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TEAM UP FOR STOP THE [ TO ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR
VlﬂlENcE SOFTBALL GAME

WEST ORANGE - The indefinite postponing of a sched-
uled Oct. 31 student walkout from West Orange High
School in support of Palestinians in Gaza over the preceding
weekend here was a rare stay of other local partisan shows
of support in the Isracl-Hamas War here.

There was an Oct. 29 rally held on the steps on Newark
City Hall, for example, calling for a ceasefire on Gaza. A
virtual "SOMA Auction for Israel" was held Oct. 20-30 to
benefit the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ's
Israel Emergency Fund here, South Orange and Maplewood.

An unnamed group of WOHS students started Oct. 26
with the posting of the Oct. 30 walkout but ended up issuing
two statements and a postponement announcement before
that Oct. 26's school day had ended.

The group posted on the private West Orange 411 and
West Orange 07052 Facebook pages to urge students to
walkout during Monday's class schedule and assemble for a

. i (Continued on page 4)
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

Local Talk is celebrating its
23rd anniversary as of Novem-
ber 1, 2023. Our newspaper will
be in the people’s hands on No-
vember 3rd, 2023. On behalf of
Local Talk’s staff and myself, I
thank each one of you for sup-
porting Local Talk and allowing
us to be as part of your lives.
Local Talk became a household
name by bringing hyperlocal
news. Also, I must thank all of
our advertisers for supporting a
weekly print newspaper in our
area. Digital media is taking
over, I understand, but at the
same time we must keep reading
newspapers and books to rejuve-
nate our brain. It’s an exercise of
the brain, which you will under-
stand as you grow older.

The Israel-Hamas war is on
everyone’s mind right now. Let
me quote some data I collected
for your knowledge. New Jer-
sey’s land area is 7,354 square
miles (Population 9,255,437) *
Israel’s land area is 8,019 Square
Miles (Population 9,174,520) *
The Gaza Strip’s land area is 141
sq miles (Population 2.2 million)
* Palestine’s land area, including
the West Bank, is 2,324 square
miles (Population 5,371,230) *
The West Bank population is
3.25 million. The area of the Ga-
za Strip is close to Essex Coun-
ty’s land area of 1294 mi
(Population 805,889). The Gaza
strip is the most populated area
in the world. Hamas is control-
ling the Strip. However, not all
the people who live in the Gaza
Strip are part of Hamas. So, we
should think about the humani-
tarian aspects of it as well.

When we are electing any
representative, Congress or Sen-
ate, they should represent every-
one within their constituency.
However, the majority of the

elected officials lately are favor-
ing the Democrats or the Repub-
licans, whichever party they are
elected from. I think there is no
righteousness. In the Local Talk
area, the majority of the area is
favoring the Democrats. People
vote for the candidates over and
over again without looking at
their work or credibility. Most of
the elected officials know how to
convey the messages given by
their leaders. Most of the time,
they do not even think as to
whether the message is right or
wrong, but it has been given to
them and they follow their lead-
ers (or bosses).

To improve the quality of life
for the people who reside in the
elected officials’ constituency,
the elected officials must work
for the benefit of the people. I
think most of the time they do
not. They do work for the pur-
pose of getting elected again,
showing the people that they are
working. In my opinion, they are
using their level of power and
influence only 10 to 20% for the

benefit of the people. But 70 to
90% of people vote for them
without thinking of their com-
plete work.

Most of the elected officials
are richer than they were before
the first time getting elected.
Most of the elected officials are
getting elected on their name
recognition only. They are the
rule-makers, so they make the
resolutions for protecting them-
selves and their supporters who
back up them up with money for
their election. So, I appeal to the
people to judge the officials who
you are electing. Do not blindly
vote for someone.

I am writing all of this be-
cause my goal did not change.
My goal is to uplift the quality of
life for the people as whole. I do
not seek to offend, but I only
want things to get better for us.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next time.
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ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

(Continued from page 1)

rally at adjacent Joe Suriano Sta-
dium. Their interest was to make
a public show of support to Pal-
estinians in Gaza - which has
been undergoing an aerial attack
and border incursion by the Israe-
li Defense Force in the last 24
days or so.

The group's statement did not
mention the Oct. 7 land, sea and
air attack of southern Israel by
Hamas fighters which caused the
death of 1,400 people and trig-
gered the Israeli government's
retribution and embargo in Gaza.

What got township elders and
educators' attention, however, of
the use of the following slogan in
their postings:

"From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free."

The above slogan may be
construed by some as a rallying
cry - and others, including the
American Jewish Committee and
the Anti-Defamation League, as
the advocacy of Hamas' declara-
tion to eliminate Israel.

"It calls for the establishment
of a state of Palestine from the

Jordan River to the Mediterrane-
an Sea, erasing the state of Israel
and its people," said the AJC in a
recent statement. "It's also a rally-
ing cry for terroristic groups and
their sympathizers, from the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine to Hamas - which called
for Israel's destruction in its origi-
nal governing charter in 1988."

Phone calls and emails began
pouring into the offices of Mayor
Susan McCartney, Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr, Hayden
Moore and WOHS Principal Os-
car Guerrero.

"We must be mindful that in
order to be true to ourselves and
our unified commitment to our
diverse population many of our
neighbors have been personally
affected by the attacks." said
McCartney Oct. 27. "Our neigh-
bors on both sides of the conflict
have lost family members and
have relatives who have been
called to duty and others who are
missing. As your mayor, [ be-
seech those involved in this event
to honor your community, respect
your neighbors and pay for the
return of the hostages and the
safety of all the innocent people

Non-healing Foot Wounds?
Diabetic Foot Ulcers?

BEFORE

12 WEEKS LATER

We Save the Limbs
that Others Can’t.

John Rundback, MD

Leg or Foot Paln o Gahgrene o Non—Healmg Wounds
Leg Cramping ¢ Skin Discoloration

Prompt treatment is essential to preserving
your long-term health and quality of life.

CALL TODAY: 833.PAD.EXPERT (723.3973)

Endovascular &
Amputation Prevention
Affllated with American Endovascular

americanendovascular.com

Kevin Herman, MD

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:

347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052

who have been affected by the
attack and its aftermath."

West Orange, in the 2020
Census, has six percent of its
48,500 population identifying as
Jewish and three percent as
Muslim.

The student group's original
posts were taken down later that
Thursday, including an attempt-
ed clarification over the slogan:

"Saying 'Free Palestine'
doesn't mean we condone Ha-
mas," said the student statement.
"Palestine and Hamas are NOT
the same thing and we must
work to separate the notion that
they're intertwined in order to
protect Muslim individuals, es-
pecially in our town. We con-
demn the actions of Hamas and
will make this known throughout
our demonstration on Monday
(Oct. 30). When we say 'Free
Palestine,!’ we mean free them
from ALL tyranny, including
Hamas."

The above was replaced on
Friday with a statement that,
"after discussion with admin-
istration and fellow students," to
put off the Oct. 30 walkout:

"The adjustment's intent is
aimed at affording all stakehold-
ers ample time to receive a clear
message of peace and humanity.
We encourage all community
members to continue upholding
the values of our great commu-
nity - peace, unity and unwaver-
ing support for humanity. We
acknowledge how this has upset
the community and want to ad-
dress that before the demonstra-
tion; it was meant to call for
peace and unite the community,
not create division."

Principal Guerrero said he
was one of the officials who
talked with the student organiz-
ers.

"We've met with the student
who posted the original image
and (to) discuss and educate
them on the offensive nature of
the statement in question," said
Guerrero in an open letter to the
WOHS community Oct. 27.
"The original post was removed
and the student agreed not to use
that language in future postings.
Our priority is the safety and
well-being of all students."

(Continued on page 5)
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(973) 395-1441

Family Support Organization of Essex County (FSOEC) offers
support groups and workshops for parents and caregivers of
children with special needs. You're not on this journey alone!

OCTOBER 26: Better Together Dads meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 4th Thursdays to give fathers a safe place for connection

with other passionate dads.

NovEMBER 1: New Family Welcome Group meets 6:30 p.m.

monthly on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays is for caregivers to learn
their guided journey. We introduce our organization, team,

and services.

NovEMBER 7: Nurtured Heart Approach meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 1st Tuesdays for English and Spanish-speaking parents to
connect and address their concerns, questions, and feelings.
NOVEMBER 14: Let's Talk — Parent Support Group meets 6:30

p.m. monthly on 2nd Tuesdays to help parents and caregivers
learn new strategies that effect positive change.

Our activities occur on Zoom and in person, visit our website for the
details: https://bit.ly/fsoecevents

ATTENTION! FSOEC is Hiring Family Partners.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/fsoechiring
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SPORTS WRAP ¢

I

Photos By Felicia
Laguerre Owens

By William Hathaway, Jr.

This past weekend, the New
Jersey college basketball season
opened up with a local Essex
County battle and a charity exhi-
bition on Saturday afternoon at
NJIT. The game was played at
the Wellness / Events Center in
Newark.

The Seton Hall University
men’s basketball team defeated
NJIT by a respectable 68-60.
Leading Seton Hall was guard
Kadary Richmond with 24
points and 9 rebounds on 9-10
from the field. Dre Davis had 19
points and 7 rebounds for the
Pirates while Al-Amir Dawes
had 13 points.

Leading NIJIT was Jake
Goldberg with 12 points and 6
rebounds, along with Adam
Hess’ 16 points and 4 rebounds
and Tariq Francis’ 11 points.

After the game, both head
coaches, Seton Hall’s Shaheen
Holloway and NIJIT’s Grant
Billmeier, praised the game for
being for a good cause.

In the NFL, the “for real”
Snoopy Bowl was played at
MetLife Stadium, but it might as
well have been the Sloppy
Bowl. Despite an injury to start-
ing QB Tyrod Taylor, the Giants
got a rushing TD from NJ native
Tommy DeVito, and held a 10-7
lead going into the late stages of
the game. Big Blue had a chance

to almost ice it, but Graham
Gano missed another field goal.

After being dead for the first
58 minutes and change, the Jets
finally put together a worth-
while drive, and Zach Wilson
was able to clock the ball with
0:01 left. Greg Zuerlein came on
and tied the game at 10-10, forc-
ing overtime.

Other than DeVito’s TD run,

game. After a Giants punt, the

Sloppy Bowl 13-10.
Green is 4-3, and the Giants,

who were the “home” team are : "making inappropriate speeches
now 2-5. They are set to get :
Daniel Jones back, but who

cares at this point?

—

American
Fibroid Centers Kevin Herman, MD

Affiliated with American Endovascular

John Rundback, MD
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STOP SUFFERING

from debilitating fibroid symptoms
WE CAN HELP!

There is a medically safe non-surgical
alternative to hysterectomy:

UTERINE FIBROID EMBOLIZATION (UFE)

Reduces the Size and Symptoms of Fibroids
Minimally Invasive Procedure
Fully Equipped Outpatient Center—NO Hospital Stay
Fewer Complications and Quicker Recovery

CALL OUR EXPERTS TODAY!
833.UFE.EXPERT (833.833.3973)

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:

347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052
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all he could muster in the air i (Continued from page 4)

was -2 yards passing for the :
: minded the organizers and com-

Jets went down and got the E munity that "our school is not

game winning FG, winning a } Sponsoring, supporting or con-

Gang doning the demonstration that
: students had planned." The prin-

: cipal said that cutting class,

Guerrero, that Friday, re-

: or statements" could lead to dis-
: ciplinary action.

"It's important to note that we

: do not tolerate any form of hate
: speech," said Dr. Moore in his
: Oct. 28 open letter. "I express my
: gratitude to the high school ad-
: ministration and advisors for en-
: gaging with our student leaders
to discuss their language used in
: their messaging. I also thank the
: student organizers for recogniz-
ing that the language was offen-
: sive to members of our commu-
: nity and for choosing to postpone
: the demonstration with the aim
of ensuring that the message of
: peace and unity is conveyed ap-
: propriately, without any form of
hate speech."

Some 200 protestors from the

! “Local Talk” and adjacent area
meanwhile held their rally on

Newark City Hall steps Oct. 29.
Members and officials from the
New Afrika Black Panthers and
the Palestinian American Com-
munity Center braved the Sunday
morning rain to demand for an
immediate ceasefire, urging Sen.
Cory A. Booker (D-Newark) to
support a resolution advocating
an end to the violence and for the
U.S. government to stop funding
Israel.

"No one in their right mind
can sit back and let bombs rain
down on men, women, children
and babies and decapitate the
social and political life of Pales-
tine," said NABP Chairman Sha-
ka Zulu. "What Israel is doing is
a crime."

City Hall steps speakers took
turns with protestors chanting the
likes of "Resistance Is Justified
When People are Colonized" and
"We Demand Liberation From
Zionist Occupation.”

"It was a complete blackout
where people were unable to see
what's going on there," said Clif-
ton-based PACC Executive Di-
rector Rania Mustafa of the 36-
hour cutoff of Internet and other
communication channels in Ga-

(Continued on page 18)
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Welcome to Our New Center for
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases

Treating Both
Adults and
Children of

All A s~
AIll Ages

We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
Including
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
And Metabolic Bone Disorders

Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both aduits and children
Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange

Contact us: 973-395-1550 e Orangeheartcenter.net
VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Avenue Tel. 973-378-2266
Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Avenue Tel. 973-374-8807
West Orange: 77 Main Street Tel. 973-324-2090
West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-672-3829

West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552
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HOW ORANGE MISSED OUT ON STATE LIBRARY GONSTRUCTION BOND NONEY

File Phato

By Walier Elliott

ORANGE - Patows, friends and
staff of the Orange Public Li-
by can ooy sigh and ak
themeelves "What 17" whie

" watching construchion develop-
.| ments at some of therr neighbor-

mg towns' ibranes.
Al OPL cardholders with

J cwrent Regional Eacex Bonow-
mg Libranes can zo to the next

towns over o see thew changes,

One can enter the East Or-
amge Publie Libarys Mam
Branch and see §1 mullion worth

Maplewood official: broke
ground in October on replacing
all but the walls of the 1930s-era
split-level Memonal or Mam
Library at 51 Baker St Is
"Library for the 215t Cenfury”
will imerease 1fs seating capacity
by 77 percent and collection
space by four percent m a buld-
ing that will be 33 percent larg-
o

The Newak Public Library
system and the Bellewille and
Nutley bibranies are taking on
smaller sealed but still visible

SOUL SNATCHED: WEEQUAHIC
BEATS SHABAZZ IH SOUL BOWL

SCIENTISTS MAKE MONUMENTAL
BREAKTHROUGH IN NUCLEAR FUSION

By Walter Elliort

NEWARK - "Local Talk" voters
33 0f 222 pm. Nov. 9, unofficial-
Iy tended to reflact statewide and
nztional voting trends.

There were some split tickets
and some pew faces voted m on
the federal through mmmicipal/
school board levels. The partici-
patng registered voters, howevar,

tended to stick with who and what  Marces

they knew - incumbents.
The talhies reman unofficial
Vote By Mail Ballots need to be

at 495 King Blvd before 4 pm.
Nov. 14.

There is also a two week clock
running simee the polls' 8 pm.
Nov. 8 closing. That fortnight is
resarved for any challengas andlor
recounts.

Sl S 11402022

whole or in pard).

Robert ]. "Rob" Menendez,
¥, (D-Englewood) was electad to
succeed the retiring Albio Sires (D
W, New York) as ifs congress-
man by an almost four-to-one ra-
fo.

Menendez, in Esex County,
as of 222 pm Nov. 9, drew
5778 votes for 77.14
Anoyo (R-W. New York)

had the second-highest county tal- [§

Iy at 1,472 votes or 19.65 percent.

Soctalist Warkers Party candi-
date Joapne Eunancky, of W.
Mew York, mustered 83 votes for
L13 percent. Labor Party candi-
date Pablo Olivera, of Mewark
almest broke through the "ome
percent bamier’ with 69 votes
or .92 percent.

Hoboken Libertanan Dan
Delaney, at 34 or 45; Daad W.

Essex County Clerk Cluiste- Cook  (People Over Parties,

pher Durkin reported Wednesday
aftemnoon that 541 of the 565 vot-

By Walter Elhiott

NEWARK - There are 800 Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers Local
431 members who may start see-
ing chares of a collective
$1000000 m thewr mext
paychecks if they have not m
thewr earlier checks since Nov.
n

Roughly 20 percent of New-
ark Public Schools' 4.000 UFT
members will be receiving the §1
mullion from the school district m
the form of sick or personal ome
rembursement and of restored
davs used durmz the 2020-21
global COVID-19 pandemic. The
teacher nmon local's membership
also meludes aides, mechamics
and other staff members.

NPS 15 actually makmg resh-
tufion to the 800 who were told
by district admimistrators to use

Keammy), at 31 or 41 and Jobn V.
Salemo (Truth and Mesit-Tersey

237@! ANRIVSrsSary YEA AN RVQEW

Congresswoman
ki Sherill
was ameng the
imcumbenrs who
won resleciion

Congressman
Donald Payne, Jr.
was also among
thase reelected

ther sick pay and time while they
ware m COVID "isolation” or
“quarantine." They had to leave
ther schools when they were at
loast exposed to the virus from
their students or others,

Arbtrator Robert C. Gifford.
Esq. had awarded the $1 million
in back sick pay and time in his
the district and the wmion Nov.
.

Cafford’s decision ended a

cham of events which started |

when 400 UFT members filed a |

Iabor srievance zzaimst NPS and

the Newark Board of Education |
Oct. 13, 2021. Both sides agreed |

hg:ﬂ:ebmdmgarhilrmm

route, which brought them befora |

the Monmouth Beach lawyer.
Attomeys for the district be-

(Confinued on page 13) |

| Dfiren siak
EQior-In-Chief

Happy Holidays and Happy
MNew Year to all of our readers. [
wizsh a prosperous new year to
you and your family. Alss, as
our tradition, we will not be
prinfing our publication in the
last week of December, as it iz
our vacation week. So, after De-
cember 22, 2022’ publication.
owr new edition will be out on

about 10 years up to 2017 were
previously published by The
New York Times. Now, the re-
furms be refised to release will
be revesled after some contro-
versy. The Democrats aze humy-
ing up because when the Repub-
lican majosity takes over Con-

ress in Janmary, thers will be "

new committess. My mam ques-
tion for Trump's returns was
whether or not Trump did amy-
thing illegal to aveid paying tax-
es. However, so far nothing has
been declared illegal and that the
RS will need more avenues to
find owt our more facts. This
seems strictly pelitical, and it's
nat 3 zood direction couztry for
our country to be zoinz. The par-
tition of the Democrats and the
Republicans will divide further,
and o one can do anything to
help American citizens, who are

tampayers.

Another $45 billion will be
given to Ukrame. Our money is
baing ziven freely to help the
war. Even though Russian Prasi-
dent Putin i5 bad and not trust-
worthy, we should think sbout us
and then use the power we have
in the world to stop the war. It
should mot go the other way
around. helpmg Ukraine to con-
‘finue war and tymng fo ease the
tension as a second step. The
Fussian  Embassy  wams  of

the US sends Patmot nussiles to
Ulraize. Maybe sending Patriot
missiles will help to ease the ten-
sion, but if they are used and
Russia weapons with nuclear
weapons, then it might tum to-
ward a different path.

The U'S. is suing Arizona for
lmmg up shipping contamers en
Mexico’s border to stop illegal
immigrants entering that state.
US. Attomeys stated that the
containers are on federal proper-
ty. Texas is sendmg guards to
stop illesal immigrants, and if
the guards act on federal proper-
ties, they might sue Texas too. I
thmk fhis is another political
agenda However, 20,000 illegal
immigrants 3 day are coming just
to El Paso, Texas along, which
will bust all of us.

President Biden amnounced
38 billion to help stop coal fired
plants and to switch to renewable
energy in Africa. This is very
zood We can give out over a
balf a trillion dollars to Ukraine.
which is in a war. Why not some
to Affica, and we can help them

and continue to bwld Afncan
nations. China iz domg large
busines: in loaning them money
avar the past two decades

Biden said at the US-African
Leader= Sumnmt, “Today's an-
nouncement joined a portfolic of
Parmership for Global Infrastruc-
e Investment projects already
underway in Africa”

The Tabban bas banned

‘women from Ilm"!l'sl‘!ﬂs in AI—

among young people in the coun-
try. The ban will stop the growth
of women in Afshanistan, and it
will be wrong precedent Girls
have alwady been excluded from
secondary schools since the Tali-
ban retmmed last year Soms
women staged protests in the
capital of Kabul on Dec. 21, but
1t did not make any mmpact.

Have a wonderful seeek.

Il talk ro yvou next week.

(75 ]
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LOCAL TOWNS CELEBRATE THEIR
PEACEFUL TRANSITION OF POWER

By Walter Elliort and Scarpa respectnely suc- |

PAGE 10

WEST ORANGE - The hustory
-makmg peaceful tansition of
poliical power is bemg con-
ducted and celebrated bere and
among 12 other elected mumici-
pal and board of education pan-
els across 10 "Local Talk"
towns Jan_ 1-9.

Councilwoman Susan
McCairey became this town-
ship's first woman mavor after
taking her oath of office here at
the Grand Wilshire Hotel just
past 3 pm. Jan 2. The outgong
-term mayor Robert D). Panst.

McCartneys sweannz m
followed the inaugwation of
first-time council members As-
meret Ghebremicael and Susan
Scarpa at the Municipal Build-
ing Council Chamber 11:30

ceeded MeCarmey and Council-

womar Cindy Mamte-Brown.
McCartney and the fully

seated five Township Couneil

menmbers the passed 3 sesies of F

bousekeepmz resclutions.
Wik sesnees il i
‘which members will be haisons
to other governmental agencies
S T2 I I
R i N S
cation and setfing a meeting cal-

West Orange High School Au-
ditorinm Jan 5 at 7:30 pm. for
the sweanng-in of two members
who were elected in the Nov. §
General Election and the ap-
polnfment or reappomtment of 2
board president and vice presi-

BImmﬁgldandG-]mR:dgehap
pen to have both their mumicipal
and school board officers swom
in thes week Their mayoral and/
or conncll elechon cycles comeid-
ed with therr znmal board of
election elections last vear.
Essex County Clerk Chrasto-
pher J. Dwrkin - who may or may

peaceful fransfer of pohh-
cal power here and in some
20,000 other goverzmental bodies
across the country.”

{Continued on page 7)

EAST ORANG
MAN ARRESTED
FOR STABBIN
NEWARK GO

FEOPIE S DHGAN "
CA Gov. Gavin Newsom

touring one of the shooting
sites. Photo via Twitter

homicide, of Tbn Vincent, 37. on
Jan. 19.

BIDEN & OTHERS CELEBRATE hE\VARKJOH‘ISSAYREV[IJEH‘J

"FAVORITE DAUGHTER" MOURNING

The late
Eunice K.
Dwumfour

HUDSON TUNNEL PROJECT

HUDSON
TUNNEL

PAGE 13

AMERICANS UP IN 'I'IIE AIII THOUSANDS PERISH IN

OVER CHINESE SPY BAllllﬂN MASSIVE EARTHQUAKES

Naval personnel collect the downed

Chinese balloon out of the Atlantic.

Class Officer
Tyler Thompson

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Present and former
residents from varions walks in
life here have been remembering
and mourning the loss of Eunice
K. Dwumfour.

Many may so far only know
Dvwumfour, 30, as the Sayreville
councilwoman who was fatally
shot in her car just yards away
from her luxury rental apartment
at 7:17 pm. Feb. 1. The search
for her killer continues as of
press time.

Whoever pumped multiple
gunshots info Dwumfour's late
model Nissan SUV left behind
reverberations that are being felt
across the state and country and

across the ocean 1nto Affica.

Dwumfour's loss is bemg felt
in Sayreville, Trenton, Nigeria
and Newark. Those here i New
Jersey's largest city remember
her as a South Ward girl who
graduated with the Weequahic
High School Class of 2010.

Dwumfour kept her Newark
ties even through her major life
changes.

She moved herself and her
daughter, now 11, to Sayreville
in 2018 but kept her Newark
church membership. She married
Eze Kings Akwue. a Nigerian
pastor-University of Abuja sfu-
dent. in Abuja, Nigeria Nov. 24.

Father Prince and Mother
Mary Dwumfour still live in a

Weequahic apartment building.
Each visit to her parents included
stops in the neighborhood to
check on her former neighbors.
classmates and church members
Eunice Dwumfour was born
March 4. 1992 into a fanuly of
five first-generation Ghanaian-
Americans. She was among the

WHS Class of 2010 top 10 grad-
uates, and wrote under her year-
book phoro that she wanted to be
remembered "for my weirdness
and independence.

Dwumfour first moved onto
the Wayne campus of now-

(Continued on page 11)

HOLDS HAILIL OF FAME
]:NDUCTIDN CEREMONY

: 3 (SR
The wreckage of a collapsed building
in Turkey. Photo By Voice of America
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ANSWERS Sﬂl.IGHT IN DEATH OF
YOUNG NEWARK FOOTBALL PLAYER

By Walter Ellion

NEWAERK - Memones of 12-
vear-old student-athlete Elyah
Meoore - and questions swmound-
mg his Feb. 10 death here at
West S1de Park dunng a football
practice - remain after lus last
ntes were conducted here at the
park Feb. 18 and in Summit Feb.

HONORNGTHEWOMENO REATERNEWARKCITYOFNEWARK
f “CATFISHED” BY

An audience of women

listen fo panelists.

Photos By Dhiren Shah
I

ke most Fndays for Browm

Brown bad ammved bome
from his Sxth Grade studies at
the nearby KIFF: Rise Acadenty
Charter School that aftermoon.
While English and Science were
hus fawonite subjects, be also en-
Joyed smzing, dancing and foot-
ball.

Browm and vounper brother
Davion swmted up for :ﬁmtbal.l

FAKE STATE

FIIHMEH I'IIESIIIENT TRUMP INIIIBTEI]

Becomes First POTUS Ever Charged
wiith & Crirmme During or After Presidemncy

Newark City Council rescinds
mx abatement, puts complex
into receivership.

By Lev D. Zilbermints

NEWARK - Georgia King Vil-
lage residents are vp in amis
over the infestation of their
apartments by rats and mice.
They say that all was okay uatil
construction began on a new
building on the site af the
cormer of Litleton Avenue and
West Market Street. Previously a

SENATOR

million in mortgage financing
from NTHMFA, $16 mllion
from the NTHMFA Special
ticeds Housing Fund, $6 million
from the Hospital Partnership
Subsidy Progtam and $3 million
from the University Hospitl,
$300,000 in HOME funds from
the city of Newark and $300,000
in HOME funds from Essex
County.

According o ROINI, the
development, designed by Alex
Merlucei 2t Inglese Architecture
+ Engineering, will provide 78

RON L.

RICE, LEGEND &
TRAILBLAZER,
GONE AT 77

NEWARK - One of the greatest African

e to lhe community

T
earth at 77 years of age.

Senator Ronald L. Rice was bom De-
cember 18, 1945 in Richmond.
growing up under Jim Crow 1

South, Rice made
sue new avenu

ay up north to pur-
n 1966-70, he was

enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps, and
m 1968-69, he served in the
Presidential and Navy Unit

4

. | 3 : 4

~ Photos Courtesy Charles Hall
: .
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Members of the RWJ Team and
fo cut the

GHANAIAN KING WELCOMED
TO ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE

The visit to Essex County College by
His Majesty, Osagyefuo Amoatia Ofori
Panin, Okyenhene, fiom the Ghanaian
Akyem Abuakwa State on Friday, April 21,
will not be forgotten by all who saw the
awe-inspiring  procession and heard the
King's words. The visit mixed both cenfu-
ties old traditions and a 21st Century cut-
look by His Majesty, who assumed the
Ofori Panin Stool (throne) 1 1999, follow-
ing the death of his brother.

The historic was on full display as the
King and his entourage entered the Newark
campus and moved across the College’s
main forum in a slow procession accompa-
nied by the sounds of a flute and the steady
Deat of drums. A member of his entourage
was enfrusted with a golden staff, topped
with a leopard and the Ofori Panin Stocl.
When the staff is raised, that means the
King is about to speak.

Accompanied by his wife (Nana Asa-
Dbea Ofori-Atta). the King spoke at a small |}
gathering in the College’s Aficana Insti-
tute followed by a public program m Smuth |}
Hall. 3

During his address. the 33th royal ruler |
of Akyem Abuakwa talked about the histo- |
1y of his country - before, during and after
European colonialism - and what the future
can offer. “Hope for all will come when we
make investments in education. The Dest
use of technology is through the education
of all people. But we can’t do that if we
leave our women behind. Change is not for
the faint of heart; we must prepare a better
future for our children.”

The King is a proponent of equal rights
and education for all citizens, and protec-
tion of natural resources.

(Continued on page 7)

His Majesty is flanked by ECC President Emeritns
A, Zachary Yamba (iefy) and current ECC President

grn!m-la' prepare
| ribbon. Photo By Dhiren Shah Augustine A. Boakye. Photo Courtesy ECC

i.

AMAZON PROVIDES $40,000 SCHOLARSHIPS
TO EAST ORANGE STEM ACADEMY SENIORS

WORLD HEALTH

ORGANIZATION

ENDS COVID-19
EMERGENCY

END OF AN ERA:
BLOOMFIELD COLLEGE
HOLDS ITS 150TH, AND LAST,
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
PROTEST LACK OF AFRICAN
AMERICA\ STL DIES FACULTY: PART I

mands most recently 1 2018
a mwovement called Concerned
44 Siadents occcupred Presa-
dent's Hall for 8§ days and T
ozt mmaking thern  DEseossi-
to 1znore. The smadenis
evenfnally received anseeers to
sonse of their demands. TInfor-
tunately, Black stadents on
SHITs campus are shtll cagane=-
iz o 1ve fiomd t=l re—
sources that we are entrtled to.
There has bean no sabstamtal
froma admen

chanze
{istratiom) "

Provess begins May I,
ared

GOOD THINGS ARE HAPPENING
FOR THE CHILDREN AT THE GRAY
CHARTER SCHOOL IN NEWARK

Photos By 4 Fan of Local Talk

LA PEVALS N LONFRARY VTR TRNOUT

By Walter Elliott

MONTCLAIR - Members of the Democratic and Republican parties
have cast their primary ballots by § p.m. Tune 6 - and a majority of them
have decided to keep their established party lines.

Although there were sporadic challenges on the State Legislative, Es-
sex County Commission and East Orange Council levels, they were re-
pelled by candidates who had received both party organizational endorse-
ment and Line A on the ballot.

Tuwo of the longest-serving State Senate members - Richard Codey (D
-Roseland) and Nia Gill (D-Montclair) - werz on a collision course when
their old 34th State Legislative District was redrawn as the new 27th LD.

Gill was hoping for a repeat of her 2003 Democratic primary upset

(Continued on page 8)
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FORMER
PRESIDENT
DONALD
TRUMP
INDICTED

PROPOSED BILLS WOULD MAKE OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT TOOTHLESS

By Lev D. Zilbermints

The Open Public Records
Act, or OPRA for short, may
be in danger of being rendered
toothless by several bills intro-
duced in the New Jersey Legis-
lature on June 15. Depending
on who you talk to, the bills
would eilher update the OPRA,
or make it worthless.

“Local ~ Talk”  checked
nj.com, Politico, and the web-
site of the New Jersey Legisla-
ture for information. What fol-
lows is the result of diligent
research by “Local Talk.”

According to the Govern-
ment Records Council website,
the Open Public Records Act
was passed on January 8, 2002.
It replaced the old “Right To
Know Law” which until then
was used to obtain information.
However, OPRA was passed at

a time when the word “records”
meant reams of paper, not elec-
tronic records. Email was still
new. flash drives did not exist,
and social media, such as it
was, varied greatly from what
is in existence today. There
was no Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok or cell phones as (hey
are known (oday.

State  Assemblyman Joe
Dauielsen  (D-Sowersel)  has
introduced four bills to amend
the Open Public Records Act.
According to the New Jersey
Monitor, Danielsen said that
the bills were the product of a
years-long effort to better pro-
tect privacy and rein in records
requests from commercial busi-
nesses who crush local govern-
ments with large data requests
and then sell that information
for profit.

FIREFIGHTERS MOURNED IN
WAKE OF PORT NEWARK FIRE

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Although the six
day old fire on the Grande Costa
D'Avorio here at Port Newark
has been declared out as of 1
p.n July 11, the investigation on
what caused the car camying
confainer ship's fire is just begin-
ning.

Mourmning for Newark fire-
fighters ~ Augusto  "Augie"
Acabou, 45, and Wayne "Bear"
Brooks, Jr., 49. however, is just
Dbeginning. Although their Funer-
al Masses have been scheduled
1o be respectively held at the Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart on July 12-14, their loss

Elizabeth firefighters. All five
were released from local hospi-
tals by July 8.

US. Coast Guard Port Com-
mander Capt. Zeita Merchant, in
the presence of Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey offi-
cials, declared the fire as being
out on the Italian-registered ship
at 1 pm. Tuesday press confer-
ence.

"While this is a huge mile-
stone, we must not lose sight of
the fact that this is merely the
first step of a long process," said
Merchant. "We now need to con-
sider the salvage and transfer of
the vessel. a process that can be
hazardous and complex."

What the proposed bills
would do to OPRA

According to New Jersey
Monitor, nj.com and the New
Jersey Legislature website, the
four bills Danielsen introduced
on June 15 are A5613, A5614,
A5615, A5615. These bills,
according  to  above-cited
sources, would:

« Extend the deadline for re-
sponse from 7 days to 20.
Provide penalties for indi-
viduals who fail to disclose
if they plan to use records
for commercial purposes.
Limit the number of re-
quests an individual can
make at once and prohibit
anonymous ~ records  re- - - -
quesis. 171l Dist. Assemblyman Joe Danielsen

(D-Somerset) is the architect of the

potential OPRA gutting legislation

(Continued on page 7)

The Coast Guard, Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,
Newark Fire Departinent, and multiple state and area agencies re-
spond fo a fire in Port Newark on the vehicle catrier ship, Grande
Costa D’ Avorio. Fire fighting crews are working fo extinguish the
fire both from the pier and from FDNY fireboats. (U.S. Coast
Guard photo by Dan Henry)

GRANDMASTER, 14,
TAKES ON 29 OPPONENTS
- AT THE SAME TIME

Photo By Lev D. Zilbermints

76222023 o

NEW JERSEY STATE BUDGET
APPROVED BEFORE DEADLINE

3 WAYS THE
GOVERNMENT IS
WASTING MONEY...

IS IT DOUBLE
DIPPING OR
FRAUD?

TERM LIMITS PROPOSED FOR

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
="
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ICON... TRAILBLAZER...
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

k‘:’

SHEILA OLIVER (1952-2023)

By Walter Elliott

EAST ORAN Staff here at
the Sheila Y. Oliver Academy
did not need Acting Gov. Nicho-
las Scutari's executive order to
lower their flags to half-staff
here Tuesday afternoon.

The East Orange School Dis-
trict's elementary school. which
opened in Oliver's name in 2019,
lowered their flags in one of the
first expressions of mourning for
the former school board presi-
dent, Essex County Freeholder,
State Assemblywoman, General
Assembly Speaker and Lieuten-
ant Governor.

to do the same.”

"We're deeply saddened to
hear of the passing of our Lt
Gov. Sheila Y. Oliver," added
EOSD Superintendent Dr. Ab-
dulSaleem Hasan. "Let her dedi-
cation to public service serve as
an inspiration to all of us, espe-
cially our students, to make a
positive difference in the world."

Oliver was executive director
of The Leaguers and an Essex
County College and Caldwell
College teacher when she was
appointed to the EOSD Board of
Education in 1994. Her peers
named her Board Vice President
in 1998 and President in 1999.

SEN, RICHARD
CODEY BIDS
FAREWELLTO

knowledge of government was

Level One Bakery on Bergen

TRHESHA WAY NAMED AS NEW
NJ LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

TRENTON - On Sept. 8. Governor
Phil Murphy announced Secretary of
State Tahesha L. Way as the next
Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey.
In a ceremony in the New Jersey Ex-
ecutive State House, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Way was sworn into her new
tole, which she assumes after the un-

place her, T am deeply proud o ap-
point Secretary of State Tahesha Way
to succeed her as Lieutenant Gover-

nor. Tahesha has been with our ad-

ninistraion from the very beginning,
and her work over the past five and a
half years leading the Department of
State has grown New Jersey’s tour-

=

By Walter Elliott

ORANGE - The Cily of Orange
could become the first New Jer-
sey municipality to have statuto-
1y term limits on its elected offi-
cials if enough valid signatures
on petitions are filed on or by
Aug. 18 and should a majority of
participating voters approve the
public question on the Nov. 7
General Election.

The Committee for Term
Limits in Orange has been out on
its petition signature drive since
receiving the City Clerk's Office
green light July 23. They had
held a drive-through signing at
Monte Irvin Orange Park's Seven
Oaks entrance Aug. 5.

CTLO needs at least 733 sig-
natures (o have their public ques-
tion qualify for the Nov. 7 ballot.

The citizens committee is

7 8-10-2023 &

asking city voters to appmve
legislation where current Orange
and City Council members, who
have been in office seven years
or longer on Dec. 31, would not
be eligible for re-election for at
least four years. That four-year
"cooling off" period includes not
being appointed to municipal
boards or committees.

The public question's net ef-
fect is to keep incumbent mayors
and council members from hold-
ing office beyond two consecu-
tive terms. The proposed law
reflects federal legislation which
has limited the President of the
United States to a pair of four-
year terms. (Congress passed the
22nd Amendment in 1947 after
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had
won four consecutive elections,
died in office in 1945.)

Term limits otherwise on the

federal, New Jersey, county and
municipal levels are currently
done voluntarily. West Orange
Councilman Joe Krakoviak, for
example, let his term expire on
principle afler  two terms.
(Krakoviak unsuccessfully ran
for mayor in 2022.)

A
Office holders, indeed, may
be subject to citizens' recall after
a year in office. Retirement, de-
feat at the polls, a promotion or
health/work/family issues may
otherwise limit incumbents.
CTLO is looking for at least
(Continued on page 5)

ORANGE TERM LIMIT ATTEMPT FAILS
TERM-LIMIT COMMITTEE ENDS

PETITION DRIVE IN ORANGE

By Lev D. Zilbermints

SOUTH ORANGE - A petition
on change.org alleges that Seton
Hall University (SHU) has done
nothing to protect current and
former students from sexual vi-
olence on campus. The petition
was put online by Protecting
Pirates in April 2022. Since
then, the first pefition has re-
ceived at least 763 signatures.
“Local Talk™ reported about
this in its May 19, 2022 edition.
This story is the continuation of
the one from last year.
According to the April 21,
2022 online issue of the Setoni-
an. the student newsletter, Pro-
tecting Pirates was formed in
March 2022. According to an
interview done in May 2022
with former SHU student and
sexual violence survivor Emily
Archibald, Protecting Pirates is
a coalition outside of the univer-

sity. Administrators have not
met with Protecting Pirates.

New Petition Asks
Jor Assistance

According to the new peti-
tion on change.org, Seton Hall
University is not only doing
nothing to address sexual vio-
lence, but actively blocking pro-
posed changes.

The new petition, dated Sep-
tember 2, 2023 reads:

“We need your help once
again.

“It has become clear to us
that Seton Hall University will
only change its ways if it feels
continued pressure from the uni-
versity community. Since our
last protest in April 2022, our
members have been in commu-
nication with students who
served in the Student Govern-
ment Association and attempted

to implement changes outlined in
our petition, shy of demanding an
apology from administration for
consistently failing survivors of
sexual violence. For no logical
reason, there was pushback
against these proposed changes.

“We persist in our fight for an
alternative to the Bilateral No
Contact Order.

“These orders have been ex-
ploited by perpetrators seeking
revenge agamst those who have

(Continued on page 13)

expected passing of Lieutenant Gov- ism economy, uplifted small busi-
emor Sheila Y. Oliver on August 1,  nesses, and strengthened our election
2023 system. Tahesha is the perfect candi-
“Sheila Oliver was the greatest date to join me in fimishing the job
parmer in government [ could have that Sheila and I started.”
ever hoped for, and she leaves incred- “T considered Lieutenant Gover-
ibly big shoes to fill,” said Governor
Murphy. “While no one can truly re-

Photo

(Continued on page 12) Krisropi;er Seals
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Orange Schools
Sgpmuiendent
Gerald Fitzhugh 11

GRAND BPENING OF ESSEX GIIIIN'I'Y
COLLEGE'S WEST ESSEX CAMPUS

NEW YORK - Danuan Williams, the Unit-

of New York, and James Smith, the Assis-
tant Director in Charge of the New York
Field Office of the Federal Burzau of Tnves-
tigation (“FBI”), announced that an Indict-
ment was unsealed Sept. 22 charging U.S.

Menendez, ak/a “Nadine Arslanian” and
three New Jersey businessimen, Wael Hana,

Daibes, with participating 1n a vears-long
bribery scheme ) o for your underhanded dealings.”

Front row from left: Essex County Sheriff Armando Fontoura, Essex County Executive Joseph DiVincenzo,
NJ First Lady Tammy Murphy, NJ Governor Phil Murphy, Essex County College Board of Trustees Chair
Marion A. Bolden, Essex County Prosecutor Theodore Stephens. Photo By Dhiren Slmi:

ISRAEL & HAMAS|
ATWAR

Over 1,000 Dead

and Abducted

U.S. President Biden giving remarks on
the shocking Hamas attack in Israel

NEW LEADERSHIP
IN MMAJOR POSTS
IN NEVVARK

PAGE 7

FBI Assistant Director in Charge James
Smith said: “The FBI has made investigating
public corruption a top priority since our
founding - nothing has changed. The alleged
conduct in this conspiracy damages the pub-
lic’s faith in our system of government and
brings undue scorn to the honest and dedicat-
ed public servants who carry out their duties
on a daily basis. To those melined fo use the
status of their public office for personal ben-
efit, or those willing to provide bribes in an
attempt to gain influence fiom a public offi-
cial, the FBI will ensure that you face the
consequences in the criminal justice system

Wife, Three Others Charged

ed States Attorney for the Southern District

Senator Robert Menendez, his wife Nadine

akla “Will Hana,” Jose Uribe, and Fred

NJ TRANSIT TAKING OVER
24, 31, & 44 BUS ROUTES
il

~10-19-2023
RITE AID FILES
FOR BANKRUPTCY

NEW JERSEY & OTHER
STATES SUE META

PAGE 11
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Charles N. Hall, Jr., President
Proven Track Record
of Excellent Representation

Congratulates

Local Talk Weekly Newspaper

On its

23rd Anniversary

For their Commitment to community service &
Informing the community with hyperlocal news

ALL WORKERS ARE WELCOME!
Supermarket, Maintenance, Retail, Warehouse, Cafeteria, Restaurant,

Transportation, City, County, Parking Authority, Nursing Home & More!

Local 108 is Ready to Represent You. Give us a call to discuss
how we can together make your workplace better.

‘We Care!
24/7 - We Speak English/Spanish/French

973-762-7224 piaL #1 For spanish and #2 For EnglishCNnhalljr108@aol.com

LOCAL 108 * 1576 Springfield Avenue, Maplewood, NJ 07040 * (973) 762-7224
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven gquilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK / ORANGE - A man
known for being present in and
around Newark Penn Station,
and who has a relative in Or-
ange, was arrested by Newark
police Oct. 19 and taken back to
New York City by U.S. Mar-
shals.

NPD arrested Sabir Jones,
39, at the request of the NYPD
in relation to an Oct. 18 New
York City Transit Authority
Subway incident where a 30-
year-old woman was pushed off
the platform at the Fifth Avenue
- West 53rd Street Station onto
the railroad tracks around Noon
that Wednesday.

Eyewitnesses gave a descrip-
tion of the pusher and added that
the suspect was seen "having a
disturbing conversation with
himself" moments before push-
ing the victim unprovoked onto
the path of a departing south-
bound E train - causing the vic-
tim to hit the train with her head
before falling onto the tracks.

The victim was admitted to
New York-Presbyterian Hospital
in critical condition from the
head injuries. The suspect was
also seen in the same station on
surveillance cameras yelling at a
26-year-old man, a student from
Queens, before slugging him and
breaking his jaw. NYCTA E and
F train service was disrupted that
afternoon by the field investiga-
tion.

Authorities said that they had
arrested Jones near one of New-
ark Penn's PATH platforms.
They were tipped off by a citizen
who recognized him and called
911.

Police, said ECPO spokes-
man Robert Florida, said that
Jones has had run-ins with the
law for two decades. His prior
arrests and charges ranged from
panhandling to joyriding, weap-

ons and drug possession and sex-
ual assault.

Older brother Malik Jones,
45, of Orange, said that Sabir
suffers from mental illness but is
"all right when he's taking his
medication."

IRVINGTON - Members of the
Mountainside Police and Union
County  Prosecutor's  Office,
armed with an arrest warrant,
placed a township man into their
custody within days of an Oct. 3
alleged officer dragging incident
at that borough.

MPD Off. Nicholas Hussey
said he had pulled over a Hyun-
dai Sonata 1pm that Tuesday on
Route 22 by Glenside Avenue.
The Sonata did not have a front
license plate and for a malfunc-
tioning  brake light.  Off.
Breanden Carlos joined as back-
up.

Hussey said that the Hyundai
driver could not produce a driv-
er's license, "gave conflicting
information on his identity" and
re-entered his car without police
permission. Off. Carlos tried to
restrain the driver but he drove
away "at a high rate of speed" -
dragging Carlos 50 feet and get-
ting his right foot run over.

Hussey radioed what infor-
mation he had of the Hyundai
and the driver and called for an
ambulance for Carlos. Carlos
was treated at and released from
Summit's Overlook Hospital

Mountainside Police detec-
tives - with the help from col-
leagues in UCPO, Springfield
Police and the Bergen County
Prosecutor's Office - identified
the Sonata driver as James
McMillion, 38, and issued an
arrest warrant.

McMillion has been charged
with aggravated assault of a po-
lice officer, eluding, having a
malfunctioning brake light, miss-
ing a front c\license plate and
related charges.

EAST ORANGE - Boston Mar-
ket, unless it successfully files an
appeal in State Superior Court-
Civil Part, appears to have struck
out here at 471 Central Ave.
"Local Talk" discovered an
eviction order, signed at 9 a.m.,
on the restaurant's front door at
11 am. Oct. 30. Sunrise Equi-
ties, of Golden, CO. had filed an
eviction for the lack of paying
rent the last two months. Alt-
hough the interior lights were on
and furniture in place, the menu

sign board had been taken down,
food was not on display and the
parking lot's employee spaces
remained vacant.

The restaurant, like 27 of its
31 in New Jersey, were closed
by the state Department of Labor
on Aug. 15. They stayed closed
until its Boston Chicken of NIJ
subdivision had paid $2.554 mil-
lion of back wages to its 314 em-
ployees and penalties in full 53
days later.

A "Local Talk" delivery
crew found all but its drive-
through window open on Oct.
12; the managers said they had
been otherwise open for business
since Oct. 11. The crew returned
on Oct. 19 - and found a City of
East Orange "order to close"
sticker on its front door; it had
run afoul of the city's Health De-
partment.

The crew, at 3 p.m. Oct. 26,
found the sticker removed - but
the front door locked.

Sunshine Equities is the real
estate arm of Boston Market
Corp. and owns the franchise's
physical plant. It had similarly
closed restaurants in Howell and
Toms River over rent arrears.

The .7725-acre restaurant at
Central and South Clinton Street
started out as a Gino's Hamburg-
ers/KFC before it was bought by
Sunshine/BM in 1986.

WEST ORANGE - "The Incon-
venience is Temporary - The Im-
provement is Permanent" sign
that used to border the 1960s
construction site of Interstate
280 may well apply to the
change over of the West Orange
Public Library's interim place
here at 80 Main St to its new ad-
dress at 10 Rooney Circle since
Oct. 28.

Oct 28, according to town-
ship announcements, was when
80 Main St closed so library staff
could move its holdings to the
remodeled 10 Rooney Circle by
the Essex Green Shopping Plaza.
The former headquarters of Ry-
der-Lincoln Technical Institute
and Beatrice Foods have been
repurposed for a library and a
DPW garage thanks to $6.196
million financed in part by a
2017 State Library Construction
Bond fund. (WOPL was award-
ed in 2021-22.)

10 Rooney's opening as the
new WOPL, however, has been
postponed from Nov. 1. No rea-
son or a new date has been re-
vealed as of press time.

That reopening has been set
back originally from July in part
because of supply chain issues
holding up HVAC equipment
and other items to be installed.
10 Rooney, when open, will re-
place the 1959 library building at
46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. for a more
central location.

Patrons are being asked to
return materials and for other
services at adjacent BCCLS sis-
ter libraries, including South Or-
ange, Maplewood, Montclair,
Livingston and Millburn. Details
are found at BCCLS.org.
(Orange is under Essex County's
ReBEL interlibrary system.)

SOUTH ORANGE - A 19-year-
old village resident was arrested
and charged with DWI Oct. 24
by Fairfield, Conn. police as the
result of a collision that left him,
an Uber driver and four of his
fellow Sacred Heart University
students injured there Sept.29.

Tyler Delk, said FPD Lt. Ed-
ward Nook, has been charged
with DWI after his breath test
result registered 10 times the le-
gal BAC limit, which is .02 per-
cent for those 21 and older in
Connecticut. He was also
charged with speeding for going
85 mph, reckless driving and
five counts each of assault with a
motor vehicle and reckless en-
dangerment.

Delk was driving a 2018
black Audi S5 convertible that
was going east on Jefferson
Street at 85 mph when he hit a
curb near Park Avenue at about
Midnight Sept. 29. He lost con-
trol from that impact.

The Audi was sent into west-
bound Jefferson - and into the
part of a 2021 white Toyota Co-
rolla being driven by an Uber
driver and carrying five women
who are SHU students - that was
turning onto Jefferson from
Park.

Their collision overturned
the Audi and left all five people
injured. While the other five
were treated for their injuries
and released by Oct. 16, Delk
was admitted to nearby St. Vin-
cent's Hospital with critical inju-
ries.

Delk was charged with the
above counts and posted a
$250,000 court-set bond while
still in St. Vincent's. The Seton
Hall Prep 2022 graduate has a
GoFundMe.com page estab-
lished for his medical expenses -

(Continued on page 19)
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Congratulations

Local Talk

Your 23rd Anniversary!

Thank You for Your Dedication to

Local News & Awareness!

Remember to Vote Line B Democrats to Keep
Principles Over Politics

OVER

!”’4\\

ASSEMBLYWOMAN
BRITNEE N. TIMBERLAKE
DEMOCRAT FOR
NJ STATE SENATE

34th District
East Orange, Orange, Bloomfield, Belleville, Nutley, Glen Ridge

DEMOCRATS LINE B
DO NOT FORGET TO VOTE ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 7TH
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COUNTY COLLEGE
STUDENTS FIRST

ENROLL NOW

TWO GREAT CAMPUSES!

AT ONE OF OUR

: @,
7 .:\

¥ '

MAIN CAMPUS

%* -~ 303 University Ave. Newark, NJ 07102

(973) 877-4477

WEST ESSEX CAMPUS

730 Bloomfield Ave. West Caldwell, NJ 07006

(973) 877-6594

Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on 4f and | “&®¥ouTube

POLICE & GOMMUNITY TEAM UP FOR STOP THE VIOLENCE SOFTBALL GAME

Story & Photo By Thomas Ellis 11

This past Saturday, October 28, was a beauti-
ful day. The weather was in the high 70s, the sun
shining bright, and no rain in sight. It was a great
fall day to play softball, and give back to the
community.

The Enough of the Violence Project, Ivy Hill
Little League, the NPD 6th Precinct and IHNA
held its annual Stop the Violence Game & Com-
munity Cookout. At this game, the 6th Precinct
donated school supplies that was given away to
the children in the community.

The annual Softball game is a great way to
bring the Police and the Ivy Hill Community to-
gether for a great cause with a positive message.
It is just one tool in the community toolbox that
we use to make a difference.

NPD 6th Precinct Community Affairs, NPD
officers, IHLL players, coaches, parents, and the
EOTVP look forward to the game every year,
because it brings unity and put smiles on so
many faces.
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect

DATING APPS
TECHNOLOGY

1. the application of scien-
tific knowledge for practical pur-
poses, especially in industry.

"advances in computer tech-
nology"

- machinery and equipment
developed from the application
of scientific knowledge.

"it will reduce the industry's
ability to spend money on new
technology"

- the branch of knowledge
dealing with engineering or ap-
plied sciences.

On my new quest into the
future, 1 decided that not only
dabbling but building a relation-

ship and perhaps maybe even
marrying technology was the
way to grow. I’ve been playing
around with it for a bit now and I
thought that my new technologi-
cal section called Techy is the
way to grow.

This is a PBA get to know
Technology. Play around with
Al. Date it, mess around with it,
do what you like but you’d best
get with it.

One of the first people I was
able to come on board is the pro-
fessional Muse here donning the
page (Queen Jackie) This theme
and model is a perfect fix.
ChatGPT: He loves me, he loves
me not. He loves me? That first
question popped into my head,

e O
a 8
s &
F B )
= 8
e ©
o ©

and I thought, “brilliant.”
Eavesdrop if you wish or
better yet go and stir up your
own convo. We don’t have to
join them and if we can’t beat
em’ it still really good to know
the difference between I and Al

CONFIDANT
(chat.openai.com)

CHECK OUT HE SAY
SHE SAY...

Andrea - He loves me he
loves me not. He loves me?

ChatGPT - He loves you.
Remember, whether someone
loves you or not can be complex
and isn't always accurately deter-
mined by a simple phrase. It's
important to communicate open-
ly and honestly with the person
to understand their feelings bet-
ter.

I asked it to regenerate... He
loves you! Remember, this little
game of "loves me, loves me

not" is just for fun and doesn't
determine someone's feelings
accurately. If you're unsure
about someone's feelings, it's
always best to have open and

honest communication with
them.
Perhaps Chat, but often-

times one may not be certain
about their own feelings lol. The
kicker is being certain that the
object of that affection is being
open and honest when you com-
municate with them. Store that
one in your database
Sir. (Paused the discussion)
Yeah Chat made a reply but it
was talking out of its neck lol!

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com and type The
Observation Booth, Andrea Dialect and/
or Entertainment Section in the search
bar. If you are interested in participating
in a challenge, project sharing a topic,
news or if you have any questions,
comments or concerns, send them to
localtalkandrea@gmail.com.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR (Cont. from page 5)

za. "So it's our job to elevate their voices and
to elevate what's happening on the ground
there and to end continuous murder."

"There needs to be an immediate cease-
fire," said Samar Adham of the New York-
based Palestinian Youth Movement. "There
needs to be an immediate end to the bombing
Israel has been inflicting on the Gaza strip
the past two weeks. We also believe there
needs to be an end of all U.S. aid to Israel."

A controversial bill is currently circulat-
ing in the U.S. Senate that would allocate
$14 billion to replenish ammunition and
equipment that has been sent over to Israel.
The controversy comes from some U.S. Sen-
ators who want to separate aid for Ukraine's
war effort from the bill and to take the $14
billion from funding part of the IRS.

Booker has not responded to date on
whether he would support an end to the vio-
lence bill. The one-time friend of author and

orthodox "Rabbi to the Stars" Shmuley Bo-
teach had posted an earlier statement: "We
who believe in peace, freedom and human
rights for Palestinians, Israelis and all hu-
mankind, must reject those who use terror as
a weapon."

Booker had been talking about how he
had to run into a hotel stairwell when mis-
siles began falling on Tel Aviv Oct. 7. The
former Newark mayor had to wait a couple
of days to leave Israel.

The Rabbis of the Congregations in
South Orange had held a special public Sab-
bath-ending Havdalah ceremony for resi-
dents in the village's Spiotta Park Oct. 28.
Rabbi and South Orange-Maplewood Clergy
Association President Dan Cohen (Cong.
Shery Tefilio-Israel) was joined by rabbis
Jesse Olitzky (Cong. Beth-El) and Abigail
Treu (Oheb Shalom) in messages of peace
and lighting candles for the some 220 hos-
tages held by Hamas. (The total has grown to
240 Oct. 30.)

South Orange-Maplewood mothers Jessi-
ca Pace and Hanna Zollman are counting
results of the virtual SOMA Auction for Isra-
el that was held online Oct. 20-30. Around
100 local businesses and individuals held up
their goods and/or services to the highest
bidder with proceeds going to the West Or-
ange-headquartered Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ. Emergency Fund for
Israel.

Results figures were not available as of
press time. Pace and Zollman had set an
$18,000 goal.

You may see an increased local police
presence at your house of worship the past
three weeks or so. Montclair Police Chief
Todd Conforti, while saying "there is no
known direct threat," to the township, he has
increased his officers' presence "at all houses
of worship, schools and locations with the
potential for large gatherings" through
Montclair.
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TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 15)
but not for his defense.

MAPLEWOOD - "Local Talk" had a
ringside seat to QuickChek Corp.'s closing
of its S51-year-old store here at 1545
Springfield Ave. since Oct. 20. The future
of the property on the corner of Springfield
and Boyden avenues, as of press time, re-
mains as much a mystery as its swift clos-
ing.
One "Local Talk" staffer, on Oct. 19,
got a tip off from QC corporate in his
QuickChek app that Thursday. He received
a "Thank you for your patronage" message
and a one-day offer for free coffee. The
message did not say why this particular
store was being shuttered.

Another "Local Talk" member passed
by the southeastern corner store Oct. 23
and found rubber cones blocking the park-
ing lot apron. Looking past the handwritten
"Closed" sign on the front door, one saw
the shelves stripped bare, most signage re-
moved and the soda machines' blinking red
"empty" lights. Trucks from corporate or,
like Advanced Demolition, came and went
the following week to remove kitchen
equipment or fill up two 30-cubic-foot
dumpsters.

The standalone QC No. 18 was built in
1972 like others mostly found in Union
County. The convenience store held 3,864
square feet on a .179-acre lot. While the
Whitehouse Station headquartered compa-
ny stayed within New Jersey, it had re-
placed some of those 1970s-vintage stores
with larger ones that doubled as service
stations or sold them off to independents.

QC 18 did get competition from the 7-
Eleven at 1712 Springfield since 2011 - but
Wawa's building one of its own conven-
ience/gas stations at 1511 Springfield a
block east in 2016-17 may have been the
game changer. The 5,600 sq. ft. store and
filling station stood on a 1.577 acre lot
where a plumbing supply store and a gym
stood.

QC Corporate has not said why they
closed Store No. 18. They had a store on
Raymond Plaza, 516-44 Raymond Blvd.,
Newark from its 2005 opening until clos-
ing in 2021. It had closed its 501 Washing-
ton Ave., Belleville store last summer in
anticipation of opening a newer store and
station off Main and Stephens streets,
where the old School No. 1 stood, by this
year's end.

Those still wanting a fresh QC sand-
wich or coffee are directed by the corpo-
rate website to more modern stores in
Bloomfield or Montclair - or stores in adja-
cent Union, Harrison, Kearny or Clifton
outside of "Local Talk" Land.

BLOOMFIELD - A Flower cross has
been taped around the traffic light on the
southwest corner of Bloomfield Avenue
and Grove Street since Oct. 21 in memory

of Ampere resident and traffic accident
victim Nelly Fernandez Malo.

Malo, 60, died of her injuries after a
collision with a motor vehicle at that cor-
ner Oct. 20.

Born Jan. 19, 1963, Malo was given
her last rites Oct. 26-27. Her visitation
was held that Thursday at Newark's La
Funeraria Villa Americas. Her Funeral
Mass was held at St. Xavier Roman Cath-
olic church, followed by burial at North
Arlington's Holy Cross Cemetery that Fri-
day.

Malo's passing was mourned by rela-
tives and friends here and in her native
Ecuador. Daughter Mayra, on Oct. 24,
said that she knows of five traffic deaths
at that intersection and appealed to mayor
Michael Venezia for the crossing's correc-
tion.

No charges had been charged by the
ECPO, nor by the Bloomfield Police De-
partment, against the motorist - who had
stayed at the scene.

MONTCLAIR / GLEN RIDGE - Au-
thorities here and with ECPO have not
revealed the name of the 85-year-old
woman who suffered a traffic accident in
Upper Montclair Oct. 28 and had died the
same day at Mountainside Hospital.

Montclair police were called to the
intersection of Bellevue Avenue and Park
Street at about 10 a.m. Saturday. They
found the pedestrian and a motor vehicle
with its driver inside.

MPD called for units from the town-
ship fire department and local EMS, who
took the victim to Glen Ridge's Hack-
ensack University Meridian Mountainside
Medical Center. The patient was declared
dead there by 1 p.m.

The unidentified motorist, who stayed
at the scene, has cooperated with police
and, later, ECPQO's Accident Investigation
Unit. The driver, as of press time, has not
been charged.

The incident happened about a block
east of the Buzz Aldrin Middle School; no
school activity was affected.

BELLEVILLE - What some locals and
television fans call "The Sopranos Funeral
Home" here at 274-78 Washington Ave.
may have taken one step closer to change,
or oblivion, by a Township Council vote
here Oct. 24.

The Township Council Tuesday night
had approved Resolution 273-2023,
which designated Premier Developers,
LLC, of Englewood Cliffs, as redeveloper
"of certain properties of the Township."

At-Large Councilman Thomas Grazi-
ano and Third Ward Councilman Vincent
Cozzarelli understandably abstained for
different reasons. The latter abstained be-
cause a former family property would be
affected; the former in an act of con-
sciousness.

The passed resolution gives Premier

the green light to come up with plans for the for-
mer Cozzarelli-Irvine  Funeral Home for
Belleville's Council and Planning Board to consid-
er. The home, which was used as a location set for
HBO's "The Sopranos," has been closed since
2022. The council received a recommendation
from Daugherty Planning & Development where
274-78 Washington, its driveway and the house
behind it at 163 Valley Street become " a non-
condemnable area in need of redevelopment, Feb.
8.

Premier was the developer of the Essex apart-
ment building, the nearly complete five-story, 158
unit structure that rose from a former used car
parking lot at 102 Washington.

Premier had thrown "A Better Belleville 2022"
campaign fundraising cocktail party for Mayor
Michael Melham, Graziano and Deputy Mayor
Naomy DePena. Graziano and Cozzarelli had ab-
stained from a Sept. 27, 2022 vote that awarded
Daugherty the AINOR study.

* 2+ e e+ s

Stop Bank Levies!
Stop Wage Garnishments!
Stop Creditor Harassment m
Prevent Auto Repossessions
ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.
FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
142 Lafayette Street
Newark, NJ 07102
973-342-6653

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
Stop Foreclosurell
Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
Restore Driving Privileges
Call
DAVID WITHERSPOON
Attorney-at-Law
973-489-9005
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL
MAY REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

www.bellaitaliarestaurantnj.com

Banquet Facilities & Fine Dining

Phone: 973-676-4300 / 973-678-5538 535 Central Avenue
Fax:  973-678-2673 Orange, NJ 07050
Near Rte. 280 and The West Orange Line

LOCAL TALK
PRONTING

= Business Cards = Letterheads

= Color Copies = AD Journals DHIREN SHAH

= Flyers = Envelopes Ambassador for Peace

= T-Shirts = Banners -mbassador for feace

- Color Printing « Tickets Publllslher / E.dltor—lm—Chlef
« Posters - Signs In Printing Business Since 1985
« Newspapers « Promotional www.localtalkweekly.com

1576 Springfield Ave.
Maplewood, NJ 07040
Email: localtalk@aol.com

Tel. (973) 622-1111
Cell: (973) 280-7547
Fax: (973) 622-1120
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Your new medical team has arrived and we're
open 7 days a week.

At American Family Care, we’re standing by and ready to treat you and
your family right now. Great health care is just around the corner from
where you are, early or late, seven days a week.

Our Services AFC Bloomfield

o Urgent Care 220 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, Nj 07003
e Family Care 862-283-0000 | afcurgentcare.com/bloomfield
* On-site X-ray No appointment needed.

e Labs & Testing M-F: 8am to 8pm, S-S: 8am to 5pm

e Vaccinations

e Occupational Medicine
e School/Sports Physicals
e and more

@ “ :ﬁ &)f /} G omericoily care’

URGENT X-RAY SERVICES LAB SERVICES VACCINATIONS OCCUPATIONAL MOST INSURANCE
CARE ON-SITE ON-SITE & PHYSICALS MEDICINE PLANS ACCEPTED U RG E NT CAR E
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