.m. A
HUUB member, after trying to
correct the problem, apologized
for the loss. Its audience, unable
to go to the sanctuary itself, be-
gan filing out.

Whether all of the points and
counterpoints made and audience
enthusiasm will translate to voter
turnout will be known before the
polls close 8 p.m. May 14. Partic-
ipating registered city voters will
also have the three incumbents on
the ballot and a write-in challeng-
er to pick three at-large council
members from.
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OUR PROVIDERS

CARDIOLOGY
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD
Catalino DelaCruz, MD
Bhavna Mohandas, MD
Abbas Shehadeh, MD
Isaac Tawfik, MD
Marlyn Escalona, APN
Lou Alexandre, PA

PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS
Jeffrey Miller, DO

PODIATRY
Jodene Shwer, DPM
Amro EI-Nakib, DPM

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD
Burget Cort, APN

GYNECOLOGY
Clifford Toliver, MD

PEDIATRIC & ADULT

ENDOCRINOLOGY
Tara Rajiyah, MD

NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAI MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD
Myriam Sterlin, MD
Aleksander Lekan, MD
Hemlata Bhatia, MD
Narinda Kaur, MD
Normita Narvaez, MD
Ramesh Kania, MD
Nivia Rowe, APN
Roody Dalberis, APN
Sanjaykumar Shah, APN
Mary Elias, APN
Janiece Howell, APN
Jamila Jones, DNP

Welcome to Our New Center for
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases

Treating Both
Adults and
Children of

All A s~
AIll Ages

We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
Including
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
And Metabolic Bone Disorders

Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both aduits and children
Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange

Contact us: 973-395-1550 e Orangeheartcenter.net
VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Avenue Tel. 973-378-2266
Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Avenue Tel. 973-374-8807
West Orange: 77 Main Street Tel. 973-324-2090
West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-672-3829

West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are pri-
marily drawn from first responders. Re-
sponders' accounts may not be their full
activity range. Grand juries hand down in-
dictments when evidence presented them
warrant a trial. Named suspects/defendants
are innocent until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - Public Safety
Director Fritz G. Fragé requests
the public’s help locating sus-
pects in connection with a rob-
bery attempt on April 15, 2024.

Police responded to the inci-
dent that occurred at approxi-
mately 8 p.m. on the Court Street
side of an apartment building on
Hill Street. The victim was
smoking a cigarette in the park-
ing lot of his apartment building
when three Black males demand-
ed that he give up his belong-
ings. As he turned to walk back
into the building, one of the sus-
pects punched him in the back of
the head.

The victim was able to break
free and go back into the build-
ing and the suspects were last
seen traveling eastbound on
West Market Street from Martin
Luther King Boulevard. They
were seen chasing another indi-
vidual with a large sharp-edged
stick near the Essex County
Court House parking lot at 50
West Market Street.

Director Fragé urges anyone
with information about the sus-
pects to call the Police Divi-
sion’s 24-hour Crime Stopper tip
line at 1-877-NWK-TIPS (1-877
-695-8477). All  anonymous
Crime Stopper tips are kept con-
fidential and could result in a
reward.

IRVINGTON - A township
man, accused of sexually as-
saulting two complete strangers
here March 26 and April 10, has
been remanded to Newark's Es-
sex County Correctional Center

since April 17 by State Superior
Court Judge Patrick J. Arre.

The Irvington Detective Bu-
reau and the ECPO Special Vic-
tims Unit told Arre that Wednes-
day that Marquise Jones, 31, had
been arrested and charged on
first-degree aggravated sexual
assault, criminal restraint and
weapons  possession  charges
from 25 Park Place on April 10.

IPD and county SVU detec-
tives were first called over to
Newark's St. Michael's Medical
Center March 26. The victim
recounted being lured there by
Jones, who then pulled out a
knife. A struggle ensued where
both suffered cut marks.

Detectives from both agen-
cies deduced that Jones was the
suspect in the April 10 assault by
that victim's testimony. He was
charged with 10 counts.

Judge Arre continued Jones'
detention due to the serious
charges.

EAST ORANGE - The Bos-
ton Market here at 471 Central
Ave., is now three months in be-
ing "permanently closed" and
may not reopen as part of that
national restaurant chain. There
is also a greater likelihood that
Boston Markets across the coun-
try may be liquidated in bank-
ruptey court.

It appears that Ewing-based
Boston Chicken of NJ has lost
its back rent dispute with Boston
Market's real estate arm, Sunrise
Equities, of Golden, Colo.in N.J.
Superior Court-Newark. It had
reopened during the year-end
holidays into the winter as a
drive-through only outlet until
the .77-acre property were
served with Superior Court -
Chancery eviction and East Or-
ange Zoning violation notices.

471 Central Ave., like 26
other BCNJ-run Boston Markets,
were closed by the State Depart-
ment of Labor Hours and Wages
Office last summer. The agency
said that BCNJ owed its 417 em-
ployees over $630,000 in back
wages - not counting additional
fines.

The former Gino's/KFC and
Roy Rogers restaurant reopened
after 53 days in September after
BCNJ repaid the arrears and
penalties in full.

The fast casual chain may
not live to see its Oct. 13 third
bankruptcy filing date. A federal
Philadelphia bankruptcy court

judge, citing Bensalem, Pa.
chain owner Jay Pandya's failing
to file property insurance docu-
ments and missing several court
deadlines, barred him March 13
from re-filing for Chapter 11 re-
organization for six months.
Supplier US Foods has mean-
while won its $11.9 million debt
case and is now asking for $30
million in penalties and fees.

ORANGE - "Local Talk" is
awaiting word on whether the
Cleveland Street Elementary
School here in the North Ward
will have its long-awaited reno-
vation and expansion completed
in time for the 2024-25 school
year or if the Archdiocese of
Newark will extend its lease of
the former Our Lady of the Val-
ley High School building in the
South Ward to Orange Public
Schools.

Some 300-plus Pre-
Kindergarten through Seventh
Grade students, faculty and par-
ents have been taking the 1.9-
mile cross-city commute from
355 Cleveland St. to 518 Valley
St. since the former's construc-
tion began in 2021. The project,
which was first awarded by the
New Jersey Schools Develop-
ment Authority with $18.4 mil-
lion in 2019, has had a
"September 2024" completion
date since a contractor change
order reset was approved by the
SDA April 3, 2023. The project
had September 2021 and 2023
completion dates.

The SDA, in its April 12 X
(formerly Twitter) post, said that
it is continuing with "ductwork,
HVAC equipment, light fixtures
and window installation ongoing
as well as preparation for build-
ing finishes." Orange Public
Schools and SDA officials, city
building inspectors and the con-
tractors will then hold a walk
through punch list inspection
with an eye towards obtaining a
city certificate of occupancy.

It will be after then when the
12,000-square-foot extension
wing - featuring a security lobby,
a multipurpose room, a kitchen
and servery, support services and
a three-story extension to a reno-
vated 1898 core building - be
open. Renovations include a new
boiler.

The revamping - aimed for
accommodating up to 348 PreK-
Seventh Grade students - is
aimed to alleviate decades of

overcrowding. One "Local Talk"
staffer remembers a large base-
ment room, for example, being
used as an indoor gym, auditori-
um and election polling station
in 1965-71 - prior to also becom-
ing a makeshift kitchen and cafe-
teria. The room was too small to
accommodate all students to
watch the live televising of
Gemini 4's Ed White becoming
the first American astronaut to
walk in space.

"Cleveland Street School at
Our Lady of the Valley" has
meanwhile used part of Valley
High School's classrooms. The
1920s-era three-story building at
Valley and McChesney streets
was closed by the archdiocese
for declining enrollment June 30,
1981.

WEST ORANGE - Latest
pull in the months-long mayor-
council tug of war over the long-
time township attorney's status
involved a failed Township
Council resolution here at the
latter's April 9 meeting.

Resolution 124-24, intro-
duced at that Tuesday night's
meeting called for legal teams
from each side to draw up budg-
ets and make cost estimates of
the previous and ongoing litiga-
tion. The resolution stated that
lawyers representing the council
have spent $65,000 in the last
eight months; the mayor's law-
yers, $10,000.

Mayor Susan McCartney and
the council have taken their dis-
pute over the status of Township
Attorney Richard Trenk and his
same-name legal firm to court.
At issue are whether the council
has the right to suspend paying
Trenk and his firm for services
and whether the Township Attor-
ney serves the council or the ad-
ministration.

R 124-24, in the end, was
defeated 2-2-1. Council Mem-
bers Michelle Casalino and Tam-
my Williams voted, "Yes,"
members Susan Scarpa and
Councilman Rev. William "Bill"
Rutherford, "No." Member As-
meret Ghebremichael was ab-
sent. A tie, according to
"Robert's Rules of Order," is
equal to not passing a resolution.

A Superior Court Newark
judge, on March 19, ruled that
Trenk can legally represent West
Orange until the dispute has
been settled. The 30-year lawyer

(Continued on page 12)
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no degree?

A SCAN THE GR CODE TO VISIT ONE OF
OUR INFORMATION SESSIONS:

> Saturday, May 4, 2024 at 10:00 am

Main Campus - Smith Hall

> Saturday, May 11, 2024 at 10:00 am
| West Essex Campus
Multipurpose Room

> Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at 5:30 pm

Main Campus - Smith Hall

ENROLL NOW!

www.essex.edu >tk

For assistance please contact Mr. Hall at (973) 877-3596 or email us at ECCcomplete@essex.edu

(Paid for through the New Jersey Office of the Secretary Higher Education-Some College, No Degree Grant)

Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on fFand | EYoulube

WORLD NEWS
(Continued from page 6)

to one 1in seven exceeded
“severe” flood thresholds.

MIDDLE EAST
US BLOCKS PALESTINE
FROM JOINING UN

The Security Council reject-
ed Palestine’s request for UN
membership on Thursday, with
the United States casting a veto.

In a vote of 12 in favor to
one against, with two absten-
tions, the Council did not adopt a
draft resolution that would have
recommended the General As-
sembly to hold a vote with the
broader UN membership to al-
low Palestine to join as a full UN
Member State.

The draft resolution is
among the shortest in the Coun-
cil’s history: “The Security
Council, having examined the
application of the State of Pales-
tine for admission to the United
Nations (S/2011/592), recom-

mends to the General Assembly
that the State of Palestine be ad-
mitted to membership in the
United Nations.”

For a draft resolution to pass,
the Council must have at least
nine members in favor and none
of its permanent members - Chi-
na, France, Russia, United King-
dom, United States - using their
veto power.

Amid the ongoing war in Ga-
za, Palestine had submitted a
request to the Secretary-General
on April 2, asking that a 2011
request to become a UN Member
State be reconsidered.

In 2011, the Security Council
considered the request but was
not able to find unity in sending
a recommendation to the Gen-
eral Assembly, which according
to the UN Charter must hold a
vote involving its 193 Member
States.

Earlier this month, the Secu-
rity Council sent the latest re-
quest to its Committee on the
Admission of Member States,
which met on April 8 and 11 to

discuss the matter.

Palestine has been a Perma-
nent Observer at the UN since
2012, before which it was an ob-
server in the UN General As-
sembly.

Russian Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said this marked the
fifth time the United States has
vetoed a Council resolution
since the start of the current hos-
tilities in Gaza.

The US “once again demon-
strated what they really think of
the Palestinians”, he said. “For
Washington, they do not deserve
to have their own State. They are
only a barrier on the path to-
wards realizing the interests of
Israel.”

He said at present, an abso-
lute majority of the global com-
munity supports Palestine’s ap-
plication to become a full mem-
ber of the UN.

“Today’s use of the veto by
the US delegation is a hopeless
attempt to stop the inevitable
course of history. The results of
the vote, where Washington was

practically in complete isolation,
speak for themselves,” he said.

US Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative Robert Wood said
Council members have a special
responsibility to ensure that their
actions further the cause of inter-
national peace and security and
are consistent with the require-
ments of the UN Charter.

He said the report of the
Committee on the Admission of
New Members reflected that
there was not unanimity among
members as to whether the appli-
cant met the criteria for member-
ship, in line with Article IV of
the UN Charter.

For example, there are unre-
solved questions as to whether
the applicant meets the criteria to
be considered a State, he said.

“We have long called on the
Palestinian Authority to under-
take necessary reforms to help
establish the attributes of readi-
ness for statehood and note that
Hamas, a terrorist organization,
is currently exerting power and

(Continued on page 12)
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 10)

and his firm, however, remain unpaid for the
interim.

The council had voted down what would
have been Trenk and his firm's renewal. He
and his legal team meanwhile draws up in-
voices to bill the township.

SOUTH ORANGE - The South Orange-
Maplewood School District Board of Educa-
tion is investigating - and is being investigat-
ed.

The two-town school board, as of April
10, is starting its own investigation of the
January 2023 Columbia High School princi-
pal's hallway encounter with a female stu-
dent. The incident was made public when the
board suspended CHS Principal Frank
Sanchez Jan. 2 and the schoolgirl and her
family filed an affirmative action complaint.

The incident was brought to the Maple-
wood Police Department's attention, who

then brought it to the ECPO Detective Bu-
reau. Their probe resulted in an arrest war-
rant put out on Sanchez, who surrendered
himself to MPD.

The SOMSD inquest is to include a CHS
hallway video recording and an internal
board report which a member brought to the
police last January. It is not known whether
Sanchez will have legal representation from
his union.

The district's board and administration
are being meanwhile probed by the U.S. De-
partment of Justice's Office of Civil Rights
since March 19. The OCR that Tuesday,
gave no specifics except that the matter was
of "discrimination involving shared ances-
try" under the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

"Shared discrimination" includes anti-
semitism and Islamophobia. Some outside
media reports speculate that this investiga-
tion was called after CHS faculty distributed
supposedly Ramadan education handbills -
which included antisemitic language.

MAPLEWOOD - Township Commit-

teeman and former mayor Dean Dafis, bar-
ring any unforeseen delays, will likely be at
home here, recovering from April 11 open
heart surgery.

Dafis said that he has excused himself
from official duties since April 7, when sur-
gery to replace a Bicuspid Aortic Valve was
scheduled for four days later. BAV is a con-
genital condition where two blood valves are
formed in the aorta instead of three. The two
valves leak blood back into the heart, poten-
tially causing an aortic aneurysm and heart
failure.

Dafis, like many other BAV sufferers,
did not know he had the condition until he
collapsed while running with the New York
Road Runners Club in Central Park decades
ago - and was so diagnosed.

The one-term mayor discovered that he
was having an aneurysm after pulling over
on the New Jersey Turnpike in late January.
He was having a bout of vertigo, a loss of
feeling on one side of his body and disorien-
tation.

(Continued on page 14)

WORLD NEWS
(Continued from page 11)

influence in Gaza — an integral
part of the State envisioned in
this resolution,” he said.

It is for these reasons, that
the US voted “no”, he explained.
Mr. Wood said the US continues
to strongly support a two-State
solution.

“This vote does not reflect
opposition to Palestinian state-
hood, but instead is an acknowl-
edgment that it will only come
from direct negotiations between
the parties,” he said.

UNITED KINGDOM

| L
>

HUGE INCREASE
PLANNED ON DEFENSE

On April 23, Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has announced the
biggest strengthening of the
UK’s national defense in a gen-
eration, with a fully funded plan
to grow the defense budget to
2.5% of GDP by 2030.

Delivering a speech along-
side NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg in Poland, a
country at the vanguard of the
continent’s defense, the Prime
Minister said we are at a turning

point in European security and
urged allies to step up.

An axis of autocratic states
like Russia, Iran and China are
increasingly working together to
undermine democracies and re-
shape the world order. They are
also investing heavily in their
own militaries and in cyber ca-
pabilities and in low-cost tech-
nology, like the Shahed attack
drones Iran fired towards Israel
last weekend.

This poses a direct threat to
the lives and livelihoods of peo-
ple in the UK, as well as across
Europe and the wider world. The
Government has already com-
mitted record investment in de-
fense and the UK armed forces
are world-leading - but the Prime
Minister has said that we must
take further action now to deter
these growing threats.

With the announcement, UK
defense spending will increase
immediately and then rise steadi-
ly to reach £87 billion at the end
the decade - hitting 2.5% of
GDP by 2030.

The Prime Minister has set
out three areas of focus for our
bolstered defense budget:

e Firing up the UK defense
industrial base: Investing at
least an additional £10 bil-
lion over the next decade on
munitions production, deliv-
ering high-quality jobs and
investment across the UK

and ensuring we have rapid

production  capacity and
stockpiles of next-generation
munitions.

e Modernizing Armed Forces:
Radically reforming defense
procurement and creating a
new Defense Innovation
Agency to ensure the UK is
at the cutting edge of modern
warfare technology, with at
least 5% of the defense
budget to be committed to
R&D.

e Backing Ukraine’s defense:
As part of this plan, the Gov-
ernment will commit an ad-
ditional £500 million this
year for the ammunition, air
defense and drones Ukraine
needs; the largest-ever single
delivery of military equip-
ment to Ukraine’s frontlines;
and a cast-iron commitment
to maintain existing levels of
support to Ukraine for as
long as it Is needed.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
said, “In a world that is the most
dangerous it has been since the
end of the Cold War, we cannot
be complacent. As our adver-
saries align, we must do more to
defend our country, our interests,
and our values.

“That is why today I have
announced the biggest strength-
ening of our national defense for
a generation. We will increase
defense spending to a new base-

line of 2.5% of GDP by 2030 — a
plan that delivers an additional
£75 billion for defense by the
end of the decade and secures
our place as by far the largest
defense power in Europe.

“Today is a turning point for
European security and a land-
mark moment in the defense of
the United Kingdom. It is a gen-
erational investment in British
security and British prosperity,
which makes us safer at home
and stronger abroad.”

This is a fully funded plan to
deliver the biggest transfor-
mation of our national defense
since the Cold War, moving
from an aspiration to spend 2.5%
by an unspecified date to a cost-
ed commitment to do so in 2030.

Defense spending will in-
crease immediately and rise line-
arly - with a further £500 million
for Ukraine this year and overall
increase of £3 billion in the next
financial year. Today’s an-
nouncement will see an addition-
al £75 billion for defense over
the next six years, with defense
spending expected to reach £87
billion a year in 2030.

This sets a new standard for
other major European NATO
economies to follow. If all
NATO countries committed at
least 2.5% of their GDP to de-
fense, our collective budget
would increase by more than
£140 billion.
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DERRICK
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WRITE-IN

DERRICK
HENRY
FOR

COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE

Derrick Henry has announced his intention
to run as a write-in candidate for one of three
councilman-at-large seats in the upcoming
election on May 14th. “After some considera-
tion and recent events, we can’t sit back and
wait for change. Unfortunately, it feels like 12
years has been too long a wait for the return
on Orange’s investment in its current leader-
ship slate.”

Currently serving on the Orange Board of
Education, Henry has previously chaired the
Facilities and Public Relations committees. In
2021, he was nominated to the Legislative &
Leadership Committee(s) of the NJ School
Boards Association by then-President Ray
Pinney, a role he continues to hold, providing
significant contributions to school board gov-
ernance across the state. As a board member,
he participates in voting on the strategic direc-
tion of the school district.

Formerly, Henry was part of the Commit-
tee For Elected Orange School Board
(CEOSB), instrumental in transitioning to an
appointed school board following extensive
litigation, and other community initiatives
such as Preserve Our Water and Committee
For Term Limits in Orange.

“We need leaders who will be able to
think independently of the mayor’s office. The
City Council is supposed to be about checks
and balances to a mayor’s power, much like a
congress and president,” he explained.

Henry recently discussed the anti-
nepotism resolution attempted by mayoral
candidate Quantavia Hilbert, West Ward

HENRY ANNOUNCES WRITE-IN CAMPAIGN FOR ORANGE COUNCIL

ABOUT DERRICK HENRY

- Member, Orange Board of Education;
- Member, New Jersey School Boards Association;
Community activist

Can | have 30 seconds of your time?

I’ve decided to run for Councilman-At-Large,
but in a different way. | am asking You, the
voters of Orange, for the city’s first successful
write-in candidacy.

Why?

Don’t you believe that our leadership should be
present, receptive and considerate enough to
know that it’s going to take all of Us, not just a
chosen, favored or compensated few?

Because | do.

As we move towards 2028, Orange needs to be
about the power of service, not the power of

office.

Please take 30 seconds to write my name, Derrick
Henry, in the write-in space on your ballot. And, don’t

forget to color the bubble so Your vote can be counted.

;- 30 seconds for 4 years sounds like a great tradeoff, to create a better

Orange for all of Us.

councilwoman.

“I see two things wrong with this. First,
with all the diversity of talent Orange has,
openings in staff and administration shouldn’t
be first-come, first-serve to friends and family.
We should all have a hand in a better Orange.
Secondly, the mere fact that only one coun-
cilperson supported such a measure speaks
volumes about how complacent or comforta-
ble our City Council has become. Change,
progress and growth are all uncomfortable
processes. However, if they’re not listening,
acting or earning our money, they should be
replaced.”

Passionate about reinstating live or hybrid
council meetings, Henry noted, “Citizens have
complained about being digitally censored or
muted during council meetings. Their voices
have been controlled by council members or
city attorneys who won’t address their con-
cerns regularly.”

A proponent of enhanced public engage-
ment, he aims to advocate for greater citizen
involvement in the city’s budgeting process
and the establishment of a permanent Citizen
Budget Advisory Committee (CBAC).

“The citizens deserve input on their money
on a full-time basis, as the CBAC should be a
permanent body, not just advisory,” he stated.

A self-described “forever library kid,”
Henry is committed to improving library man-
agement and resources. He also supports the
creation of a city Ethics Commission or Com-
mittee and advocates for reduced tax abate-
ments.

Thank you , Orange

“I think the administration is more pro-
developer or redeveloper vs. the needs of the
long-term or lifelong Orange resident. We
need representatives that won’t sit by and
watch the average Orange citizen get forced
out of their apartments or homes.”

Henry has challenged the current incum-
bent at-large slate - Clifford Ross, Adrienne
Wooten, and Montague Weldon - to a debate.

“There’s still enough time to have a wor-
thy conversation about the future of Orange
when it comes to controlling the mayor’s pow-
ers, as well as the will of the people, I'm here
for it,” he declared. “Moreover, as I don’t see
much of a difference in their opinions or ideas,
1l take all three of them on at the same time.”

If successful, Henry would be the city’s
first elected write-in candidate.

“I’m thinking of changing my name from
#RebelLeader to a city leader. Ironically, what
started as a jest by some local residents and/or
media has turned into a title and a cause. I'm
vulnerable enough to say this is a matter of
power of service vs the power of office.

“Honestly, it’s going to take all of Us, but
I can’t do this without you. On May 14th,
please take a minute to write Derrick Henry
and color the bubble under any one of the in-
cumbents after voting 1A for Quantavia Hil-
bert for our next Mayor of Orange, and that’s
it. Orange doesn’t need any more litigation,
nor investigations. We need a productive next

four years.”
ADVERTORIAL
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect
PUNKED

In all, only 5% of the U.S.
adults surveyed correctly name
all five First Amendment
rights while 30% could name
three or four of the rights. Nearly
half of those surveyed (46%)
could name one or two First
Amendment rights, and 20%
could not correctly name any!
GOOGLE THAT...

The "F" on that pop quiz was
a bit more than homie could
bear. When my PCCC (Passaic
County Community College)
professor, Ms. Montgomery,
gave ol' boy the 411. At the
time, the entire class, mind you,
which had been strong-armed
into becoming moral support for
both him and herself, had been
summoned to the window. Per-

haps knowingly, her approach
was just the thing that would
galvanize this important life les-
son into all of our stony heads
when deeming us "moral sup-
port."

With her arm around his pu-
ny waist, she'd tighten her em-
brace, counteracting that "I was-
n't here yada, yada, yada" script
of a response when unable to
make the grade. About two
weeks prior, the construction of
a spanking brand new highway
exit in my beloved Paterson had
come to completion. This exit
got you a bit more up close and
personal at a quicker speed when
one was in a hurry. As we gazed
out of that window; I myself, as
dumbfounded as the next, this is
what she said: "I wasn't there
when they constructed that there

Photos

exit you lookin' at neither, Sir.
But, it got me to work this

rn

mornin'.

Hot darn... I love that wom-
an and I always think of her
when soliciting my own excuses
or being pushed one by some-
body else. What did the lady that
could breathe fire so eloquently
say yesterday in a nutshell that
we can bank on today?

I say that she says, "He was-
n’t there during the time" may
have been pretty harmless yes-
teryear, but in today’s present
climate even more so, not being
there can be detrimental to we
the people as if bleach is being
thrown on the fibers of our be-
ing. [ am in hopes that this story
becomes that pin in the cushion
when you too when you are
seeking that check out of your
own.

Because like My Lady
“Zipporah Lisle Mainwaring”
unapologetically stated “It is the
principle!” Andrea Dialect adds
that a Lady gotta do what she
gotta do and a Man’s gotta do
what He’s gotta do. We gotta do
what got to be done, unapologet-
ically just like My Lady did un-
less you’re a punk that is!

GOOGLE THAT!

IT'S THE PRINCIPLE
THAT MATTERS. Thus, kick-
ing us off today is a subject that
matters, which had become a
heck of a mental defibrillator for
me a few weeks ago, in such a
way that I watched it repeatedly
throughout the month. I suggest
that you check it out. Perhaps it
will have the same lasting effect.
For me, it has become that pin in
the cushion that acts as a con-
stant reminder not only to stand
for what is right but to continue
to do so no matter what. My La-
dy, Zipporah Lisle Mainwaring,
put her money where her mouth
was. "Zipporah Lisle Mainwar-
ing" is the woman behind the red
and white candy stripes.
GOOGLE THAT and check the
story out on YouTube in its en-
tirety. No spoiler alerts here. ...

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com and type
The Observation Booth Andrea in
the search bar. If you have any
questions, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 12)

Doctors told Dafis that he is among two
percent of the world's population with BAV -
which is only corrected by open heart sur-
gery. He anticipates missing "a couple" of
Township Committee meetings.

BLOOMFIELD - When two men look-
ing for work got into another man's car here
at the Home Depot parking lot April 4 were
not asking to get robbed at gunpoint.

That is what the two day laborers told
responding Bloomfield Police Department
officers at the 60 Orange St. just after 11:30
a.m. It was their description of the suspect
and his car that helped Newark police arrest
that man.

The victims said that a silver Mercedes-
Benz with a temporary rear license plate
pulled up to them and asked them to come
in. The driver then pulled out a handgun and

demanded cash - money that they did not
have. They fled the car and called 911 when
it pulled away.

It was that afternoon that the BPD Detec-
tive Bureau got a call from their Newark col-
leagues. One of that city's police patrols
spotted the car and gave chase. NPD officers
arrested the driver - Almeen Mohammad, 27,
of Newark - after he had crashed his Benz
and tried to flee on foot.

Mohammed has been charged on two
counts each of robbery by threat of bodily
injury, possession of a weapon for an unlaw-
ful purpose and possession of a firearm with-
out a permit.

The Trinidad and Tobago citizen has also
been charged with carjacking by threatening
occupant with bodily injury, unlawful taking
of a means of conveyance, resisting arrest by
failing to stop a motor vehicle, obstructing
the administration of law, possessing a con-
trolled dangerous substance, possession with
intent to use drug paraphernalia, possessing a
handgun without permit and unlawful pos-

session of a weapon.

Mohammed is also being held on
$10.500 worth of arrest warrants, including
$7,500 alone from the BPD. The remaining
warrants are from the Haledon Police and
Municipal Court and Wayne Police.

MONTCLAIR - An outgoing ward
councilwoman, at the April 10 Township
Council meeting, accused two of her sitting
colleagues of previously verbally abusing
her.

Mayor Sean Spiller was about to call for
an executive session at the end of the public
speakers' segment that Wednesday night
when Second Ward Councilwoman Robin
Schlager asked to be allowed to make a pre-
pared statement.

Schlager, who is not running for May 14
re-election, said that she had suffered verbal
abuse from At-Large Councilman Robert
"Bob" Russo and Fourth Ward David Cum-
mings Russo is running for re-election; Cum-

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

mings cited changes in employment for
declining re-election.

Speaking while shaking and in a tearful
voice, Schlager said one of the two inci-
dents happened Oct. 25, 2022, where she
said Russo responded to one of her ques-
tions by "yelling at me" and, "came around
6the table I was sitting and physically
lunged at me." A police report was later
filed.

Schlager added that Cummings used
profane, "hateful" and "foul" language at
her and Councilwoman Lori Price Abrams.
Although Cummings had apologized to
her, and the incident was brought up at the
Oct. 18, 2023 meeting to succeed the re-
signed Councilman Peter Yacobellis,
Schlager said that she has not talked with
Cummings since.

Neither Russo nor Cummings were
present on April 10, which Schlager said
did not matter. Cummings confirmed that
he had apologized to Schlager. Russo, on
April 11, thought it curious that what hap-
pened on Oct. 25, 2023 was brought up 18
months later.

GLEN RIDGE - The Glen Ridge Pub-
lic Schools' Board of Education are poised
to take a final vote of its proposed 2024-25
budget April 30 - which may or may not
include the district funding a long-running
elementary school reading program.

Borough educators, including an ele-
mentary school teacher and the Glen Ridge
Education Association, asked the BOE
March 25 to include funding an intensive
math support program for struggling Kin-
dergarten-Sixth Grade students. This year's
edition has two teachers assisting 140 stu-
dents across four of the borough's public
schools.

The program had been funded by a
state Title One grant for nine years. That
state funding, however, will evaporate for
2024-25. Failure to fund at the district level
would return these students to a basic skills
teacher. Both program teachers - and their
$122,000 Supervisor of Interventions -
would be laid off.

Outgoing Superintendent of Schools
Dirk Phillips said, at the March 26 meet-
ing, that the district is seeking to provide
smaller primary class sizes. Those teachers
will therefore provide this supplemental
instruction in the regular classroom.

Glen Ridge, like most other school dis-
tricts, does not put their following year's
school budget up before voters. All public
school districts must have their coming
year's budgets finalized for incorporation
into the State of New Jersey June 30 Fiscal
2025 budget.

BELLEVILLE - This township's
mayor may have the answer to the upcom-

ing question: "When is a State of the
Township Address NOT a State of the
Township Address?" "Local Talk" reads
the answer as: "When it is actually the
mayor's civic association fundraiser."

Mayor Michael Melham has sched-
uled his 2024 SOTA for 6:30 p.m. April
29 at Nanina's in the Park. The event,
hosted by the Michael Melham Civic As-
sociation, is a ticketed event - make that a
Paid Admission ticket event.

"Local Talk" did a double take while
seeing the SOTA at Nanina's announce-
ment on April 10. First, there have been
previous "State of"' addresses requiring
admission tickets. - as have had in recent
years with Newark Mayor Ras Baraka's
State of the City Address at NJPAC.

The first problem is that this April 29
SOTA requires prospective audience
members to pay to hear it. The April 10
announcement added "Tables SOLD
OUT," leaving individual seats in the ca-
tering hall for sale. There will be no tick-
ets sold at the door.

Ticket payment is to be made out to
MichaelMelhamCivic.org via QR code. It
appears that the proceeds are to fund the
group's turkey giveaways, cultural pa-
rades, Three Kings Day and the annual
Winter Festival.

The question is important on two
counts. The first is whether the admission
tickets for funding a civic association are
tax deductible.

The second is that the funds do not go
to A Better Belleville's 2024 mayor-ward
council election campaign. ABB cam-
paign manager Melham is running for re-
election May 14 along with a full slate of
four council candidates.

NUTLEY - The township's board of
education and Superintendent of Schools
Kent Bania, at their April 17 meeting, an-
nounced that the public school district has
run up an about a $7 million deficit.

Nutley's educators said that a Feb. 7
audit of NPS' 2022-23 budget found ac-
counting and financial issues. Those is-
sues were independently confirmed on
March 13.

The Essex County Superintendent of
Schools Joseph Zarra, also of Nutley, and
the New Jersey Department of Education
were notified with an eye towards finding
relief funding to fill the deficit. NPS has
meanwhile put Board Secretary / Assis-
tant Superintendent of Business David
DiPisa on administrative leave and posted
"help wanted" notices for an interim Busi-
ness Administrator.

Both Superintendent Bania and Board
President Salvatore Ferraro limited a de-
tailed explanation of what caused NPS to
get into a $7 million hole, given the con-
tinuing investigation. They do indicate
that misstated revenue projections and
unbudgeted expenses had led to a shortfall

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
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o [ ] E
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of cash reserves. They said that the 2022-23 and
the 2021-22 school year budgets had failed to take
into account price increases in transportation, spe-
cial education and healthcare expenses and pay-
roll.

Nutley educators said that no significant aca-
demic and/or extracurricular programs - including
preschool and the Nutley High School Class of
2024 graduation - for the current 2023-24 year
will be affected. There may be minimal changes to
the 2024-25 school year - but that may mean
freezing employee hiring or reducing staffing by
attrition.

Ratification of a final 2024-25 budget is due
on May 14 so NPL can send it to County Superin-
tendent Zarra's Newark office and for the June 30
State Budget inclusion. NPS has 60- days - May
14 - to submit a Corrective Action Plan. NJDOT
may meanwhile appoint a monitor to Nutley, like
it had when Belleville's BOE racked up a $4.1
million deficit in 2014.
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