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Orange Schools
Superintendent
Gerald Fitzthugh I1

ORANGE - On Sept. 13, the
Orange School Board took a
vote on a contract, but one
member brought up some valid
concerns.

School Board Member Ty-
rone Tarver voiced his concerns
on whether or not Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Gerald Fitz-
hugh II should receive a 5 year,
$1.6 Million contract extension,
even though he still has two
years left on the existing one.

Tarver was the only Board
Member to make any comments
before the Orange School Board
voted. No other Board Members
offered any comments to justify
approval of the contract.

Here now is the case that
Mr. Tarver in opposition to the
deal:

“I am not in favor of this
contract extension two years
ahead of time. This current con-

tract is supposed to run through :
June 30, 2025. “I see no reason :
to make the extension right now.

“From a public perspective,

we are doing this when it is not
necessary. We have teacher con-
tract negotiations coming up. To :
make this $1.6 million dollar i

contract extension right now,

and not make a priority an early
addressing of the teachers’ con- :
tract, which honestly, if it had i
been addressed earlier, might :
have curbed some of the teacher
retention issues that we have, I

don’t think this is warranted.

“There definitely was not i
any student achievement for the
year prior. We have the biggest :
SAT score drop in the state. Ap-
proval of this contract will make
fifth :
highest paid Superintendent in

the Superintendent the

(Continued on page 13)
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By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Riders on
CoachUSA's No. 24, 31 and 44
bus routes will have to come up
with permanent transportation
alternatives as of 12:01 a.m.
Oct. 8.

Whether or how New Jersey
Transit will take up the slack
has not been announced
through its Sept. 14 monthly
board of directors meeting into
press time. Gov. Phil Murphy,
at his monthly "Ask the Gover-
nor" radio program Sept. 13,
hinted at immediate and longer-
range remedies to prevent local
"transit deserts."

"The near-term involves
some kind of revenue from the
state  Economic Development
Authority," said Murphy (D-

THIS U;;“"“s .
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| BUS CARDS

Rumson) to program host Nan-
cy Solomon at Newark's
WBGO-FM's studio. "The in-
termediate to long term solution
will likely involve NJTransit in
some way."

The short-term answer may
involve the state subsidizing
part or all three of the 24, 31
and 44 routes. The longer term
answer may follow the path of
NJTransit running "emergency
service" routes like it has had
with four of Decamp's former
bus routes into New York City
since April 7.

CoachUSA announced at 7
p.m. Sept. 9 that all three of its
Orange-Newark-Elizabeth Bus
routes - serving Newark, East
Orange, South Orange, Orange
and Elizabeth - will make their

(Continued on page 7)
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

I have followed Jain religion
from birth. This past Tuesday
(Sept. 19) was a big day for
Jainism. We pray to God on that
day and ask for forgiveness to
all human beings, including
those who we may not like or
hate. As per our religion, the act
of a person may be bad, but the
person may not be. So, we
should apologize for their act
and at the same time ask for
their forgiveness, as we might
have knowingly or unknowing-
ly, by act or by though other
means, hurt the person. We ask
for his/her forgiveness, includ-
ing all living beings. At the
same time, we take an oath that
we will try to be humble and
think positively. We call the
asking for forgiveness

“Michchhami Dukkadam.” So
today, I ask for everyone’s for-
giveness.

Many strange incidents have
been happening recently. On
Sept. 18, an F-35 fighter jet dis-
appeared in thin air while flying
over South Carolina. Suddenly, a
pilot ejected himself safely.
When he did, the most advanced
jet was on auto pilot as we heard.
This will give us a bad image in
the world, as we have been brag-
ging about our F-35 fighter jet
for about two decades. Since the
first F-35 Lightning II rolled out
of the Lockheed Martin factory
in Fort Worth, Texas in 2006, we
have boasted about it and recent-
ly, we have promised to give F-
16s to Ukraine.

The F-35 is the modern ver-
sion of the F-16. A crash site of
the F-35 jet was found the next
day. They only found debris.
How in the world did the most
expensive and most modern
fighter jet crash? The question
remains, and as usual, in my
opinion, the government will not
declare details of the crash.

The U.S. made a deal with
Iran to exchange five Americans

held in Iran for many years for
unfreezing sanctions on $6 bil-
lion dollars. It was on the condi-
tion that Iran will use the money
for humanitarian reasons like
food and medicine and other ne-
cessitiecs. However, one of the
officials in Iran already stated
that they will use these money
whatever way the people of Iran
would like it to be spent. Former
Vice President Mike Pence - un-
der whose tenure the White
House made two prisoner swap
deals with Tehran - is expected
to criticize Biden in a speech for
allowing Iran to use the money to
help or instigate terrorism across
the Middle East.

Jaahnavi Kandula, 23, was
killed by a police officer on Jan-
uary 23, 2023 while crossing the
road at a crosswalk. The bod-
ycam footage was released on
September 15, 2023. In the vid-
eo, the police officer that killed
Jaahnavi was laughing. Also, he
said that it’s a regular person,
and said that she is 26 and she
has a limited value. Her mother
borrowed money and sent her to
the U.S. for further study with a
hope for a great future for

Jaahnavi in a great country. I
hope the police officer’s behav-
tor will be deemed unacceptable
by the law, and he should be
punished with the maximum
prison terms allowed by Wash-
ington State Law.

The people who work with
the taxpayers’ money should
work diligently and truthfully.
However, 1 have received com-
plaints about the treatment that
city clerk and police departments
has given to people who opposed
the administration and ask for the
recall of the entire council and
the mayor in Newark. If it is true,
then some steps should be taken
against the clerk. Everyone
should have a right to their opin-
ion, and the laws should be made
to help people, not protect the
administration. The clerk is an
independent employee of the
city, even though he/she has to
work to help the mayor to im-
prove the city.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next time.
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FDA Gives Out Warnings

FDA - The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has issued warn-
ing letters to eight companies for
manufacturing or marketing un-
approved ophthalmic drug prod-
ucts in violation of federal law.
These warning letters are part of
the agency’s ongoing effort to
protect Americans from poten-
tially harmful ophthalmic prod-
ucts.

Eye products addressed in the
eight warning letters are illegally
marketed to treat conditions such
as conjunctivitis (“pink eye”),
cataracts, glaucoma and others.
Some of the FDA warning letters
also cite the companies involved
for quality issues related to prod-
uct sterility.

The FDA is particularly con-
cerned that these illegally mar-
keted, unapproved ophthalmic
drug products pose a heightened
risk of harm to users because
drugs applied to the eyes bypass
some of the body’s natural de-
fenses. Some of these eye prod-
ucts are labeled to contain silver,
which may be characterized as
silver sulfate, silver sulphate or
argentum. Long-term use of
drugs containing silver can cause
some areas of the skin and other
body tissues, including in the
eye, to permanently turn gray or
blue-gray, which is called
“argyria.” Additionally, unap-
proved drugs that claim to cure,
treat or prevent serious condi-
tions may cause consumers to
delay or stop medical treatments
that have been found safe and
effective through the FDA re-
view process.

“The FDA is committed to
ensuring the medicines Ameri-
cans take are safe, effective and
of high quality. When we identi-
fy illegally marketed, unap-
proved drugs and lapses in drug
quality that pose potential risks,
the FDA works to notify the
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Kevin Herman, MD

companies involved of the viola-
tions,” said Jill Furman, director
of the Office of Compliance for
the FDA’s Center for Drug Eval-
uation and Research. “We will
continue to investigate potential-
ly harmful eye products and
work to ensure violative prod-
ucts stay off store shelves so that
consumers can continue taking
the medicines they need without
concern.”

The agency issued warning
letters to the following compa-
nies:

Boiron Inc.

CVS Health

DR Vitamin Solutions
Natural Ophthalmics, Inc.
OcluMed LLC
Similasan
USA

TRP Company, Inc.

o Walgreens Boots Alliance,
Inc.

AG/Similasan

Consumers currently using
eye products included in these
warning letters should speak to
their health care professional.
The FDA encourages consumers
and health care professionals to
report any adverse reaction to
the agency’s MedWatch pro-
gram.

The FDA has asked the com-
panies to respond within 15 days
of receipt of the letters, stating
how they will correct the viola-
tions. Failure to correct the vio-
lations promptly may result in
the FDA pursuing legal action,
including product seizure and/or
a court order requiring a compa-
ny to stop manufacturing and
distributing an unapproved prod-
uct. Additionally, the agency has
placed some of these companies
on import alert to help stop their
products from entering the U.S.
and reaching consumers.

The FDA’s investigation of
eye products is ongoing, and the
agency may take additional reg-
ulatory or enforcement actions,
as warranted.

Senate President Scutari,
Democratic Leaders Applaud
Insurance Expansion for
Reproductive Healthcare

TRENTON - On Sept. 18, New
Jersey took an additional regula-
tory step to ensure women have
access to quality reproductive

healthcare. As a result of the
Freedom  of  Reproductive
Choice  Act  (S-49/A-6260)
passed last session, the Depart-
ment of Banking and Insurance
will now require all reproductive
choices without exceptions to be
covered by plans delivered, is-
sued, executed, or renewed in
the State.

“Women across New Jersey
should feel confident knowing
their State government is doing
everything possible to protect
their reproductive rights and to
make the best care available to
them,” said Senate President
Nick Scutari. “The Legislature is
committed to keeping accessible
and affordable reproductive
healthcare a top priority.”

As part of the Choice Act, a
mandated study found additional
regulatory action was required to
cover abortion services under
health benefits plans regulated
by the department. The study
also determined insurance cover-
age for abortion, without excep-
tions, will not increase premi-
ums, allows access to the full
range of reproductive healthcare,
and is similar to actions taken in
other states.

“When we passed the legis-
lation that allowed for the deci-
sion today, we did so to protect
women’s rights, and give them
assurance that their healthcare
plans will be required to put
their needs, and their decisions
first,” said Senate Majority
Leader M. Teresa Ruiz. “Today
we see that legislation go into
full effect, providing clear guid-
ance that women’s health deci-
sions remain between her and
her doctor.”

“Women in New Jersey
should always have the right to
decide when, and if, they start a
family,” said Senator Linda
Greenstein, a sponsor of the
original legislation. “The Legis-
lature passed this bill last session
to ensure women control their
healthcare decisions, at no addi-
tional cost to them.”

“This announcement ensures
that more women in New Jersey
remain in charge of their
healthcare, removing any possi-
ble exceptions from insurance
companies and continues to
demonstrate that our state is a
national leader in safeguarding

(Continued on page 15)
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SPORTS WRAP
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By William Hathaway, Jr.

This past weekend, college
football took center stage in the
tri-state area with the 2nd annual
Toyota HBCU college football
game, dubbed The New York
Classic. The showcase featured
two Georgia schools, Albany
State and Atlanta’s Morehouse
College.

Albany State kicked off the
scoring with quarterback Isaiah
Knowles tossing a 2 yard TD
pass to Ralph Lovett followed
by a 2 pt conversion run by
Iman Davis for an 8-0 lead.
With 6.45 left in the first quar-
ter, Knowles hit Rashad Jordan

on a 58 yard touchdown pass.
Another 2-pt conversion attempt
was stopped, making the score a
tidy 14-0.

The 2nd quarter saw Albany
State employ kicker Eli Mas-
burn for a 28 yard field goal for
a 17-0. However, right before
halftime, Morehouse’s Korta
Brogan scored on a 31 yard
touchdown pass from Derrach
West to make the score 17-7
after Danny Elrod added the ex-
tra point.

After the scoring let up for a
while, Morehouse’s Marqueiz
Pride caught a 7 yard touch-
down pass from West with 9:33
left in the game to make the
score 17-14. Unfortunately, that
is as close as Morehouse would
get, as Albany State got a
Knowles to Rashad Jordan 13
yard TD pass to make the score
24-14, which would be the final.

Prior to the game, former
New York Giants running back
and Super Bowl XLII champion
Brandon Jacobs helped with me-
dia day with the head football
coaches for both teams.

Among the many celebrities
who attended the game were TV
and film star Anthony Anderson
who did the honorary Coin
Toss. Also, Morehouse alum
Edwin Moses, a 2-time Olympic
Gold Medalist in track and field,
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was on hand with fellow
Morehouse star Issac Keys,
a former NFL Linebacker.

Before the game, there
was a Career Expo, and
during halftime, a perfor-
mance by hip hop legend
Big Daddy Kane.

In the NFL, the Jets
started out competitive on
the road against the Dallas
Cowboys, but eventually
fell 30-10. On the other
hand, the Giants looked
like they too would be 0-2,
but rallied for 20-0 and 28-
7 down to win 31-28 at the
Arizona Cardinals.
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UNITED STATES

BIDEN SPEAKS
BEFORE UN
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

On Sept. 19, the President of
the United States took the podi-
um to address fellow leaders at
the United Nations. His main
speaking point centered on Rus-
sia’s continued invasion of
Ukraine.

“Russia alone bears the re-
sponsibility for this war...and
has the power to end it immedi-
ately,” he emphasized, asking
whether the independence of any
nation is secure “if we allow
Ukraine to be carved up.”

“We have to stand up to this
aggression today and deter other
would-be aggressors tomorrow,”
he said, stressing that the US,
together with its allies and part-
ners around the world, will con-
tinue to stand with Ukraine as it
defends its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity and their free-
dom.

“It’s not only an investment
in Ukraine’s future but in every
country.”

At the outset, he recalled a
recent trip to Viet Nam, saying it
would be “unthinkable” for a US
President to stand in Hanoi an-
nouncing a mutual commitment,
following a painful legacy of
war.

“Our history need not dictate
our future,” he said. “With a
concerted leadership, adversaries
can become partners, over-
whelming challenges can be re-
solved, and deep wounds can
heal. When we choose to stand
together, we hold in our hands
the power to bend the arc of his-
tory.

“We know our future is
bound to yours... No nation can
meet the challenges of the day
alone...

“Twenty-first century results
are badly needed to move us
along,” he said. “That starts with

the United Nations, right in this
room.”

The UN must continue to
preserve peace and prevent con-
flict and must also govern the
benefits and challenges of
emerging technologies, includ-
ing artificial intelligence (AI), he
said.

Highlighting ongoing devel-
opments across regions, he
pointed efforts to support a just
and lasting peace, with two
States for Israelis and Palestini-
ans. Turning to US relations
with China, he said Washington
seeks “to responsibly manage”
bilateral competition “so it does
not tip into conflict”, he said,
adding that “we are for de-
risking, not decoupling” with
Beijing.

The climate crisis needs crit-
ical attention, he said, pointing
to tragic flooding in Libya
alongside historic drought and
deluge at a time when the world
is still dependent on fossil fuel.

For its part, the US has treat-
ed this threat as an existential
crisis since that start of his Ad-
ministration, including new laws
and initiatives.

“This year, the world’s on
track to meet the climate finance
pledge made under the Paris
Agreement: $100 billion to raise
collectively,” he said, “but we
need more investment on public
and private sector, especially in
places that have contributed so
little to global emissions.”

To accelerate global progress
on the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), “we all need to
do more,” he said, pledging
Washington’s commitment.

On security issues, he said
the US destroyed the last of its
chemical weapon stockpile in
2023. Meanwhile, Russia is
“shredding” long-standing arms
control agreements, he added.

Condemning the DPRK'’s
(North Korea) continued viola-
tions of Security Council resolu-
tions, he encouraged diplomacy
to resolve outstanding issues. In
terms of Tehran’s destabilizing
activities that threaten regional
and international security, he
said “Iran must never acquire a
nuclear weapon.”

The Universal Declaration
for Human Rights was adopted

75 years ago, but attention is still
needed to tackle discrimination.

However, the power is “in
our hands” to forge a safer, more
sustainable world for all through
partnerships and collective hope,
he said.

“At this inflection point in
history, we’re going to be judged
by whether or not we live up to
the promises we made to our-
selves, to each other,” he said.

“Will we find within our-
selves the courage to do what
must be done, to defend the ten-
ets of the UN?” he asked.
“There’s only one answer to that
question. We must, and we will.
Let’s do this work together.
Let’s bend the arc of history for
the good of the world. It’s in our
power to do it.”

MASS SHOOTING UPDATE

Information recent as
of 9-19-2023 at 12 p.m.

2023 Mass Shooting Stats:
(Source: Mass Shooting Tracker,
https://www.massshootingtracker.site/
data/?year=2023)

Total Mass Shootings: 576
Total Dead: 692

Total Wounded: 2305
Shootings Per Day: 2.20
Days Reached in Year 2023
as of Sept. 19: 262

AFRICA

LIBYA HIT HARD
BY FLOODS

UN humanitarians are work-
ing flat out on the ground in Lib-
ya, providing desperately needed
aid to thousands of survivors of
the flood disaster that has left
thousands dead and thousands
more unaccounted for.

Disaster struck on Sept. 10
when torrential rains from Storm
Daniel led two dams close to the
now devastated port city of Der-
na to burst, pushing entire neigh-
borhoods into the sea.

“The situation is quite terri-
ble as you can imagine,” UN
Children’s Fund UNICEF’s Lib-
ya Representative, Michele Ser-
vadei, told UN News.

“As UNICEF, we have sent
medical kits and medical sup-

plies for 10,000 people. This was
the first couple of days. We sent
1,100 hygiene Kkits, we sent
clothing kits, but that is still a
drop in the ocean.”

He said psychosocial support
was urgently needed besides
lifesaving supplies, “not only for
the displaced but also for the
ones that are in shelters,” or who
remain stranded having lived
through “that terrible night.”

The UN World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) has already provid-
ed food assistance to more than
5,000 families displaced by the
catastrophic floods.

“These devastating floods
have struck in a country where a
profound political crisis has al-
ready left so many in a desperate
situation," WFP Executive Di-
rector, Cindy McCain said.

Libya is particularly vulnera-
ble to the impact of natural dis-
asters as it has no unified gov-
ernment. The country has been
split since 2014 between an in-
terim, internationally recognized
Government operating from the
capital, Tripoli, and another in
the east, with many armed
groups also operating on its terri-
tory.

UN aid coordination office
OCHA issued an urgent appeal
to donors for $71.4 million to
respond to the needs of around
250,000 people impacted by the
floods in Libya over the next
three months, saying death tolls
could rise without more help.

OCHA estimates that more
than 880,000 people, in five
provinces, live in areas directly
affected by the storm and flash
floods.

"All hands are on deck to get
as much help and support to peo-
ple as we can. The UN is de-
ploying a robust team to support
and resource the international
response, in coordination with
first responders and Libya's au-
thorities," the head of OCHA,
and UN relief chief Martin Grif-

fiths said.
Meanwhile, it is a race
against time for emergency

teams searching through piles of
debris for survivors.

"The scale of the flood disas-
ter 1is shocking, with entire
neighborhoods  having been

(Continued on page 11)
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COACH USA
(Continued from page 1)

last runs Oct. 7.

CoachUSA officials, from
their Paramus garage office, cit-
ed recent and long-standing
conditions for ending the three
bus routes. They made their an-
nouncement on a Friday night --
when most commuting riders
have gone home.

"Routes managed by opera-
tors such as ONE Bus, Decamp
and A&C Corp. are legacy lines
that in most cases were created
long before New Jersey Transit
was created," said CoachUSA
Vice President of Public Affairs
Dan Rodriguez. "As years pro-
gressed and costs went up, (it)
became increasingly difficult to
make it financially viable and
fully operational. We've at-
tempted every course of action
to have prevented this, but,
without government assistance,
there's no alternative."

CoachUSA, which bought
ONE Bus in the 1990s, is a pri-
vate bus company operating in
31 North American and Europe-
an metropolitan areas. ONE Bus
was formed in the 1980s and
had its headquarters garage
along Frelinghuysen Avenue
here.

Rodriguez told a reporter
Sept. 14 that ridership on the
three ONE routes had fallen to
two million yearly riders - half
of what it was pre-COVID pan-
demic.

CoachUSA/ONE and De-
camp had complained that they,
as private companies, were de-
nied operating subsidies from
state or federal COVID relief
funds. The lack of such funds
prompted the Montclair-based
Decamp to retreat from resum-
ing its commuter bus runs fir
three months in 2021.

Decamp, citing ridership
returning to only 20 percent of
2019 levels, ended 153 years'
commuter service April 7.
NJTransit has been running
mostly weekday rush hour on
four Decamp routes to and from
NYC's Port Authority Bus Ter-
minal.

Coach and ONE, like other

public and private carriers, re-
ceive buses from NJTransit/
NJDOT on a $1 per bus lease.

"We attempted to run inter-
rupted service on those lines,"
added Coach VP of the East
Newel Scoon, "but, with de-
crease in ridership, driver short-
age, inflationary pressure on all
expenses and our strong desire
to provide the most affordable
mode of transportation, it simp-
ly became untenable to contin-
ue."

The discontinuance an-
nouncement was put out to me-
dia outlets and, as of Noon Sept.
9, not posted on CoachU-
SA.com. with later posting on
its buses. Finding schedule and
other 24/31/44 information on
its website, since before July 17,
have been scarce.

July 17 was when CoachU-
SA stopped running all buses on
its three routes on Sundays and
Labor Day and only between 5
a.m. and 8 p.m. the other days
of the week.

CoachUSA, through its
ONE division, have reduced the
No. 44 runs to hourly intervals
since Feb. 6, 2017. It cut the No.
31's runs to the Livingston Mall,
RWIJBarnabas Health's Cooper-
man Barnabas Medical Center
and Maplewood Loop by 65
percent March 6, 2017 and en-
tirely lopped them off Jan. 1,
2018.

"We've been disturbed about
the demise of Decamp and
CoachUSA ending Sunday and
evening service on the 24, 31
and 44 routes - and now it's
even worse," said Lackawanna
Coalition advocacy group presi-
dent Salley Gellert the NJTrans-
it Board of Directors meeting.
"Certain neighborhoods will be
isolated; other inconvenienced.
Now A&C will end its bus
routes. NJTransit hasn't done
what its needed to ensure that
everyone served by these routes
will find equivalent alterna-
tives."

Gellert, of the Millburn-
based group of Morris & Essex
and Montclair-Boonton line rid-
ers, urged the statewide public
carrier some shared service sug-
gestions.
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PEER
Peers Engaging &
Encouraging Resilience

fsoec.org
(973) 395-1441

Family Support Organization of Essex County (FSOEC) offers
support groups and workshops for parents and caregivers of

children with special needs. You're not on this journey alone!

SEPTEMBER 21: All About the Spectrum Support Group meets
6:30 p.m. monthly on 3rd Thursdays This group is for parents
and caregivers of children 2 to 8 years old who are on the

autism spectrum.

SEPTEMBER 28: Better Together Dads meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 4th Thursdays to give fathers a safe place for connection with

other passionate dads.

OcTtoBER 3: Nurtured Heart Approach meets 6:30 p.m. monthly
on 1st Tuesdays for English and Spanish-speaking parents to
connect and address their concerns, questions, and feelings
about raising a child with special needs.

Our activities and group meetings occur on Zoom and in person,
visit our website for the details: htips://bit.ly/fsoecevents

ATTENTION! FSOEC is hiring Family Partners. Learn More:
https://bit.ly/fsoechiring

"NJTransit should partner
with Jersey City and other inter-
ested parties," added Gellert.
"Old noncompete clauses no
longer apply when a private car-
rier completely abandons a route.
Residents of these communities
deserve to have service main-
tained at the previous level."

“I join many of my fellow
urban mayors and NJ TRANSIT
in my extreme disappointment
with Coach’s decision to discon-
tinue O.N.E. bus service on three
vital routes in our communities.
The hardship that this will create
on many East Orange riders
could be devastating without an
alternative  solution in near
sight,” said Mayor Ted R. Green.
“East Orange is a vibrant transit
hub with easy and accessible
connections to cities across the
entire state of New Jersey. Many
of our residents rely on Coach for
transportation to and from work
and to access critical services,
including the Veterans Hospital,
one of only two federal VA med-
ical centers in the state. I am
committed to working with all

impacted parties to find a feasible
solution that works for every-
one.”

Riders with longer memories
may recall when the 44 started
and ended its runs at the Erie
Loop on the Orange/West Or-
ange border. There were extend-
ed but limited 24 runs along
South Valley Road in the Orange
Valley until 1980.

NJTransit, while running
emergency service on four De-
camp routes, has been quiet
about whether to take over four
of C&A's Jersey City west side
routes. C&A has said it will drop
those routes Oct. 31.

Please note that CoachUSA's
ONE will continue to run its
Megabus, former Olympia lines
and charter services from its First
Street, Elizabeth garage.

An unnamed citizens group
have meanwhile posited notices
on Broad and Market streets shel-
ters here, calling for a 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 19 rally before City Hall to
decry CoachUSA's discontinu-
ance.
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OUR PROVIDERS

CARDIOLOGY
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD
Catalino DelaCruz, MD
Bhavna Mohandas, MD
Abbas Shehadeh, MD
Isaac Tawfik, MD
Marlyn Escalona, APN
Lou Alexandre, PA

PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS
Jeffrey Miller, DO

PODIATRY
Jodene Shwer, DPM
Amro EI-Nakib, DPM

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD
Burget Cort, APN

GYNECOLOGY
Clifford Toliver, MD

PEDIATRIC & ADULT

ENDOCRINOLOGY
Tara Rajiyah, MD

NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAI MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD
Myriam Sterlin, MD
Aleksander Lekan, MD
Hemlata Bhatia, MD
Narinda Kaur, MD
Normita Narvaez, MD
Ramesh Kania, MD
Nivia Rowe, APN
Roody Dalberis, APN
Sanjaykumar Shah, APN
Mary Elias, APN
Janiece Howell, APN
Jamila Jones, DNP

Welcome to Our New Center for
Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases

Treating Both
Adults and
Children of

All A s~
AIll Ages

We now treat a variety of endocrine disorders
Including
Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, Thyroid Diseases, Osteoporosis
And Metabolic Bone Disorders

Dr. Tara Rajiyah treats both aduits and children
Call 973-395-1550 for an appointment * 77 Main Street, West Orange

Contact us: 973-395-1550 e Orangeheartcenter.net
VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Avenue Tel. 973-378-2266
Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Avenue Tel. 973-374-8807
West Orange: 77 Main Street Tel. 973-324-2090
West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-672-3829

West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven gquilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - It may be said of
the late New Jersey Board of
Public Utilities President Joseph
Fiordaliso that "You can take the
man out of Newark - but you
can't take Newark out of the
man."

Many in and around the state
readily recalled that Fiordaliso,
78, who died unexpectedly Sept.
7 at RWJBarnabas Health's
Cooper-Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter, had been shepherding the
state to a cleaner energy policy
and infrastructure since becom-
ing BPU President in 2018. Oth-
er may remember that the 18-
year commissioner was also a 12
-year Livingston mayor.

Before he became "Uncle
Joe," he was "Joe" who was born
in Newark June 28, 1945 and
was raised in a cold water flat on
The Ironbound's Fleming Street/.
He became East Side High
School Council President in
1962 - which came with a front
row City Hall steps seat to Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy's Colum-
bus Day visit and speech.

Joe was inspired to enter civ-
ic service - but as a schoolteach-
er. He graduated to then-
Montclair State College in 1963
- and graduated from there in
1967 to become a teacher for 18
years in Vailsburg and Bloom-
field high schools. He married
the former Marilyn Morey in
1971 and moved to Livingston to
raise son Joe and daughter Dana.

Fiordaliso, however, also
brought a strong work ethic,
family customs and a sense of
humor with him from Newark.
That spirit for public service,
however, returned in 1988 when
the retired teacher and small
businessman ran for a Livingston
Township Council seat in 1988.
Township voters also elected
him as their mayor three times in

the 1990s.

Then-Senate President Sen.
Richard Codey (D-Roseland)
brought Fiordaliso as district of-
fice manager and, when Codey
became Governor, his chief of
staff. Codey also appointed
Fiordaliso onto the BPU; Govs.
Chris Christie and Phil Murphy
had since reappointed him.

The former Essex County
College trustee and former First
Occupational Center director is
also survived by six grandchil-
dren. His last rites were held in
the Trenton War Memorial and
Livingston's Quinn-Hopping Fu-
neral Home Sept. 13-14.

IRVINGTON - County and
township authorities are still
searching for suspects - one who
shot an Irvington man on a New-
ark Street and the other who shot
a Newark man shot on an Irving-
ton Street - after their funerals
were publicly or privately held.

Last rites for Andre Ishmel
Shoulars, 49, was held at New-
ark's Cotton Funeral Home Sept.
15. Shoulars, who was born
April 17, 1974, was laid to rest
at Hillside's Evergreen Cemetery
later that Friday.

The township man, said
Newark police officers, was
found shot along the 100 block
of their city's Goodwin Avenue
9:17 p.m. Aug. 30. He was
rushed to Newark's University
Hospital, where he died at 9:50
p.m.

No funeral or memorial ar-
rangements have been publicly
set for Tony King, 50, of New-
ark.

Acting Essex County Prose-
cutor Theodore "Ted" Stephens
IT and Irvington Public Safety
Director Tracy Bowers said that
King was found 11:25 p.m. Aug.
25 in the latter's 100 block of
Isabella Ave. He died at the sce-
ne from gunshot wounds 12:06
a.m. Aug. 27.

EAST ORANGE - Neither Es-
sex County nor city authorities
have yet released the identity of
a 56-year-old man who was a hit
-run-victim here Sept. 1.

East Orange police officers
responded to a report of an in-
jured man along the 100 block of
South Munn Avenue at 12:35
a.m. that Friday.

Officers promptly called for
a local ambulance when they had
found evidence of suffering from
being struck by a motor vehicle.

They then called for the ECPO
Crash Investigation Unit to the
scene.

The man was rushed to New-
ark's University Hospital - where
he later died. The case was then
turned over to the ECPO Homi-
cide Unit. Authorities, that Fri-
day morning, were seeking the
deceased's next of kin.

A description of the vehicle
that killed the man has not been
released as of press time.

ORANGE - City native and first
woman City Council President
Maria C. Vandermeer visited her
beloved Orange for the last time
Sept. 18 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church.

Vandermeer, 60, who died
Sept. 14, was born Oct. 28, 1962
here and was raised in the Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel and Little
Italy neighborhood. The then-
Maria Piro was a lifelong parish-
ioner.

Some of her businesses, in-
cluding North Jersey Excavation,
Sugar & Spice Cupcakes and
Algarve BBQ were started and/
or based here. The former Or-
ange ABC Commissioner and
future Italian American Festival
in Orange committee member
was first elected as councilwom-
an and appointed by her peers as
Council President through 2005.

Husband Frederick Vander-
meer, Jr., brothers Carmine and
Guy Piro and brothers-in-law
Carl, James and Kurt Vander-
meer are among her survivors.
Memorial donations may be
made to St. Jude Children's Re-
search Hospital, stjude.org.

WEST ORANGE / SOUTH
ORANGE - The owners of a
Village Center pet store and an
Orange Valley cafe - both of
which have been subjected to
anti-gay vandalism and harass-
ment -are holding a joint anti-
hate march and rally here Sept.
24,

Pet Wants co-owners Jack
Denelsbeck and Jonathan Javis,
after receiving a "Remove crap
flag" note wedged into their
South Orange Avenue store be-
fore 9:15 a.m. Aug. 25, have de-
cided to do more than file an in-
cident report with the village po-
lice department.

Denelsbeck and Javins, on
their store's Facebook page, dis-
played the note and listed inci-
dents that they have had experi-
enced in the last six years. The

"crap" flag was in reference to
the rainbow pride flag they keep
inside their front window. They
have put the flag inside, but still
prominent, after similar flags
and stickers outside had been
torn down or peeled off.

They have had their rear dis-
play window smashed by a ham-
mer and their company Jeep van-
dalized - including a tire slash-
ing. They had filed a report with
SOPD and South Orange Down-
town over another business own-
er who called them derogatory
names and "have harassed us the
last three years." South Orange
Downtown had offered to hire a
mediator among the business
owners.

Denelsbeck and Javins also
mentioned recent incidents at
West Orange's Harper's Cafe and
a Cedar Glen, Calif. pet store.

Cafe owner Garlan Dixon
brought West Orange Police of-
ficers twice to report pulled
down flags, splattered paint and
store windows smashed by
bricks July 13. Next door photo
studio owner Ambar Jiminez
said he got a phone call that
started by asking if her place was
a braid shop and if she "was
Black" and ended by urging her
to move out or "something will
happen to your business."

My.Pi owner Laura Ann Car-
leton was shot dead moments
after her shooter had pulled
down her storefront pride flag.
San Bernadino County Sheriff's
Officers shot and killed the sus-
pect minutes later.

The Pet Wants March is to
step off from Harper's, 134 So.
Valley Rd., to South Orange's
Spiotta Park for a rally.
"Socialized pets are welcome to
attend."

MAPLEWOOD - Township
police officers who had respond-
ed to a customer causing a dis-
turbance in a restaurant here
Sept. 12 did not have to go far to
find the described suspect.

MPD officers were prompted
to 1473 Springfield Ave. that
Tuesday by a caller who were
told by a caller of "an adult male
throwing items" inside but had
left.

Witnesses within the Maple-
wood Diner said that a man be-
came upset when he was told
that a telephone within the eatery
"is for paying customers." The
man went into a rage, damaging

(Continued on page 14)
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WORLD NEWS FLASH

(Continued from page 6)

wiped off the map and
whole families, taken by
surprise, swept away in
the deluge of water," Mr.
Griffiths said.

WORLD

ALARMING
DETAILS
ON CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION

The number of chil-
dren missing out on any
schooling has increased

by six million, bringing |

the total to 250 million,
according to new figures
released on Sept. 18 by

the UN Education, Sci- M H
ence, and Cultural Or- %

ganization (UNESCO).

The increase is partly [

due to the mass exclu-
sion of women and girls
from education in Af-
ghanistan but can also be
attributed to  broader
stagnation in education
provision worldwide.
These findings un-
dermine UN Sustainable

¢

ESSE X

COUNTY COLLEGE
STUDENTS FIRST

N

. REGISTRATION BEGINS SEPT. 25 - OCT. 4
“  LATE REGISTRATION FROM OCT. 5 - OCT. 13

‘

“ENROLL NOW

\'/

www.essex.edu -3 .

- AT ONE OF OUR TWO GREAT CAMPUSE

MAIN CAMPUS
303 University Ave. Newark, NJ 07102

(973) 877-4477

WEST ESSEX CAMPUS
730 Bloomfield Ave. West Caldwell, NJ 07006

(973) 877-6594

Development Goal 4,
which sets the goal of
quality education for all

by 2030.

If countries were on
track with their national
SDG 4 targets, six mil-
lion more children would
be in pre-school, 58 mil-
lion more children and
adolescents would be in
school, and at least 1.7
million more primary
school teachers would
have been trained, ac-
cording to the report.

“Education is in a
state of emergency,” said
UNESCO Director-
General Audrey Azou-
lay. “While considerable
efforts were made over
the past decades to en-
sure quality education
for all, UNESCO data
demonstrates that the
number of children out
of school is now rising.
“States must urgently

Watch the Essex County College Community Education Forum TV Series, hosted by Alfred Bundy on {F and

:I,YouTube:

remobilize if they do not
want to sell out the future
of millions of children.”

One year ago, 141
countries committed at
the UN Transforming
Education Summit to ac-
celerate progress towards
SDG 4.

Four out of five coun-
tries aimed to advance
teacher training and pro-
fessional  development,
seven out of 10 commit-
ted to increasing or im-
proving their investment
in education, and one in
four committed to in-
crease financial support
and school meal provi-
sion.

For countries to

achieve their SDG 4 tar-
gets, however, millions
more children must be
enrolled in early child-
hood education every
year until 2030, and the
progress in primary com-
pletion rates needs to al-
most triple.

“These commitments
must now be reflected in
acts. There is no more
time to lose. To achieve
SDG 4, a new child
needs to be enrolled in
school every 2 seconds
between now and 2030,”
said the Director-
General.

“The future of mil-
lions of children is in
your hands,” she empha-

sized to Member States.

The report highlights
that, since 2015, the
number of children com-
pleting primary education
has increased by less than
three percentage points to
87 percent. The number
completing secondary
education,  meanwhile,
has increased by less than
five per cent to just 58
percent.

In the 31 low and
lower-middle-income
countries that measure
learning progress at the
end of primary school,
Viet Nam is the only
country where the major-
ity of its children are
achieving minimum pro-

ficiency in both reading
and mathematics.

The Education 2030
Framework for Action
calls on countries to set
intermediate benchmarks
for SDG 4 indicators. In
an inclusive approach,
countries were assisted in
setting benchmarks to
achieve by 2025 and
2030 for seven SDG 4
benchmarks on  pre-
primary education,
school attendance, com-
pletion and learning, gen-
der equity, learning profi-
ciency, trained teachers,
and public expenditure.
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From
The
Pastor’s
Heart

OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

Comfort One Another

I just left our early morning prayer
group, and this was the morning that the
leader read the "Grief List." The list contains
the names of acquaintances of the prayer
group who have lost loved ones, at least in
the last three months. The leader said, "This
morning, the list is short."

This list consisted of at least 12 families.
During the outrage of the Covid 19, our list
was much longer. Some people on our list
might never know we have been praying for
them. However, we encouraged the prayer
team to pray and reach out to the bereaved
families as much as possible to let them
know we are covering them.

In the group, it is my task, most morn-
ings, to pray for the nation of the USA and
the world at large. When [ started to pray this
morning, [ first noted the disasters, which
comprised geophysical, meteorological and
climate events, including earthquakes, vol-
canic activity, landslides, drought, wildfires,
hurricanes, floods, and the loss of human
lives. Even in the prayer, I began feeling
overwhelmed and had to pause momentarily.

Although we left the time of prayer in the
group, I was still thinking of the conditions
in the world in which people have so little
comfort today. I was still reflecting on the
lists I heard being read on 9/11, telling of the
deaths of over 2,996 victims in the World
Trade Center, New York, the Pentagon, Vir-
ginia/DC, and Pennsylvania. More present to
my mind is the deaths of more than 2,500 in
the Morocco earthquake. Yes, it is discon-
certing.

After the prayer, I continued meditating
and mused, “Among the greatest human
needs in today's world is for comfort.” This
thought sent me to the words of the apostle
Paul when the people of Thessalonica were
facing many deaths and were in despair. He
instructed, “Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18)

Which words, you might ask? The sen-
tences prior state, “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:16, 17).

In connection with the words of encour-
agement from Paul, I went on to read the fol-
lowing from one commentator of deep faith:

The hope and joy that this assurance
brought to the young church at Thessalo-
nica can scarcely be appreciated by us.
They believed and cherished the letter
sent to them by their father in the gospel,
and their hearts went out in love to him.
He had told them these things before, but
at that time, their minds were striving to
grasp doctrines that seemed new and
strange, and it is not surprising that the
force of some points had not been vividly
impressed on their minds. But they were
hungering for truth, and Paul's epistle
gave them new hope and strength, a firm-
er faith in, and a deeper affection for, the
One who, through His death, had brought
life and immortality to light.

Now, they rejoiced in the knowledge that
their believing friends would be raised
from the grave to live forever in the king-
dom of God. The darkness that had en-
shrouded the resting place of the dead
was dispelled. A new splendor crowned
the Christian faith, and they saw a new
glory in the life, death, and resurrection
of Christ.

“Even so, them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him,” Paul wrote.
Many interpret this passage to mean that
the sleeping ones will be brought with
Christ from heaven, but Paul meant that
as Christ was raised from the dead, God
will call the sleeping saints from their
graves and take them with Him to heav-
en. Precious consolation! Glorious hope!
Not only to the church of Thessalonica
but to all Christians wherever they may
be. (Ellen White, Acts of the Apostles, p.
259)

All of the above makes me ask, how can
people live without hope in the second com-
ing of Christ? What hope is there for the
world if there is no second coming? To those
in Corinth who had doubts about the second
coming, Paul raised a question in his exten-
sive essay on the resurrection, “If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable” (1 Corinthians 15:19).

To me, it is hard to perceive life without
the meaning, the destiny and, therefore, the
comfort that comes from the hope of the sec-
ond coming of Christ. Because of this, I of-
ten take a moment to share it with my family
and friends. Without such hope, I would be
anxious, fearful, overly stressed, confused,
hopeless and suicidal. When I speak of the
many disasters in the world, I can think of
the assurance that a better day is coming.
“This hope says Paul as an anchor of the
soul.” (Hebrews 6:19)

When I stand or sit at the bedside of a
dying family member, friend or even one not
so close to me, I do express that Christ is
coming. I speak of Christ resurrecting power.
When I speak of the conditions of the world
as they are, I proclaim Christ is coming. And
I think, what a tragedy it would be if there
were no such coming?

Yes, I rest my heart amidst all the disas-
ters that are taking place in the world be-
cause I have the confidence, as Mabhalia
Jackson used to sing, “The only hope we
have is in Christ Jesus.”
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“Today, we are very happy
to represent the City of Or-
ange NJ as filmmakers! My
movies played in one of the
largest theaters in Hollywood.
The TCL Chinese Theatres in
Hollywood. Thank you, Silicon
Beach Film Festival. Thank
you to my cast and crew for

your commitment,” - Director
Michael Jean Baptiste.

At the Festival, the film
Bad Day won the Best Editing
Short Narrative prize.
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$1.6 MILLION?
(Continued from page 1)

the state.

“The past four years, there is
no record of student achieve-
ment. There has actually been a
regression of student achieve-
ment.

“I know COVID and some
other things came into play, but
COVID did not come into play
in every last school district in the
state. During COVID, some dis-
tricts actually held serve with
their student achievement and
did not make drops, and there
are a handful that actually made
slight improvements. So, I do
not want the COVID excuse to
be a catch-all reason for us re-
gressing as far as our Student
Achievement totals.

“Last year, we didn’t meet
any of the goals that the board
voted on. There were documents
presented over the summer to the
board. And it is crystal clear on
those documents, not the mid-
term reports, not any committee
reports, but the end-of-year re-
ports which is what we should
all be basing our determinations
on, there were no goals met.

“We’ve had two bad yearly
audits in a row. Two years ago,
we actually had a missing of a
bond payment that ended up
dropping the district’s credit rat-
ing.

“I’ve mentioned in previous
school board meetings, our aver-
age years of teacher experience
in the district is one of the lowest
in the state. That is definitely a
result of bad teacher retention.

“I submitted a request and
received legal invoices of the
district. I am also seeing exces-
sive spending on the part of the
administration being in contact
with the attorney. There was one
month where contact with the
attorney was made almost every
day. Some of the line items that I
saw were extremely unneces-

sary.

“Keeping in mind the drop
and regression of student
achievement in the district,

again, this contract extension is

NJ Superintendent N .
. County School District Superintendent Salary
Salary Ranking
1 Middlesex Educational Services Commission of NJ Mark J. Finkelstein $311,725.00
2 Bergen Bergen County Vocational Howard Lerner $285,344.00
3 Essex Newark City Roger Leon $282,425.00
4 Passaic Paterson City Eileen Shafer $267,900.00
5 Essex City of Orange Twp Gerald Fitzhugh IlEd. D|  $260,000.00
6 Middlesex Edison Twp Bernard Bragen $254,490.00
7 Monmouth Freehold Regional Charles Sampson $250,000.00
8 Mercer W Windsor-Plainsboro Reg David Aderhold $249,900.00
9 Middlesex East Brunswick Twp Victor Valeski $248,708.00
10 Middlesex New Brunswick City Aubrey Johnson $248,675.00

definitely not warranted. I see no
reason to not wait until after the
teacher contract is negotiated
and completed. Also, I see no
reason to not wait at least anoth-
er year until we see if student
achievement goals are met, and
state student growth goals are
met as well.

“I could talk about a lot more
things, but I believe that I have
said more than enough to not
move forward with this contract
extension right now. It is way
too much money. Since the first
year that this Superintendent has
started, he started at $180,000
dollars, and within three years,
he has gotten an $80,000 dollar
bump to $260,000 dollars for the
first year (of the contract exten-
sion). It’s too much, too soon,
and not warranted on any of the
fronts that I mentioned previous-
ly.”

Despite the points given,
Board President Shawneque
Johnson, Board Vice President
Sueann  Gravesande, Board
Member David  Armstrong,
Board Member Samantha Crock-
ett, Board Member Siaka Sherif,
Board Member Fatimah Turner,
and Board Member Jeffrey
Wingfield all voted “Yes”. Tarv-
er was the only Board Member
to vote “No”. Board Member
Derrick Henry was late for the
meeting and missed the vote.

No public comments were
made. Usually, public comments
are made after the Board recess-
es to Executive Session, and
comes back to public session
around 7:30 p.m. And this is
usually the time that the public
arrives for the portion of the

Source: NJ Dept. of Education

Top 11 Districts with Student Enrollment

of 6000 Students or Less
L. Superintendent District Avg.
County District
Salary SAT Score

Essex South Orange-Maplewood $196,584 1199
Gloucester Washington Twp $194,477 1071
Cumberland Bridgeton City $183,000 838
Camden Gloucester Twp $167,140 933
Essex West Orange Town $190,625 1086
Middlesex North Brunswick Twp $244,686 1133
Burlington Lenape Regional $208,617 1124
Essex Montclair Town $210,000 1220
Bergen Ridgewood Village $218,000 1282
Essex Bloomfield Twp $212,376 960
Essex City of Orange Twp $260,000 871

Note: Sorted by Descending Number
of District Student Enrollment

meeting. The Board conducted
discussion and the vote for the
superintendent contract exten-
sion before the public arrived
shortly after 6:05 p.m. Mr. Tarv-
er strongly objected to changing
the agenda of the meeting and
conducting the vote at this time,
since no one from the public was
present to have the opportunity
to speak.

At approximately 7:30 pm,
the Board reconvened their pub-
lic session of the meeting. The
auditorium was full of parents,
teachers and staff who were
ready to make comments con-
cerning the superintendent con-
tract extension. But shortly be-
fore the meeting reconvened, the
board attorney told the teachers,
staff and public that they would
not be allowed to make any
comments about the teacher con-
tract which was approved ap-
proximately 75 minutes before
they arrived at the normal public
session time.

Tarver read aloud N.J.S.A.
Statute 10:4-12 of the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act which states “a

Source: NJ Dept. of Education

municipal governing body and a
board of education shall be re-
quired to set aside a portion of
every meeting of the municipal
governing body or board of edu-
cation...for public comment on
ANY (he emphasized) govern-
mental or school district issue
that a member of the public feels
may be of concern to the resi-
dents of the municipality or
school district.”

He reiterated that no one
from the public can be censured
from commenting on any issue
that they feel is warranted.

School Board Member Tarv-
er also strongly objected to pub-
lic emails received by the district
for the board meeting not being
read aloud. Board Attorney
Jessika Kleen stated that this
practice was only in effect dur-
ing COVID and not in effect an-
ymore. Mr. Tarver objected
again, but Board President John-
son and the other seven Board
Members did not make any mo-
tions to read the public emails
into public record.
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The Observation

-

OP-ED By Andrea Dialect
YOU SO CRAZY

Now that I'm looking for a
new home it forces me to peer
back into the old one! - Andrea
Dialect

Why “You So Crazy” as a
header? Because it's such a com-
pliment that I decided to make it
a permanent lead-in for future
content. Lovin’ it! But today's
test subject is really a PBA ...
APARTMENT OR HOUSE
WANTED. I'm presently look-
ing for an apartment or even a
house to rent. That would be
nice. I need it to be reasonably
priced. It needs to have good
bones and an owner with good
sense! And, for the love of God
that also includes the said to be

neighbors. On the premises and/
or those all about.

Reach out to me at local-
talkandrea@gmail.com if you've
got me covered or perhaps have
a lead or two. That's your link to
me by the way. Keep me posted
and check a Sista out sometimes
lol.

As far as my present living
status goes, I need change. If
you know me, you know that
I've always considered myself a
nomad of sorts. I found pride in
my wandering and my unortho-
dox ways of doing, living and
thinking. But, I must admit not
only have I become a bit bored
with my ability to couch hop or
doze comfortably on palettes on
floors or cohabitate lately; as
calmly taking things as they
come like some overzealous

flower Chile.

Photos By Andrea Dialect

But more importantly, when
I gaze out there and see the
handwriting on the wall, when it
comes to our present state as a
society in this present-day world,
the buck stops here. It's time to
get my house in order. So first, |
must get a house.

Secondly, undoubtedly, it's
time to clean house. Last, stabi-
lize it by making it into a brick
house, which I'll certainly need
in this ever-changing world. Join
me today in this glance back as
organizing My Life 101 is in ef-
fect. Hopeful your gazing at my
crap can aid ya in peering into or
dumping that crap of your
own...

Go online for the continua-
tion of today's test subject. And
remember, this meaning. this
life. and this subject matter is a
TEST... Love Y’all!

HOME SWEET HOME

Content and quite happy was
my newly built house

With the love of children and
the companionship of a spouse

Our pledged vows wed live
by our minds dared not roam

Death doing us part was the
sole threat to our home...

Read this article in its entirety at
www.localtalkweekly.com and type
The Observation Booth, Andrea Dia-
lect and/or Entertainment Section in
the search bar. If you are interested
in participating in a challenge, pro-
ject sharing a topic, news or if you
have any questions, comments or
concerns, send them to localtalkan-
drea@gmail.com.

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 10)

the diner’s computer system and throwing
items around before leaving.

Officers, going by given descriptions,
found the man "waiting outside for a bus." It
1s not clear whether the suspect was waiting
along Springfield Avenue or Chancellor Av-
enue, let along which NJTransit bus he was
looking for.

The suspect, identified as Jacob Gonmi-
ah, of Newark, was arrested on a count each
of criminal mischief and resisting arrest.
Gonmiah was taken to the Maplewood Po-
lice and Court Building, two blocks west, for
processing.

Gonmiah was given summonses for a
Maplewood Municipal Court appearance and
released. That appearance date was not dis-
closed.

BLOOMFIELD - Motorists and pedestrians
- especially school students and their parents
- have been crossing nine intersections

throughout Bloomfield's three wards a little
more carefully since the start of the 2023-24
school year.

The following intersections have been
more often absent of school crossing guards
than stationed:

Broad and James streets.

East and West Passaic avenues with Bar-

nett St.

Franklin Street and Berkeley Avenue.

Franklin and Berkeley Place.

Glenwood and Evergreen avenues.

Glenwood and Avenue and Maolis Street

La France Avenue Driveway to Carteret

School.

e St. Thomas the Apostle School Drive-
way.

e Washington and Thomas streets.

e Watsessing Street and Berkley Avenue

with Lexington Street

Those former school crossing guard sta-
tions, said Bloomfield Police Chief George

Ricci, are being absent by design.

Ricci, in a Sept. 1 open letter, said that
these nine intersections may be unoccupied
pending the guards' availability. Both BPD
and Township officials. These crossings
were selected as "no longer requiring cross-
ing guards, based on state and federal statis-
tics.

"The listed intersections will be covered
when manpower allows," said Ricci. "The
only time the post will remain uncovered is
when circumstances occur beyond our con-
trol, such as crossing guards calling out
sick."

Ricci did not say whether other intersec-
tions will be covered by police officers
should crossing guard availability fall below
a threshold.

Prospective crossing guards are welcome
to contact BPD Off. John Donker at
jdonker@bloomfieldnjpd.com and/or (973)
680-4098.

(Continued on page 15)
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 14)

MONTCLAIR - Township police detec-
tives may have approached local building
and construction companies and maybe
recyclers about whether they had been
approached by at least one person with
scaffolding worth around $27,150 since
Sept. 1.

An Upper Montclair resident reported
to MPD Headquarters that a person or per-
sons had stolen between 65 and 85 pieces
of "blue aluminum scaffolding" from his
residence sometime overnight Aug. 31-
Sept. 1.

It is not clear from the MPD blotter
whether the stolen items were in storage
or were being used on a remodeling or
construction project on the property.

Each scaffolding piece, said the Upper
Mountain Avenue resident, is worth $362.
The overall value ranges from $25,530 for
65 to $30,770 for 85.

An Upper Mountain Avenue neighbor
told MPD detectives that he had seen peo-
ple loading a pickup truck parked next
door sometime that Thursday night and
early Friday morning.

MPD, as of press time, has not re-
leased a description of the suspected load-
ers nor of the pickup truck. The matter
remains under investigation.

BELLEVILLE - Private citizen Michael
Melham and his lawyer's recently filed
civil suit against Township Clerk Albert
Cabrera in Superior Court-Newark uncov-
ered at least two details that exemplify
how one legal or institutional question can
affect another institutional process.

One finding is that Melham and the
Belleville Board of Education received a
Certificate of Occupation for 335 Union
Ave. in 2021 - but from a Township of
Lyndhurst construction code official.

Melham, as 335 Union's landlord and
citizen could not get a CO from Belleville
Construction Code Inspector Frank De-
Lorenzo because Melham, as Belleville
Mayor, and DeLorenzo have pending liti-
gation between them.

DeLorenzo has a harassment and retal-
iation suit against Mayor Melham. The
suit stems from the mayor's claim that the
20-year official had defrauded the town-
ship over invoices. This was the matter
that brought the State Police to gather per-
tinent Town Hall records on the N.J. At-
torney General's behalf.

Some may see irony in that Citizen
Melham suing Clerk Cabrera over what
the former said was insufficient material
from his OPRA request. The Township
Council had confirmed the former Gutten-
berg clerk's hiring in part on Mayor
Melham's recommendation.

Landlord Melham is seeking docu-
mentation that may confirm that Belleville
Public Schools officials had allegedly had

electrical work on 335 Union's basement :
and first floor offices. Belleville's educa-
tions had been tenants of the commercial/ :
residential building that Melham had :
leased out from July 1, 2021 until their :

moving out last June.

NUTLEY - The Nutley Board of Educa- £
tion and the owner of a customized car, :
going by what information so far learned :
from the Sept. 17 mishap at The Oval, :
will have insurance carrier claims that i

may make for interesting reading.

A couple of Nutley Police Department
officers were summoned to The Oval's :
football field after a car accident was re- :

ported there just after 11 a.m. that Sunday.

Officers found a customized 1951 Henry J
partially resting on the spectator fence that :
separates stadium spectators from the run- :

BANKRUPTCY

ning track and football gridiron.

The Henry J, which was being parked
along the east side of Franklin Avenue,
had somehow gone into reverse. The car
had taken down a section of The Oval's
1937 wrought iron perimeter fence and
down spectator benches before resting on
the separation fence.

The car was among dozens of exhibi-
tors for the Nutley Rotary Club's Fifth An-
nual Car and Motorcycle Show. Display
vehicles followed already in place vendors
to their assigned places along Franklin
between Chestnut and Centre streets.
Traffic, including buses on NIJTransit's
No. 74 route, were detoured between 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. The event was open to the
public 1-6 p.m.

NPD Detective Sgt Anthony Mon-
tanari confirmed that no injuries were re-
ported. Damage was limited to the fenc-
ing, which were either replaced or taped
off.

The car was carefully driven along
The Oval's running track west side and
northern end zone to be parked by Town
Hall. It was driven to minimize any dam-
age to the $1 million artificial turf field
which had been recently installed.

The Henry J was built 1950-54 by the
Kaiser-Frazer company. The inline six-
cylinder engine-powered compact car was
named after co-founder Henry J. Kaiser,
who built mass-produced Liberty Ships
during World War Two.

"Local Talk" considers the Henry J in
question as being customized, going by
the car's at-the-scene photos Its ride height
appears to have been raised to accommo-
date larger aftermarket wheels and tires. It
is too early to determine whether that
modification or any other factors contrib-
uted to the mishap.

There were no further incidents report-
ed from the Rotary fundraiser for the his-
toric Van Riper House and Rotary Schol-
arship awards.

HEALTH CORNER (Continued from page 4)

reproductive said Senator Andrew
Zwicker.

“A person’s right of reproductive choice, in
effect a right of control over one’s own body,
remains a fundamental right,” said Senator Vin
Gopal. “Providing access to quality and afforda-
ble care for reproductive health treatment speaks
to a very basic societal fairness that is and must
remain part and parcel to medical services for
every New Jerseyan.”

“Basic health care costs and access to treat-
ment can be a severe burden on everyday resi-
dents and working families of our state. This ex-
pansion in coverage will make sure those ser-
vices, including services for reproductive health
care, will remain accessible and affordable for
all,” said Senator Joe Lagana.

rights,”

* s+ s s+ + 0

Stop Bank Levies!
Prevent Auto Repossessions
142 Lafayette Street

Stop Wage Garnishments!
ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.
Newark, NJ 07102

Stop Creditor Harassment
FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
973-342-6653

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
Stop Foreclosurell
Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
Call
DAVID WITHERSPOON
973-489-9005
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL

CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
Restore Driving Privileges
Attorney-at-Law
MAY REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

www.bellaitaliarestaurantnj.com

OBl Salia @E/am;};

Banquet Facilities & Fine Dining

Phone: 973-676-4300 / 973-678-5538 535 Central Avenue
Fax: 973-678-2673 Orange, NJ 07050
Near Rte. 280 and The West Orange Line
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Tel. (973) 622-1111
Cell: (973) 280-7547
Fax: (973) 622-1120




LOCAL TALK Foundedin 2000 16 SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 - SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

Your new medical team has arrived and we're
open 7 days a week.

At American Family Care, we’re standing by and ready to treat you and
your family right now. Great health care is just around the corner from
where you are, early or late, seven days a week.

Our Services AFC Bloomfield

o Urgent Care 220 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ 07003
e Family Care 862-283-0000 I afcurgentcare.com/bloomfield
* On-site X-ray No appointment needed.

e labs & Testing M-F: 8am to 8pm, S-S: 8am to 5pm

e Vaccinations

e QOccupational Medicine
e School/Sports Physicals
e and more

e M 4 ¢ £~ © omericoily care’

URGENT X-RAY SERVICES LAB SERVICES VACCINATIONS OCCUPATIONAL MOST INSURANCE
CARE ON-SITE ON-SITE & PHYSICALS MEDICINE PLANS ACCEPTED U RG E NT CAR E
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