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Please help bring them
home alive.

Story / Photos By Lev D. Zilbermints

WESTFIELD - Posters of Israelis
kidnapped by Hamas have been de-
faced with pro-Palestinian slogans.
“Local Talk” saw these posters on
bulletin boards at the eastbound plat-
form of the Westfield train station on
October 22, 2023 between 5:00 - 5:45
p.m.

At the top, in huge white letters
on a red background was written
"KIDNAPPED". Below this were
photographs of the kidnapped Israe-
lis. Next to the photo was the first
name, last name and age of the kid-
napped. Below this information was,
"Kidnapped from his (or her) home
by Hamas."

A red line served as the divider
before the main statement.

“On October 7th, nearly 200 in-
nocent civilians were abducted from
Israel into the Gaza Strip. Their
whereabouts remain unknown.

“More than 3,000 women, men,
and children, ranging in age from 3
months to 85 years old, were wound-
ed, murdered, beaten, raped, and bru-
tally separated from loved ones by
Hamas.”

The text asked readers to "Please
take a photo of this poster and share
it." At the bottom, in white letters on

WITH PRO-PALESTINIAN GRAFFIT
APPED [ -y

Ry
A

KIDNAPPED

Ohad Yahalomj
4! jears-old
: Is, aeli

aaaaa

Please help bring them
home alive.

a red background, was the plea,
"Please help bring them home alive."
To the left was a digital square. Read-
ers were urged to scan to join the
global efforts.

The hashtag, at the very bottom,
in black letters on a red background,
was #BringThemHome.

According to the posters, the
names of the kidnapped Israelis are
Ohad Yahalomi, 49; Eitan Yahalomi,
his son, 12; Carmella Dan, 80; Noya
Dan, 12, her granddaughter; Aviv, 2
years old; Doron, 34, his mother;
Raz, 4, his sister; Margalit Moses, 78;
Evyatar David, 22; Shar Dan Kalde-
ron, 16; David Shalev, 75.

The posters of Carmela Dan and
her granddaughter, Noa Dan, were
taped to the glass bulletin board by
the elevator entrance on the east-
bound side of the Westfield train sta-
tion.

On five posters, in black magic
marker ink, were written pro-
Palestinian slogans, "Free Palestine",

(Continued on page 7)
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

I mentioned before that I
would write about local hospi-
tals’ ratings for this week. How-
ever, all the data is not gathered
yet. So, we will skip the report
this week . Also, next week is
our 23rd anniversary week, a
special edition with our year in
review. Therefore, we will try to
publish the hospitals ratings in
the November 9th publication.

Another candidate was se-
lected for Speaker of the House.
Representative Tom Emmer of
Minnesota was selected by the
Republicans. After the departure
of McCarthy, he is the second
candidate who was approved by
majority of the Republicans in a
premeeting. There are 222 Re-

publicans and 212 Democrats in
the House. So, if just six Repub-
licans did not vote and three Re-
publicans flipped and voted for
another candidate, Emmer would
not be elected as Speaker.

However, as of the latest
news, Tom Emmer dropped out
of the Speaker race as he did not
receive enough support from the
Republicans for a main floor
vote.

After five rounds of the
closed-door meeting, the Repub-
licans chose Tom Emmer as their
candidate for Speaker. Emmer is
a new representative compared to
many congresspersons. However,
after getting elected in 2015,
within a short period of time he
became #3 in the Republican
Party and the Majority Whip. He
was instrumental in helping to
raise funds for the candidates to
win and got the majority in Con-
gress.

Still, the majority is so thin
that if three republicans flip to
the other side, any resolution
cannot pass. Every two years,

there is an election for Congress.
In 2024, there will be an election,
and if they do not get things
right, the Democrats might gain
back Congress. The same thing is
with the Senate. The Democrats
hold only a 1 seat majority, plus
the tiebreaker. If two democrat
flip, the resolution cannot pass,
although they usually vote party
line.

The Israel and Hamas war is
still going on. However, the hu-
manitarian society are not com-
ing out and standing up to save
lives of the people. The world is
staying on one side, as they are
politically powerful and standing
behind the USA. I have seen
many videos, and listening to
those videos it is very hard to
decide who is acting worse.
However, war makes some poli-
ticians lots of money and some
countries lots of money. So, they
want war to advertise their war
equipment and they can sell it at
a very high margin of profit. For
them it is business, but for peo-

ple living day to day life, they
are losing their loved ones.

I think Hamas is at a fault for
starting a surprise attack war. But
not all the Palestinians are at
fault. “Live and Let Live” is nec-
essary for this world to make
peace. Peace will bring happi-
ness amongst all. The worst part
is that in the name of religion,
many wars are happening. Not a
single real religion will teach you
bad things, but some of the lead-
ers in the religion change the
meaning of the scripts for their
benefit to rule the world.

On November 1, 2000, Local
Talk was launched. Now, we fin-
ished 23 years. However, we
have not fully achieved our goal
to uplift the quality of life. We
will continue to give people the
news for the betterment of our
community. I hope one day we
will be fully successful.

Have a wonderful week.

Dll talk to you next time.
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The Doctor Is In

OP-ED BY DR. ADIL MANZOOR

The Fall Flu, Coronavirus,
and RSV Vaccines for Kids:
What You Should Know

There was once a time when
the only vaccine Americans really
worried about was the flu shot.
Oh, simpler times. Nowadays, the
CDC and doctors seemingly ad-
vise getting a vaccine or a booster
for a new variant or condition
every other month. It can be frus-

trating to keep up with, really,
and trust me, I understand. But it
is absolutely for your - and your
children’s - good. This is the part
many doctors don’t make clear
enough.

When health authorities beg
to vaccinate yourself and your
kids, some parents take the advice
for just their kids. The rationale is
that they would be able to better
handle whatever infection that
arises, but their kids cannot. That
is true at face value, but the mo-
ment [ add context to it, you see
how wrong such a mindset is.
What context, though? Well, here
I go.

The flu, RSV (respiratory
syncytial virus), and coronavirus
are all respiratory viruses. They
actually have similar symptoms,
and you may not be able to differ-
entiate them if you are an un-
trained eye (that’s the euphemism
I’'m going for when referring to
non-medical professionals, haha).
However, the similarity in symp-
toms does not correlate to a simi-
larity in severity.

The coronavirus has proven
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itself to be one of the worst
health issues humanity has ever
faced, so far claiming over 1.1
million American lives in three
and a half years. On the other
hand, the flu and RSV have not
been as big a health worry, with
the CDC estimating the flu
claims 35,000 lives annually and
RSV claims 14,000. While there
is a gulf in mortality, human
lives are still human lives, and
any condition that can claim
lives in their thousands is a ma-
jor health concern.

I still haven’t gotten to the
context | wanted to introduce to
you, as I need to build a suffi-
ciently strong foundation for you
to easily understand. Over the
years, Americans, including kids
above six months, take annual
flu shots. This is necessary as the
flu virus mutates and a new vari-
ant predominates yearly. Unfor-
tunately, this is the pathway the
coronavirus has decided to fol-
low. Of course, you will have
heard of the delta and omicron
strains that necessitated booster
shots. RSV, meanwhile, just got
its vaccine for kids approved,
and even that is only when the
mother is still pregnant.

The United States health au-
thorities have not had to deal
with the three viruses simultane-
ously before, and it is a challenge
that must be overcome. It has
been difficult to get adults to
take even one booster shot of the
coronavirus vaccine, how much
more taking two more of other
conditions.  Basically, some
adults just believe they can han-
dle the infection if or when it
arises and just take their kids to
get the vaccine. Some don’t even
get their kids vaccinated, which
can be fatal, really. Most of the
flu deaths annually among kids
are among those not fully vac-
cinated. And when I say most,
I’'m talking to the tune of 80%! I
can’t overemphasize how im-
portant vaccination for kids is.

Now, to the much-needed
context among adults who think
they are fine if they don’t get
vaccinated as long as their kids
are. Well, there is something
called herd immunity, and it is
basically when enough of the
population is vaccinated or pro-
tected against an infection that
there is immunity for the rest of
the population. This is absolutely

(Continued on page 5)
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By William Hathaway, Jr.

The New Jersey high school
state football tournament opened
this week. First, despite a regu-
lar season record of 5-4, the Ir-
vington Blue Knights will be
home against a tough Mid-
dletown North team in the North
2 Group 4 quarterfinal game this
Friday at home. West Orange,
who finished the season 4-4 a

Chiefs, who are on a 33 game
winning streak, will be hosting
Madison in the Group 3
playoffs, while Weequahic, who
has been dominant all season at
8-0, will be hosting Woodridge.
Of course, the shocker of the
season is that the Orange Torna-
does who finished the season at
6-2, was not selected for the
playoffs. A shocking loss to
Lincoln for the division champi-

Photos By Orange High Athletics

time after winning a football
championship for the first time
in years, will play Plainfield on
the road.

Meanwhile, the 5-3 Shabazz
Bulldogs will be going on the
road to play fellow Essex team
Cedar Grove in a North Group 1
playoff. Glen Ridge, another
area team which made it to the
playoffs in a long time, will play
Waldwick in North 2 Group 1
action.

Finally, the mighty Caldwell

onship in the Super Football

Conference did not help matters. &

Nonetheless, the Tornadoes will healthcare Providers office. The

be playing a consolidation game RSV vaccine is available for
against Bergenfield at 1 pm at : .
: pregnant women to protect their

Bell Stadium on Senior Day.

As for the pros, the Jets had :
a much deserved bye week, so :
the Giants were the only local to :
take the field. Despite still being i
without Daneil Jones, the G :
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over the Washington Command- : e
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: THE DOCTORIS IN

(Continued from page 4)

crucial for kids below six

: months who cannot get vaccinat-

ed. In fact, even among kids

: who are vaccinated, they can

still get infections like the flu,
although the severity is reduced.

Essentially, vaccination is
crucial for kids because it pro-

tects their developing immune

systems from dangerous infec-

tions. As adults, it is also im-
: portant for the protection of

one’s self but also to ensure the

vulnerable kids don’t get it.

You can get your flu and
coronavirus  shots at your

adults above 60 and also for

kids. While this vaccine may not
be as readily available, you
should find it still.

This article was written by Dr.
a Board-
Certified Internist & Board Certi-

Hospitalist, and Emergency Room
Physician. He is also the current
President of Garden State Street
Medicine, a non-profit organization
whose sole purpose is to provide
free preventive and acute urgent
care services for the homeless.

He is also the co-founder of his
own unique medical practice Mo-
bile Medicine NJ & House call
Doctors. He is also currently pur-
suing an Executive MBA and a
Master's of Science in Healthcare
Leadership at Samuel Curtis John-
son Graduate School of Manage-
ment and the Weill Cornell Gradu-
ate School of Medical Sciences.

References

e https://www.washington
post.com/health/2023/09/29/
flu-covid-rsv-vaccines-kids-
fall/

e https://apnews.com/article/
vaccines-flu-covid19-rsv-
viruses-fall-8ffa6bf0c2c0da
1a8842d b524aad5006

e https://riseandshine.child
rensnational.org/flu-covid-
and-rsv-vaccines/
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MIDDLE EAST

GAZA DEATH TOLL
BREAKS 5,000

UN - The number of people
killed in Gaza has exceeded
5,000 according to latest reports
from de facto authorities there,
amid intensifying Israeli air-
strikes in response to Hamas at-
tacks, while humanitarians re-
peated urgent calls for a cease-
fire and more aid convoys.

Echoing that message, UN
health agency (WHO) chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
issued a new appeal on Oct. 23
for “sustained safe passage” for
medical essentials and fuel to
keep health facilities open.

“Lives depend on these deci-
sions,” he insisted on social plat-
form X (tka Twitter).

Latest media reports citing
the Gaza Ministry of Health in-
dicate that the number of people
killed in Gaza since Oct. 7 has
risen to 5,087.

Women and children have
made up more than 62 percent of
the fatalities, while more than
15,273 people have been injured.

In addition to the overall
death toll, the number of UN
staff members working with the
Palestine refugee agency
UNRWA, has reached 35, ac-
cording to the latest situation
report released late on Monday.
A further 18 staffers have been
injured.

At least 40 UNRWA instal-
lations have been damaged since
the violence began on Oct. 7.

UNRWA said nearly
600,000 internally displaced are
sheltering in 150 UNRWA facil-
ities overall with nearly 420,000
seeking refuge in 93 of the agen-
cy's shelters in Middle, Khan
Younis and Rafah areas, further
to the south - that's an increase
of around 14,000 civilians in the
past 24 hours.

In its latest humanitarian up-
date on the crisis UN humanitar-
ian aid coordination office,
OCHA, said that more than

1,000 have been reported miss-
ing and “are presumed to be
trapped or dead under the rub-
ble.”

The largest medical facility
in Gaza, Shifa hospital, is now
treating around 5,000 patients,
many times beyond its normal
figure of around 700.

The UN Spokesperson said
on Oct. 23 that the average num-
ber of people staying in Gaza
shelters is 4,400, around 2.5
times their designated capacity.

Around 70 civilians are shar-
ing space in each UNRWA
classroom.

According to Israeli official
sources quoted by OCHA, some
1,400 people have been killed in
Israel, the vast majority in the
Hamas attacks on Oct. 7 which
triggered the latest conflict.

OCHA said that the reported
fatality toll is “over threefold the
cumulative number of Israelis
killed” since it began recording
casualties in 2005.

At least 212 Israeli and for-
eign nationals are being held
captive in Gaza, the Israeli au-
thorities have said. Two hostages
were released Oct. 20. UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres
has repeatedly called upon Ha-
mas to release hostages immedi-
ately and unconditionally.

A new aid convoy entered
Gaza from Egypt on Oct. 23
through the Rafah border cross-
ing comprises 20 trucks accord-
ing to the Egyptian Red Cres-
cent, said UN Spokesperson Sté-
phane Dujarric, briefing report-
ers in New York.

He said that was equivalent
to just four percent of the pre-
crisis level of daily needs, for
commodities for Gaza's popula-
tion of more than two million.

This was the third such de-
livery after the crossing opened
on Saturday for the first time
since the start of the conflict,
following intense diplomatic ef-
forts.

A total of 34 trucks with aid
provided by the UN and the
Egyptian Red Crescent entered
the enclave over the weekend.
The UN has stressed that to re-
spond to soaring humanitarian
needs, at least 100 aid trucks per
day are required.

The development comes as
(UNRWA) warned that it was
set to run out of fuel within days,

putting the humanitarian re-
sponse in Gaza at risk.

UNRWA head Philippe Laz-
zarini said that without fuel,
“there will be no water, no func-
tioning hospitals and bakeries”
and that “no fuel will further
strangle the children, women and
people of Gaza.”

UNITED STATES

REDLINING INITIATIVE
PAYING OFF

The Justice Department an-
nounced Oct. 19 that its Combat-
ing Redlining Initiative has se-
cured over $107 million in relief
for communities of color nation-
wide that have experienced lend-
ing discrimination by banks or
other mortgage lending business-
es. As a part of the $107 million,
the Department also announced
a $9 million agreement with
Ameris Bank to resolve allega-
tions that Ameris engaged in a
pattern or practice of redlining
predominately Black and His-
panic neighborhoods in Jackson-
ville, Florida.

Redlining is an illegal prac-
tice in which lenders avoid
providing credit services to indi-
viduals living in or seeking to
live in, communities of color
because of the race, color, or na-
tional origin of the residents in
those communities.

“As today’s case makes
clear, redlining is not just a relic
of the past,” said Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick B. Garland. “That is
why, two years ago this month,
the Justice Department launched
our Combating Redlining Initia-
tive, and once today’s settlement
is approved, that Initiative will
have secured more than $100
million for communities across
the country that have been
harmed by discriminatory lend-
ing practices. This work is just
the beginning — the Justice De-
partment currently has over two
dozen active investigations into
redlining, spanning neighbor-
hoods across the country.”

In October 2021, Attorney
General Garland announced the
Combating Redlining Initiative,
the Department’s most aggres-
sive coordinated enforcement
effort to address redlining. The
Department has partnered with
U.S. Attorneys’ Offices, federal

financial regulatory agencies,
including the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau, and state
Attorneys General offices to en-
force federal fair lending laws
that prohibit redlining, including
the Fair Housing Act and the
Equal Credit Opportunity Act.

Since 2021, the Department
has secured 10 settlement agree-
ments with banks and mortgage
lending institutions to provide
credit opportunities to communi-
ties of color in Houston, Mem-
phis, Philadelphia, Camden,
Wilmington, Newark, Los Ange-
les, Columbus, Tulsa, Rhode Is-
land, and now Jacksonville.
These agreements have provided
millions of dollars to redlined
communities and have helped to
make homeownership a reality
for families of color who have
been unfairly denied access to
credit.

The resolution with Ameris
Bank was filed in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of Florida, along with the
Department’s complaint, and is
subject to court approval. The
Department’s complaint alleges
that, from 2016 through 2021,
Ameris Bank avoided providing
mortgage services to majority-
Black and Hispanic neighbor-
hoods in Jacksonville and dis-
couraged people seeking credit
in those communities from ob-
taining home loans.

Ameris’ home mortgage
lending was focused dispropor-
tionately on white areas of Jack-
sonville while other lenders gen-
erated applications in majority-
Black and Hispanic neighbor-
hoods at three times the rate of
Ameris. Although Ameris oper-
ates 18 branches in Jacksonville,
Ameris has never operated a
branch in a majority-Black and
Hispanic neighborhood in the
city.

The neighborhoods that the
Department alleges Ameris red-
lined in Jacksonville are some of
the same neighborhoods that
were first redlined by Home
Ownership Loan Corporation
maps in the 1930s.

“Combating modern day red-
lining is one of the most im-
portant strategies for ensuring
equal economic opportunity to-
day,” said Assistant Attorney
General Kristen Clarke of the

(Continued on page 9)
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NEW LEADERSHIP IN
MAJOR POSTS IN NEWARK

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - There are new peo-
ple leading Newark's fire divi-
sion and housing authority but
not without some perceived or
substantive controversy.

One may have seen the
change with the Newark Hous-
ing Authority's Board of Com-
missioners' Oct. 24 meeting ei-
ther in-person or via ZOOM. It
would be the first full NHA
meeting where Leonard Spicer
is Executive Director.

The concurrent change may
be found either at City Hall at
one of the Municipal Council
meetings or at the Newark Pub-
lic Safety Donald M. Payne, Sr.
Headquarters at Clinton Avenue
and Bergen Street - where Del
Ortiz is the newest Fire Chief
and predecessor Rufus Jackson
is Assistant Public Safety Direc-
tor.

Spicer, who had been a fed-
eral housing official, was pre-
sent at the NHA commissioners
meeting, where his three-year
contract was approved. He suc-
ceeds Victor Cirilo, whose con-
tract was not renewed by the
board April 27.

No reason was given why
Cirilo, of West Orange, was not
given a new contract. The for-
mer Passaic (City) Housing Au-
thority president had been at the
NHA helm since 2017.

Nor is it clear whether Spic-
er was approved with recom-
mendation of the Gans, Gans &
Associates consulting firm. The
commissioners authorized the
Plant City, Fla. company April
27 to conduct a candidate search
and promote Chief Operating
Officer Emanuel Foster to Inter-
im Executive Director.

Apparently the NHA
changeover memo had not
reached the Municipal Council
before their May 3 meeting.
Council President/Central Ward
Councilwoman LaMonica
Mclver and North Ward Coun-
cilman Anibal Ramos, Jr., com-
plained that they were not ad-
vised of Cirilo's departure and
that they were told of the change
by NHA employees who an-

swered their calls April 28 -
May 3.

Council Corporate Council
Eric Pennington, Esq., explained
May 3 that the NHA is an inde-
pendent body and the South
Ward Councilman Rev. Patrick
Council is a commissioner there.

Spicer, explained NHA
Commission President Norma
Gonzalez, was of late US HUD's
New York City Office of Public
Housing Division Director. He
had also been an HUD public
housing recovery administrator
in the Irvington Housing Au-
thority - among other posts in
his 15-year career.

Cirilo may still be seen in
City Hall. Mayor Ras Baraka
had appointed him as a commis-
sioner on the city's Commission
on the Homeless.

Baraka, on Sept. 28, an-
nounced that he had promoted
Jackson to Assistant Public
Safety Director and promoted
Battalion Chief Ortiz to Fire Di-
vision Chief.

Jackson's new job is actually
a new title. His promotion and
post were occasioned when
Deputy Public Safety Director
Raul Malave retired in February.
While Ortiz becomes the highest
ranked uniformed NFD officer,
Jackson's Office of Public Safe-
ty job is a civilian, or out-of-
uniform, job.

The apparent controversy
comes from those who view the
promotions as an NFD leader-
ship shakeup in the wake of the
July 5-11 fatal Port Newark car-
go ship fire. Crystal Rosa, the
Mayor's Public Information Di-
rector, said that 28-year career
man Jackson and 22-year fire-
fighter Ortiz's promotions were
the best individuals for the new
tasks.

Fire Chief Ortiz was first
hired and assigned as firefighter
to Engine 11 and Ladder 11 at
345 S. 9th St., in 2002. Trained
as a Hazardous Materials Tech-
nician and in Urban Search &
Rescue, the former captain was
of late Battalion Chief for 360
Clinton Ave's Engine 10, Ladder
5 Rescue 1 since 2012.

PEER
Peers Engaging &
Encouraging Resilience

fsoec.org
(973) 395-1441

Family Support Organization of Essex County (FSOEC) offers
support groups and workshops for parents and caregivers of
children with special needs. You're not on this journey alone!

OCTOBER 26: Better Together Dads meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 4th Thursdays to give fathers a safe place for connection

with other passionate dads.

NovEMBER 1: New Family Welcome Group meets 6:30 p.m.

monthly on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays is for caregijvers to learn
their guided journey. We introduce our organization, team,

and services.

NOVEMBER 7: Nurtured Heart Approach meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 1st Tuesdays for English and Spanish-speaking parents to
connect and address their concerns, questions, and feelings.

NovEMBER 14: Let's Talk — Parent Support Group meets 6:30
p.m. monthly on 2nd Tuesdays to help parents and caregivers
learn new strategies that effect positive change.

Our activities occur on Zoom and in person, visit our website for the

details: https://bit.ly/fsoecevents

ATTENTION! FSOEC is Hiring Family Partners.
Learn More: https://bit.ly/fsoechiring

: "End the Occupation!".
: posters were on bulletin boards
: at the eastbound train station.

: POSTERS (Cont. from page 1)

Those

By the ticket vending ma-

chine were the remnants of two
: posters that were torn off.

Another six posters of kid-

: napped Israelis were located by
the entrance to the eastbound
: platform of the Westfield train
: stations. Unlike the other posters
: on the raised train station plat-
: form, these six posters did not
: bear anti-Israel, pro-Palestinian
: slogans in black ink across them.

According to press reports,

: Israeli sources, and the U.S. De-
: partment of State, the Hamas
: attack on southern Israel killed
1,400 people. At least 212 were
: captured and taken into Gaza
: Strip. Two hostages, a mother
: and her daughter, were freed,
: leaving 210 missing. The miss-
: ing hostages range in age from 3
months to 85 years.

Of those massacred by Ha-

mas, 260 were young people at-
: tending a rave in the desert.

Israel has declared war on

Hamas. For Israel, October 7 is
: the same as 9/11 for the United

States. The Israeli Defense Forc-
es are bombing the Gaza Strip
every day. A total blockade is in
effect, with no food, power,
electricity, and only limited wa-
ter allowed. At least 700,000
Palestinians have fled Gaza City
to the south. According to the
Internet, only 360,000 people
remain in the north. Hamas may
likely use the remaining people
as human shields.

According to Yahoo News,
the power of Hamas in the north
and central Gaza is weakening.

In Israel, the ultra-Orthodox
have decided to join the armed
forces. For decades, the ultra-
Orthodox Jews were exempt
from military service. But now
with the biggest attack on Jews
since the Holocaust, the ultra-
Orthodox Jews are joining the
Israeli Defense Forces.

Over 360,000 reservists have
been called up, the largest draft
in Israeli history. The ground
invasion of Gaza is being antici-
pated any day. Whether or not
the conflict between Israel and
Hamas will escalate into a re-
gional war, or worse, World
War 111, is something only time
will tell.
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ENROLL NOW

AT ONE OF OUR

TWO GREAT CAMPUSES!

MAIN CAMPUS
303 University Ave. Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 877-4477

WEST ESSEX CAMPUS

i,
R

1

730 Bloomfield Ave. West Caldwell, NJ 07006

(973) 877-6594

Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bun

dyondfand | “&VouTube

WORLD NEWS FLASH

(Continued from page 6)

Justice  Department’s  Civil
Rights Division. “By taking on
the discriminatory lending prac-
tices of banks and mortgage
companies, we are helping to
ensure that more Black, Hispan-
ic, and other communities of col-
or are able to buy a home, gener-
ate wealth, and fulfill the Ameri-
can Dream. This settlement
marks a new pinnacle in our ef-
forts to bring an end to redlining
and provides tangible relief to
communities that have been
starved of access to credit for far
too long.”

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information recent as of 10-24-
2023 at 12 p.m.

2023 Mass Shooting Stats:

(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,
https://www.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2023)

Total Mass Shootings: 639
Total Dead: 752

Total Wounded: 2534
Shootings Per Day: 2.15
Days Reached in Year 2023
as of Oct. 24: 297

EUROPE

BRINGING ATTENTION
TO ACID ATTACKS

UK Government, law en-
forcement, academics, survivors,
charities and industry, came to-
gether Oct. 23 to discuss the hor-
rible nature of acid attacks and
consider what more can be done
to protect our society.

The meeting, jointly chaired
by the Safeguarding Minister,
Sarah Dines, and Katie Piper

OBE, was an opportunity for
government, policing, trading
standards, charities, retailers and
the delivery sector to discuss the
action to date in preventing and
tackling corrosive attacks and
what more can be done to clamp
down on these horrendous acts
of violence which devastate
lives.

Government action to tackle
the use of acid and other corro-
sives in violent attacks is based
on four key strands: strong polic-
ing, effective legislation, provid-
ing support for victims and sur-
vivors, and working with retail-
ers to restrict access to acids and
other harmful corrosive prod-
ucts.

Minister for Safeguarding,
Sarah Dines, said, “Acid attacks
devastate lives and leave victims
with both emotional and physi-
cal scars and our thoughts re-
main with all the survivors and

their families.

“The government is commit-
ted to doing all we can to pre-
vent acid and other corrosive
substances being used as weap-
ons, and to ensure strong punish-
ments for those who do so. We
have already introduced the
measures within the Offensive
Weapons Act which makes it an
offence to carry these substances
in public, to ensure the cowards
who use acids as weapons face
the full force of the law, and also
ban the sale of acid and other
corrosives to under-18s and the
delivery of such substances to
residential premises and lockers
to restrict the availability and
prevent their misuse.

“We know that legislation
alone will not prevent attacks,
which is why conversations such
as today’s are so important. |
thank those who participated,

(Continued on page 12)
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven gquilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - Parties involved
with the Oct. 31 scheduled sen-
tencing of real estate investor
Victor Santos and lawyer
Faustos Simones over a $4 mil-
lion mortgage fraud scheme
here, may be crossing their fin-
gers until U.S. Magistrate Mi-
chael A. Shipp actually hands
down their debt to society.

Judge Shipp was to separate-
ly sentence Santos and Simones
from his Trenton bench Oct. 17
until an adjournment was called.
It was the fifth adjournment
since April when the duo had
pleaded guilty to one count each
of conspiracy to commit bank
fraud going back to September
2007.

Santos and Simones con-
fessed to recruiting straw - or
"fake" - buyers, at $5,000 each,
to purchase 12 properties in
Newark between September
2007 and November 2008. The
duo would use the straw buyers'
names to acquire $4 million
worth of mortgage loans for
those properties.

Santos, of Somerset's Watch-
ung, was involved with the
groundbreaking of what was to
have been a new City of Newark

DPW  garage. Simones, of
Millington, was his lawyer
through 2008.

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice prosecutors are anticipating
Judge Shipp to hand down re-
spective sentences of up to 24
months on Santos and up to 18
months on Simones. They also
anticipate both of them to pay
back at least $3.5 million in res-
titution.

IRVINGTON - One can still get
a prescription filled at the Rite-
Aid Pharmacy here at 35 Mill Rd
- but not for long. That prescrip-
tion may be transferred soon to
the Rite-Aid still standing at 104
12th Ave., Newark - or outside
of the “Local Talk” area.

The Mill Run at Union Shop-
ping Center anchor store is one
among 12 in New Jersey and
among 156 across 15 states that
will be closed in the wake of
Rite-Aid Corp.'s Oct. 15-16 fil-
ing for Chapter 11 reorganiza-
tion in a New Jersey U.S. Bank-

ruptcy Court.
The Philadelphia-based com-
pany is weeding out

"underperforming" stores from
the 2,000 that they still have
across the U.S. It is the latest of
several downsizing rounds the
country's third-largest pharmacy
chain has had in the last decade.
Rite-Aid Corp., this time
around, says it has an almost
$6.8 billion deficit this fiscal
year through Spring 2024. It has
only $7.6 billion in assets,
amounting to an $850 million
loss. The company did get a
$3.45 billion financial boost
from Gabelli Funds, of Rye,
N.Y. - but the new partner wants
low performing stores to close.
One can remember having at
least a Rite-Aid in each “Local
Talk” town except Montclair
alone some 20 years ago. 104
12th Ave., Newark and 20 Main
St., West Orange, ironically, are
two of the Eckert drug stores that
Rite-Aid absorbed in the 2000s.
Several Rite-Aids - including
80 Central Avenue, East Orange,
1200 Clinton Ave., Irvington and
77-105 Bloomfield Ave.,
Bloomfield - became Walgreens
in a limited 2015 buyout by the
latter. Walgreens has closed the
East Orange and Irvington stores
mentioned but still runs the
Bloomfield one.
Rite-Aid, nationally, is a dis-
tant third to CVS and Walgreens.

EAST ORANGE - A city man
is currently serving a 4.5 to nine-
year prison sentence in Lancaster
County Pa. state prison, over a
2021 road rage golf club attack.
Lancaster County Judge Jef-
frey Conrad sentenced Aiven

Rosario, 26, Oct. 12, A jury, af-
ter a three-day trial and two
hours' deliberation, had found
Rosario guilty July 28 of. simple
assault and criminal mischief.
He was meanwhile held on
$500,000 bail until his sentenc-
ing.

West Lampeter Township
Police arrested Rosario March 6,
2021 in a parking lot along the
1400 block of Millport Road. He
was accused of smashing the
windshield of another driver's
car with a golf club, striking her
head and causing a concussion in
the process.

The woman driver and her
boyfriend said that they were
followed by Rosario and his car
there. Rosario got out and ac-
cused her of cutting his car and
his mother's car. He then got a
golf club from his own car and
said he would break the wind-
shield, "10,000 times."

The impact broke the golf
club head from its shaft. The vic-
tim complained of a lump on her
head and severe pain. She testi-
fied in Oct. 12's sentencing hear-
ing that she has physical, mental
and workplace difficulties.

Rosario was further sen-
tenced to make $34,992 restitu-
tion.

ORANGE - Maplewood police
had arrested a city woman Oct. 3
who was identified as a person
who impersonated a state worker
and had pepper sprayed a town-
ship resident at the latter's New-
ark Heights section house on
Sept. 30.

Maplewood Police Chief Al-
bert Sally said that a Brown
Street resident called in an ag-
gravated assault charge earlier
that Saturday morning. A South
Essex Fire Department EMS/
Rescue crew also arrived but the
victim refused medical attention.

The resident said she got a
telephone call from someone
who said she was from the New
Jersey Department of Child Pro-
tection and Permanency
(formerly known as DYFS) - and
a woman had appeared as the
said representative at her door
minutes later.

The woman at the front door
wanted to come inside - but the

resident refused since the visitor
had not presented any identifica-
tion nor was accompanied by a
police officer. The visitor turned
suspect when she sprayed pepper
spray through the front screen
door and left in a white SUV.

MPD's Youth Aid Bureau
detectives identified the suspect
as Widda Deneus and arrested
her at 10:28 a.m. Oct. 3. The cir-
cumstances of her arrest were
not available. Deneus, 24, was
charged with impersonating a
government official, aggravated
assault and possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose
and was released.

WEST ORANGE - Township
Council voted down its own sea-
sonal gas leaf blower ban here at
its Oct. 17 meeting.

The council introduced the
measure at its Sept. 20 meeting -
- and would have taken effect in
the middle of this year's falling
leaf season. The ordinance
would have allowed gasoline
fueled, internal combustion en-
gined leaf blowers used by resi-
dents and landscapers Oct. 1-
Dec. 31 and March 1-April 30.
Operating hours during those
times would have been limited to
between 7:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
weekdays and between 9 a.m.-5
p.m. weekends.

Township elders took the
vote after listening to several
speakers say their peace on the
subject. They ranged from a
member of Our Green West Or-
ange and a local small engine
builder.

Councilwoman Asmeret
Ghebremicael announced that
the measure did not have majori-
ty support as it was written. She
added that there was concern
that West Orange would find
themselves being challenged in
court as what happened to
Montclair and Maplewood.

A State Superior Court Judge
dismissed a challenge to
Montclair's year-round ban from
landscapers and residents Oct.
12; that ban, allowing only elec-
tric powered blowers, took effect
Oct. 15. Maplewood has a com-
parable perpetual ban since

(Continued on page 14)
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NEW JERSEY AND OTHER STATES SUE META (FACEBOOK)

Attorney General Matthew J.
Platkin and the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs announced Oct. 24
that they, along with 41 other
attorneys general throughout the
country, sued Meta in federal
and state courts alleging that the
company knowingly designed
and deployed harmful features
on Instagram and Facebook to
purposefully addict children and
teens. At the same time, Meta
falsely assured the public that
these features are safe and suita-
ble for young users.

New Jersey and 32 other
states filed a joint complaint in
federal court asserting that
Meta’s business practices violate

the federal Children’s Online
Privacy Protection Act
(COPPA), as well as other state
consumer protection laws, in-
cluding the New Jersey Consum-
er Fraud Act (CFA). Eight other
states filed similar actions in
state courts.

These practices have harmed
and continue to harm the physi-
cal and mental health of children
and teens fueling what the U.S.
Surgeon General has deemed a
“youth mental health crisis” that
has ended lives, devastated fami-
lies, and damaged the potential
of a generation of young people.

“As New Jersey’s chief law
enforcement officer and as a par-
ent, I feel strongly that there is
nothing more important than en-
suring the well-being of our chil-
dren. And we know that in the
era of social media, their mental
health has never been more at
risk,” said Attorney General
Platkin. “That is why today, I
join dozens of other Attorneys
General to once and for all hold
Meta and its CEO, Mark Zucker-
berg, accountable for deceptive,
manipulative practices on Insta-
gram and Facebook that they

knew were harmful. Profits - not
people, not its most vulnerable
users, children and teens - drive
the decision making at Meta.
That stops today.”

“Meta knows its platforms
are harming children and teens,
but continues to make every ef-
fort to keep kids addicted with-
out even attempting to abide by
federal laws meant to protect the
most vulnerable,” said Cari Fais,
Acting Director of the Division
of Consumer Affairs.

New Jersey began investigat-
ing Meta in 2020 and has co-led
the nationwide investigation
since 2021, spending thousands
of hours investigating Meta’s
unlawful conduct. The federal
complaint, filed in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of California, alleges that
Meta knew that its platforms,
including Facebook and Insta-
gram, were harming young peo-
ple. Instead of taking steps to
mitigate the psychological and
health harms associated with use
of its platforms, Meta not only
concealed these harms but also
amplified them by employing
features that fueled young users’

addiction to its platforms.

The complaint further alleges
that Meta knew that young users,
including those under 13, were
active on the platforms, and
knowingly collected data from
these users without the parental
consent that is required by feder-
al law. It targeted these young
users because, as reported in a
2021 Wall Street Journal article,
this user base was “valuable, but
untapped.” At the same time,
however, the company disa-
vowed interest in this demo-
graphic, publicly stating that it
did not allow kids under 13 on
its platforms.

While much of the complaint
relies on confidential material
that is not yet available to the
public, publicly available
sources, including those previ-
ously released by former Meta
employees, detail how Meta
profited by purposely making its
platforms addictive to children
and teens. Its platform algo-
rithms push users to descend into
“rabbit holes” in an effort to
maximize engagement.

Features like infinite scroll

(Continued on page 13)

ESSEX COUNTY ANNOUNCES IMPROVEMENTS TO BROOKDALE PARK SOCCER FIELD & TRACK

ESSEX - Essex County Execu-
tive Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr.
announced that a project to up-
date the soccer field and running
track in the Essex County
Brookdale Park Tom Fleming
Athletic Complex in Bloomfield/
Montclair with new playing sur-
faces has been completed. The
upgrades will enhance usage of
the complex and reduce mainte-
nance, especially after rainy
weather.

The improvements are part
of the County Executive’s ongo-
ing initiative to revitalize Essex
County Parks System and ensure
recreation facilities meet the
changing demands of the com-
munity.

“The public relies on Essex
County to provide facilities on
which athletes of all ages can

practice and play. The soccer
field and track are heavily used
by a variety of community recre-
ation and high school sports pro-
grams. Updating the facility with
new playing surfaces is essential
to providing safe places to play,”
DiVincenzo said.

“This is a wonderful facility
that lives up to the name of Tom
Fleming. This is nothing new
because it’s what we do on a dai-
ly basis with our County Execu-
tive,” Commissioner Vice Presi-
dent Carlos Pomares said.

“I am proud to partner with
the County Executive to deliver
projects such as this one that
benefits our residents,” Commis-
sioner Brendan Gill said.

“I am excited that this field
and track are ready and are back
in use. This is another great in-

vestment in our community,”
Bloomfield Mayor Michael Ve-
nezia said.

“We appreciate all that is
being invested in Brookdale
Park and all the work that is be-
ing done,” said Montclair Coun-
cilor Bob Russo, who added he
is a longtime member of the Es-
sex Running Club, which uses
the track as its base of operation.

“This 1s a great improvement
to the park and demonstrates the
County Executive’s commitment
to providing up-to-date recrea-
tion facilities where our children
can have positive experiences,”
Essex County Administrator
Robert Jackson said.

“This area of the park is
heavily used and the renovations
to the soccer field and track are
greatly appreciated by the con-

servancy and community. Thank
you to the County Executive for
having the vision to continue to
create such great facilities,” said
Don McLoughlin, President of
the Brookdale Park Conservan-
cy.

The dirt infields on four Lit-
tle League/softball fields were
upgraded with synthetic playing
surfaces. The outfields of the
four fields were sodded with nat-
ural grass. A new drainage sys-
tem was installed at each of the
four fields. The improvements
address flooding in the area and
will enable the fields to be used
quickly after rainy weather. In
addition to the field improve-
ments, new sports lighting was
installed on the soccer field.

(Continued on page 13)
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From
The
Pastor’s
Heart

OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

Show Hospitality
To One Another

The bombing of the hospital
in Gaza by whoever is to blame
(at the moment, Hamas and the
Palestinians at large are blaming
Israel, and Israel is blaming a
misfired bomb from Hamas), is a
tragedy beyond repair. Estimates
are that more than 300 are dead.

Whether the blast was in-
tended or unintended, there
should be a grim reminder that
hospitals are no more hospitable
places to be in times of war than
in one's home or other places.
Wars cause people to be un-
friendly to one another. And the
care and cause that should be
taken are never taken. In the ef-
fort to win, all kinds of atrocities
are practiced, emphasizing that
one of history's greatest trage-
dies is the "inhospitality of hu-
manity to humanity," as they
used to say, “The inhospitality of
man to man.”

In the earliest history of hu-
manity, we see the grievousness
of the men of Sodom towards
the angels who had come to visit
Lot, and, except for the power of
the angels, Lot and his house-
hold would have been mistreat-
ed. (see Genesis 19).

In the history of Israel, we
also see how the men of Gibeah
wanted to treat the man receiv-
ing hospitality at a home where
he was being entertained over-

night. When the men of the city
did not get what they wanted to
do with the man, they were so
furious that they were about to
burn down the house. The sad-
dest part of the story is that the
man offered his betrothed (wife)
to the men, and they ravaged her
all night and left her for dead.

When the man was ready to
leave at daybreak, he saw his
half-dead betrothed lying on the
doorstep. He took her on his
donkey and went home. On ar-
riving home, he cut her body in
twelve pieces and sent the pieces
throughout Israel as evidence of
the atrocity. The consequence
was the war that led to the near
wiping out of the tribe of Benja-
min (see Judges 19).

The point of this reflection is
that the consequence of inhospi-
tality means destruction for any
home, community or nation.
Hospitality means that we care
for one another and are willing
to help each other. It means that
we seek to build friendships with
each other and that we show
courtesies to one another. But, in
the dictionary definition, the
word is derived from the Latin
word “hospes," meaning visitor
or stranger." The best historical
understanding is that hospitality
makes us welcoming and kind to
strangers.

In the Bible, there is a great
emphasis that hospitality should
be rendered to strangers, the fa-
therless, widows and the poor.
Take a moment to research the
Bible on this. For this reason, the
stories that are cited above re-
veal the tragedies they did. In a
society where hospitality breaks
down, there are bound to be ca-
tastrophes such as what hap-
pened in Gaza or across Ukraine

or multiple other parts of the
world where wars are being
fought with babies being killed,
and women being raped, etc.

Even in America, where we
portend so much hospitality, we
see that there is much resentment
towards strangers in too many
cases. Suppose one analyzes the
ongoing conversations about the
invasion on the Southern border,
the student loan forgiveness by
President Biden, and the host of
other issues in some of the polit-
ical discussions; one will be
made aware that much of it is a
listing of resentments and anger
against the strangers, the father-
less and the economically disen-
franchised, etc.

A lot of effort is being made
to hide the fact that we are be-
coming an inhospitable society,
but if one takes a careful look, it
will be made clear that the self-
ishness, resentment, pride and
prejudice which drove the men
of Sodom and Gibeah to behave
as they did is the same that is
driving the societies of our day,
including what is happening in
America.

To those questioning my as-
sertion, I need to ask, how much
are we opening our homes and
churches to those in need as was
done in the homes of yester-
years? There may be great expla-
nations for the changes that have
occurred, but it must be noticed
that instead of our homes being
hospitable places, they are se-
cured by locked doors, iron bars,
etc.

And at the risk of seeming
uncharitable, we might also ask,
"How hospitable are our church-
es today?" "Do people who
come to them feel a sense of
welcome?"

It is of interest that when Je-
sus was about to leave the earth,
he gave his disciples the foot-
washing ceremony as a reminder
of the hospitality with which
they were to live in a communi-
ty. (See John 13). The foot-
washing ceremony is only prac-
ticed in a few churches and de-
nominations of the day, but it is
clear that if it were practiced as
in ancient societies, we could
learn much. In fact, when Jesus
instituted the ceremony, he en-
riched it so that the disciples
could understand its richness in
demonstrating their love, humili-
ty, service, patience, sympathy,
empathy, and courtesies towards
each other. Yes, Jesus was using
this ceremony of hospitality to
build the spirit of community
among his disciples and with the
church that would follow them
through the ages.

A quote I read some time
ago emphasizes the above:
"Hospitality is a valuable spiritu-
al asset for community building.
It is a sacred ancient art that
makes room at the table of con-
sciousness for everyone,
strangers and guests alike. In the
genuine warmth and welcoming
spirit that hospitality is most
known for, it spans cultural di-
vides as a nonviolent pathway,
transcending background and
nationality."

Another quote in my notepad
states, "When the spirit of hospi-
tality dies, the heart becomes
palsied."

Do I need to say more? I
think not. The message being
made clear is that we find every
little way we can to practice hos-
pitality. As Peter says, "Show
hospitality to one another." (1
Peter 4:9).

WORLD NEWS FLASH

(Continued from page 9)

especially, Katie Piper, Andreas Chris-
topheros and the other survivors who are so
brave and courageous.”

The round table brought together the
many structures both inside and outside of
government aimed at protecting the public
from such attacks to discuss, retailers’ statu-
tory obligations, including around age verifi-
cation, and to ensure they have all the neces-
sary tools to effectively enforce these
measures.

The meeting also explored ideas about
what more can be done to reduce the risk of
corrosive products being misused as weap-
ons, whether retailers are taking this serious-

ly enough and if more can be done by staff to
question the use at the time of purchase.

Katie Piper and Andreas Christopheros
previously met with the Home Secretary on
December 12, 2022 to discuss their concerns
and ideas, which led to the event.

“Today was about progress, prevention
and proactive conversation. Over the past
couple of years I have worked tirelessly to
keep this topic on the government agenda,”
Piper said. “This is a very serious issue and
statistics show violent crime using acid is
increasing at an alarming and disturbing rate.

“Reducing accessibility and the sale of
corrosive substances is absolutely crucial to
reducing acid attacks, and the resulting hor-
rendous impact it has on victims. Retailers,
associations and delivery gateways all have a

colossal duty and responsibility to help us in
our aims.

“I remain absolutely determined in my
mission for change - today for accessibility,
but tomorrow also for sentencing, legisla-
tion, funding and increased regulation.”

“Surviving and living through the wake
of an acid attack is a challenge like no other.
Survivors are left broken physically, emo-
tionally, and financially and many will carry
these struggles for the rest of their lives,”
said Christopheros.

“It’s promising that the government has
engaged in our campaign for change, howev-
er, more needs to happen. We must keep
pushing for a better future for survivors of
these horrific crimes.”
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BROOKDALE PARK

(Continued from page 11)

This is the third time since
2004 that a new synthetic grass
surface was installed on the soc-
cer field and a new rubber sur-
face was installed on the running
track.

The Essex County Depart-
ment of Public Works designed
the improvements in house and
monitored the project to ensure
delays were avoided. Applied
Landscape Technologies from
Montville was awarded a public-
ly-bid contract for 1,076,441 to
perform the construction. Fund-
ing was provided through a grant
from the Essex County Recrea-
tion and Open Space Trust Fund
Advisory Board. Work started in
May and was completed in six
months.

Revitalizing  Essex
Brookdale Park

County

Currently underway is a pro-
ject to modernize the tennis and
pickleball complex in Brookdale
Park. DiVincenzo’s administra-
tion has completed several im-
provement projects in Brookdale
Park as part of a comprehensive
initiative to revitalize the Essex
County Park System.

The synthetic grass field and
rubberized running track in the
Oval were completed in May
2004 and was updated with new
grass and rubberized surfaces in
2014. In 2006, the meadow un-
derwent an extensive $1.15 mil-
lion renovation that included the
installation of new drainage and
irrigation systems, the planting
of sod on the entire meadow sur-
face and the modernization of the
baseball/softball field in the
northern section of the meadow.
The  development of the
Brookdale Dog Park and the re-
construction of the 11-court ten-
nis facility were completed in
November 2007.

In 2009, the Circuit Drive,
the parking lots and the walking
paths throughout the park were
repaved. In 2014, a three-phase
project to install 148 light poles
at the park entranceways and
around the walking paths and an
18-station fitness course were
completed. In 2015, the play-
ground was updated with new
climbing apparatus and a rubber-
ized safety surface. In 2018, the
welcome center received a com-
prehensive upgrade and in 2019
the tennis court complex was re-
surfaced and the county’s first
pickleball courts were created.

In 2022, a permanent band-

Photo By Essex County

stand/open air pavilion to be
used as a stage for the Essex
County Summer Concert Series
was built. Three baseball and
softball fields were modernized
with synthetic playing surfaces
on the infields and new drainage
systems and the sports lighting
system at the soccer field was
upgraded in 2023. These projects
were funded with grants from the
NJ Green Acres program and the
Essex County Recreation and
Open Space Trust Fund. DiVin-
cenzo has established partner-
ships with the Montclair United
Soccer and the Brookdale Park
Conservancy to obtain the grant
funding.

The Essex County Park Sys-
tem was created in 1895 and is
the first county park system es-
tablished in the United States.
The Park System consists of
more than 6,000 acres and has 23
parks, five reservations, an envi-
ronmental center, a zoo, Treetop
Adventure Course, ice skating
rink, roller skating rink, three
public golf courses, golf driving
range, two miniature golf cours-
es, four off-leash dog facilities, a
castle and the Presby Memorial
Iris Gardens. At 121.41 acres,
Brookdale Park is the third larg-
est park in the Essex County Sys-
tem. Land for the park was pur-
chased between 1928 and 1931.

META LAWSUIT

(Continued from page 11)

and near-constant alerts were
created with the express goal of
hooking young users. These ma-
nipulative tactics continually lure
children and teens back onto the
platform. As Aza Raskin, the
original developer of the infinite
scroll concept, noted to the BBC
about the feature’s addictive
qualities: “If you don't give your
brain time to catch up with your
impulses ... you just keep scroll-
ing.”

Meta knew these addictive
features harmed young people’s
physical and mental health, in-
cluding undermining their ability
to get adequate sleep, but did not
disclose or meaningfully try to
minimize the harm. Instead, it
claimed the platforms were safe

for young users.

These choices, the complaint
alleges, violate state consumer
protection laws, including the
CFA and COPPA. The federal
complaint seeks injunctive and
monetary relief to rectify the
harms caused by these platforms.

The multistate coalition that
brought today’s complaint is also
investigating TikTok for similar
conduct. That investigation re-
mains ongoing, and states have
pushed for adequate disclosure of
information and documents in
litigation related to TikTok’s
failure to provide adequate dis-
covery in response to the multi-
state’s requests.

States joining the federal
lawsuit are Arizona, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Ken-

tucky, Louisiana, Maine, Mary-
land, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, South Dakota,
Virginia, Washington, West Vir-
ginia, and Wisconsin. Florida is
filing its own federal lawsuit in
the U.S. District Court for the
Middle District of Florida.

Filing lawsuits in their own
state courts are the District of
Columbia, Massachusetts, Mis-
sissippi, New Hampshire, Okla-
homa, Tennessee, Utah, and Ver-
mont, alleging the company vio-
lated numerous state laws, in-
cluding deceptive trade, consum-
er fraud, unlawful trade, unjust
enrichment, negligence, product
liability, and public nuisance
claims.

Assistant  Section  Chief
Thomas Huynh, Deputy Attor-
neys General Gina Pittore, Man-
dy Wang, and Cody Valdez, Le-
gal Specialist Ethan Rubin, and
Law Clerk Alan Leal, under the
supervision of Data Privacy &
Cybersecurity  Section  Chief
Kashif T. Chand, Assistant At-
torney General Jennifer S. Schie-
felbein, and Deputy Director Ja-
son W. Rockwell within the Di-
vision of Law’s Affirmative Civ-
il Enforcement Practice Group,
and Senior Counsel Daniela L.
Nogueira within the Office of the
Attorney General, are represent-
ing the State in the matter. Inves-
tigator Aziza Salikhova of the
Office of Consumer Protection
within the Division of Consumer
Affairs conducted the investiga-
tion.
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trate the payoff. I so appreciate
my permanent Muse, who are
displayed here. Two times
thanks to Ebony. Thanks to
Keyasia, Arin, and Latasia, and
my Features Destiny and little
Qhristopher for lending their im-
ages to change. Now, "Picture
That."

What do you see, who do
you see, why do you see, and
how do you see? Also, which
photos make for a great print?
Feel free to contact me with
feedback or anything that you
find to be Observation Booth
worthy at any time at local-
talkandrea@gmail.com.

OP-ED By Andrea Dialect
PICTURE THAT

THE WOMB SERIES

Woman to woman... I am wom-
an. I feel you! - Andrea Dialect

This series is near to my
heart. There is a strong connec-
tion when developing Fine Art-
istry such as the ones printed
here with my subjects (My pro-
fessional or feature Muse). I ap-
preciate being entrusted with
their image, and I am always
taken aback by how they lend
themselves to enhance our story
as human beings.

Check out these works of art
in my traveling exhibit below. I
decided against the guided tour
because it would be more inter-
esting to roam the page, make
your assessments, and orches-

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 10)

2018.
Ghebremicael said that the council may
revisit the matter before 2026.

SOUTH ORANGE - Seton Hall University
administrators worked with South Orange
police, state and federal officials Oct. 9 to
trace the source of threatening e-mail sent to
parts of the campus community.

The SHU Office of Public Safety sent
along to other authorities a message that
someone had sent emails to various adminis-
trators and faculty that Monday morning that
violence would happen on campus.

There was an increased presence of law
enforcement and of safety protocols for later
that day.

Classes and other scheduled activities
continued.

Photo Credits
Andrea Dialect

MAPLEWOOD - Township police officers,
with the assistance of their Irvington col-
leagues, have been investigating the shooting
of a woman found here along Evelyn Court
Oct. 9.

The first MIPD units, said Chief Sally,
had responded to a call of a woman lying
along the residential dead end street at 2:11
p.m. that Monday. They found the victim
with a gunshot wound there, administered
first aid and called for emergency service.

A unit each from the South Essex Fire
Department and RWJ Barnabas Health para-
medics arrived and took the victim to a local
hospital. The Irvington Police detectives
were called in when the victim said she was
shot in that township.

Evelyn Court is a north-south street on
the west side of Lightning Brook, just away
from Boyden and Stuyvesant avenues. The
brook forms the Maplewood-Irvington bor-

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com and type
The Observation Booth, Andrea Dia-
lect and/or Entertainment Section in
the search bar. If you are interested
in participating in a challenge, pro-
ject sharing a topic, news or if you
have any questions, comments or
concerns, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com.

The ECPO Major Crimes Unit has been
advised in case the victim's condition wors-
ens. Her present condition is not known as of
press time.

BLOOMFIELD - ECPO and township po-
lice are still investigating - but have not dis-
closed more details as of press time - a fatal
pedestrian accident of a township woman on
Grove Street, just south of Bloomfield Ave-
nue here, Oct. 20.

Township police officers swiftly arrived
at the intersection at 6:40 p.m. Friday and
found Nelly Fernandez, 60, in front or by
136 Grove St. in the southbound lane.

They promptly called for local EMS and
closed Grove Street between the avenue and
Elmwood Avenue/Royalton Place. Buses on
NJTransit's No. 90 route were among the

(Continued on page 15)
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 14)

detoured traffic.

EMS technicians rushed her to New-
ark's University Hospital - where she was
declared dead at 7:52 p.m. They also called
in the ECPO Crash Scene Investigation
team for a field inquest. Both Grove Street
and Bloomfield Avenue are county roads.

The motorist who had allegedly struck
Fernandez stayed at the scene. There are no
other details except that the driver has not
been charged as of press time.

MONTCLAIR - The Township Council,
in a 4-2 split vote in a special 11 a.m. Sept.
18 meeting, appointed Roger Terry to suc-
ceed the resigned Peter Yacobellis as at-
large councilman.

Terry, who was absent from the meet-
ing, was present by his record and reputa-
tion. The former Montclair Deputy Chief
of Police was on the council as an at-large
member 2008-12, He is also the NAACP
Montclair Branch's President.

Mayor Sean Spiller, Deputy Mayor/
First Ward Councilman William "Bill"
Hurlock, Second Ward Councilwoman
Robim Schlager and Third Ward Council-
woman Lori Price Abrams approved Ter-
ry's appointment. Fourth Ward Councilman
Davis Cummings and At-Large Council-
man Robert "Bob" Russo dissented.

Public comment speakers Eileen Bir-
mingham, Nicole Farjani, William Scott
and Christine Thomas supported Dr. Renee
Baskerville to succeed Yacobellis. The
commentator cited the former Fourth Ward
Councilwoman's May 2020 township wide
vote total as grounds for her being consid-
ered.

Baskerville forfeited her ward re-
election for an unsuccessful campaign for
mayor. A majority of registered Montclair
voters picked Spiller. The doctor, at the
public comment segment, asked "What is it
that keeps you from selecting me?"

Spiller and Hurlock moved and second-
ed the motion to appoint Terry. Russo
wanted to move for Baskerville but sensed
that the process "is one of those railroad
jobs."

BELLEVILLE - Take a good look at 211
Washington Ave., for the two-story 77-
year-old building will become a parking lot
soon. How large the municipal parking lot
will be is an open question.

"Local Talk" noticed that Belleville
authorities had brought in poles in cement
buckets linked by a chain about two weeks
ago. "No Parking" signs were posted, de-
terring the up to six motorists who used to

park in the former Amity Animal Hospital
front lot since the veterinarian office and
second floor apartment were closed earlier
this year.

The chains were disturbed Aug. 18-19
for a 30 cubic foot dumpster were placed,
and adjusted by a Belleville DPW bull-
dozer. That JSI container was nearly filled
by 5 p.m. Aug. 20.

The Township Council, at their June
27 meeting, authorized Belleville's admin-
istrators to negotiate a purchase price
from Dr. Delfin O. Tumbay, DVS for 211
Washington "for the purposes of a parking
lot." Tumbay, of Old Bridge, had ended
his 49-year practice there in early 2023.

211 Washington, built in 1946 was
among a series of houses along the west-
ern hillside of Washington whose houses
were set back, creating front lawns to the
sidewalk/apron or curb. Some of those
lawns became private parking lots and
some others space for commercial store-
fronts.

The macadam space out front appears
to be good for up to 12 vehicles. That
space may double should the township
level the house and the hill it stands on.

NUTLEY - "Local Talk" has learned that
Newark native, Nutley resident and Essex
County's third County Executive, Thomas
J. D'Alessio, had died in Jupiter, Fla.,
Aug. 14 - 10 days short of what would
have been his 89th birthday.

Tom D'Alessio was born in Newark
Aug. 24, 1934 to James and Antoniette
(Martino) D'Alessio. Tom was raised for a
time before he and his family moved here
to Nutley. He found a liking to law en-
forcement, joining the Essex County
Sheriff's Office in 1970 and rose from the
Transportation to become Sheriff in 1982.

Along that rise, D'Alessio had several
promotions up to lieutenant, and was
elected Essex County Sheriff's Office Su-
perior Officers Association President in
1978. He also attained an associate's de-
gree in police administration from Essex
County College in 1975.

Lt. D'Alessio ran as County Sheriff
with Essex County Democratic Commit-
tee endorsement in 1979. He defeated
Newark Chief of Police Zizza, in the June
primary and, with a 28,000 vote plurality,
defeated Charles Cummings in the Gen-
eral Election. He was in the midst of mod-
ernizing the office when he resigned to
run as County Executive in 1990.

Sheriff D'Alessio resigned from his
office in 1990 to run to succeed Nicholas
Amato, who decided not to run again.
D'Alessio ran unopposed in the primary

and defeated Millburn Committeeman Michael
Vernotico in the General Election.

D'Alessio resigned Feb. 22 1994 in the wake
of being convicted of federal extortion charges the
year before. He was accused of asking for $58,000
from a solid waste hauler in exchange for getting a
state environmental permit. He retired to Mana-
hawkin after serving a five-year sentence.

Former wife Suzanne, daughters Jennifer
D'Alessio-Luongo and Deborah Perillo, sister An-
nette Festa, grandchildren Jude Luongo, Jr. Jianna
Luongo and John Straccamore, are among his sur-
vivors.

A visitation was held at Megaro's Funeral
Home in Belleville, Aug. 22, followed by a private
inurnment.

Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital.
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Stop Bank Levies!
Stop Wage Garnishments!
Stop Creditor Harassment m
Prevent Auto Repossessions
ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.
FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
142 Lafayette Street
Newark, NJ 07102
973-342-6653

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
Stop Foreclosurell
Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
Restore Driving Privileges
Call
DAVID WITHERSPOON
Attorney-at-Law
973-489-9005
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL
MAY REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

www.bellaitaliarestaurantnj.com
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OBélla Salia (Ristoranie

Banquet Facilities & Fine Dining

Phone: 973-676-4300 / 973-678-5538 535 Central Avenue
Fax: 973-678-2673 Orange, NJ 07050
Near Rte. 280 and The West Orange Line
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CARDIOLOGY
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD
Catalino DelaCruz, MD
Bhavna Mohandas, MD
Abbas Shehadeh, MD
Isaac Tawfik, MD
Marlyn Escalona, APN
Lou Alexandre, PA

PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS
Jeffrey Miller, DO

PODIATRY
Jodene Shwer, DPM
Amro EI-Nakib, DPM

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD
Burget Cort, APN

GYNECOLOGY
Clifford Toliver, MD

PEDIATRIC & ADULT

ENDOCRINOLOGY
Tara Rajiyah, MD

NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAI MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD
Myriam Sterlin, MD
Aleksander Lekan, MD
Hemlata Bhatia, MD
Narinda Kaur, MD
Normita Narvaez, MD
Ramesh Kania, MD
Nivia Rowe, APN
Roody Dalberis, APN
Sanjaykumar Shah, APN
Mary Elias, APN
Janiece Howell, APN
Jamila Jones, DNP

Welcome to Our New Center for
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases

Treating Both
Adults and
Children of

All A s~
AIll Ages

We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
Including
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
And Metabolic Bone Disorders

Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both aduits and children
Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange

Contact us: 973-395-1550 e Orangeheartcenter.net
VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Avenue Tel. 973-378-2266
Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Avenue Tel. 973-374-8807
West Orange: 77 Main Street Tel. 973-324-2090
West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-672-3829

West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552
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