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By Walter Elliott 
 
NEWARK - New Jersey's largest city, for six days 
this winter, had a sister cities agreement with "The 
United States of ShriKailasa." 

Mayor Ras Baraka, in a Municipal Council 
Chamber ceremony with Council President Luis 
Quintana and a USK representative present, signed 
the cultural exchange agreement on Jan. 12. 

ShriKailasa was Newark's 16th and latest sister 
city - until Baraka, on Jan. 18, revoked the agree-
ment. 

"As soon as we learned about the circumstances 
surrounding Kailasa, the City of Newark immediate-
ly took action and rescinded the sister-city agree-
ment on Jan. 18, " said Mayor Baraka spokeswoman 
Susan Garafolo to the Indian IANS news outlet 
March 1. "Based on the deception, the (Jan. 12) cer-
emony was groundless and void." 

News of the brief Newark-USK agreement be-
gan circulating in several Asian and Indian news 

(Continued on page 11) 
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listen to panelists.  
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The family of Newark native and 
Sayreville councilwoman Eunice 
Dwumfour spoke at her funeral. 
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Hello Readers, 
 
The U.S. economy is getting 

into trouble. Even after raising 
the federal interest rates, infla-
tion is not going down to 2% or 
3%. So at the next federal meet-
ing on March 21 & 22, it seems 
like the Federal Reserve will 
impose another rate hike, maybe 
only .25 percent. Inflation on 
February 23 was about 6.4%, 
which is very high. Also, the 
unemployment rate is not high 
enough after the previous rate 
hikes. The rate hike might bring 
a recession as well. It is a very 
delicate situation for the Federal 
Reserve, and I don’t think they 
have a clue how to solve this 
problem! 
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ever, he was released on bail in 
June of the same year. The case 
has been going on a long time. 
For not appearing in court, his 
bail was revoked, and a warrant 
was issued. His spokesperson 
said that he is in a spiritual tour. 
He made a city near Trinidad 
called Kailasa. He claims Kailasa 
as a Hindu country which issues 
their own passports. Swami 
Nithyananda is also facing charg-
es for making children prisoners. 
Kailasa is named after the Hima-
laya Mountain range of Kailash 
which is in Tibet at 21,778 ft 
high. 

Newark, NJ made a contract 
with Kailasa as their sister city. 
Press Secretary Susan Garofalo 
did not reply to Local Talk’s re-
quest for information. However, 
we have not received a press re-
lease from the city on the matter. 
The City seems to have a politi-
cal agenda in my opinion. “Local 
Talk” asked if there was any 
transaction of money in this con-
tract. Again, the City has not an-
swered us yet. 

Fox News anchor Tucker 
Carlson interviewed police of-
ficer Tarik Johnson and it came 
out that the January 6 Committee 
(intentionally) avoided some 
footage and instead, concentrated 
only on trying to get Donald 
Trump. They constantly say it 
was an insurrection, but it was 
not a coup. Yes, it was one of the 
worst scenes in American histo-
ry, but it was only a protest that 
turned into a riot. No insurrection 
would feature a man walking 
around with horns smiling and 
happy to be in the building, nor 
would it end in a matter of hours 
- after Trump told them to go 
home. 

President Biden has an-
nounced that he would place 
more tax on wealthy Americans 
to extend Medicare in his 2024 
budget. It is a good move, and if 
approved, it will extend the pro-
gram for another 25 years, per 
Biden.    

 
Have a wonderful week. 

I’ll talk to you next week.  

The issues with the economy 
is affected by the open southern 
borders as well. In Year 2020 
(October thru September 2020) 
under the Trump administration, 
there were 458,088 people appre-
hended. In 2021 (October thru 
September 2021) there were 
1,734,686, and in 2022 (October 
thru September 2022) there were 
2,378,944 apprehended. These 
figures are from previous years 
October 2021 to January 2023, in 
four months 874,449 people 
were apprehended. They do not 
have figures for the people who 
already entered the U.S. Howev-
er, more and more illegal immi-
grants will arrive here, and we 
are paying for their food, clothes, 
living space, some of their own 
expenses, bus passes and sundry 
expenses. They will compete 
with legal employees, as they 
will accept under the table em-
ployment. 

Swami Nithyananda is a fugi-
tive who ran away from India. 
He was charged and arrested in 
April 2010 in a rape case. How-
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New Jersey Health Depart-
ment Initiative Targets 

Overdose Hotspots 
 
TRENTON - In response to 
growing racial disparities in 
overdose deaths, the New Jersey 
Department of Health (NJDOH) 
is launching a new overdose 
hotspot outreach initiative, priori-
tizing areas of the state with high 
disparities and high rates of over-
dose among Black residents. 

“While no corner of our state 
has been spared the devastating 
impact of the opioid overdose 
crisis, we know that this crisis is 
having a disproportionate impact 
on Black and brown communities 
right now,” said Health Commis-
sioner Judith Persichilli. “This 
administration has championed a 
harm reduction approach to end-

ing the opioid overdose crisis. 
Getting these critical tools into 
hardest hit areas will save lives.” 

NJDOH analyzed EMS and 
law enforcement naloxone inci-
dent data to identify specific lo-
cations where suspected overdos-
es most frequently occur. The 
analysis revealed four key loca-
tion types: transportation centers, 
correctional facilities, hotel/
motels, and apartment complex-
es. 

The Department identified 
over 30 locations where there 
were nine or more suspected 
overdoses consistently from 2019
-2022 and is prioritizing loca-
tions for outreach where racial 
disparities in overdoses are the 
highest. The counties with the 
highest rates of overdose deaths 
among Black residents are Pas-
saic, Camden, Atlantic, Mon-
mouth and Essex counties. 

In partnership with local 
community organizations, 
NJDOH is distributing naloxone, 
fentanyl test strip kits, hygiene 
kits and other material resources 
for individuals at risk of over-
dose. Health educators and peers 
will provide engagement oppor-
tunities to people at risk of an 
overdose to connect them to 

harm reduction and treatment 
resources. In addition, NJDOH 
is providing hotspot locations 
(such as train stations, motels) 
with naloxone education and of-
fering naloxone kits for estab-
lishments to store for bystander 
use in the event of an overdose. 

While New Jersey overdose 
deaths have remained flat during 
the COVID-19 pandemic com-
pared to rising rates in other 
states, racial and ethnic dispari-
ties in deaths have increased. 
Black (non-Hispanic) residents 
currently have the highest rate of 
overdose deaths among all ra-
cial/ethnic groups in New Jer-
sey.  

Among Black (non-
Hispanic) residents, the rate of 
overdose deaths rose from 54.6 
per 100,000 persons in 2020 to 
65.9 per 100,000 persons in 
2021. Among Hispanic resi-
dents, the rate rose from 24.6 per 
100,000 to 25.9 per 100,000. In 
contrast, the rate of overdose 
deaths among White (non-
Hispanic) residents decreased 
from 37.7 per 100,000 to 34.9 
per 100,000. 

The outreach initiative is 
supported by approximately 
$200,000 as part of a four-year 
$27.9 million grant from the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to the department 
that supports comprehensive 
prevention and surveillance 
strategies to address overdose in 
New Jersey, including providing 
resources to communities. 

The program will run March 
through August 2023. Organiza-
tions interested in receiving sup-
plies or learning more can con-
tact Outreach Coordinator Mari-
ah Smith at mari-
ah.smith@doh.nj.gov. 

This initiative builds on on-
going Murphy Administration 
efforts to increase the accessibil-
ity of life-saving naloxone, in-
cluding Naloxone365, which 
will provide free, anonymous, 
direct-to-consumer access at 
pharmacies. In July, the state 
Department of Human Services 
launched a Naloxone Distribu-
tion Program in partnership with 
NJDOH and the Office of the 
Attorney General, which allows 
eligible agencies the opportunity 
to request direct shipments of 
naloxone online anytime they 
need it. 

In a related effort, NJDOH is 
also supporting increased capac-
ity for mail-based naloxone dis-

tribution and statewide fentanyl 
test strip distribution to commu-
nity-based outreach groups, local 
health departments, treatment 
centers, and other community-
based partners that engage peo-
ple who use drugs. 

 
FDA Proposes New Re-
quirements for Tobacco 
Product Manufacturing 

Practices 
 
FDA - On March 8, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration is 
proposing new requirements for 
tobacco product manufacturers 
regarding the manufacture, de-
sign, packing and storage of 
their products. These proposed 
requirements would help protect 
public health by, among other 
things, minimizing or preventing 
contamination and limiting addi-
tional risks by ensuring product 
consistency. 

“While no tobacco product is 
safe, this proposed rule is intend-
ed to minimize or prevent addi-
tional risks associated with these 
products,” said Brian King, 
Ph.D., M.P.H., director of the 
FDA’s Center for Tobacco Prod-
ucts. “Once finalized, it would 
establish requirements for tobac-
co product manufacturers that 
will help protect public health.” 

These proposed new require-
ments would help ensure that the 
public health is protected and 
products comply with the Feder-
al Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act. For example, these require-
ments would help minimize or 
prevent the manufacture and dis-
tribution of tobacco products 
contaminated with foreign sub-
stances - such as metal, glass, 
and plastics - which have been 
found in tobacco products. The 
proposed rule would also help 
address issues related to incon-
sistencies between e-liquid prod-
uct labeling and the actual con-
centrations in e-liquids; such 
variability can be misleading to 
consumers, potentially intensify-
ing addiction and exposure to 
toxins. 

The proposed rule would al-
so establish several requirements 
related to the identification, trac-
ing and corrective actions for 
tobacco products that don’t meet 
specifications or are contaminat-
ed, including for tobacco prod-
ucts that have already been dis-
tributed. In the event of an issue, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Health 

Corner 



 

By William Hathaway, Jr. 
 
This past weekend saw the 

New Jersey high school basket-
ball group finals. First, Newark 
Tech played strong throughout, 
but lost a tough game to Wood-
bury 70-62, in a game that was 
marred by some questionable 
calls from the officials. Fresh-

men Tyshawn Boyd scored 20 
points and grabbed 11 rebounds 
and Marc Brown who had 4 
steals for the 22-7 Tech team. 
The game was played at Jersey 
Mike’s Arena in Piscataway. 

On the other side, Newark’s 
University High girls succeeded 
in winning another champion-
ship, taking down Shore 57-47. 
The game was far more compet-
itive than any other this postsea-

son for the Lady Phoenix, who 
rolled to their second straight 
North II Group I championship. 
Destiny Bynum-Johnson had 
UHS 9 points and 12 rebounds, 
Paradise Fisher added 13 points 
and 6 rebounds, and Morgan 
Marshall did the same. This 
game was played at the RWJ 
Barnabas Health Arena. 

In the NFL, the NY Giants 
caved in and gave QB Daniel 
Jones a 4-year, $160 million to 
remain with the team, while 
placing the franchise tag on RB 
Saquon Barkley, which will cost 
them just over $10 million for 
one year. Meanwhile, the NY 
Jets failed in their quest to get 
QB Derek Carr, who landed 
with the New Orleans Saints on 
a 4-year, $140 million deal.  
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Newark Tech fell 
just short of a big 
win in Piscataway. 
Photos By  
Felicia Owens  

these requirements would re-
quire manufacturers to take cor-
rective actions, which may in-
clude conducting a recall. 

These proposed require-
ments apply to manufacturers of 
finished and bulk tobacco prod-
ucts. As laid out in the proposed 
rule, a finished tobacco product 
is a tobacco product, including 
any component or part, sealed in 
final packaging; for example, a 
pack of cigarettes or a can of 
moist snuff. A bulk tobacco 
product is a tobacco product that 
isn’t sealed in final packaging, 
but is otherwise suitable for con-
sumer use.  

The proposed rule establish-
es a framework for manufactur-
ers to adhere to, including:  

 
• Establishing tobacco product 

design and development con-
trols 

• Ensuring that finished and 
bulk tobacco products are 
manufactured according to 
established specifications  

• Minimizing the manufacture 
and distribution of tobacco 

products that don’t meet 
specifications 

• Requiring manufacturers to 
take appropriate measures to 
prevent contamination of 
tobacco products  

• Requiring investigation and 
identification of products 
that don’t meet specifica-
tions to institute appropriate 
corrective actions, such as a 
recall 

• Establishing the ability to 
trace all components or 
parts, ingredients, additives 
and materials, as well as 
each batch of finished or 
bulk tobacco product, to aid 
in investigations of those 
that don’t meet specifica-
tions.  
 
The FDA will hold a public 

oral hearing on April 12 to gath-
er additional comments from 
stakeholders, including industry, 
the scientific community, advo-
cacy groups, and the public. The 
proposed rule also will be avail-
able for public comment for 180 
days. The agency will review all 
comments as part of the rule-
making process for this founda-
tional rule. 
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By Thomas Ellis II 
 
On March 4, a funeral was held for slain 

Sayreville Councilwoman Eunice K. 
Dwumfour at Bethany Baptist Church. 
Dwumfour was a native of Newark, who was 
gunned down while sitting in her car in front 
of her Sayreville home. She was the first Af-
rican American woman elected to that city’s 
council. 

There were so many family members, 
friends, dignitaries and clergy on hand, hail-
ing from all over: Ghana, Nigeria, Califor-
nia, New York City, and more. Among those 
in attendance were former Essex County 
College President A. Zachary Yamba, New-
ark Mayor Ras Baraka, and Newark coun-
cilmembers LaMonica McIver, Pat Council, 
and Louise Rountree, who presented a proc-
lamation from the city to Dwumfour’s fami-
ly. There were songs, words of encourage-

ment, and hugs by many. 
Brother Elijah Dwumfour and other fam-

ily members read her obituary. Hew younger 
sister spoke about how much she admired 
her big sister, how much she meant to her 
life, and how much she would be missed 
dearly. When she performed the song, 
“When We Go to Heaven,” there was not a 
dry eye in the building. 

When her mother Mary and father Prince 
Dwumfour came to the podium, emotions 
were already high. People were sobbing and 
wiping their eyes. A lot of tears were shed at 
this funeral. 

Her 12-year-old daughter Nicole spoke, 
and said how much she loved her mother and 
looked up to her. She told everyone how 
proud she was to be her child, and how her 
death left a void in her heart, but she would 
remember her forever. 

Eunice’s husband Eze gave a moving 

speech, and talked about their wedding, fam-
ily, and her accomplishments as a mother. 
He said that he was still in shock over the 
whole thing. 

Mayor Baraka gave some encouraging 
words to the family, friends, and community. 

“Be an upliftment not only to yourself, 
but an upliftment to the community. You 
have an angel watching over you now,” said 
Baraka. 

When the casket was taken out, there 
were more tears as it was loaded into the 
Hearst leaving the church. 

It’s really sad when we lose someone 
with a great future to gun violence. Eunice 
K. Dwumfour was just 30 years old. There 
was one detail that made the occasion even 
sadder than usual, as the funeral was held on 
what would have been her 31st birthday.  
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NEWARK - An Essex County 
man was charged with embez-
zling federal benefits meant for 
the disabled child of his former 
girlfriend shortly after she went 
missing, U.S. Attorney Philip R. 
Sellinger announced. 

Asmar Earp, 37, of Newark, 
is charged by indictment with 
two counts of wire fraud and two 
counts of aggravated identity 
theft. He appeared March 3 be-
fore U.S. Magistrate Judge 
James B. Clark III and was de-
tained. 

According to documents 
filed in this case and statements 
made in court: Earp was in a ro-
mantic relationship and shared a 
house with a woman in Newark. 

Through a program administered 
by the Social Security Admin-
istration, the woman received 
monthly payments on behalf of 
her disabled minor son, who was 
not capable of managing these 
benefits on his own.  

On Dec. 24, 2017, the wom-
an went missing and her wherea-
bouts remain unknown. Six days 
after her disappearance, Earp 
fraudulently gained control of 
the victim’s benefits by chang-
ing the PIN code on the debit 
card used to access those funds.  

In March and April 2018, 
Earp also fraudulently used the 
woman’s name, date of birth, 
and Social Security number to 
receive a replacement debit card 

to continue accessing and using 
the victim’s benefits. From De-
cember 2017 through February 
2020, Earp and others acting at 
his direction repeatedly and 
fraudulently took the money in-
tended to help the victim. 

Each count of wire fraud is 
punishable by a maximum pen-
alty of 20 years in prison and a 
maximum $250,000 fine. Each 
count of aggravated identity 
theft is punishable by a sentence 
of two years in prison, at least 
one of which must be served 
consecutive to any other term 
imposed, and a maximum of 
$250,000. 

U.S. Attorney Sellinger cred-
ited special agents of the Social 

Security Administration, Office 
of the Inspector General, Boston 
New York Field Division, under 
the direction of Special Agent-in
-Charge Sharon MacDermott, 
and the Essex County Prosecu-
tor’s Office, under the direction 
of Acting Prosecutor Theodore 
N. Stephens II, with the investi-
gation leading to the charges. 

The government is represent-
ed by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Jessica R. Ecker of the General 
Crimes Unit in Newark. 

The charges and allegations 
contained in the indictment are 
merely accusations, and the de-
fendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven guilty.  



Municipality  3-1-2023 Deaths  3-8-2023 Deaths  
Belleville  14,115 164 14,124 164 

Bloomfield  15,868 176 15,893 178 
Caldwell  2,135 20 2,138 20 

Cedar Grove  5,044 145 5,048 145 
City of Orange  9,947 178 9,947 179 

East Orange  21,676 408 21,699 409 
Essex Fells  632 2 635 2 

Fairfield  2,566 44 2,574 44 
Glen Ridge  1,673 20 1,675 20 
Irvington  14,738 288 14,780 288 

Livingston  8,741 115 8,748 115 
Maplewood  6,808 53 6,819 53 

Millburn  4,770 18 4,776 18 
Montclair  9,282 93 9,297 93 
Newark  98,255 1,300 98,355 1,301 

North Caldwell  1,873 10 1,877 10 
Nutley  8,500 91 8,514 91 

Roseland  1,817 27 1,820 27 
South Orange  4,551 25 4,558 25 

Verona  4,329 26 4,339 26 
West Caldwell  3,339 68 3,339 68 
West Orange  17,154 282 17,173 282 

Total  258,512 3,553 258,850 3,558 

OTHER COVID-19 TALLIES (As of March 8, 2023) 
NJ: 2,549,264 cases / 32,894 deaths (Plus 3,116 probable) 

United States (approx.): 103.733 Million / 1.123 Million deaths  
Worldwide (approx.): 676.351 Million / 6.879 Million deaths 
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By Michelle Lowe 
 
EST...1996 
 
Message For You 

 
Greetings, Greetings every-

one, and back with you. Today, 
let’s empower ourselves, be mo-
tivated and continue to strive for 
the best and do the best you 
can ... be yourself, do your own 
thing. Believe in your hard work 
and it shall come. Follow your 
dreams on the way. You just 
never know what might be wait-
ing or in store for your future. 
Remember we will go through 
trials in life but overcoming 
them is the purpose and lesson. 
Don't forget and don't give up. 

Our society, the high cost of 
living, lack of jobs, times are 
hard for the majority of us folks. 
We are just barely making it to 
survive. Several homes, like the 
project homes and affordable 
housing, those buildings are get-
ting knocked down and replaced 
with properties that we cannot 
afford, which means we have to 
move out to where we can afford 
it.  

People have been living in 
their communities for years and 

now are being forced out. Cer-
tain areas we are being placed in 
aren't even safe. but for those of 
us who can't afford that type of 
high living, we are relocated to 
instability. 

When it comes to certain 
jobs, you work, and it still does 
not pay off. Some jobs just don't 
cut it enough, or either you work 
and work, all of it completed, 
just to find there has been com-
plications with your pay after 
you completed your part and du-
ty. Now, the money is not add-
ing up. There has been a setback 
or delay and bills are adding up, 
and you cannot manage your 
business due to a financial situa-
tion. 

Times are hard, and working 
two or three jobs just to get by is 
unfair. We as people should not 
have to work that hard to make 
ends meet if jobs did what they 
are supposed to. Finding a good 
job and good living is the same 
hard work for me. You have to 
keep pushing until you are com-
fortable and settle with your out-
come. 

P.S. Focus and take time out 
to gather your priorities. It is im-
portant in life. Till next time, 
peace and love. … 

  
ADVERTORIAL 



 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
♦ ♦

♦ ♦
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PRE-SPRING SPECIAL 

With 
Another Order of  

1000 Business Cards … for you  
or your friend or your colleagues  

 
 

Must mention at time of ordering              Expires 04-05-23 
Must present at the time of ordering * Cannot Combine with other discounts 

6’x3’ or 5’x4’ 
Includes BASIC SETUP 

FULL COLOR * ONE SIDED 
3-5 Bus. Days Delivery 

 
$89 plus applicable Sales tax                Expires 04-05-23 
Must present at the time of ordering * Cannot Combine with other discounts 

PRINTING 
Business Cards 
Letterheads 
Envelopes 
Brochures 
Calendars 
Bookmarks 
Flyers 
Door Hangers 
Greeting Cards 
Labels 
Postcards 
Posters 
Table Tents 
Complete Printing 

PRINTING 
NCR forms 
   (2 parts / 3 parts) 
2/3 Part Booklets 
TICKETS 
   (with stub) 
   (Numbered) 
 

LARGE FORMAT 
Acrylic Signs 
Vinyl Banners 
Display with Banner 
X-Frame + Banner 
Aluminum Boards 
Dye Sublimation 
YARD SIGN  
Window Cling 

 Regular 
$279 

Both Sides….Full Color 
Basic Artwork Included 

18”x24” 

Expires 04-05-23 

Regular $129 
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NEWARK - Tributes to Wayne 
Shorter, 89, from within and be-
yond the jazz world have been 
pouring in since the Newark na-
tive's March 2 death in a Los 
Angeles hospital. 

For all the praise for Short-
er's seven decades of innovative 
and evolving work, his collabo-
ration with the likes of Miles Da-
vis, John Coltrane and Carlos 
Santana and the Oscar, 13 Gram-
mys and other awards, none of it 
would have happened if not for 
some key turns in the Ironbound 
youth's life. 

Shorter was born Aug. 25, 
1933 in a Newark that was a jazz 
enclave and the birthplace of Sa-
voy Records. Clubs, movie hous-
es and stage theaters were found 
across the wards and radio seri-
als ruled the airwaves. The im-
provision and innovation fueled 
Wayne and older brother Alan's 
playtime imagination. 

Although parents Joseph and 
Louise sent the brothers to clari-
net classes, Wayne thought his 
calling was in graphic art. 
Wayne, then 12, won a contest 
for his drawing of a football 
game that got published in a dai-
ly newspaper and helped his 
teacher to recommend his entry 
into Arts High School. 

Wayne took the AHS classes 
that interest him but otherwise 
detoured to the Adams Theater 
on 28 Branford Place for the 
movies and musical acts. Arts 
administrators, after catching 
Shorter out, assigned him to their 
music theory teacher Achilles 
d'Amico. 

D'Amico not only helped 
shorter to graduate with the 
Class of 1952, he had Wayne 
switch from the clarinet to the 
tenor saxophone. Shorter then 
entered U.S. Army service, 
where he used his Fort Dix leave 

to attend New York City jazz 
clubs. 

Wayne and Alan began play-
ing in Newark with the Curtis 
and Nat Phillips bands. Jazz en-
thusiast Amiri Baraka, Sr. re-
called that Shorter's eccentric 
behavior coined the local 
"Weirder than Wayne" term but 
also earned "The Newark Flash" 
name for his performances. 

Mayor Ras Baraka and 
WBGO-FM honored Shorter by 
renaming part of Park Place 
"Wayne Shorter Way" April 29, 
2022. Shorter was too ill to at-
tend. Three wives, daughters 
Miyako and Marianna and a 
grandson are among his survi-
vors. Alan died in 1987 and 
daughter Isya in 1984. 

 
IRVINGTON - Township el-
ders are working to help its prop-
erty owners with flood mitiga-
tion here and literally down-
stream. 

Irvington’s Council, for ex-
ample, unanimously approved its 
$9.35 million share of The Joint 
Meeting of Essex and Union 
Counties' $52 million flood miti-
gation project here Feb. 27. The 
council specifically authorized 
issuing a $9.35 million munici-
pal bond issue to cover its Joint 
Meeting project share. 

This project involves in-
stalling an effluent discharge 
pump at the Joint Meeting's 
wastewater treatment plant in 
Elizabeth. The pump will dis-
charge treated wastewater fur-
ther into the Arthur Kill. 

The flood mitigation aspect 
is where the pump will keep the 
effluent from backing up the 
Joint Meeting's sewer system 
into its members' storm drains. 
The system, from its height at 
Summit to Elizabeth sea level, 
otherwise runs on natural gravi-
ty. 

The project also includes a 
new sludge dewatering station 
and connections to a pair of co-
generation motors. 

It is presumed that the Joint 
Meeting has similarly asked its 
members and customers for pay-
ing their shares of the project. 
East Orange, Maplewood, New-
ark, South Orange and West Or-
ange are also among its 11 mem-
bers. Orange, who has a part of 
its system connected with the 
Joint Meeting, may have also 
been asked. 

Irvington.net still offers ap-
plications to apply for the town-

ship's Tropical Storm Ida Disas-
ter Relief Grant. Ida turned the 
Elizabeth River into a raging tor-
rent Sept. 1-2, killing a father 
and his daughter here. Appli-
cants must first file with FEMA. 

 
EAST ORANGE - Funeral ser-
vices for Fifth Ward resident and 
retired pastor Lloyd Terrell, here 
at Faith Temple No. One Origi-
nal Free Will Baptist Church, 
where he was a member, Feb. 
25. The remains of the 50-year 
minister here and in Georgia and 
Iowa was entombed in Eliza-
beth's Rosemount Memorial 
Park. 

Terrell, 72, the 40-year pas-
tor of Newark's Franklin-St. 
John's and St. Matthew's United 
Methodist Churches, died in the 
presence of his family here Feb. 
18. 

The man who became the 
Rev. Dr. Lloyd Preston Terrell, 
Sr. was born in Akron, Ohio in 
1951 as the seventh of 10 chil-
dren. He came here in 1984 by 
way of Akron Public Schools, 
the U.S. Army, Augusta, Ga.'s 
Paine College and the Dubuque 
(Iowa) Theological Seminary. 

While at Franklin-St. John's, 
Pastor Terrell founded Agape 
Food Pantry, the church's com-
munity center and credit union 
and Prayer Center US. He au-
thored "Pray, Pastor, Pray," 
"Sending Up My Timber" and 
"Never Too Busy to Pray." 

"Pastor Lloyd" attained a 
doctorate in ministry from the 
New York Theological Seminary 
and - at 66 years old in 2016 - an 
associate's degree in mortuary 
science from Eastwick College-
Nutley. He and his wife of 47 
years, Marguerite, retired in June 
2022 and became Faith Temple 
members. 

Sons Lloyd, Jr. and Dr. 
Ralph Bunche Terrell, Sr., 
daughters Dr. Alice Marguerite 
Terrell-Bryant and Zelma M. 
Crump, brothers Rev. Dr. James 
Edward Terrell, Robert Terrell 
and Victor Terrell, sisters Patri-
cia Jenkins, son-in-law Law-
rence "Larry" Crump, sister-in-
law Hon. Judge Mary Terrell, 
eight grandchildren and seven 
godchildren are among his survi-
vors. 

 
ORANGE - The Orange Police 
Department may have completed 
its mourning period for retired 
Sgt. Lawrence "Larry" Vincent 
Roche on Feb. 25 but his memo-

ries linger on. 
Those memories of Roche, 

71, who died in Hampton Jan. 
24, may include patrolling with 
future OPD Capt. Don Wactor 
on the midnight tour, being a 
training officer for other police 
men and women, being a Sussex 
County Sheriff's Office Sub-
stance Abuse Evaluator - and 
rescuing at least two children in 
a local apartment building fire. 

Roche, who was born in 
Newark Jan. 24, 1951, joined 
"Orange's Finest" after his Army 
tour in Vietnam was over. The 
Clifford J. Scott Class of 1969 
graduate was an East Orange 
resident until he and his 1972 
bride Kathryn Layton Roche 
moved to Newton in 1976. 

Sgt. Roche received various 
awards and citations over the 
years. Although the circum-
stance of his rescuing several 
children from an apartment fire 
was not immediately available, 
his actions received a commen-
dation from the New Jersey State 
Senate. 

The Orange PBA Local 89 
member attained his associate's 
degree in criminal justice from 
Essex County College, his bach-
elor's in sociology from then-
Montclair State College and a 
master's in education from Seton 
Hall University. 

Sgt. Roche retired from OPD 
to join the Sussex County Sher-
iff's Office and to Hampton. 

Son Michael, daughters Re-
gina Hannapple and Shannon 
Lombardo, brothers Kevin and 
Brian Riche and George and 
Bruce Layton and seven grand-
children are among his survi-
vors. His Memorial Mass was 
held Feb. 4 at Newton's St. Jo-
seph Roman Catholic Church. 

Memorial donations may be 
made at Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion, 1702 E. Highland Ave., 
Suite 400, Phoenix, AZ 85016 
and/or RCCA Charities, 89 Spar-
ta Ave., Suite 130, Sparta 07871. 

 
WEST ORANGE - Township 
administrators, with Mayor Su-
san McCartney and Council-
women Michelle Casalino in at-
tendance, said two things about 
the now-municipal Rock Spring 
Golf Club. 

The first is that the golf club 
is costing West Orange more 
than planned. 

When West Orange bought 
the 188-acre, 18-hole course 

(Continued on page 14) 

DISCLAIMER: The following items are 
primarily drawn from first responders. 
Responders' accounts may not be their 
full activity range. Grand juries hand 
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named 
suspects/defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.  
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outlets her and abroad before March 1.  
The Kailasa website, as of March 8, 

still has the Newark City Hall ceremo-
ny video up - as well as its "Bilateral 
Relations with the USA" proclamation. 

Garafolo was referring to the 27-
minute City Hall ceremony which in-
cluded a Kailasa-provided video of the 
country and, its leader. The clip includ-
ed the country's flag, seal and anthem - 
as also found on its website. 

The problem is that ShriKailasa is 
not practically recognized by any coun-
try - and may only exist in the minds of 
its founder and his followers. 

It is not recognized by the United 
Nations or its members. It is not a 
member of Sister Cities International. 

Sister Cities, founded by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956, in-
volves cities voluntarily establishing 
cultural and educational relations with 
others around the world. As of 2017, 
500 U.S. cities have made ties with in-
ternational colleagues. 

Newark is a sister city to 15 others 
in nine countries, from Azerbaijan to 
Portugal. Montclair is a sister city to 
four; Manasquan, New Brunswick and 
Toms River are also member partici-
pants. 

Nithyananda had visited South Eu-
clid, Ohio in 2008 to dedicate a related 
Hindu temple and to "establish bilateral 
relations" with the Cleveland suburb. 
South Euclid has an SCI agreement 
with a Serbian city. 

Quintana, declaring, "We cannot 
bring Sister Cities Int'l into an issue 
where there such controversy," called 
for stricter City Hall vetting of future 
cities. 

SriKailasa founder Swami 
Nithyananda and his followers bought a 
Pacific island off Ecuador's west coast 
and declared it "USK" on Dec. 3, 2019. 
Nithyananda, from the Indian state of 
Kerala, said that the island "nation" is a 
refuge for those who want to practice 
"authentic Hinduism." 

Ecuadorian officials said no such 
sale has happened, that they do not rec-
ognize USK and are not aiding or abet-
ting Nithyananda. They do not have an 
extradition treaty with India. 

It is not known if Nithyananda, 45, 
has even set foot on the island. He has 
been making YouTube clips while in 
exile since Nov. 20, 2019. Kerala au-

NEWARK CATFISHED  

(Continued  from page 1) 

thorities said he was charged for a 2010 rape 
there and had jumped bail. 

Kailasa "ambassadors" have meanwhile 
been pressing for recognition at a recent UN 
conference in Geneva. They had set a goal, on 
its Jan. 12, 2020 Facebook page, of having re-
lations with 44 countries. 

The delegates have also supposedly asked 
for protection - of Hindus being oppressed 
from practicing and of Nithyananda from 
"persecution." 

Indian authorities have also added charges 
of child abduction and imprisonment in one of 
Nithyananda's ashrams. 

“Local Talk” contacted the City of Newark 
for comment, but received no reply at press-
time. In our inquiry, we asked the following: 

• How did Kailasa "officials" contact the city 
about a relationship? 

• Was there any official contract signed with 
Kailasa, and did any money change hands? 

• What will the City do in the future to pre-
vent such fraud? 
 
“Local Talk” Editor-in-Chief Dhiren Shah 

offered support if the City had any questions 
about Nithyananda, as he knowledge of the lat-
ter’s infamy. Again, there was no response. 

 “Catfishing” is the art of one party deceiv-
ing another party by pretending to be someone 
or something they are not. The term originally 
was limited to online engagements, but has 
since been used beyond the scope of the inter-
net in reference to such behavior. 
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OP-ED  BY  DR.  ROBERT  KENNEDY 
 

Cursed Is A Person  
Who Trusts In Mortals  
 
I have been giving much 

consideration to "the cult of per-
sonality" that is developing, 
more and more, in the American 
political system (and across the 
world), and it is amazing how 
many persons are being duped 
by it. I am not pointing to any 
one person here because while it 
might be most easily seen in the 
sporting and entertainment in-
dustries, it is also pervading the 
justice and religious systems and 
dominating the political systems 
of the day. 

Let me paraphrase an article 
from Wikipedia (The Free Ency-
clopedia) that is focused on the 
upsurge of the cult of personality 
in the political systems of the 
world at the moment. It states 
that a cult of personality, or 
a cult of the leader, results from 
an effort to create an idealized 
and heroic image of a leader by a 
government, often through un-
questioning flattery and praise.  

Historically, it has developed 
through mass media techniques, 
propaganda, fake news, patriot-
ism, and government-organized 

demonstrations and rallies. A 
cult of personality is similar to 
the climax of a story, except it is 
established by modern social 
engineering techniques, usually 
by the state or the party in one-
party and dominant party states. 
A cult of personality often ac-
companies the leader of totalitar-
ian or authoritarian countries. It 
can also be seen in some monar-
chies, theocracies, failed democ-
racies, and even liberal democra-
cies. (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Cult_of_personality) 

If, at all, you have an eye on 
what is taking place around the 
world with the upsurge of lead-
ers like Prime Minister Viktor 
Orba’n in Hungary, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan of Tur-
key, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel, who is now 
engaged in a parliamentary ef-
fort to take over the justice sys-
tem, and what is taking place 
here is the United States with so 
many being drawn into the cult 
of Trumpism. In that case, you 
must state that the Wikipedia ar-
ticle is on target. 

As stated, I am not just inter-
ested in focusing on the political 
leaders and systems but on what 
I noted in the first sentence of 
my opening paragraph, that it is 
interesting how many persons 
are being "duped" or “cursed” by 
the cult of personality. I see the 
destruction coming to individual 
lives and societies where person-
ality cults have ruled. I am join-
ing the biblical prophets to warn, 
“Do not trust mortals.” 

Here is how the prophet Jere-
miah said it: “Thus says 
the Lord: Cursed is the man who 
trusts in man And makes flesh 
his strength, Whose heart departs 
from the Lord. For he shall 
be like a shrub in the desert, 
And shall not see when good 
comes, But shall inhabit the 
parched places in the wilderness, 
In a salt land which is not inhab-
ited.” (Jeremiah 17:5-6 NKJV) 

“Everyone take heed to his 
neighbor, And do not trust any 
brother; For every brother will 
utterly supplant, And every 
neighbor will walk with slander-
ers. Everyone will deceive his 
neighbor, And will not speak the 
truth; They have taught their 
tongue to speak lies; They weary 
themselves to commit iniqui-
ty.” (Jeremiah 9:4-5 NKJV, em-
phasis mine) 

 
The prophet Micah also 

gives this strong warning: 
 
Do not trust in a friend; 
Do not put your confidence 
in a companion; 
Guard the doors of your 
mouth 
From her who lies in 
your bosom. (Micah 7:5 
NKJV) 
 
It is not because the prophets 

were trying to tell their audienc-
es that they should never trust 
anyone. On the contrary, trust is 
a necessary quality for any suc-
cessful relationship. But we must 
understand that we are open to 

deception if our trust is placed 
totally in any humanity. We are 
especially to guard ourselves 
against trusting political leaders 
seeking to control our minds and 
wills.  

The biblical prophets wanted 
their audiences to understand 
that no person is to hand over 
their mind and will to be con-
trolled by others. They wanted 
their audiences to understand 
that God was their final source 
of wisdom and strength. Only 
God's kingdom will rule forever. 
So, all the expectations for help 
for deliverance from all the 
promises of politicians are a 
waste. 

The bottom line is that if we 
expect to be truly blessed, we 
need to place our total confi-
dence in God and God alone. 
Here is Prophet Jeremiah again: 

 
“Blessed is the man who 
trusts in the Lord, 
And whose hope is the Lord. 
For he shall be like a tree 
planted by the waters, 
Which spreads out its roots 
by the river, 
And will not fear when heat 
comes; 
But its leaf will be green, 
And will not be anxious in 
the year of drought, 
Nor will cease from yielding 
fruit. (Jeremiah 17:7-8 
NKJV). 

 
Do I need to say more about 

putting our trust in mortals? I 
think not. 

From  
The 
Pastor’s 
Heart 
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The Department of Justice’s Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS Office) announced March 8 it will be 
undertaking two important reviews: one re-
lated to the Memphis Police Department 
(MPD) and one that will examine the use of 
specialized units within law enforcement.  

First, the COPS Office, through its Col-
laborative Reform Initiative Technical Assis-
tance Center (CRI-TAC), will conduct a re-
view of certain policies and practices of the 
Memphis Police Department. Memphis 
Mayor Jim Strickland and Memphis Police 
Chief Cerelyn J. Davis requested this review, 
which will cover policies, practices, training, 
data and processes related to MPD’s use of 
force, de-escalation and specialized units. At 
the conclusion of the review, the COPS Of-
fice will issue a public report outlining its 

findings and recommendations. 
The COPS Office’s CRI-TAC initiative 

is led and supported by nine leading law en-
forcement stakeholder associations. CRI-
TAC provides a wide array of technical as-
sistance services using a “by the field, for the 
field” approach. Since its inception in 2017, 
the program has provided technical assis-
tance for over 800 law enforcement engage-
ments. 

Separate from the Memphis review, the 
COPS Office will produce a guide for police 
chiefs and mayors across the country to help 
them assess the appropriateness of the use of 
specialized units as well as how to ensure 
necessary management and oversight of such 
units, including review of policies, tactics, 
training, supervision, accountability, and 
transparency. 

“In the wake of Tyre Nichols’s tragic 
death, the Justice Department has heard from 
police chiefs across the country who are as-
sessing the use of specialized units and, 
where used, appropriate management, over-
sight and accountability for such units. The 
COPS Office guide on specialized units will 
be a critical resource for law enforcement, 
mayors and community members committed 
to effective community policing that respects 
the dignity of community members and 
keeps people safe,” said Associate Attorney 
General Vanita Gupta. “The department is 
also pleased to be able to fulfill Memphis’s 
request for technical assistance on the police 
department’s use of force and de-escalation 
policies, as well as the use of specialized 
units.” 
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As March is recognized Na-
tionally as Women’s History 
Month, the Women of greater 
Newark took time not to be pas-
sive or sit idly by, but were pro-
active to pursue the need to rec-
ognize publicly the Women who 
have made, and are making a dif-
ference in our society. 

The Greater Newark Wom-
en’s Assembly, held March 4th 
and 5th at Newark Public Main 
Library and CityPlex12 Newark, 
was a special experience and ex-
ercise in investing in the welfare 
of our community. 

The Assembly’s focus was to 
honor, spotlight and promote the 
great treasure of gifts, talents and 
abilities that exist in our society, 
through the Women of our com-
munity, bringing Women togeth-
er from all experience, faiths and 
background and letting love have 

its perfect work. 
The Assembly team wants to 

thank all who planned, served, 
and participated, making the As-
sembly possible. It was truly a 
community event where every-
one brought and shared their 
best. Special applause goes to 
our planning team, the library 
staff and CityPlex 12 for their 
great support, including We 
Care, Inc., Newark Arts and Lo-
cal Talk News, all the presenters, 
vendors, musicians, catering and 
most importantly the honorees 
and guest attendees made it an 
extraordinary and unique gather-
ing. 

Amazing things happen 
when we come together for the 
benefit of each other, for purpose 
and for the betterment of com-
munity. The Women of Greater 
Newark are its greatest asset. 

Time must be taken to notice, to 
pay attention to who we are, 
what we do, and what we need, 
individually and collectively. We 
need each other to fulfil what we 
are gifted to do and be, to grow 
our ability and what is in our col-
lective best interest. 

Using a metaphor; the enthu-
siasm, the topic content, and the 
public interest to attend for the 
Women’s Assembly was like a 
size 14-16 trying to fit in a size 
10-12 dress. We were busting at 
the seams, which is due to the 
apparent pregnancy of the As-

sembly. When you bring Women 
of purpose and destiny together 
teaming with hope, competency, 
and desire to achieve, more room 
must be made to anticipate and 
accommodate the present ability 
and new expected growth. 

The Greater Newark Wom-
en’s Assembly planning team 
thank all who helped and were in 
attendance, who witness this sin-
cere effort to plant some new 
seeds, for a greater harvest, nur-
tured through love, recognition, 
and honor for the Women of 
Greater Newark.  

The Greater Newark Women’s Assembly, March 4th, and 5th   Thank You! 

Photos by Herb Glenn 

Local businesses displaying their goods.  

Artistry 
on display 

Pastor Munroe sharing her 
ideas with the audience  

A painting of Angela Davis 

Yvonne Garrett Patterson 
and Kim Gaddy 

A young drummer entertaining at the 
luncheon. Photos By Dhiren Shah 



 

from the Montclair Golf Club in 2019 for 
$11.2 million. the anticipated debt service 
was $700,000 and an annual tax loss of 
$585,000. The purchase was made during 
Mayor Robert Parisi's administration over 
wholesale housing redevelopment fears and 
an Essex County offer to buy. 

Township Business Administrator/CFO 
John Gross and Attorney Richard Trank, 
however, said that the tax losses are now 
$640,000 and over $1 million in debt ser-
vice. 

Second, the department heads at the Feb. 
16 special public meeting said that 15 to 18 
acres of the course should be used to build 
housing. The redevelopment's tax revenue 
will help offset the debt service and tax loss-
es. What exactly will be built there is to be 
addressed in the next year or two. 

Officials under Parisi's administration 
made two proposals. The first, in 2019, 
called for 175 residential units, 30 of which 
to be affordable, would be built on half of 
the golf course along Northfield Avenue for 
$7.5 million. The 2021 proposal entailed 
building housing for $2 million along a new 
road from Northfield and Ridgeway avenues. 

 
SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLEWOOD - 
Two separate reports of unruly adults on 
South Orange-Maplewood School District 
property 16 days apart March 3 and Feb. 14 
prompted two of its schools to enter lock-
down. 

Columbia High School was put into a 
"modified" lockdown March 3 after a teacher 
told its main office about a "verbal alterca-
tion with a man" on Ritzer Field at 8:06 a.m. 
The main office then called the Maplewood 
Police Department. 

The MPD police dispatcher meanwhile 
got a call from the CVS across Valley Street 

about "an unruly male who assaulted a pa-
tron" before leaving the pharmacy. MPD of-
ficers and members of the South Essex Fire 
Department rescue squad found the man at 
Valley Street and Jefferson Avenue. 

The man was described in the MPD re-
lease as "exhibiting signs of clear altered 
mental status" and carrying "a purple toy wa-
ter gun protruding from his pocket." SEFD 
medics evaluated the man and took him to 
RWJBarnabas Health Newark Beth Israel 
Medical Center for observation. 

MPD took the man under custody upon 
hospital release on an outstanding Pennsyl-
vania warrant. He remains detained in New-
ark's Essex County Correctional Facility. 

The Clinton Elementary School entered a 
Code Red "total lockdown" 9:06-25 a.m. 
Feb. 14 after a parent became irate in its 
main office at 9:03 a.m. Arriving MPD offic-
ers and SEFD medics were able to interview 
the parent and brought that person to a local 

TOWN WATCH  

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect 
 

WOMAN TO WOMAN  

She Welcome to the open 
session. Check out this open ses-
sion by reading the notebook 
entries of the NOTE TO SELF 
of Tamika Bevel Muhammad. 
But before you ya get to peek 
into this entry of my mental 
journal… I spoke to my mom 
the other night, and she was pret-
ty chipper when I called. She 
says, " I saw you in a vision to-
day."  

When my mother says, she 
saw you in a dream or sleep-
wake state. one quickly ops to 
hold their breath. But thank 
goodness it wasn't as bad as I 
thought when she told me she 
saw me riding on a greyhound 
bus which is pretty common 
when I visit the fam.  

I had an outside seat, and she 
said that I had a head wrap on 
my head in an African print. She 
told me that something was on 
my mind. I was in deep thought, 
and my body was positioned 
more so in the middle of our 
seats, and my head was slightly 
resting on the shoulder of my 
bus companion, who was a man 
with graying hair, and that was 
that, and I'm happy for it.  

As pondering my mama's 
vision, I concluded that my head 
resting on someone else's shoul-
der is pretty unheard of when it 
comes to Andrea Dialect. So that 
relays growth. Lately, I am be-
ginning to be able to consider 
the thought of tying my head up, 
focusing on reality, and sharing 
my load. Woman, Sista. Girl-
friend, what about you?  

 

NOTE TO SELF 
 
Tamika Bevel Muhammad 

 
“Me and My Sister…

October 25, 2022, was the day 
she left last year. Years ago, I 
left at eighteen in 1995. I moved 
in with my sister in 2017 for 
about a year. Things were pretty 
rocky then. When I moved out, 
we grew further apart, and I did-
n't reconnect with my second 

heartbeat again until around 
twenty nineteen when I found 
out that she was sick. The wedge 
between us started when I was 
about seventeen. I'm forty-five 
now. Two spirits had separated 
for so long; she was my only sis-
ter.  

“My sister and I became 
grandmothers at about the same 
time. One year shy of her death 
and we were back together 
again. Our bond had become 
stronger, and we began spending 
time together and truly enjoying 
each other's company. The joy of 
watching our grandkids growing 
together, playing big aunties to 
the two, and going to church on 
Sundays praying together. It was 
heaven. … 

 
Read this article in its entirety at 

www.localtalkweekly.com and type The 
Observation Booth, Andrea Dialect and/
or Entertainment Section in the search 
bar. If you are interested in participating 
in a challenge, project  sharing a topic, 
news or if you have any questions, 
comments or concerns, send them to 
localtalkandrea@gmail.com. 

Photos By Andrea Dialect 
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hospital. 
At no time were the Columbia or 

Clinton student bodies threatened. 
 

BLOOMFIELD - The manager of a 
Franklin Square shopping plaza store 
came to police headquarters here Feb. 21 
to report $600 worth of merchandise be-
ing stolen earlier that Tuesday. 

The manager said three men had 
walked into the Marshall's Department 
Store at 8-12 Franklin St. that morning 
and selected several items displayed on 
the store floor.  

All three, who had been acting as if 
they were purchasing the items, fled out 
the door with them instead. The $600 fig-
ure was arrived at after an inventory. 

The suspects are described as "African 
American males" without further descrip-
tion. They will be charged with shoplift-
ing should they be arrested. The incident 
remains under investigation as of March 
1. 

This shoplifting happened on the 
Bloomfield side of Franklin Square. The 
shopping center is built on the former 
Bamberger's furniture warehouse site and 
extends east into Belleville. 

 
MONTCLAIR - What started out as Feb. 
21 conflict of interest allegations against a 
township councilman has resulted in the 
Feb. 24 resignation of two advisors of the 
advocacy group the said councilman 
leads. 

Aminah Toler and Cathy Renna, in 
their Feb. 24 joint statement, said that 
they had tried to meet with Out Montclair 
Executive Director and At-Large Council-
man Peter Yacobellis in January. They 
had wanted to ask about any relationship 
that he may have with the Lackawanna 
Plaza's owner. 

Yacobellis founded Out Montclair to 
provide community, solidarity and sup-
port to Montclair's LGBTQ+ residents. A 
majority of participating voters had first 
elected Yacobelis in 2020. 

Yacobellis, said Toler and Rennai, 
canceled their meeting "at the last minute" 
and has not rescheduled. Their quitting 
Out Montclair came three days after pub-
lic speaker David Herron said he had filed 
formal conflict of interest charges against 
the councilman with the N.J. Attorney 
General's Office. 

Herron, during the Feb. 24 Township 
Council hearing of citizens, accused Yac-
obellis, as OM chief executive, of receiv-
ing around $35,000 from developer David 
Placek. Placek has a controversial plan to 
redevelop Lackawanna Plaza's train ter-
minal and closed Pathmark supermarket 
before the township's council and plan-
ning board. 

The Montclair resident, that Tuesday 
night, implored Yacobellis to recuse him-
self from any communication, let alone 
deliberation or decision-making, on the 
Placek Lackawanna Plaza plan. 

Yacobellis, after a closed discussion 
with Acting Township Attorney Paul 
Burr, that he has "constantly sought coun-
cil" in how he as councilman and how 
Out Montclair "color within the lines." He 
said that his and OM's financial records 
are in the public realm "and everyone can 
look at the facts." In Autumn 2021 advi-
sors stepped down from Out Montclair, a 
two-year-old organization. 

OutMontclair advisors quit in wake of 
Peter Yacobellis' latest Lackawanna Plaza 
plan alleged conflict of interest. 

 
BELLEVILLE - There are those on both 
sides of the Township Council dais have 
been wondering since Feb. 28 whether its 
municipal government is meting the letter 
or the spirit of state public meeting law. 

First Ward Councilwoman Marie 
Strumolo-Burke announced at that Tues-
day night's meeting that she would note 
"no" on all resolutions listed on the agen-
da. She cited that the only full set of said 
ordinances for public review are not ac-
cessible. 

Public speakers Michael Sheldon and 
Carmela Fleischman also brought up the 
public's inaccessibility of a complete 
agenda packet before Mayor Michael 
Melham and the council. 

State law requires that a municipal 
governing body's agenda be published at 
least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled 
meeting and posted for public display in 
the municipal building. 

Belleville has its agenda and a full set 
of its proposed ordinances and resolutions 
on a bulletin board next to the Council 
Chamber's front doors. The thumbtacked 
set and board, however, are in a locked 
glass case. 

Sheldon has since published a spread-
sheet of advance agenda postings/
publications in 25 municipalities: all 25 in 
Essex County plus Hudson County's 
Kearny and Bergen County's North Ar-
lington and Lyndhurst. "Local Talk" will 
focus on its 12 towns. 

Sheldon used Belleville's "Never" 
posting as a baseline. He rated East Or-
ange and Irvington as posting partial full 
agendas and Newark as "Almost." The 
other eight "Local Talk" towns publish 
and post full agendas.  

 
NUTLEY - It seemed as if Patricia Cole, 
46, who died Feb. 24 in Chevy Chase, 
Md.'s Holy Cross Hospital, always want-
ed to be in journalism. 

Cole, who was a gifted digital copy 
editor in National Public Radio's Wash-
ington, D.C. desk, had graduated from 
Nutley High School in 1995 as Editor-in-
Chief of its Maroon and Gray student 
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newspaper. 
NHS English teacher and M&G faculty advisor 

Ronald Bonadonna brought "Patti" to the paper for 
her talent and skill. The Washington elementary and 
Walker Middle schools graduate had also received 
an award from the Nutley Board of Education after 
her winning prize article was published in the then-
Newark "Star-Ledger" in 1994-95. 

Patricia Kathleen Cole, who was born Dec. 31, 
1976, was accepted into the Penn State University 
Honors Program and its "Daily Collegian" paper. 
The 1999 journalism graduate further learned her 
profession at "The Orlando Sentinel," "Columbus 
Dispatch," "Washington Times," The "Star-Ledger" 
and Law360.com before arriving at NPR in 2017. 

It can be said that Cole's copyediting had saved 
more than one news story and a reporter's career. 
Her insight and critical eye made sure that each arti-
cle was right, fair, important and meaningful. 

Patti had won a national headline writing con-
test in 2012 and became a contest judge for ACES: 
The Society for Editing. Her depression, however, 
overtook her Feb. 24. An NPR colleague, when 
cleaning out Cole's computer files, gained access 
through her password - a variation of Ronald Bo-
nadonna's name. 

Cole's Funeral Mass was held at Upper Saddle 
River's Church of the Presentation March 2. Mother 
Maureen and brother Michael are among her survi-
vors. Memorial donations may be made to the 
ASPCA. 

If anyone is contemplating suicide or in crisis, 
call or text 988 to reach the Suicide & Crisis Life-
line. 
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