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By Walter Elliott 
 
ORANGE - The Committee for Term Lim-
its in Orange's recent attempt to place their 
public question on the Nov. 7 General Elec-
tion ballot for voter consideration was not 
the first in a New Jersey municipality. 

Citizens of Morristown and Piscataway 
attempted similar petition drives in 2020-21 

but neither made it onto their election bal-
lot. All three municipalities have found that 
attaining the minimum number of registered 
voters in the prescribed time a challenge. 

The Morristown Voter Initiative for 
Term Limits, for example, began circulating 
petitions to sign in that central Morris 
County town shortly after their June 9, 2021 
major party primary elections. They had 
submitted petitions with 330 signatures on 
them to the Town Clerk Margot Kaye's of-
fice Aug. 1 with supposedly more forthcom-
ing. 

Esperanza Porras-Field, who had chal-
lenged three-term incumbent Tim 
Dougherty in the party on June 9, was an 
MVITL co-founder.  A majority of partici-
pating Democratic party voters selected in-
cumbent Tim Dougherty for mayor over 

Porras-Field. They also selected a pair of 
incumbent council members and a prospec-
tive council member on Dougherty's slate 
for that year's General Election ballot. 

Porras-Field, however, had advocated 
municipal term limits during that Spring's 
primary season. Members of Morristown 
Police PBA Local 43, that same season, 
rented a billboard truck in part to call for 
term limits. A resident-based Morristown 
Watch had also called for term limits. 

MVITL called for limiting the incum-
bent and future mayors and council mem-
bers to a pair of consecutive terms. 

A crosstown check of the 2020 General 
Election results with the Morris County 
Clerk's Office, however, found no Morris-

(Continued on page 7) 

By Lev D. Zilbermints 
 
SOUTH ORANGE - A petition 
on change.org alleges that Seton 
Hall University (SHU) has done 
nothing to protect current and 
former students from sexual vi-
olence on campus. The petition 
was put online by Protecting 
Pirates in April 2022. Since 
then, the first petition has re-
ceived at least 765 signatures. 

“Local Talk” reported about 
this in its May 19, 2022 edition. 
This story is the continuation of 
the one from last year. 

According to the April 21, 
2022 online issue of the Setoni-
an, the student newsletter, Pro-
tecting Pirates was formed in 
March 2022. According to an 
interview done in May 2022 
with former SHU student and 
sexual violence survivor Emily 
Archibald, Protecting Pirates is 
a coalition outside of the univer-

sity. Administrators have not 
met with Protecting Pirates. 

 
New Petition Asks  
for Assistance 

 
According to the new peti-

tion on change.org, Seton Hall 
University is not only doing 
nothing to address sexual vio-
lence, but actively blocking pro-
posed changes. 

The new petition, dated Sep-
tember 2, 2023 reads: 

“We need your help once 
again. 

“It has become clear to us 
that Seton Hall University will 
only change its ways if it feels 
continued pressure from the uni-
versity community. Since our 
last protest in April 2022, our 
members have been in commu-
nication with students who 
served in the Student Govern-
ment Association and attempted 

to implement changes outlined in 
our petition, shy of demanding an 
apology from administration for 
consistently failing survivors of 
sexual violence. For no logical 
reason, there was pushback 
against these proposed changes. 

“We persist in our fight for an 
alternative to the Bilateral No 
Contact Order. 

“These orders have been ex-
ploited by perpetrators seeking 
revenge against those who have 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Hello Readers, 
 
Why aren’t the city clerks of 

townships, cities, counties, and 
the election commissions truly 
helping the community? They 
all are getting paid with taxpayer 
money. They are all (supposed 
to be) independent from the ad-
ministration and responsible to 
answer to the council as he/she 
is performing the duties to assist 
the mayor and the council.  

The clerk must perform his/
her duties towards the citizens as 
well. When a citizen has a com-
plaint against the administration 
of council, he/she must help and 
guide the citizen to make the 
citizen’s work easy. However, 
many have complained that the 
clerks are not helpful when there 
is a movement or citizen’s group 
asking to make a change in the 
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duties of this class are performed 
in a general office environment.” 

In my opinion, when the citi-
zens ask the clerk something, 
they must answer their questions 
within a certain period of time 
and in writing. If the form or in-
structions they provide do not 
match the law for any reason, the 
council must accept as a valid 
form of resolution with the cor-
rections of a law.  

Also, I wish that the cities 
and townships appoint one law-
yer, who can guide the citizens in 
case of citizen’s complaints 
against the administration. Why 
do I suggest this? Because, when 
the city contests against any form 
of changes, with lawyers paid by 
the taxpayers, and the citizens try 
to wade through all the legal con-
fusion, the city usually wins, as 
they have a war chest of taxpayer 
money while the taxpayers do 
not have such funds for lawyers. 

The known case of Alex 
Murdaugh for the murder of his 
wife and son on June 7, 2021 be-
came a household story. His case 
started in January 2022, and he 

was eventually convicted and 
sent to prison.  

However, there was recently 
news that the court clerk tem-
pered with jurors so she could 
secure a book deal. Clerk Rebec-
ca Hill penned the memoir 
“Behind the Doors of Justice.” 
According to Fox News, Hill 
pressured jurors to “reach a 
quick verdict,” so her book can 
be a best seller. Did her book’s 
publication have anything to do 
with the jury’s verdict? Mur-
daugh’s lawyers filed to have a 
retrial, as this may be a key fac-
tor in having the verdict undone. 

After the freezing episodes of 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, the Senate will be in 
session again. The doctors gave 
him a checkup and determined 
that he did not have a stroke or 
seizure. However, it happened 
more than once. He should resign 
immediately in my opinion.      

   
Have a wonderful week. 

 
I’ll talk to you next time.  

law through a memorandum, or 
they feel that the administration 
and council are not performing 
their duties towards the citizens. 

According to govern-
mentjobs.com on the General 
Purpose of the Clerk: “The prin-
cipal function of the City Clerk/
Mayor’s Assistant is to perform a 
number of administrative and 
technical tasks that directly sup-
port the effective management of 
the City’s government.  The indi-
vidual in this position exercises 
independent judgment and initia-
tive, provides administrative sup-
port to the Mayor and City Coun-
cil and is responsible for address-
ing public records requests, en-
suring publication of City Coun-
cil meetings, attending City 
Council meetings, Planning & 
Zoning meetings, and any other 
public meetings as needed, 
maintenance of Municipal Code 
and official records of the City, 
and conducting elections. The 
work is performed under the gen-
eral direction of the Mayor & 
City Administrator. The principal 
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OP-ED  BY  DR.  ADIL MANZOOR 
 

RSV Vaccine in Pregnant 
Women to Protect Infants 

Gains FDA Approval: What 
It Means   

 
A maternal RSV vaccine has 

gained approval from the FDA, 
and that is excellent news. Excel-
lent. Why? Let’s find out. 

An acronym for respiratory 
syncytial virus, RSV is one of the 
biggest terrors pediatricians in the 
United States face. And the fact 
that almost all children will have 

Among children below 12 
months, RSV is the single most 
common cause of bronchiolitis 
and pneumonia, with both of 
these conditions bringing to the 
table high risks of respiratory 
and health complications. 

With all of that said, I think 
this is a safe point to get into the 
management and prevention of 
the infection. If a condition poses 
a high risk to the health of indi-
viduals, especially infants, one of 
the first things health authorities 
do is to explore the feasibility of 
an effective vaccine. After the 
drama of the last three years, I 
can understand how many Amer-
icans are disinterested in the idea 
of vaccines, but vaccines have 
existed long before COVID and 
will exist after COVID. 

The RSV vaccine has been in 
the development pipeline for 
years, but there was little signifi-
cant breakthrough until a few 
weeks ago when the FDA ap-
proved a maternal RSV vaccine. 
I know what you’re thinking - if 
a vaccine is just being approved, 
how has RSV been prevented 
over the years? Well, there are 
monoclonal antibodies that con-
fer protection to children from 
serious illness with RSV. How-
ever, monoclonal antibodies are 
not vaccines. 

I could write a whole article 
detailing the differences that ex-
ist between monoclonal antibod-
ies and vaccines, but the sum-
mary is this: monoclonal anti-
bodies are a type of passive im-
munity, while vaccines are a type 
of active immunity. And before 
you ask, active immunity is pre-
ferred because it lasts longer, 
much longer. With monoclonal 
antibodies for RSV, the immuni-
ty weakens over time, and they 
are pretty much useless as treat-
ments for children who already 

have the infection.  
So, you can see why it comes 

as excellent news that a vaccine 
has finally gained approval from 
the FDA. Moreover, the vaccine 
is maternal, meaning the child 
does not have to be inoculated, 
and protection can be developed 
right from the womb. This is the 
same strategy employed with the 
Tdap vaccine for tetanus, diph-
theria, and pertussis, which has 
recorded success over the years. 

The vaccine’s name is Ab-
rysvo, a Pfizer product, and its 
exact effectiveness score in pre-
venting severe infection in in-
fants is 82%, which is high 
enough for the FDA to give their 
seal of approval. Although Pfizer 
states that side effects like fa-
tigue, headache, nausea, and pain 
at the injection site were com-
monly reported among women 
who took the vaccine, there is no 
serious or lasting concern with 
these side effects. 

While the Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP), a body of the CDC, still 
needs to pass a resolution before 
the vaccine can be readily availa-
ble on pharmacy shelves, every-
thing is expected to be in order 
before fall when RSV infections 
are high.  

 
This article was written by Dr. 

Adil Manzoor DO, a Board-
Certified Internist & Board Certi-
fied Pediatrician, who works as a 
Hospitalist, and Emergency Room 
Physician. He is also the current 
President of Garden State Street 
Medicine, a non-profit organization 
whose sole purpose is to provide 
free preventive and acute urgent 
care services for the homeless.  

He is also the co-founder of his 
own unique medical practice Mo-
bile Medicine NJ & House call 
Doctors. He is also currently pursu-

(Continued on page 14) 

been infected with the virus by 
the time they reach age 2 only 
justifies the fear health practition-
ers have of the virus. The CDC 
even estimates that up to 80,000 
children below 5 are hospitalized 
due to RSV. Worse still, among 
children below 12 months, the 
risk of severe infection is high, 
especially in the first six months 
of life. Considering the threat the 
virus poses, you would think a 
vaccine would have been manu-
factured and approved, but not 
quite.  

Before I make a foray into 
how to prevent and manage RSV, 
let me briefly overview what 
RSV is. As the name strongly 
suggests, RSV is a respiratory 
virus, and it typically causes mild, 
cold-like symptoms. RSV symp-
toms will generally appear around 
four days to a week of exposure 
to the virus. These symptoms in-
clude congested or runny nose, 
appetite loss, fever, sneezing, sore 
throat, headache, coughing, and 
wheezing.  

For the majority of individu-
als who have it, full recovery can 
be expected in seven to ten days. 
However, among infants and 
adults above 60, the risk for se-
vere illness is much higher. 



 

By William Hathaway, Jr. 
 
The first annual Brick City 

Classic was held this past week-
end - in Harrison, New Jersey - 
and featured teams representing 
HBCU football. It was a com-
petitive contest that saw Hamp-
ton University prevail over 
Grambling 35-31.  

Hampton quarterback Chris-
topher Zellous had a great game, 
scoring four touchdowns, in-
cluding scores from 22 yards 
and 11 yards out. He finished 14
-25 in the air for 155 yards. 
Running back Darren Butts had 
over 100 yards rushing on 15 
carries, including a 40 yard TD 

run late in the 4th quarter. 
On the other side, QB Myles 

Crawley led Grambling on 23-
38 passing for 311 yards and 2 
TDs. Lyndon Rash caught eight 
passes for 90 yards.  

In New Jersey high school 
football, the Orange High 
School Tornadoes blew away 
John F. Kennedy High School 

on the road in a dominant 50-0 
win. Orange senior quarterback 
Maurice Williams broke the 
school record with a total of 7 
touchdowns in the game. This 
was the second impressive win 
for the 2-0 Tornadoes, as they 
previously beat Wayne Hills on 
the road 42-6. Williams led Or-
ange with 5 TD passes in that 
one. 

In other Essex County ac-
tion, Montclair High beat West 
Orange 24-21 in the Zone Six 
Classic at Hinchliffe Stadium. 
Montclair forced three turnovers 
and snapped a five game losing 
streak to its Essex County rival. 

Finally, in sports entertain-

ment news, All Elite Wrestling 
has announced that Phil Brooks, 
better known as CM Punk, was 
fired after a backstage scuffle at 
the “All In” event at Wembley 
Stadium. This incident came 
almost exactly one year after a 
larger scuffle at the “All Out” 
event in Chicago that also in-
volved Brooks.  
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The FIST group (Debra 
Salters, Emily Aikens, Mar-
garite Royster, Tallaucha 
Hunter) have initiated a TOTAL 
RECALL of The Baraka Ad-
ministration: 

 
• Mayor Ras J. Baraka 
• Michael J. Silva, East Ward 

Council Member 
• Dupre L. Kelly, West Ward 

Council Member 
• Louise Scott-Roundtree, 

Council Member at Large 
• Luis A. Quintana, Council 

Member at Large 
• C. Lawrence Crump, Coun-

cil Member at Large 
• LaMonica McIver, Central 

Ward Council Member 
• Patrick O. Council, South 

Ward Council Member 
• Anibal Ramos Jr., North 

Ward Council Member 
• Carlos M. Gonzalez, Coun-

cil Member at Large 
 
“Our reasons for recalling 

the Mayor and the entire New-
ark Municipal City Council are 
as follows: 

 
• Ras J. Baraka - His political 

agenda has exterminated the 
quality of life for the aver-
age Newarker.  He is the 
mayor for the outsiders. 
(Where is the money?) 

• McIver - The council presi-
dent is unprofessional, 
shows the residents no re-
spect, and is always in a 
rush to do the City’s busi-
ness. What about We, The 
People? And like the mayor, 
she weaponizes the police 
for her personal gain. When 
someone says something 
that she doesn’t like, she 
yells “Officers, offic-
ers……”! 

• Crump - Does NOT contrib-
ute value to the people in the 
City of Newark. He stole a 

seat that was supposed to be 
decided with a special elec-
tion that We, The People 
were denied. He also said 
that he was only going to 
fulfill the time left in his 
mother, Mildred Crump’s 
term, and that he would not 
run for the seat in ‘22. So he 
came in lying, and has con-
tinued lying. 

• Quintana - Has made a ca-
reer as a councilman, twenty
-seven years to be exact. 
Too long to have no results 
that benefit the residents of 
the City of Newark. 

• Gonzalez - Has also made a 
career as a councilman and 
has stood by while every-
thing has been designed for 
the newcomers and develop-
ers to benefit. Twenty-five 
years is too long to have no 
results, nor legislation 
passed to benefit We, The 
People. 

• Ramos - Seventeen years, no 
presence in the Black com-
munity, unless to gain sup-
port of the seniors. 

• Council, Rountree, and with 
great disappointment, Silva, 
all bow, and bend to the will 
of Ras J Baraka.  
 
“Multiple lawsuits for sexu-

al harassment, wrongful termi-
nation, and a hosts of other 
things; Why? Because it is not 
their money that they are spend-
ing. We, The People are paying 
for the top notch lawyers for 
their criminal activity. 

“There is no substantial dif-
ference for the people. How has 
life gotten better since they have 
been in office? Our quality of 
life has deteriorated. This is 
why term limits are needed. 
They have made this a business 
for themselves, their friends, 
and their families.” 

town municipal questions on 
the ballot. It is not known, as of 
press time, whether the term 
limit question's petitions had 
failed to get the minimum sig-
natures of registered voters. 

Dougherty was re-elected to 
his fourth term. His incumbent 
council team was also re-
elected. 

Piscataway's 2020 term lim-
it campaign ran concurrently 
with that year's COVID-
combined spring municipal, 
school board and party primary 
elections. 

The Dems On Your Side 
team, led by mayoral candidate 
Bill Irwin, also fielded three 
prospective Township Council 
members in the primary. They 
were going up against then-
three-term incumbent Brian C. 
Wahler and three sitting council 
members. 

DOYS advocated "Term 
limits for elected officials - no 
more career politicians!" That 
line was the seventh of 28 plat-
form points for a more open, 

equitable and greener municipal 
government. 

Irwin and his challengers 
were citing Wahler's then-12 
years as Piscataway mayor. His 
team appears to also be pursu-
ing the establishment of a term 
limit ordinance once they are 
elected. 

Piscataway's term limits 
public question referendum, 
like with Morristown, never 
made that year’s General Elec-
tion ballot. 

"Residents may circulate 
petitions by state law," recalled 
Piscataway PIO Gene Wilk to 
"Local Talk" Sept. 5. "I don't 
recall signed petitions reaching 
the clerk's desk." 

A majority of participating 
Piscataway voters re-elected 
Wahler and a slate of four in-
cumbent council members. 
Wahler and three of the four 
incumbents ae seeking re-
election again Nov. 7. One 
councilman, who was appointed 
in 2021 when the fourth council 
member was promoted to Mid-
dlesex County Commissioner, 
is looking for his first elected 
term. 

TERM LIMITS 

(Continued from page 1) 
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NEWARK - Essex County 
Sheriff Armando B. Fontoura, as 
of Sept. 1, has given 5,000 more 
reasons in asking the public's 
help in identifying a man's body 
found in Weequahic Lake Aug. 
29 - and to find his killer. 

Fontoura, that Friday, had 
posted a $5,000 reward on his 
CrimeStoppers page for infor-
mation leading to the deceased's 
identity and information leading 
to the identity and successful 
prosecution of the killer or kill-
ers. 

Sheriff's officers were first 
told of a body in Weequahic 
Lake just before 11 a.m. Aug. 
29. They patrol the lake as part 
of the 80-acre Essex County 
park. 

They found the male's body 
at 11:06 a.m. and, aided by res-
cue units from the Newark Fire 
Department and University Hos-
pital, brought him ashore. They 
pronounced him dead and called 
for ECPO's Homicide Task 
Force. 

Acting Essex County Prose-
cutor Theodore "Ted" Stephens 
II, on Aug. 30, confirmed that 
the male had died from the mul-
tiple stab wounds found on his 
body. His death is being treated 
as a homicide. 

A Regional Medical Examin-
er's autopsy results here will help 
determine how long the body 
was in the lake and whether he 
was stabbed there or outside of 
the park. 

 
Police Arrest Newark Man  
for Multiple Burglaries 

 

Public Safety Director Fritz 
Fragé reports the arrest of 
Jmarkus A. Baker, 50, of New-
ark for burglaries at two charter 
schools, a church, a pain man-
agement institute, and a city traf-
fic facility between July and Au-
gust 2023. 

Baker was identified as a 
suspect in burglaries at Newton 
Street School, located in the 100 
block of Newton Street, on July 
10, 2023, and July 20, 2023. He 
stole power tools, folding chairs, 
and several tents when he en-
tered the building at 1:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 a.m. 

At Newark Collegiate Acad-
emy, located in the 100 block of 
Littleton Avenue, Baker broke 
into the building around 2:41 
a.m. on July 22, 2023, and stole 
football helmets, a power drill, 
eight Chromebook computers, 
snacks, and cleaning products. 
On July 16, 2023, Baker left 
Marion P. Thomas Charter 
School, located in the 100 block 
of Sussex Avenue, with several 
items in a box. He was charged 
with theft. 

A day earlier, on July 15, he 
was captured on surveillance 
video stealing tools from a work 
truck at the Newark Division of 
Traffic & Signals, located in the 
200 block of Central Avenue. He 
also took generators, a water 
pump, electrical tools, a vacuum, 
and two blowers. 

On August 5, 2023, Baker 
was again captured on surveil-
lance video at the North Ameri-
can Pain and Spine Institute, a 
medical facility located in the 
100 block of Bergen Street. 
Baker walked into the building 
through a rear door around 11:02 
p.m. with another individual and 
stole three televisions and clean-
ing supplies. 

Three weeks later, on August 
26, 2023, approximately 30 
chairs and five tents were miss-
ing from a shed at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, located in the 
100 block of Camden Street. 
Baker was identified as the sus-
pect. 

These charges are merely 
allegations. The suspect is pre-
sumed innocent until proven 

guilty in a court of law.  
 

IRVINGTON - A township 
man has been held in Newark's 
Essex County Correctional Fa-
cility since his arrest within a 
Maplewood house Aug. 21. 

Maplewood police officers 
said that they had responded to a 
call of an individual being inside 
a house along Tuscan Road that 
Monday. That house was vacant 
and had been unoccupied. 

Responding officers found 
the back kitchen door open. 
They entered - and found a man 
standing with a knife in one of 
his hands. 

Officers ordered the man to 
drop the knife, which he did. 
They ran a records check on Ro-
mario Francois, 49, while calling 
for backup. 

Francois was arrested and 
taken to police headquarters. He 
is being held on a count each of 
burglary and weapons posses-
sion. 

 
EAST ORANGE - Family and 
congregants, as of Sept. 5, are 
praying for Pastor Timothy Huff 
while ECPO Major Crimes Task 
Force detectives have been look-
ing for his shooter since Aug. 24. 

A community prayer vigil 
was held for Huff, 57, outside of 
his Green Pasture Missionary 
Baptist Church 6 p.m. Aug. 31, 
with Mayor Theodore "Ted" 
Green in attendance. A Go-
FundMe.co page has been estab-
lished to help with his medical 
expenses. 

Huff, his family and the 
Green Pasture had been holding 
special prayers while he recovers 
from critical chest gunshot 
wounds at Newark's University 
Hospital ICU. They are praying 
for the shooter, who is one of 
two women who had confronted 
Huff and one of his sons at his 
Lower Roseville, Newark house 
2-2:30 a.m. Aug. 24. 

Huff was struck by bullets 
that ripped through a front win-
dow and a living room wall 
while he sat on a couch at 2:30 
a.m. that Thursday. Wife Delois 
Hudson-Huff said that her hus-
band heard the first shots and 

shielded her. 
Video surveillance record-

ings given to ECPO and Newark 
Police show one of two women 
firing a gun from the Fourth 
Street sidewalk at that time they 
were the same duo who had con-
fronted Huff and his son 30 
minutes earlier. 

The Huffs said that the pas-
tor and the son found at least one 
of the women tearing an outside 
rear view mirror of a car parked 
in their gated driveway. They 
said that the women left after 
they had called NPD. Delois 
Hudson-Huff told a reporter 
Aug. 25 that "my husband 
wouldn't be in the hospital if the 
police had responded to our first 
call." 

Huff had been Green Pasture 
MBC's senior pastor since 2013. 
The father of eight and grandfa-
ther of 18 had reopened the 
Peck's Ridge neighborhood 
church here for in-person wor-
ship in May. 

 
ORANGE -  A North Carolina 
man, barring his filing an appeal, 
awaits his Oct. 9 sentencing for 
fatally shooting his former Or-
ange landlord here June 24. 

A New Jersey Superior Court
-Newark jury, after a two-week 
trial Aug. 9, found James Height 
guilty of first-degree aggravated 
manslaughter and two second-
degree weapons offenses -- in-
cluding one for being a convict-
ed felon possessing a handgun. 

Height, 55, of Burlington, 
N.C., was convicted of shooting 
dead Renown Abdur Rahim Wil-
son, 55, in front of his Orange 
address at about 10:50 p.m., June 
24, 2021. Height had been living 
in Wilson's building before mov-
ing south. 

Height, going by surveillance 
camera recordings, had returned 
to Wilson's place that night and 
waited on the front porch until 
the latter's arrival. He put a .32 
caliber revolver to Wilson's head 
twice; once on his arrival and 
again when he tried to enter his 
premises. 

A struggle in the front yard 
ensued. Height was shot in the 

(Continued on page 12) 

DISCLAIMER: The following items are 
primarily drawn from first responders. 
Responders' accounts may not be their 
full activity range. Grand juries hand 
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named 
suspects/defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.  
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OP-ED  BY  DR.  ROBERT  KENNEDY 
 

Consider Others Better  
Than Yourselves     

 
In a world where self-esteem is overem-

phasized, one might find it contradictory to 
accept an instruction like the above, 
"Consider others better than yourselves."  

But we do well to heed it because selfish 
ambition and constant competition are caus-
ing great harm to our relationships within our 
churches, families, friendships, neighbor-
hoods, classrooms, leadership, teams, poli-
tics, and society.  

The devil, let's blame him momentarily, 
is finding every reason to make us strive 
against one another. One of the prominent 
fictions of American public life today is race. 
But it makes one group think they are better 
than the other.  

Yes, the color of one's skin is thought to 
be better than that of the other. Antisemitism 
is another problem, built on the same root as 
race. It is focused on the selfish desire of one 
group to obliterate the other. It's the desire to 
be better than the other. It is built on narcis-
sism. 

It is said that what promotes narcissism is 
the focus on self-importance. Among the 
symptoms of narcissistic personality disorder 
(NPD) are: 

 
1. The sense of self-importance. 
2. Preoccupation with power, beauty, or 

success. 
3. The feeling of entitlement. 
4. A deep need to be around people who 

consider themselves unique. 
5. Interpersonally exploitative for their gain. 
6. Strife for exposure. 
7. Lack of empathy. 
8. The attitude that one must be admired. 
9. Being envious of others or believing that 

others are envious of them. 
10. Taking credit that belongs to others. 
11. Comparing the self with others. 
12. Want to win at all costs, even if it re-

quires cheating. 
 
A surprising thing is that the desire for 

self-importance is not unique. It is a tendency 
that is embedded in all of us. It feeds upon 
our insecurities. It is profoundly conceited. It 
starts in subtle, secretive, and seductive ways. 
One might only sense its presence in its full 
bloom; sometimes, it takes someone else to 
point it out. It is a legacy that has been 
around from the moment the serpent went to 
the holy couple in the Garden of Eden and 
told them that they could become like God, 
and they fell for the lie. (cf. Genesis 3). 

Paul understood it well when he gave the 
kind of instruction that he did to the members 
of the church in his letter to the Philippians, 
“Consider others better than yourselves.”  (cf. 
2:3). Look at the near context of the passage 
in which he gives the instruction, “Let noth-
ing be done through selfish ambition or con-
ceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 

others better than himself. Let each of you 
look out not only for his interests but also for 
the interests of others. Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus” Philippi-
ans 2:3-5, NKJV). You can see that Paul is 
attacking the falsehood of self-esteem - self-
ishness, false ambition, conceit, and pride. He 
knew the potential of these evils and that they 
would allow his church and the families in it 
to be destroyed. 

In effect, Paul knew that any possibility 
for more effective relationship, that that pro-
duced by the falsehood of self-esteem, de-
pended, among other things, on the follow-
ing. 

 
1. Rooting out the desire to put oneself first 

in everything. 
2. Humility - Being willing to take a lower 

seat.  
3. Genuine biblical love - The sacrificial 

love that follows that of Jesus Christ. 
4. Respecting others as oneself or, as Jesus 

said, above oneself. 
5. Serving others with the kind of meekness 

and empathy that Christ served.  
6. Self-denial - Being willing to pass by an 

opportunity that will hurt another. 
7. Putting aside your insecurities. 
8. Only sometimes, have the desire to win. 
9. Laying aside the sense of entitlement. 
10. Being willing to share the credit with the 

other. 
 
Yes, considering others better than our-

selves might not be easy, but by the grace of 
God, it is possible.  

From  
The 
Pastor’s 
Heart 

stomach and then in the neck. Wilson died of 
his wounds July 2. His Janazah prayer ser-
vice was held in East Orange's Islamic Cen-
ter of America July 8. 

Height was arrested in Burlington, N.C. 
July 9. He, as a prior felon, is facing a life in 
prison sentence. 

 
WEST ORANGE - Members of Our Green 
West Orange are hoping to speak their peace 
on the intended renovations of "West Orange 
Plaza" on 235 Prospect Ave. as early as the 
West Orange Planning Board's scheduled 
Sept. 6 meeting. 

The Wednesday night Zoom session is a 
continuation of the July 19 and Aug. 17 
presentations by MKW & Associates, of 
Rutherford. The landscape architect and site 

planner intends to modify two existing satel-
lite buildings on the former Kmart Plaza 
shopping plaza property and build a new, 
third building. 

MKW is proposing to subdivide the for-
mer Hudson City Savings Bank/now Verizon 
building into three commercial/retail suites. 
The new building alongside Prospect Ave-
nue, is to have three restaurants on a con-
crete pad with a drive-through service lane 
plus an outdoor food court and customer 
parking. 

The Mavis Tire Center row along the 
property's north side would be broken in two 
and separated by an outdoor public space or 
food court. The remaining structures are to 
respectively hold five and four stores with 
restaurant and drive-through lane capability. 
The work, if approved, will be done while 
and after Target moves into the former 
Kmart / Caldor / E.J. Korvettes anchor store 

space. 
Our Green West Orange, going by its 

website, objects to adding two "fast food" 
restaurants on West Orange Plaza in context 
with the proposed Sonic / Popeye's to replace 
the nearby China Gourmet on Eagle Rock 
Avenue. The environmental advocacy group 
opines that the proposed four restaurants will 
aggravate the Prospect and Eagle Rock inter-
section traffic and urge a township ban on 
drive-through service. 

OGWO also objects in placing dumpsters 
behind the current Mavis row. They said that 
MKW's landscaping plan does not have 
enough trees to counter the asphalt parking 
lot `heat islands ' - and what trees are planted 
will take 20 years to mature. 

 
SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLEWOOD - 
The South Orange-Maplewood School Dis-

TOWN WATCH 
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urge them to 
acknowledge and imple-
ment our demands as 
soon as possible. 

“3. Follow us on In-
stagram @protectingpir 
ates to keep up with our 
social media updates. 

“4. Email us directly 
at protectpiratesnow 
@gmail.com if you have 
a connection with a me-
dia outlet that can help us 
spread the word about 
Seton Hall's failures and 
our efforts to hold the 
university accountable. 
You may also email us 
directly if you are inter-
ested in helping us organ-
ize. 

“5. Make sure you're 
free on October 22nd. 
Hint hint. 

“Your small actions 

to help our initiative will 
have an enormous, posi-
tive ripple effect. We 
need you! 

“Stay safe. Email us 
at protectpiratesnow 
@gmail.com or direct 
message us on Instagram 
if faculty violated Title 
IX during your report 
and/or investigation. De-
pending on your circum-
stances, we may be able 
to help you take action.” 

 
SHU Strategy Criticized 

 
When it comes to 

dealing with pressing 
matters, many have ac-
cused Seton Hall Univer-
sity's leadership of talk-
ing platitudes and delay-
ing matters as much as 
possible without taking 

any action. Both critics 
and history say that the 
university has not done 
enough to move faster 
when crises arise. Only 
when the SHU students, 
alumni, outside groups, 
and the media create an 
outcry does the university 
seemingly start to re-
spond. 

 
Delay caused the Seton 
Hall Fire of Jan. 19, 
2000 

 
The infamous Seton 

Hall Fire of 2000, in 
which three students died 
and 58 were injured, six 
critically, came about as a 
result of SHU administra-
tion doing nothing. Since 
1996, there were calls to 
install sprinklers in the 

dorms, yet this was not 
done. At the time, there 
was a tradition of creat-
ing fake alarms.  

On Jan. 19, 2000, two 
freshmen set fire to a 
couch in Boland Hall. 
Despite the alarm, few 
took it seriously. It got to 
the point where a student, 
Dana Christmas, went 
around, knocking on 
doors, telling people to 
evacuate. She was badly 
burned and spent months 
in a hospital. Later on, 
Ms. Christmas was laud-
ed as a hero for saving 
lives. 

The fire and smoke 
grew to the point where 
people jumped out of 
windows to avoid being 
burned. All this could 

(Continued on page 14) 

requested them based on 
stalking, harassment, and 
sexual violence. There 
have been instances 
where assailants, who 
were subject to No Con-
tact Orders, reported 
their victims when they 
entered buildings while 
Resident Assistants 
(RAs) were on duty. Per-
petrators have even re-
ported survivors who 
implemented No Contact 
Orders after coinci-
dentally sharing class 
halls or bumping into 
survivors by happen-
stance on Seton Hall's 
small, gated campus. 
Perpetrators are often 
irrational and vindictive, 
and they can - and will - 
abuse Bilateral No Con-
tact Orders to further tor-
ment their victims. Other 
universities provide the 
option of one-way No 
Contact Orders; Seton 
Hall should do the same. 

“Faculty members 
have not taken accounta-
bility. 

“(Dean) Karen Van 
Norman has not stepped 
down, nor been removed, 
for explicitly discourag-
ing rape survivors from 
pursuing investigations 
against their perpetrators. 
There has been no 
acknowledgement of ad-
ministration's failures to 
support survivors with 
the accommodations 
they should be provided 
under the law, nor any 
expressed desire to do 
better by the student 
community. 

“Here's what you can 
do - every step takes no 
more than five minutes! 

“1. Share this peti-
tion. We can get to 1,000 
signatures if everyone 
who receives this update 
shares it! 

“2. Email this peti-
tion to Title IX staff 
members at Seton Hall 
University. Tell them 
that you are a concerned 
community member, and 

SETON HALL 
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have likely been prevented had the univer-
sity installed sprinklers in Boland Hall. 

To make a very long story short, the 
university ended up paying millions of 
dollars in damages to the victims of the 
fire. The two freshmen who started the fire 
were sentenced to five years in prison. The 
state of New Jersey passed the strictest 
law in the nation, mandating that sprin-
klers be in all dormitories. 

 
Instagram posts by Protecting Pirates 

 
Protecting Pirates has been active on 

social media. According to an Instagram 
post by Protecting Pirates, “There are no 
reasons outside of laziness and apathy to 
refuse providing a one-way NCO (No 
Contact Order) option. 

“Since our inception, we have worked 

with multiple contacts within SGA to at-
tempt to implement a new NCO from the 
inside instead of applying external pres-
sure. These efforts have not been success-
ful.” 

According to another Instagram post, 
“Seton Hall administration has repeatedly 
pushed back against suggestions to imple-
ment a one way No Contact Order option 
for survivors of sexual violence. 

“Bilateral No Contact Orders place 
pressure on survivors and perpetrators 
alike to avoid one another. Perpetrators 
can use accidental run-ins with their vic-
tims as a basis to report a violation of the 
NCO, and seek disciplinary action. 

“Due to perpetrators having the ability 
to retaliate, a one way option must be 
made available.” 

“Local Talk” will keep its readers in-
formed about how the SHU administration 
responds to Protecting Pirates. 

SETON HALL 
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect 

 
PSEUDO LOVE 

 
 Ponder this one: With one 

hand he put a penny in the urn, 
and with the other took a shilling 
out, (Robert Pollock). 

 
Love is love all the time, 

there ain’t no such thang as 
pickin' & choosin. If you ain’t 
“bout it, bout it” like those street 
cats say ... Shhhhhhhh don’t say 
nothin about it. LOVE ME OR 
LOVE ME NOT! (Andrea Dia-
lect)  
 
FOR REAL THOUGH 
 

I’d gone to a venue not too 
long ago. Supposedly, this was 
one of those “Helping People” 
venues. Let’s call it a Help Meet 
- yeah, that will do! I walked 

around, conversing with several 
of the participants, most being 
the organizers.  

Everyone spoke very candid-
ly about their cause, their life 
purpose, and how very much 
they loved serving humanity. 
Ironically, some felt as if they 
had been beckoned by God him-
self. Yet when I stood at that bus 
stop not even fifteen minutes 
later, I’d then observed many of 
those very same people wave 
their final goodbyes at the speed 
of twenty or above; and others 
who’d shoot the breeze with me 
at the stop light, one being so 
close to me in their car, that if I 
chose, I could reach inside and 
shift the gears. But not one of 
those many asked me if I needed 
a ride. 

It’s disheartening to see ser-
vice become a trend, a mere plat-

form to toot your own horn, in 
that same ole, tired tune! It’s all 
around us, this being blatantly 
selfish, that is. When duty calls, 
we must do the job. Responsibil-
ity can be a bit overwhelming 
because there may be times that 
we must overextend ourselves, 
GO OUT OF OUR WAY or 
even be prepared to forsake all 
others, be it husbands, wives, 
boyfriends, girlfriends, kids, or 
whomever, whenever or whatev-
er else. 

This is purpose! It ain’t nev-
er been about you and it will 
never be all about you or yours 
when ya get down to it, so we 
best learn that real “Help” is an 
action word The people who 
HAD the most influence in my 
life walked by example. Ironical-
ly, at the time doing came natu-
rally that being who they were 
and who they are. Thus, when 
it’s time to cash in, know that it 
is all up to you. You, and only 
you, decide whether you get the 

benefit package of a lifetime or 
that instant one-dolla rebate. 

Whether we do a drive-by, 
big uppin’ ourselves as we wav-
in’ and grinnin' at our reflections 
in passing when taking that 
glance back in our rearview mir-
ror, or were bold enough to look 
’em in the eyes and do this thing, 
takin’ up close and personal to a 
whole other level, We shall reap 
just what we sow. Don’t get it 
twisted! 

It is more of a benefit for all 
of us if we were “Women & 
Men of Distinction” those who 
knowingly can identify ego as 
the imposter that it is, regardless 
of its various, interchangeable 
faces. We can all be excellent 
examples to those in need if we 
take our talking a step further 
and really look at ourselves, and 
be certain that our lives illustrate 
the very thing we’re thinkin’ it 
does.  

Let’s play it safe. When it 
comes to others, if we want to 
change this thing, we best learn 
that real help, HELPS! Are you 
about that life? . … 

 
Read this article in its entirety at 

www.localtalkweekly.com and type 
The Observation Booth, Andrea Dia-
lect and/or Entertainment Section in 
the search bar. If you are interested 
in participating in a challenge, pro-
ject  sharing a topic, news or if you 
have any questions, comments or 
concerns, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com. 

Photos Courtesy Andrea Dialect 

ing an Executive MBA and a Master's of Science in 
Healthcare Leadership at Samuel Curtis Johnson 
Graduate School of Management and the Weill Cor-
nell Graduate School of Medical Sciences.  
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trict, going by one of the Board of Educa-
tion's Aug. 22 votes, is finding out that 
some individuals are hard to replace. 

The school vote, in a 5-4 split vote, 
approved a one-year contract district ad-
ministrators had negotiated with Assistant 
Business Administrator Andrea DelGuer-
cio. The contract is similar to the one that 
had expired July 1 - except with a 10-
percent increase on her $148,500 annual 
salary. 

DelGuercio had been planning to re-
tire after 27 years' service, including the 
last eight here and 15 years in a similar 
position at Montclair Public Schools. 
SOMSD, however, had not found her suc-
cessor before her intended leave. 

"The combination of DelGuercio's 
years of experience, certifications, institu-
tional knowledge and interpersonal con-
nections," said Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Ronald Taylor Aug. 24, "make her by 
far the best option for us at this time of 
many critical high-priority projects for the 
Business Office and the District." 

Dr. Taylor, by "projects," was refer-
ring to the various bonded school con-
struction projects, the institution of a new 
courtesy bus program and managing $13 
million worth of received federal, state 
and local grants." 

DelGuercio, in the Aug. 24 district 
release, said that the state certified public 
schools accountant "is one of the few to 
hold both a Certified Public Accountant 
license and a Qualified Pension Adminis-
trator certificate." 

Why four board members opposed the 
contract extension was not immediately 
known. 

 
BLOOMFIELD - A Queens woman, as 
early as an appearance this month in 
Bloomfield Municipal Court, may learn 
whether her alleged Aug. 25 proposition 
will end with a sentence. 

An undercover Bloomfield Police De-
tective said that a masseuse at Top Health 
Spa, 28 Washington St., offered him sexu-
al activity for pay that Friday. 

Suijin Huh, 41, was later arrested for 
"engaging in prostitution." Huh was also 
found by BPD and ECPO detectives not to 
have a masseuse's license. 

Huh, of Flushing, N.Y., was issued a 
summons to reappear in municipal court 
and was released. Bloomfield Chief of 
Police George Ricci said that the arrest 
was part of a township and county investi-

gation in response to a resident's quality of 
life complaint. 

There were no further charges against 
Top Health's other masseuses or manager. 

The Town Centre establishment was 
among four massage parlors here that re-
sulted in arrests and summonses Jan. 31, 
2017. 

 
MONTCLAIR - Unionized Starbucks 
employees here at 40 So. Park St. were 
not alone in holding a one-day unfair la-
bor practice strike Sept. 1. 

Fellow Starbucks Workers Union-
SEIU employees in Summit, Ledgewood 
and Danbury, Conn. also walked out and 
picketed that Friday in support of 
Montclair Shift Supervisor Celeste Cruz. 

Cruz, who had been in the South Park 
and Church streets store for five years, 
was recently fired by management. SWU 
leadership contends that Cruz was axed 
for union organizing efforts that are legal-
ly protected. 

SWU-Montclair workers filed an open 
letter to store and district managers that 
they consider Cruz's firing is in retaliation 
for organizing - and to have here reinstat-
ed. 

Cruz's firing and the four-store strike 
comes while the National Labor Relations 
Board is pursuing Starbucks for failing to 
bargain in good faith with SWU nation-
wide. The NLRB is fielding 161 federal 
labor law violations and 72 complaints, 
including employee discharges. 

SWU-SEIU represents 7,500 workers 
in 320 Starbucks stores. 

 
BELLEVILLE - The curious case of 355 
Union Ave. became even more curious 
with Mayor Michael Melham, as a private 
citizen, taking Township Clerk Albert 
Cabrera and the Township to State Superi-
or Court-Newark over the latter's response 
to the former's OPRA request earlier this 
summer. 

Melham, going by July 27 - Aug. 10 
court filings made on his behalf by James 
R. Lisa, Esq. of Jersey City, is dissatisfied 
on received documents he had requested 
from Cabrera's office regarding 355 Union 
Ave. 355 Union is a 2.5-story house with 
a first floor office and a basement owned 
by Melham. 

Melham, as landlord, had leased out 
the first floor and basement Jan. 25, 2021 
to the Belleville Board of Education. The 
Belleville Public Schools Administration 
then moved in, only to vacate in June 
2023 with the lease still running. 

Landlord-private citizen Melham is 

TOWN WATCH  

(Continued from page 12) 

looking for material from Town Hall that would 
support his contention that a contractor for the 
school board and/or the district had done some un-
permitted basement electrical work Melham con-
tends that neither BBOE, BPS or the contractor 
had filed construction permits with the Township. 

It is not immediately clear whether Melham 
had been denied access to his OPRA requested 
documents or information. It is therefore unknown 
whether Melham and/or Lisa had filed a denial of 
access appeal to the New Jersey Government Rec-
ords Council. 

The plaintiffs and respondents are in a 150-day 
period of discovery. Lawyers from both sides are 
to report their findings to Superior Court Judge 
Mayra V. Tarantino on or by Dec. 26. The filings 
are found under Docket No. ESX L004809-23. 
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