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By Walter Elliott  
 
WEST ORANGE - The indefinite postponing of a sched-
uled Oct. 31 student walkout from West Orange High 
School in support of Palestinians in Gaza over the preceding 
weekend here was a rare stay of other local partisan shows 
of support in the Israel-Hamas War here. 

There was an Oct. 29 rally held on the steps on Newark 
City Hall, for example, calling for a ceasefire on Gaza. A 
virtual "SOMA Auction for Israel" was held Oct. 20-30 to 
benefit the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ's 
Israel Emergency Fund here, South Orange and Maplewood. 

An unnamed group of WOHS students started Oct. 26 
with the posting of the Oct. 30 walkout but ended up issuing 
two statements and a postponement announcement before 
that Oct. 26's school day had ended. 

The group posted on the private West Orange 411 and 
West Orange 07052 Facebook pages to urge students to 
walkout during Monday's class schedule and assemble for a 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Hello Readers, 
 
Local Talk is celebrating its 

23rd anniversary as of Novem-
ber 1, 2023. Our newspaper will 
be in the people’s hands on No-
vember 3rd, 2023. On behalf of 
Local Talk’s staff and myself, I 
thank each one of you for sup-
porting Local Talk and allowing 
us to be as part of your lives. 
Local Talk became a household 
name by bringing hyperlocal 
news. Also, I must thank all of 
our advertisers for supporting a 
weekly print newspaper in our 
area. Digital media is taking 
over, I understand, but at the 
same time we must keep reading 
newspapers and books to rejuve-
nate our brain. It’s an exercise of 
the brain, which you will under-
stand as you grow older. 

$60 for one (1) year 
Send your name, address and check or money order to: 

Local Talk Weekly Newspaper • 1576 Springfield Avenue 
Maplewood, NJ 07040 • Tel: 973-622-1111 

Sunny  Mostly Sunny  Partly Cloudy  Partly Cloudy  Partly Cloudy  Rainy More Rain 

elected officials lately are favor-
ing the Democrats or the Repub-
licans, whichever party they are 
elected from. I think there is no 
righteousness. In the Local Talk 
area, the majority of the area is 
favoring the Democrats. People 
vote for the candidates over and 
over again without looking at 
their work or credibility. Most of 
the elected officials know how to 
convey the messages given by 
their leaders. Most of the time, 
they do not even think as to 
whether the message is right or 
wrong, but it has been given to 
them and they follow their lead-
ers (or bosses). 

To improve the quality of life 
for the people who reside in the 
elected officials’ constituency, 
the elected officials must work 
for the benefit of the people. I 
think most of the time they do 
not. They do work for the pur-
pose of getting elected again, 
showing the people that they are 
working. In my opinion, they are 
using their level of power and 
influence only 10 to 20% for the 

benefit of the people. But 70 to 
90% of people vote for them 
without thinking of their com-
plete work.  

Most of the elected officials 
are richer than they were before 
the first time getting elected. 
Most of the elected officials are 
getting elected on their name 
recognition only. They are the 
rule-makers, so they make the 
resolutions for protecting them-
selves and their supporters who 
back up them up with money for 
their election. So, I appeal to the 
people to judge the officials who 
you are electing. Do not blindly 
vote for someone. 

I am writing all of this be-
cause my goal did not change. 
My goal is to uplift the quality of 
life for the people as whole. I do 
not seek to offend, but I only 
want things to get better for us.  

 
Have a wonderful week. 

 
I’ll talk to you next time.  

The Israel-Hamas war is on 
everyone’s mind right now. Let 
me quote some data I collected 
for your knowledge. New Jer-
sey’s land area is 7,354 square 
miles (Population 9,255,437) * 
Israel’s land area is 8,019 Square 
Miles (Population 9,174,520) * 
The Gaza Strip’s land area is 141 
sq miles (Population 2.2 million) 
* Palestine’s land area, including 
the West Bank, is 2,324 square 
miles (Population 5,371,230) * 
The West Bank population is 
3.25 million. The area of the Ga-
za Strip is close to Essex Coun-
ty’s land area of 129.4 mi 
(Population 805,889). The Gaza 
strip is the most populated area 
in the world. Hamas is control-
ling the Strip. However, not all 
the people who live in the Gaza 
Strip are part of Hamas. So, we 
should think about the humani-
tarian aspects of it as well. 

When we are electing any 
representative, Congress or Sen-
ate, they should represent every-
one within their constituency. 
However, the majority of the 
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rally at adjacent Joe Suriano Sta-
dium. Their interest was to make 
a public show of support to Pal-
estinians in Gaza - which has 
been undergoing an aerial attack 
and border incursion by the Israe-
li Defense Force in the last 24 
days or so. 

The group's statement did not 
mention the Oct. 7 land, sea and 
air attack of southern Israel by 
Hamas fighters which caused the 
death of 1,400 people and trig-
gered the Israeli government's 
retribution and embargo in Gaza. 

What got township elders and 
educators' attention, however, of 
the use of the following slogan in 
their postings: 

"From the river to the sea, 
Palestine will be free." 

The above slogan may be 
construed by some as a rallying 
cry - and others, including the 
American Jewish Committee and 
the Anti-Defamation League, as 
the advocacy of Hamas' declara-
tion to eliminate Israel. 

"It calls for the establishment 
of a state of Palestine from the 

Jordan River to the Mediterrane-
an Sea, erasing the state of Israel 
and its people," said the AJC in a 
recent statement. "It's also a rally-
ing cry for terroristic groups and 
their sympathizers, from the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine to Hamas - which called 
for Israel's destruction in its origi-
nal governing charter in 1988." 

Phone calls and emails began 
pouring into the offices of Mayor 
Susan McCartney, Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr, Hayden 
Moore and WOHS Principal Os-
car Guerrero. 

"We must be mindful that in 
order to be true to ourselves and 
our unified commitment to our 
diverse population many of our 
neighbors have been personally 
affected by the attacks." said 
McCartney Oct. 27. "Our neigh-
bors on both sides of the conflict 
have lost family members and 
have relatives who have been 
called to duty and others who are 
missing. As your mayor, I be-
seech those involved in this event 
to honor your community, respect 
your neighbors and pay for the 
return of the hostages and the 
safety of all the innocent people 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR 

(Continued from page 1) 

who have been affected by the 
attack and its aftermath." 

West Orange, in the 2020 
Census, has six percent of its 
48,500 population identifying as 
Jewish and three percent as 
Muslim. 

The student group's original 
posts were taken down later that 
Thursday, including an attempt-
ed clarification over the slogan: 

"Saying 'Free Palestine' 
doesn't mean we condone Ha-
mas," said the student statement. 
"Palestine and Hamas are NOT 
the same thing and we must 
work to separate the notion that 
they're intertwined in order to 
protect Muslim individuals, es-
pecially in our town. We con-
demn the actions of Hamas and 
will make this known throughout 
our demonstration on Monday 
(Oct. 30). When we say 'Free 
Palestine,' we mean free them 
from ALL tyranny, including 
Hamas." 

The above was replaced on 
Friday with a statement that, 
"after discussion with admin-
istration and fellow students," to 
put off the Oct. 30 walkout: 

"The adjustment's intent is 
aimed at affording all stakehold-
ers ample time to receive a clear 
message of peace and humanity. 
We encourage all community 
members to continue upholding 
the values of our great commu-
nity - peace, unity and unwaver-
ing support for humanity. We 
acknowledge how this has upset 
the community and want to ad-
dress that before the demonstra-
tion; it was meant to call for 
peace and unite the community, 
not create division." 

Principal Guerrero said he 
was one of the officials who 
talked with the student organiz-
ers. 

"We've met with the student 
who posted the original image 
and (to) discuss and educate 
them on the offensive nature of 
the statement in question," said 
Guerrero in an open letter to the 
WOHS community Oct. 27. 
"The original post was removed 
and the student agreed not to use 
that language in future postings. 
Our priority is the safety and 
well-being of all students." 

(Continued on page 5) 



 

By William Hathaway, Jr. 
 
This past weekend, the New 

Jersey college basketball season 
opened up with a local Essex 
County battle and a charity exhi-
bition on Saturday afternoon at 
NJIT. The game was played at 
the Wellness / Events Center in 
Newark.  

The Seton Hall University 
men’s basketball team defeated 
NJIT by a respectable 68-60. 
Leading Seton Hall was guard 
Kadary Richmond with 24 
points and 9 rebounds on 9-10 
from the field. Dre Davis had 19 
points and 7 rebounds for the 
Pirates while Al-Amir Dawes 
had 13 points. 

Leading NJIT was Jake 
Goldberg with 12 points and 6 
rebounds, along with Adam 
Hess’ 16 points and 4 rebounds 
and Tariq Francis’ 11 points. 

After the game, both head 
coaches, Seton Hall’s Shaheen 
Holloway and NJIT’s Grant 
Billmeier, praised the game for 
being for a good cause. 

In the NFL, the “for real” 
Snoopy Bowl was played at 
MetLife Stadium, but it might as 
well have been the Sloppy 
Bowl. Despite an injury to start-
ing QB Tyrod Taylor, the Giants 
got a rushing TD from NJ native 
Tommy DeVito, and held a 10-7 
lead going into the late stages of 
the game. Big Blue had a chance 

to almost ice it, but Graham 
Gano missed another field goal. 

After being dead for the first 
58 minutes and change, the Jets 
finally put together a worth-
while drive, and Zach Wilson 
was able to clock the ball with 
0:01 left. Greg Zuerlein came on 
and tied the game at 10-10, forc-
ing overtime. 

Other than DeVito’s TD run, 
all he could muster in the air 
was -2 yards passing for the 
game. After a Giants punt, the 
Jets went down and got the 
game winning FG, winning a 
Sloppy Bowl 13-10. Gang 
Green is 4-3, and the Giants, 
who were the “home” team are 
now 2-5. They are set to get 
Daniel Jones back, but who 
cares at this point?  
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Photos By Felicia 
Laguerre Owens  

Guerrero, that Friday, re-
minded the organizers and com-
munity that "our school is not 
sponsoring, supporting or con-
doning the demonstration that 
students had planned." The prin-
cipal said that cutting class, 
"making inappropriate speeches 
or statements" could lead to dis-
ciplinary action. 

"It's important to note that we 
do not tolerate any form of hate 
speech," said Dr. Moore in his 
Oct. 28 open letter. "I express my 
gratitude to the high school ad-
ministration and advisors for en-
gaging with our student leaders 
to discuss their language used in 
their messaging. I also thank the 
student organizers for recogniz-
ing that the language was offen-
sive to members of our commu-
nity and for choosing to postpone 
the demonstration with the aim 
of ensuring that the message of 
peace and unity is conveyed ap-
propriately, without any form of 
hate speech." 

Some 200 protestors from the 
“Local Talk” and adjacent area 
meanwhile held their rally on 

Newark City Hall steps Oct. 29. 
Members and officials from the 
New Afrika Black Panthers and 
the Palestinian American Com-
munity Center braved the Sunday 
morning rain to demand for an 
immediate ceasefire, urging Sen. 
Cory A. Booker (D-Newark) to 
support a resolution advocating 
an end to the violence and for the 
U.S. government to stop funding 
Israel. 

"No one in their right mind 
can sit back and let bombs rain 
down on men, women, children 
and babies and decapitate the 
social and political life of Pales-
tine," said NABP Chairman Sha-
ka Zulu. "What Israel is doing is 
a crime." 

City Hall steps speakers took 
turns with protestors chanting the 
likes of "Resistance Is Justified 
When People are Colonized" and 
"We Demand Liberation From 
Zionist Occupation." 

"It was a complete blackout 
where people were unable to see 
what's going on there," said Clif-
ton-based PACC Executive Di-
rector Rania Mustafa of the 36-
hour cutoff of Internet and other 
communication channels in Ga-

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Con nued on page 18) 
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NEWARK / ORANGE - A man 
known for being present in and 
around Newark Penn Station, 
and who has a relative in Or-
ange, was arrested by Newark 
police Oct. 19 and taken back to 
New York City by U.S. Mar-
shals. 

NPD arrested Sabir Jones, 
39, at the request of the NYPD 
in relation to an Oct. 18 New 
York City Transit Authority 
Subway incident where a 30-
year-old woman was pushed off 
the platform at the Fifth Avenue 
- West 53rd Street Station onto 
the railroad tracks around Noon 
that Wednesday. 

Eyewitnesses gave a descrip-
tion of the pusher and added that 
the suspect was seen "having a 
disturbing conversation with 
himself" moments before push-
ing the victim unprovoked onto 
the path of a departing south-
bound E train - causing the vic-
tim to hit the train with her head 
before falling onto the tracks. 

The victim was admitted to 
New York-Presbyterian Hospital 
in critical condition from the 
head injuries. The suspect was 
also seen in the same station on 
surveillance cameras yelling at a 
26-year-old man, a student from 
Queens, before slugging him and 
breaking his jaw. NYCTA E and 
F train service was disrupted that 
afternoon by the field investiga-
tion. 

Authorities said that they had 
arrested Jones near one of New-
ark Penn's PATH platforms. 
They were tipped off by a citizen 
who recognized him and called 
911. 

Police, said ECPO spokes-
man Robert Florida, said that 
Jones has had run-ins with the 
law for two decades. His prior 
arrests and charges ranged from 
panhandling to joyriding, weap-

ons and drug possession and sex-
ual assault. 

Older brother Malik Jones, 
45, of Orange, said that Sabir 
suffers from mental illness but is 
"all right when he's taking his 
medication." 

 
IRVINGTON - Members of the 
Mountainside Police and Union 
County Prosecutor's Office, 
armed with an arrest warrant, 
placed a township man into their 
custody within days of an Oct. 3 
alleged officer dragging incident 
at that borough. 

MPD Off. Nicholas Hussey 
said he had pulled over a Hyun-
dai Sonata 1pm that Tuesday on 
Route 22 by Glenside Avenue. 
The Sonata did not have a front 
license plate and for a malfunc-
tioning brake light. Off. 
Breanden Carlos joined as back-
up. 

Hussey said that the Hyundai 
driver could not produce a driv-
er's license, "gave conflicting 
information on his identity" and 
re-entered his car without police 
permission. Off. Carlos tried to 
restrain the driver but he drove 
away "at a high rate of speed" - 
dragging Carlos 50 feet and get-
ting his right foot run over. 

Hussey radioed what infor-
mation he had of the Hyundai 
and the driver and called for an 
ambulance for Carlos. Carlos 
was treated at and released from 
Summit's Overlook Hospital 

Mountainside Police detec-
tives - with the help from col-
leagues in UCPO, Springfield 
Police and the Bergen County 
Prosecutor's Office - identified 
the Sonata driver as James 
McMillion, 38, and issued an 
arrest warrant. 

McMillion has been charged 
with aggravated assault of a po-
lice officer, eluding, having a 
malfunctioning brake light, miss-
ing a front c\license plate and 
related charges. 

 
EAST ORANGE - Boston Mar-
ket, unless it successfully files an 
appeal in State Superior Court-
Civil Part, appears to have struck 
out here at 471 Central Ave. 

"Local Talk" discovered an 
eviction order, signed at 9 a.m., 
on the restaurant's front door at 
11 a.m. Oct. 30. Sunrise Equi-
ties, of Golden, CO. had filed an 
eviction for the lack of paying 
rent the last two months. Alt-
hough the interior lights were on 
and furniture in place, the menu 

sign board had been taken down, 
food was not on display and the 
parking lot's employee spaces 
remained vacant. 

The restaurant, like 27 of its 
31 in New Jersey, were closed 
by the state Department of Labor 
on Aug. 15. They stayed closed 
until its Boston Chicken of NJ 
subdivision had paid $2.554 mil-
lion of back wages to its 314 em-
ployees and penalties in full 53 
days later. 

A "Local Talk" delivery 
crew found all but its drive-
through window open on Oct. 
12; the managers said they had 
been otherwise open for business 
since Oct. 11. The crew returned 
on Oct. 19 - and found a City of 
East Orange "order to close" 
sticker on its front door; it had 
run afoul of the city's Health De-
partment. 

The crew, at 3 p.m. Oct. 26, 
found the sticker removed - but 
the front door locked. 

Sunshine Equities is the real 
estate arm of Boston Market 
Corp. and owns the franchise's 
physical plant. It had similarly 
closed restaurants in Howell and 
Toms River over rent arrears. 

The .7725-acre restaurant at 
Central and South Clinton Street 
started out as a Gino's Hamburg-
ers/KFC before it was bought by 
Sunshine/BM in 1986. 

 
WEST ORANGE - "The Incon-
venience is Temporary - The Im-
provement is Permanent" sign 
that used to border the 1960s 
construction site of Interstate 
280 may well apply to the 
change over of the West Orange 
Public Library's interim place 
here at 80 Main St to its new ad-
dress at 10 Rooney Circle since 
Oct. 28. 

Oct 28, according to town-
ship announcements, was when 
80 Main St closed so library staff 
could move its holdings to the 
remodeled 10 Rooney Circle by 
the Essex Green Shopping Plaza. 
The former headquarters of Ry-
der-Lincoln Technical Institute 
and Beatrice Foods have been 
repurposed for a library and a 
DPW garage thanks to $6.196 
million financed in part by a 
2017 State Library Construction 
Bond fund. (WOPL was award-
ed in 2021-22.) 

10 Rooney's opening as the 
new WOPL, however, has been 
postponed from Nov. 1. No rea-
son or a new date has been re-
vealed as of press time. 

That reopening has been set 
back originally from July in part 
because of supply chain issues 
holding up HVAC equipment 
and other items to be installed. 
10 Rooney, when open, will re-
place the 1959 library building at 
46 Mt. Pleasant Ave. for a more 
central location. 

Patrons are being asked to 
return materials and for other 
services at adjacent BCCLS sis-
ter libraries, including South Or-
ange, Maplewood, Montclair, 
Livingston and Millburn. Details 
are found at BCCLS.org. 
(Orange is under Essex County's 
ReBEL interlibrary system.) 

 
SOUTH ORANGE - A 19-year-
old village resident was arrested 
and charged with DWI Oct. 24 
by Fairfield, Conn. police as the 
result of a collision that left him, 
an Uber driver and four of his 
fellow Sacred Heart University 
students injured there Sept.29. 

Tyler Delk, said FPD Lt. Ed-
ward Nook, has been charged 
with DWI after his breath test 
result registered 10 times the le-
gal BAC limit, which is .02 per-
cent for those 21 and older in 
Connecticut. He was also 
charged with speeding for going 
85 mph, reckless driving and 
five counts each of assault with a 
motor vehicle and reckless en-
dangerment. 

Delk was driving a 2018 
black Audi S5 convertible that 
was going east on Jefferson 
Street at 85 mph when he hit a 
curb near Park Avenue at about 
Midnight Sept. 29. He lost con-
trol from that impact. 

The Audi was sent into west-
bound Jefferson - and into the 
part of a 2021 white Toyota Co-
rolla being driven by an Uber 
driver and carrying five women 
who are SHU students - that was 
turning onto Jefferson from 
Park. 

Their collision overturned 
the Audi and left all five people 
injured. While the other five 
were treated for their injuries 
and released by Oct. 16, Delk 
was admitted to nearby St. Vin-
cent's Hospital with critical inju-
ries. 

Delk was charged with the 
above counts and posted a 
$250,000 court-set bond while 
still in St. Vincent's. The Seton 
Hall Prep 2022 graduate has a 
GoFundMe.com page estab-
lished for his medical expenses - 

(Continued on page 19) 

DISCLAIMER: The following items are 
primarily drawn from first responders. 
Responders' accounts may not be their 
full activity range. Grand juries hand 
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named 
suspects/defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.  
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Congratulations 
to 

Local Talk 
On 

Your 23rd Anniversary! 
 

Thank You for Your Dedication to 
 

Local News & Awareness! 
 

Remember to Vote Line B Democrats to Keep 
Principles Over Politics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSEMBLYWOMAN 
BRITNEE N. TIMBERLAKE 

DEMOCRAT FOR 
NJ STATE SENATE 

34th District 
East Orange, Orange, Bloomfield, Belleville, Nutley, Glen Ridge 

DEMOCRATS LINE B 
DO NOT FORGET TO VOTE ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 7TH 
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Story & Photo By Thomas Ellis II 
 

This past Saturday, October 28, was a beauti-
ful day. The weather was in the high 70s, the sun 
shining bright, and no rain in sight. It was a great 
fall day to play softball, and give back to the 
community. 

The Enough of the Violence Project, Ivy Hill 
Little League, the NPD 6th Precinct and IHNA 
held its annual Stop the Violence Game & Com-
munity Cookout. At this game, the 6th Precinct 
donated school supplies that was given away to 
the children in the community. 

The annual Softball game is a great way to 
bring the Police and the Ivy Hill Community to-
gether for a great cause with a positive message. 
It is just one tool in the community toolbox that 
we use to make a difference. 

NPD 6th Precinct Community Affairs, NPD 
officers, IHLL players, coaches, parents, and the 
EOTVP look forward to the game every year, 
because it brings unity and put smiles on so 
many faces.  

Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on     and  
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za. "So it's our job to elevate their voices and 
to elevate what's happening on the ground 
there and to end continuous murder." 

"There needs to be an immediate cease-
fire," said Samar Adham of the New York-
based Palestinian Youth Movement. "There 
needs to be an immediate end to the bombing 
Israel has been inflicting on the Gaza strip 
the past two weeks. We also believe there 
needs to be an end of all U.S. aid to Israel." 

A controversial bill is currently circulat-
ing in the U.S. Senate that would allocate 
$14 billion to replenish ammunition and 
equipment that has been sent over to Israel. 
The controversy comes from some U.S. Sen-
ators who want to separate aid for Ukraine's 
war effort from the bill and to take the $14 
billion from funding part of the IRS. 

Booker has not responded to date on 
whether he would support an end to the vio-
lence bill. The one-time friend of author and 

orthodox "Rabbi to the Stars" Shmuley Bo-
teach had posted an earlier statement: "We 
who believe in peace, freedom and human 
rights for Palestinians, Israelis and all hu-
mankind, must reject those who use terror as 
a weapon." 

Booker had been talking about how he 
had to run into a hotel stairwell when mis-
siles began falling on Tel Aviv Oct. 7. The 
former Newark mayor had to wait a couple 
of days to leave Israel. 

The Rabbis of the Congregations in 
South Orange had held a special public Sab-
bath-ending Havdalah ceremony for resi-
dents in the village's Spiotta Park Oct. 28. 
Rabbi and South Orange-Maplewood Clergy 
Association President Dan Cohen (Cong. 
Shery Tefilio-Israel) was joined by rabbis 
Jesse Olitzky (Cong. Beth-El) and Abigail 
Treu (Oheb Shalom) in messages of peace 
and lighting candles for the some 220 hos-
tages held by Hamas. (The total has grown to 
240 Oct. 30.) 

South Orange-Maplewood mothers Jessi-
ca Pace and Hanna Zollman are counting 
results of the virtual SOMA Auction for Isra-
el that was held online Oct. 20-30. Around 
100 local businesses and individuals held up 
their goods and/or services to the highest 
bidder with proceeds going to the West Or-
ange-headquartered Jewish Federation of 
Greater MetroWest NJ. Emergency Fund for 
Israel. 

Results figures were not available as of 
press time. Pace and Zollman had set an 
$18,000 goal. 

You may see an increased local police 
presence at your house of worship the past 
three weeks or so. Montclair Police Chief 
Todd Conforti, while saying "there is no 
known direct threat," to the township, he has 
increased his officers' presence "at all houses 
of worship, schools and locations with the 
potential for large gatherings" through 
Montclair. 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR (Cont. from page 5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OP-ED By Andrea Dialect 
 

DATING APPS  
     

TECHNOLOGY 
 
1. the application of scien-

tific knowledge for practical pur-
poses, especially in industry. 

"advances in computer tech-
nology" 

- machinery and equipment 
developed from the application 
of scientific knowledge. 

"it will reduce the industry's 
ability to spend money on new 
technology" 

- the branch of knowledge 
dealing with engineering or ap-
plied sciences. 

 
On my new quest into the 

future, I decided that not only 
dabbling but building a relation-

ship and perhaps maybe even 
marrying technology was the 
way to grow. I’ve been playing 
around with it for a bit now and I 
thought that my new technologi-
cal section called Techy is the 
way to grow.  

This is a PBA get to know 
Technology. Play around with 
AI. Date it, mess around with it, 
do what you like but you’d best 
get with it.  

One of the first people I was 
able to come on board is the pro-
fessional Muse here donning the 
page (Queen Jackie) This theme 
and model is a perfect fix. 
ChatGPT: He loves me, he loves 
me not. He loves me? That first 
question popped into my head, 

and I thought, “brilliant.”  
Eavesdrop if you wish or 

better yet go and stir up your 
own convo. We don’t have to 
join them and if we can’t beat 
em’ it still really good to know 
the difference between I and AI. 

 
CONFIDANT 
(chat.openai.com) 
 
CHECK OUT HE SAY  
SHE SAY… 

 
Andrea - He loves me he 

loves me not. He loves me? 
ChatGPT - He loves you. 

Remember, whether someone 
loves you or not can be complex 
and isn't always accurately deter-
mined by a simple phrase. It's 
important to communicate open-
ly and honestly with the person 
to understand their feelings bet-
ter. 

I asked it to regenerate… He 
loves you! Remember, this little 
game of "loves me, loves me 

not" is just for fun and doesn't 
determine someone's feelings 
accurately. If you're unsure 
about someone's feelings, it's 
always best to have open and 
honest communication with 
them. 

Perhaps Chat, but often-
times one may not be certain 
about their own feelings lol. The 
kicker is being certain that the 
object of that affection is being 
open and honest when you com-
municate with them.  Store that 
one in your database 
Sir. (Paused the discussion) 
Yeah Chat made a reply but it 
was talking out of its neck lol! 

 

Read this article in its entirety at 
www.localtalkweekly.com and type The 
Observation Booth, Andrea Dialect and/
or Entertainment Section in the search 
bar. If you are interested in participating 
in a challenge, project  sharing a topic, 
news or if you have any questions, 
comments or concerns, send them to 
localtalkandrea@gmail.com. Photo Credits Andrea Dialect 
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but not for his defense. 
 

MAPLEWOOD - "Local Talk" had a 
ringside seat to QuickChek Corp.'s closing 
of its 51-year-old store here at 1545 
Springfield Ave. since Oct. 20. The future 
of the property on the corner of Springfield 
and Boyden avenues, as of press time, re-
mains as much a mystery as its swift clos-
ing. 

One "Local Talk" staffer, on Oct. 19, 
got a tip off from QC corporate in his 
QuickChek app that Thursday. He received 
a "Thank you for your patronage" message 
and a one-day offer for free coffee. The 
message did not say why this particular 
store was being shuttered. 

Another "Local Talk" member passed 
by the southeastern corner store Oct. 23 
and found rubber cones blocking the park-
ing lot apron. Looking past the handwritten 
"Closed" sign on the front door, one saw 
the shelves stripped bare, most signage re-
moved and the soda machines' blinking red 
"empty" lights. Trucks from corporate or, 
like Advanced Demolition, came and went 
the following week to remove kitchen 
equipment or fill up two 30-cubic-foot 
dumpsters. 

The standalone QC No. 18 was built in 
1972 like others mostly found in Union 
County. The convenience store held 3,864 
square feet on a .179-acre lot. While the 
Whitehouse Station headquartered compa-
ny stayed within New Jersey, it had re-
placed some of those 1970s-vintage stores 
with larger ones that doubled as service 
stations or sold them off to independents. 

QC 18 did get competition from the 7-
Eleven at 1712 Springfield since 2011 - but 
Wawa's building one of its own conven-
ience/gas stations at 1511 Springfield a 
block east in 2016-17 may have been the 
game changer. The 5,600 sq. ft. store and 
filling station stood on a 1.577 acre lot 
where a plumbing supply store and a gym 
stood. 

QC Corporate has not said why they 
closed Store No. 18. They had a store on 
Raymond Plaza, 516-44 Raymond Blvd., 
Newark from its 2005 opening until clos-
ing in 2021. It had closed its 501 Washing-
ton Ave., Belleville store last summer in 
anticipation of opening a newer store and 
station off Main and Stephens streets, 
where the old School No. 1 stood, by this 
year's end. 

Those still wanting a fresh QC sand-
wich or coffee are directed by the corpo-
rate website to more modern stores in 
Bloomfield or Montclair - or stores in adja-
cent Union, Harrison, Kearny or Clifton 
outside of "Local Talk" Land. 

 
BLOOMFIELD - A Flower cross has 
been taped around the traffic light on the 
southwest corner of Bloomfield Avenue 
and Grove Street since Oct. 21 in memory 

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 15) the green light to come up with plans for the for-
mer Cozzarelli-Irvine Funeral Home for 
Belleville's Council and Planning Board to consid-
er. The home, which was used as a location set for 
HBO's "The Sopranos," has been closed since 
2022. The council received a recommendation 
from Daugherty Planning & Development where 
274-78 Washington, its driveway and the house 
behind it at 163 Valley Street become " a non- 
condemnable area in need of redevelopment, Feb. 
8. 

Premier was the developer of the Essex apart-
ment building, the nearly complete five-story, 158 
unit structure that rose from a former used car 
parking lot at 102 Washington. 

Premier had thrown "A Better Belleville 2022" 
campaign fundraising cocktail party for Mayor 
Michael Melham, Graziano and Deputy Mayor 
Naomy DePena. Graziano and Cozzarelli had ab-
stained from a Sept. 27, 2022 vote that awarded 
Daugherty the AINOR study. 

of Ampere resident and traffic accident 
victim Nelly Fernandez Malo. 

Malo, 60, died of her injuries after a 
collision with a motor vehicle at that cor-
ner Oct. 20. 

Born Jan. 19, 1963, Malo was given 
her last rites Oct. 26-27. Her visitation 
was held that Thursday at Newark's La 
Funeraria Villa Americas. Her Funeral 
Mass was held at St. Xavier Roman Cath-
olic church, followed by burial at North 
Arlington's Holy Cross Cemetery that Fri-
day. 

Malo's passing was mourned by rela-
tives and friends here and in her native 
Ecuador. Daughter Mayra, on Oct. 24, 
said that she knows of five traffic deaths 
at that intersection and appealed to mayor 
Michael Venezia for the crossing's correc-
tion. 

No charges had been charged by the 
ECPO, nor by the Bloomfield Police De-
partment, against the motorist - who had 
stayed at the scene. 

 
MONTCLAIR / GLEN RIDGE - Au-
thorities here and with ECPO have not 
revealed the name of the 85-year-old 
woman who suffered a traffic accident in 
Upper Montclair Oct. 28 and had died the 
same day at Mountainside Hospital. 

Montclair police were called to the 
intersection of Bellevue Avenue and Park 
Street at about 10 a.m. Saturday. They 
found the pedestrian and a motor vehicle 
with its driver inside. 

MPD called for units from the town-
ship fire department and local EMS, who 
took the victim to Glen Ridge's Hack-
ensack University Meridian Mountainside 
Medical Center. The patient was declared 
dead there by 1 p.m. 

The unidentified motorist, who stayed 
at the scene, has cooperated with police 
and, later, ECPO's Accident Investigation 
Unit. The driver, as of press time, has not 
been charged. 

The incident happened about a block 
east of the Buzz Aldrin Middle School; no 
school activity was affected. 

 
BELLEVILLE - What some locals and 
television fans call "The Sopranos Funeral 
Home" here at 274-78 Washington Ave. 
may have taken one step closer to change, 
or oblivion, by a Township Council vote 
here Oct. 24. 

The Township Council Tuesday night 
had approved Resolution 273-2023, 
which designated Premier Developers, 
LLC, of Englewood Cliffs, as redeveloper 
"of certain properties of the Township." 

At-Large Councilman Thomas Grazi-
ano and Third Ward Councilman Vincent 
Cozzarelli understandably abstained for 
different reasons. The latter abstained be-
cause a former family property would be 
affected; the former in an act of con-
sciousness. 

The passed resolution gives Premier 
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