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Shooter of 6-year-old still at-large

By Walter Elliott who shot and injured a 6-year

-old girl and two men in their

NEWARK / EAST OR- 20s in a Nov. 1 incident in

ANGE - City law enforcers
and county prosecutors have
arrested two men as suspects
in separate Newark and East
Orange shootings almost a
month apart.

Authorities are also look-
ing for the person or persons

Newark's West Ward. That
incident occurred while a
manhunt was conducted in

the South Ward for the first [

shooting that day.
Families of the girl, the

(Continued on page 4)
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Editor-In-Chief

We are celebrating our 22nd
Anniversary for Local Talk
Weekly Newspaper. I should not
forget the late Dr. Margaret Lu-
cas who helped me full hearted-
ly to start “Local Talk” as a
monthly newspaper. Also, I
would like to thank the late East
Orange Mayor Robert L. Bow-
ser. In this process many helped
us, supported us mentally, ver-
bally, physically and spread
word to the community. Thanks
to the community who not only
supported us but gave good re-
views and inspired us to work
more. [ should not forget the
many staff members and volun-
teers.

I must thank all the advertis-
ers who helped us in the process.

The 2022 midterm elections
are around the corner...next
Tuesday. I hope you all have vot-
ed so far and if not, please make
sure you cast your vote to the
right candidate.

David Depape, the man who
assaulted Paul Pelosi, will be
charged by Federal and State of
California rules. He will face at-
tempted murder charges which
can send him to 30 years in pris-
on. It is nothing but craziness by
Depape. He should be charged to
the full extent of law, so in the
future no one can take this kind
of crazy act ever again. “Local
Talk” wishes Paul Pelosi for a
speedy recovery. Depape was
looking for Nancy Pelosi, but
luckily Nancy was in Washing-
ton DC.

I have told a week before
election to then Governor Jon

I see that many democrats will
jump the line. However, I look at
all the candidate and try my best
to get the information for the
candidates. I make my judge-
ment and give a little more points
for a Democratic candidate, but
he/she must be a good candidate
to get my vote. In the same way
you should vote for a candidate,
not the party. Good candidates
will bring a better future for all.
The democrats should not just
talk only about Donald Trump,
but should speak about what can
they do for the people. What is
their agenda and how their pro-
grams will succeed. Blaming
someone is easy, but they should
not forget they are serving the
community, not brainwashing the
community.

Supreme Court Chief Justice
John Roberts has blocked a re-

- N Without the financial support of Corzine that many democratic lease Trump’s income tax returns
3& the advertisers, we would not voters would jump the line and to Congress until after the elec-

. , have survived. I must thank he would lose the election. As I tion. If the GOP wins the House,
Tditorla,[ Charles Hall Jr. of Local 108 remember, I wrote about it in my it could drag out and he may
who helped us as a friend and editorial as well, and he lost the never have to release the forms.

Dhiren Shah allow us to stay in his building. election. This is the second time In another case, the Supreme

Court denied Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham of SC’s request to avoid a
grand jury subpoena in Georgia
for an alleged interference in the
2020 presidential election. There
was a stay initially granted, but
that has now ended.

President Biden said that the
USA has the lowest inflation in
major countries of the world.
That is not true, as it is 40% of
the major countries has more in-
flation rate than ours, but 60% of
the major countries has lower
inflation rate than ours. This
comes on the heels of the Federal
Reserve increasing the interest
rate again by .75 %.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next week.
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Non-healing Foot Wounds?
Diabetic Foot Ulcers?

AP

BEFORE 12 WEEKS LATER

We Save the Limbs
that Others Can’t.

Cramping * Skin Dis

Frum# treatment is essential tu pmervlnu
your long-term health and quality of life.

CALL TODAY: 833.PAD.EXPERT (723.3973)

americanendovascular.com

. AN
John Rundback, MD

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:

347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052
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SPORTS WRAP &

By William Hathaway, Jr.

The New Jersey High
School Football Playoffs are
underway, and the quarterfinal
round saw the Irvington Blue
Knights defeat Sayville 38-7.
Leading IHS was senior Famah
Toured4with 129 yards and 2
passing touchdowns. Kyshir De-
sir chipped in 101 yards and Na-
sir Addison added 115 receiving
yards. Irvington now heads into
the Semifinal Round against
Northern Highlands at home this
Friday night. The winner will
advance to the championship
round in North Jersey Section 1
Group 4 playoffs. The Knights
are 8-2 on the season and look
to repeat as state champs.

In another sectional quarter-
final round, the rivalry between
East Orange and Clifton contin-
ued. Last year, EO won the state
title on a walkoff fumble return
for a TD. Earlier this year, Clif-
ton got revenge in a 21-0 shut-
out. As for the rubber match,
Clifton was victorious again
over the Jaguars 17-7. Clifton
will move on to play Passaic
Tech in the section semifinal
round, while East Orange’s bid
to defend its state crown comes
to an end.

SHOOTERS
(Continued from page 1)

two young men, two Newark
Police Division officers and the
late East Orange Campus High
School student Letrell Duncan
are meanwhile in different stages
of mourning, healing and activ-
ism.

Acting Essex County Prose-
cutor Theodore "Ted" Stephens
IT and East Orange Police Chief
Phyllis Bindi announced on Oct.
28, that two males were arrested
and charged in the Oct 3 fatal
shooting of Duncan in East Or-
ange.

Josiah Wade, 22, has been
held in Newark's Essex County
Correctional Facility since Oct.
27 on a count each of purposeful
murder, conspiracy to agree or
engage in conduct constituting a
crime, knowingly receiving sto-

In other action, West Side
lost a tough game to Dumont
team on the road 7-6. Newark
still has a dog in the fight, with
Weequahic set to play Butler in
the semifinal round of North
Jersey Section 2 Group 1. West
Orange defeated Watchung Hills
in a tight game 18-10. WOHS is
now 6-3 on the season and will
play Ridgewood in the NJSIAA
Regional Invitational Tourna-
ment. The Orange Tornadoes
who finished with a 4-5 season
were defeated by Bergenfield 27
-20 in a good game. Finally,
Barringer was shut out by Lin-
den 41-0.

The first rankings of the
College Football playoff came
out, with Tennessee, Ohio State,
Georgia, and Clemson taking
the top four spots.

In pro football, both the Gi-
ants and Jets lost. Big Blue saw
two fumbles on punts lead to
points for Seattle in a 27-13 loss
to the Seahawks on the road.
Gang Green still can’t get by
Patriots coach Bill Belichick, as
New England won 22-17 at
MetLife Stadium.

Finally, the Nets have parted
ways with head coach Steve
Nash, with the hopes that sus-
pended Celtics head coach Ime
Udoka will become available.

len property and wandering or
prowling to obtain or sell a con-
trolled dangerous substance.
Wade's residence or hometown
was not given.

A 16-year-old boy has been
held in county custody on charg-
es of murder, conspiracy to com-
mit murder and two weapons
offenses.

Stephens and Bindi have giv-
en little detail on how Wade and
the boy were linked to Duncan's
murder by 168 Lincoln St. Oct. 3
or how they were arrested. The
16-year-old basketball standout
was shot two blocks south of his
high school and while the next-
door Edward T. Bowser Elemen-
tary School was dismissing its
students for the day.

Authorities said that Duncan
did not know his assailants. The
juvenile is accused of firing four
shots into Duncan.

(Continued on page 15)
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LOCAL UNIONS
ENDORSE

MIKIE SHERRILL
FOR CONGRESS

By Dhiren Shah

Unions endorse candidates for dif-
ferent reasons. Among the issues are:
Defending Workers’ Rights, Protecting
Our Retirement, Investing in Infra-
structure and Lowering Healthcare
Costs. Mikie Sherrill has supported all
of these causes in the past, and has
promised to support them in the future.
She is committed to representing work-
ing families.

On October 29, 2022 over 100 sup-
porters got together and had a rally to
support Mikie Sherrill’s reelection bd
for Congress. The rally started at the
Local 108 office at 1576 Springfield
Avenue, in Maplewood, NJ and ex-
tended to most of the district’s 11
towns, including Maplewood,
Montclair, Irvington, and West Orange.

Mikie Sherrill is a Naval Academy
graduate, Navy helicopter pilot and for-
mer federal prosecutor, as well as a
wife and mother of four children. She
served 10 years on active duty in the
United States Navy as a Sea King Heli-
copter pilot. Right now, she is serving
the 11th Congressional District and ap-
pealing to voters to come out and vote
for the right candidate in the newly re-
drawn district.

Essex West Hudson Labor Council,
AFL CIO, RWDSU, and Local 108
supported and endorsed Mikie Sherrill
for Congress in NJ’s 11th District.
They support candidates who support
working families.

It will be a very important election
on November 8th. Please do not waste
your vote this year. Early Voting is
open until November 6, 2022.

DAYLIGHT STANDARD TIME

ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE
HAS ALL YOU NEED TO SUCCEED!

@)ESSEX

COUNTY COLLEGE
STUDEMNTS FIRST

Essex County College offers Outstanding Academic
Programs and Workforce Development Training.

We provide a wide range of student support services.

* Free tuition opportunities = Student Food Pantry
* Laptop loaner program * Counseling
* Internet access * Tutoring

——_ .And Even More!

€€ Essex County College is Ranked
Number 1 Among the Top 10 Schools Offering

Associates Degrees in Health Sciences. 99
- College Factual

See if YOU qualify for additional tuition support
through the Community College Opportunity Grant (CCOG).

Register Today!

For more information call us at (973) 877-4477 or visit us online www.essex.edu
203 University Avenue Newark, NJ 07102
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AND = Homemakear /| Home Health Alde (HHA)
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH # Elecirocardiograph Technician (EKG)

» Phlebolomy Technician (CPT)
F R E E If Qualified :

ALL PROGRAMS ARE
APPROVED BY!:
MNJ BoarD oF NURSING,

l":[-ﬂl: n (CPR)
ce & more,

QI.-EiE.L DAYS. E'U’ENINGS & SATURDAYS

EGINS THIS SUNDAY AT 2:00 AM
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Congratulates

Local Talk Weekly Newspaper

On its

22nd Anniversary

For their Commitment to community service
&

Informing the community with hyperlocal news

Don’t Forget - Early Voting is underway through November 6, 2022!

LOCAL 108 * 1576 Springfield Avenue, Maplewood, NJ 07040 * (973) 762-7224
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BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY
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STOP SUFFERING

debilitating fibroid symptoms
WE CAN HELP!

There is a medically safe non-surgical
alternative to hysterectomy:

UTERINE FIBROID EMBOLIZATION (UFE)

fro

» Stop Bank Levies!
» Stop Wage Garnishments!
» Stop Creditor Harassment
» Stop Foreclosure!!

» Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners

» Restore Driving Privileges

» Prevent Auto Repossessions
> ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.

Reduces ﬂm Size and S_ymptoms of Fibroids FOR FREE CONSULTATION:
Fully Equi pﬂnm}ztl;:;?g:nter—ﬂgriln ital Stay Call
F:wel: Complications and Quicker Hﬂ::lﬂﬂrjl' DAVID W|THERSPO0N

CALL OUR EXPERTS TODAY!
833.UFE.EXPERT (833.833.3973)

Attorney-at-Law
10 Hill St. (Suite 20Y) » Newark,

NJ 07102
R €% K B 973-342-6653
S ' 973-489-9005

fibroldexpert.com

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:
347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052

LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL MAY

REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code

ESSEX COUNTY WEEKLY COVID-19 CASE TALLY

. - = Municipality 10-26-2022 Deaths 11-2-2022 Deaths
Annual HOSpIta| PUbIlc Meetmg Belleville 13,050 155 13,103 156
Bloomficld 14,501 168 14,569 168
Caldwell 1,986 18 1,995 18
Cedar Grove 4,642 138 4,664 139
City of Orange 9,581 175 9,623 176
Mo nday, November 21’ 2022 East Orange 19,910 387 19,997 388
Essex Fells 599 2 601 2
4. 00 p m Fairfield 2,382 39 2,389 39
. A1 Glen Ridge 1,533 19 1,539 19
I ' Irvington 13,623 282 13,682 282
The public is invited to attend Cungsion | 7992 | 108 | 8019 | 108
i Maplewood 6,348 49 6,382 49
N pe 'son Millburn 4,521 18 4,533 18
Montclair 8,503 90 8,542 91
| | Newark 91,621 1270 | 92,054 1273
To register, please call Ma Lorie Lot at 973-877-5350 North Caldwell 1,762 10 1,767 10
4 Nutley 7,811 86 7,859 88
| Or vis| | Roseland 1,689 26 1,693 26
smmcnj.com/annualmeeting2022 South Orange 4,229 22 4,243 22
Verona 4,001 25 4,017 25
: - ’ " . West Caldwell 3,309 67 3,324 67
Saint Michael’s Medical Center —Weiome | isge0 | 270 [ is014 | 270
111 Central Avenue, Newark, NJ Total 239453 3,424 | 240,509 3,434

Member of Prime Healthcare

OTHER COVID-19 TALLIES (As of November 2, 2022)
NJ: 2,368,682 cases / 31,804 deaths (Plus 3,116 probable)
United States (approx.): 97.581 Million / 1.071 Million deaths
Worldwide (approx.): 631.206 Million / 6.594 Million deaths
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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BROTHERS ARRESTED IN MURDER
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63-year-old woman shot on her birthday
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A shocking upconung counrt
decision has been exposed by an
even more shocking act,

Politico obtained a draft of a
Supreme Cowrt maling deciding
the fate of Roe v. Wade, the case
that ensured a woman’s right to
an abortion. The outletr is report-
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NEWVWVAREK - Counseling here at
MNorth Star Academy’'s West Side
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offered while Newark Police TDa-
wisiom detectives arme immvestigat-
ings how a six-wear-old boy came
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“IKNOW GOD HAS BEEN
' DEALING WITH YOU
+ TOGETBACKTO

THE HOUSE OF GOD

"5 PASTORS JASON & GALE ALVAREZ

WELCOME YOU!

SUNDAY MIRACLE SERVICES
9AM & 11AM

LOVE OF JESUS
FAMILY LHURCH 448 Highland Avenue, Orange NJ, 07050

ALL THE WORLD, EVERY CRI

URE

SHOOTERS
(Continued from page 4)

East Orange Mayor Ted
Green, in his Oct. 31 reaction to
the arrests, said that his "heart
breaks" for the families of the
two 16-year-olds.

"Now's the time for all of our
community leaders to come to-
gether and prioritize the emo-
tional, mental and physical well-
being of our young people," said
Green. "No more lip service. No
more talk. We need action - and
that action cannot come from
just one person or program
alone; there's strength in num-
bers. When we work together,
we've the power to make
change."

Kendall Howard, 30, of East
Orange, may well meanwhile be
in the county detention center
before you read this. Howard,
who was arrested on 11 a.m.
Nov. 2, is accused of shooting
and injuring two NPD officers at
a Van Velsor Place address in
the Weequahic section Nov. 1.

Howard, as of press time, is
being charged with two counts
of attempted murder plus a count
each of the unlawful possession

of a weapon and possession of a
firearm for an illegal purpose.

Stephens, Newark Public
Safety Director Fritz Frage and
Mayor Ras Baraka, in a Tuesday
afternoon press conference, said
that Howard was first wanted for
questioning for firing a gun in
the air while walking along the
100 block of Hansbury Avenue
at 11:03 am. Oct. 28. Police
found a shell casing there.

NPD subsequently produced
and distributed handbills of the
Oct. 28th gun firing. They used
two pictures of the suspect as
captured by a local street video
surveillance camera.

NPD officers received a call
at 1 p.m. Tuesday from a resi-
dent of an apartment building at
Van Velsor Place and Chancel-
lor Avenue. The resident said
she recognized the man in the
handbill as a fellow resident.

Two uniformed officers
pulled up to the apartment build-
ing shortly afterward at 1:45
p.m. and spotted the man later
identified as Howard.

"They stopped to talk and
identify him," said Stephens,
"and a violent interaction oc-
curred."

Howard is accused of pulling

out a gun and shooting at two of
the officers. One shot struck an
officer's leg; the other struck the
officer's neck and shoulder. Ad-
ditional officers at the scene re-
turned fire.

One officer and a pedestrian
tended to the officer with the
wounded neck while medical
and police backup were called.
The officer with the leg injury
limped to an alley for safety.

Present and arriving NPD
officers promptly entered the
corner apartment building, think-
ing that Howard had retreated
inside. They also evacuated
building residents and taped off
the intersection. Traffic - includ-
ing buses on NJTransit's No. 37,
39, 99, and 108 bus routes - were
detoured.

That search and evacuation
expanded to 11 adjacent build-
ings and several blocks. The
nearby  Chancellor  Avenue
School was locked down. NPD's
SWAT and helicopter units, the
Essex County Sheriff's Office,
New Jersey State Police, U.S.
Marshalls and the federal Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives joined in the
manhunt.

It became clear that Howard

had eluded authorities by 8:30
p.m. and the "all clear" was giv-
en by 9 p.m. ECPO attorneys
meanwhile got an arrest warrant
on Howard from a Superior
Court judge. The sheriff's
CrimeStoppers unit posted a re-
ward leading to Howard's arrest.

Gov. Phil Murphy and Act-
ing State Attorney General Mat-
thew Platkin were also advised
of the shooting and search.

Howard would be found
10:45-11 a.m. at 25 Van Velsor
Place. An NPD SWAT team,
acting on a reference, entered the
apartment building's main en-
trance and 10 minutes later exit-
ed a side door with Howard in
custody.

Residents were either told to
stay in place or stay outside of
the police tape cordoning off that
block of Van Velsor. Some of
NPD's uniformed and plain-
clothes units also arrived in sup-
port.

The NPD officer with the leg
injury has been treated and re-
leased from Newark's University
Hospital overnight. The officer
with the grazed neck, who was
admitted in stable condition, is
being treated as of press time

(Continued on page 18)
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven quilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - It appears that sev-
eral overseas news sources have
not let the lack of the official Es-
sex County Prosecutor's Office
disclosure of an Oct. 27 shooting
victim from identifying him.

Newark Police Division of-
ficers, responding to a shots fired
report, arrived at 153 Isabella
Ave., in the West Ward's Vails-
burg section, at 9:30 p.m. that
Thursday. They had found there
"an unconscious and unrespon-
sive man with multiple bullet
wounds."

The man, who was unidenti-
fied by the ECPO Homicide/
Major Crimes task Force, "died a
short time later." NPD and, later,
County task force members taped
off that block and searched for
field evidence.

Three Guyanese media out-
lets, however, have identified one
of their own as the victim. They
had identified the victim as Ray-
on Shepherd. Two of the sources
ran separate photos of the late
Shepherd.

There has been no ECPO
confirmation that Shepherd was
the victim. No obituaries, funeral
arrangements or more details
have been published as of press
time.

The fatal Isabella Avenue
shooting remains as an active in-
vestigation.

IRVINGTON - Police detectives
here and in Newark want to ask a
shooting victim how he had
walked 1.5 miles while wounded
from one town to the other.

Irvington officers said they
were patrolling border streets
when they found a man, bleeding
from his back, at their 458 14th
Ave., at 4:35 a.m. Oct. 30. Essex
County Sheriff's officers also as-
sisted at the scene.

The victim was rushed to
Newark's University Hospital -

but not before he told officers
that he had been shot at 458 18th
Ave., Newark. The Newark Po-
lice Division was subsequently
notified.

Twp Man Killed in East Orange

Funeral arrangements for
Carl Brown, 36, of Irvington,
were being made as of press time
while ECPO Homicide and Ma-
jor Crimes Task Force detectives
have been search for his Kkiller
since Oct. 21.

Responding East Orange po-
lice officers said they had found
Brown with multiple gunshot
wounds in front of 411 Park Ave.
at 5:50 p.m. that Friday. Brown
was rushed to University Hospi-
tal - where he was declared dead
at 6:18 p.m.

Brown's shooting happened
about two blocks east of where
Letrell Duncan, 16, was shot and
killed Oct. 3. The respective
shootings otherwise have no
known relation.

EAST ORANGE - It has taken a
long time but a block of Davis
Street, off North Oraton Park-
way, was honorably renamed
Gladys Eva Blount Way before
some 75 adults and Mildred Bar-
ry Garvin School children here
Oct. 19.

Mayor  Theodore  "Ted"
Green, Fifth Ward Councilman
Mustafa Ali-M. Brent, Blount's
four great-granddaughters and
grandson Willie Davis IV un-
veiled the street sign after 2 p.m.
that Wednesday. Blount herself,
100, was watching live on social
media from her current Ruskin,
Fla. address.

Blount, a hairdresser who
raised two children at 36 North
Oraton Pkwy., was a member of
the Women's Army Corps during
World War Two - one from
among the 855 selected African
American Women and 6,000 en-
listees. She served in the segre-
gated 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion in the European
Theater 1945-46 and is one of
"The Six-Triple-Eight's" six sur-
viving members.

By "taking a long time," this
street renaming was postponed
from Sept. 27 due to the weather.
It was hoped that Blount would
have personally attended.

It could also be said that
Blount and her peers had waited
since 1945 - 77 years - to receive
their full honors.

Recent research has led Presi-

dent Joseph Biden, for example,
to award a Congressional Gold
Medal to the 6888th earlier this
year. Mayor Green personally
delivered Blount a key to the
city, a city medal of honor and a
proclamation from him and the
City Council July 28.

ORANGE - What started out as
a dispute over the use of an air
pressure pump in Bayonne Oct.
30 has left a city resident in
South Kearny's Hudson County
jail as of press time.

Asia Beasley, 28, said a Hud-
son County Prosecutor's Office
spokesman Oct. 31, is being held
on charges of aggravated assault,
making terroristic threats and
weapons possession from an
11:30 p.m. incident at the Quick
Chek at 175 E. 22nd St. in Ba-
yonne's Old Hook section.

A motorist told Bayonne po-
lice that he was the next in a line
of people who were taking their
turns at the air pump. He was
kneeling by one of the tires he
was about to fill with air when he
noticed a woman standing with a
knife in one of her hands. The
victim said the suspect told him
she was in a rush and demanded
that she use the air generator be-
fore him.

When police arrived on a call
of two patrons in a dispute, said
Bayonne Capt. Eric Amato, both
the suspect and the victim had
left the scene. BPD officers used
a description from the other line
waiters of the suspect's car and
her fleeing north on Route 440 to
track them down.

Officers stopped the driver,
later identified as Beasley, on Rt.
440 at the Goldsborough Drive
traffic light by the Marine Termi-
nal at 11:35 p.m. A motor vehicle
search yielded a knife.

WEST ORANGE - A township
resident who was a 13-year UN
official has been serving a 15-
year federal prison sentence since
Oct. 27 for drugging and sexually
assaulting a woman while on as-
signment in Iraq in 2016.

US District Court Judge Nao-
mi Reice Buchwald gave Karim
Elkorany, 39, the 15-year sen-
tence from her Manhattan bench
that Thursday. It was the result
of a plea bargain that U.S. De-
partment of Justice-Southern
New York District prosecutors
and Elkorany had agreed to on
May 24.

Elkornay, by taking the guilty
plea, confessed that he had

drugged and sexually assaulted
"Victim 1" while she was uncon-
scious in or about November
2016. The UN communication
specialist was working in Iraq
July 2016-November 2018.

Victim 1 reported the inci-
dent to the UN, which conducted
an investigation. Elkorany gave a
voluntary interview with special
agents from the FBI's New York
Field Office at his West Orange
home Nov. 3, 2017.

A "Victim-2," a contractor
for the UN, meanwhile accused
Elkorany of drugging and as-
saulting her "on multiple occa-
sions" in Iraq and the US 2014-
19. Elkorany had worked for
UNICEF in Iraq October 2013-
April 2016.

Elkorany, as part of the plea
bargain, also admitted he had
drugged and/or sexually assault-
ed Victim 2 and 16 additional
victims. He will be on three
years' supervised release when
his imprisonment is done and
will be subject to paying to-be-
determined restitution.

SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLE-
WOOD - Police from various
parts of New Jersey and from as
far as Allentown, Pa., gathered
here to pay tribute to the late
James "Jim" DeVaul Oct. 28.

A motorcade, led by 42 mo-
torcycle officers and followed by
10 cars, paced southwest on
Springfield Avenue towards the
Jacob A. Holle Funeral Home on
Millburn Avenue at about 1:10
p.m. Friday. Police riders - in-
cluding those from Belleville,
Newark, the Essex County Sher-
iff's Office and Fort Lee - took
turns closing side streets along
the way.

The motorcade joined the
DeVaul family and township of-
ficials at Holle to escort the late
police chief's final procession to
the Maplewood Municipal Build-
ing for his funeral. That final
march, including the Essex
County Pipe and Drum Corps,
walked beneath an American flag
raised by a pair of ladder trucks
from the two-town South Essex
Fire Department.

Mounted police were also
present, including a horse rider-
less except for a pair of boots
facing backwards in its stirrups.
Acting Police Chief Albert Salley
marched while holding DeVaul's
hat in his hands. Buses on
NJTransit's No. 25 and 70 routes
were among the traffic detoured

(Continued on page 18)
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From
The

Pastor’s
Heart

OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

Break The Curse
By Removing All
Accursed Objects

I asked my wife a curious
question last evening, “Can you
think of any object in your home
as a child that you felt was a
threat to your life and more like
a curse than a blessing?"

She paused briefly and said,
"My father's shotgun and rifle." I
asked, "Why?" And she told how
she had found a curious metal
object and, as only six years old,
was unaware of what it was. Her
baby brother began crying, so
she gave him what she thought
was a toy and then sat down to
read a book.

She noted that her dad
walked in just as her brother put
the object in his mouth and be-
gan to chew on it. The terrified
dad quickly took the object and
asked where she found it. She
said she showed him where and
he was terrified that she had
found the object. Her mother
rushed from another part of the

house as she heard the father's
comments and started to cry be-
cause she sensed the tragedy that
could have happened. Although
her father made every effort to
secure the guns, she said, she, as
well as her mother, always hated
the sight of guns.

So, when one of her brothers
bought a gun in his adult life,
their mother became very angry.
Her mother told the brother re-
peatedly in my presence that his
gun would cost his life. And in-
deed, it happened, as she said.

I am not writing today about
owning guns or not owning
them. It is not my intent here to
get into any Second Amendment
debate, but I am asking whether
you have anything in your house
that is or can be a curse. It might
be:

A gun

Ouija boards
Dreamcatchers
Horoscopes

Porn magazines
Horror films

Crystals

Witchceraft books
Demonic video games
Or what have you

I know that some of you
might be thinking that anything
can become a curse, and I am
not opposing that, but I am mak-
ing a more direct point that some
things are explicit tools of the

devil and need to be removed
from the places we live. As is
said, “fireproof your home.”
“Put away the evil that is among
you.”

I am making the same appeal
that the apostle Paul made as he
concluded his sermon to the peo-
ple of Ephesus. The response to
the sermon is recorded thus:

“And many who had be-
lieved came confessing and tell-
ing their deeds. So, many of
those who had practiced magic
brought their books together and
burned them in the sight of all.
And they counted up the value
of them, and it totaled fifty thou-
sand pieces of silver. So, the
word of the Lord grew mightily
and prevailed.” (Acts 19:18-20
NKIV)

I am not asking you to burn
any books for a show or to en-
gage in any political extremes as
is being practiced in our contem-
porary culture here in America.
Still, T ask that you go through
your homes and eliminate items
connected to the occult or any
spiritualism. Anything you find
that might have been dedicated
to Satan, or speaks explicitly to
demon connection, get it out of
your possession because Satan
will use it as a contact point to
your life.

I am not a house inspector
and do not wish to give you ex-
tra work, but it is good to evalu-
ate the items in your homes and

personal libraries at all times.
See if what you have in them is a
blessing or a curse.

When the people of Israel
were to settle in the promised
land, Moses gave them a strict
message from the Lord: “Nor
shall you bring an abomination
into your house, lest you be
doomed to destruction like it. On
the contrary, you shall utterly
detest and abhor it, for it is an
accursed thing.” (Deuteronomy
7:26)

In our sophisticated culture
here in America, we might laugh
at the little carved images that
people of other cultures place in
their windows and on their
shelves, but do we take the time
to evaluate how many demonic
objects we are buying and which
we expose our children to? As I
have said, I take note of the topic
not just to engage in a theoretical
discussion but because 1 have
observed that only a few critical-
ly evaluate what we are buying
for ourselves and offering our
families.

Maybe the best way to con-
clude this reflection is to say that
if we take time to get in deeper
contact with God, we will find
safety in him and, therefore, will
have no need to hang on to the
things that bring more of a curse
upon us than the blessings that
are available to us.

OVER 150 KILLED IN
HALLOWEEN STAMPEDE

SOUTH KOREA

On a day that was supposed
to be about fun and celebration,
a country was left with sadness
and mourning.

When thousands of citizens
descended upon Seoul on Oct.
29 for a Halloween spectacle,
something went horribly wrong.
People suddenly started running
wildly, which led to a stampede
that proved deadly. As of dead-
line, at least 156 people were
killed, while 172 were injured.

So far, there is no indication

as to why the crowd became so
upset that people took off the
way they did. This was the dead-
liest pedestrian event in South
Korea since the Sampoong De-
partment Store collapse in 1995,
which saw over 500 people
killed.

OVER 140 KILLED IN
BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INDIA

Not long after the tragedy in
Seoul, another festive occasion
turned tragic.

On Oct. 30, the Morbi pedes-
trian bridge in Gujarat, India re-
opened after it had been closed
for renovations. The event was
celebrated as a new beginning
which coincided with Diwali and
the Gujarati New Year.

On the day in question, over
500 people decided to trek
across the bridge. Unfortunately,

some of the pedestrians decided
to carelessly sway the bridge.
This caused an energetic chain
reaction that caused the bridge to
fail and collapse, resulting in the
deaths of at least 141 people and
injuries to over 100 as of dead-
line.

So far, nine people have
been taken into custody over the
collapse.

GRAIN SHIPMENTS
RESUME

WORLD

The UN Secretary-General
on Nov. 2 issued a statement
warmly welcoming Russia’s de-
cision to resume its participation
in the Black Sea Grain Initiative,
which has allowed nearly ten
million metric tons of vital food-
stuffs to be shipped from
Ukraine.

The UN-brokered deal which

is implemented through a Joint
Coordination Committee (JCC)
in Istanbul involving Russia,
Ukraine, and Tirkiye, was
signed in July, to allow grain, oil
and other foodstuffs to leave the
war-torn country for markets
overseas - many of which are in
desperate need of food from Eu-
rope’s “breadbasket” to stave off
the threat of famine.

On Oct. 29, Russia said it
was suspending its cooperation
and would no longer guarantee
the safe passage along the agreed
humanitarian corridor of ships
through the Black Sea, claiming
that Ukraine had launched an
attack on its military vessels in
Crimea.

Russia and Ukraine account
for roughly 30 percent of all
wheat and barley exports, a fifth
of its maize, and more than half
of all sunflower oil.
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BLOOMFIELD COLLEGE TO MERGE WITH MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY

By Lev D. Zilbermints

After 150 years as an inde-
pendent institution, Bloomfield
College will merge with
Montclair State University. The
merger, which has been ap-
proved by the governing boards
of both schools, will take effect
in June 2023.

An October 27 message from
Bloomfield College President
Marcheta P. Evans to the
Bloomfield College Alumni As-
sociation stated in part, “WE
confidently chose Montclair
State University as our institu-
tional partner. Montclair’s com-
mitment to minority and tradi-
tionally underserved student
populations, and the breadth of
its academic, athletic and arts
offerings align with Bloom-
field’s long held mission, mak-
ing the University a particularly
good fit for our community, not
to mention its close geographic

proximity.
In short, we believe the ben-
efits of this merger with

Montclair are in the best interest
of current and future students,
faculty, staff, alumni and our
local communities here in Essex
County and beyond.”

Once the merger is finalized,

Bloomfield will become Bloom-
field College of Montclair State
University.

The grounds for the merger
were laid last fall, when Bloom-
field College President Marcheta
P. Evans made a public plea for
help. Without help from a rich
benefactor or assistance from
Montclair State, Bloomfield Col-
lege faced closure. A decline in
enrollment and the effects of the
coronavirus pandemic had a dev-
astating effect on Bloomfield
College. Black and Hispanic
communities, which make up the
majority of Bloomfield’s stu-
dents, struggled with the effects
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Last March, Montclair State
University provided financial
assistance to Bloomfield Col-
lege. This in turn, led to the mer-
ger.

According to Bloomfield
College’s website, in 2012,
2,044 students were enrolled. A
decade later, only 1,153 students
were enrolled during fall 2022
semester.

“Local Talk” heard from
credible sources that the previ-
ous president, Richard Levao,
and his former director of mar-
keting made the decision to fo-
cus on enrolling minority stu-

dents at Bloomfield College.
The downside of this strategy
was that recruitment became too
dependent on minority students
for college enrollment. When
these sources would no longer
yield enough students, enroll-
ment suffered. The same credi-
ble sources said that it would
have been wiser to recruit not
only in Essex County, but other
counties of the state. This way,
recruitment among Asian, Na-
tive American and white stu-
dents would have helped in-
crease enrollment numbers.
According to Inside Higher
Education, President Evans said,
“We know that in the Northeast
that we’re not alone, that a lot of
small private institutions are
struggling with enrollment. But
if you go back and look at the
demographic of the students that
I serve... the pandemic dispro-
portionately impacted us. In one
semester [ had 200 to 300 stu-
dents that did not show back in
the fall, when we were actually
expecting an increase in enroll-
ment, because of our efforts of
going out and being in the com-
munity, working with the coun-
selors and working with the
churches. That’s what we were
expecting. Then March 2020

After enrollment dwindled,
Bloomfield College officials
made the decision to go public
with a plea for help. It was felt
that going public would get the
widest response possible from
other institutions.

According to President Ev-
ans, “I did not want to be one of
those institutions that is open
one day and closed the next.”

After the appeal for help
went public, Bloomfield re-
ceived responses from 30+ insti-
tutions, Inside Higher Education
wrote in its October 27 article.
Of the eight that submitted for-
mal proposals, Montclair State
was chosen. According to Presi-
dent Evans, both proximity and
similarities in mission were rea-
sons for choosing Montclair
State as a partner. According to
Inside Higher Education, Evans
pointed out that Montclair is a
Hispanic - serving institution
committed to underserved stu-
dents.

According to www.montcla
ir.edunewscenter/2022/10/26/mo
ntclair-state-university-and-bloo
mfield-college-announce-merger
-plans, Montclair State Universi-

(Continued on page 19)

SHOOTERS
(Continued from page 15)

with a bullet lodged in his shoulder.

"Both officers (were) awake, still talk-
said FOP Local 11 President Jeff Webb
"Their families never left

ing,"
Tuesday night.
their side."

NPD superior officers and top brass

meanwhile received word of a shooting at
off South Orange Avenue
and South 9th Street, at 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Officers who were responding to a
ShotSpotter detection of shots fired from the
Reservoir Site Townhouses property joined
colleagues who were already at the scene to

145 14th Ave.,

quell "a large fight."

Arriving officers found three people suf-
fering bullet wounds. Two men in their 20s

and a 6-year-old girl were promptly taken to
University Hospital and admitted in stable
condition.

The girl was reportedly shot in the torso
and has a collapsed lung. She was rushed in
an NPD squad car to the emergency room.

On-scene officers said they were trying

to contain and control the fight when shots

were fired. Whoever fired the shots had fled
the scene and remains at-large.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 16)

during that Friday's ceremony
and for the previous night's visit-
ation at Holle.

DeVaul, 53 - who took ill
Oct. 2 and died at Allentown's
Lehigh Valley Hospital-Cedar
Crest Oct. 21 - first came here by
way of New York's Long Island
and Bath, Pa. The Columbia
High School Class of 1987 grad-
uate joined "Maplewood's Finest"
in 1993.

The outdoor funeral ended
with a State Police helicopter fly-
over and the motorcade's resump-
tion. The procession paused at

CHS and several township loca-
tions dear to DeVaul before
heading to a private interment.

BLOOMFIELD / GLEN
RIDGE - October marks the
changing of the township's
Health and Human Services Di-
rector leadership that affects op-
erations here and in eight other
municipalities among three coun-
ties.

Mayor Michael Venezia and
the Township Council, on Oct. 1,
has promoted F. Michael Fitzpat-
rick as HHS Director. Fitzpatrick
succeeds Karen Lore, who has
retired after 34 years' township
service.

Fitzpatrick is overseeing the

department's prevention, inspec-
tion, education and/or animal
control services for Glen Ridge
and Caldwell in Essex County,
Chatham, Lincoln Park and
Mountain Lakes in Morris Coun-
ty and Union County's Cranford
and Springfield Township.

Lore was promoted from Act-
ing Health Director to Director
on Oct. 19, 2012. The Jersey City
native was working in an East
Orange mental health outpatient
facility in 1988 when she an-
swered a Bloomfield health want
ad for a social service specialist.

Lore was promoted from
among the 20-person department.
It was under her tenure that
"Human Services" was added.

She had expanded neighboring
shared service agreements from
Glen Ridge and Caldwell to the
present eight.

In a recent interview, Lore
said that she was considering re-
tirement but stayed on when the
global COVID pandemic struck
in March 2020. She may return to
clinical social work.

It is not immediately known
whether Fitzpatrick is a candidate
as Lore's ultimate successor.

MONTCLAIR - Those who fol-
low the Montclair High School
football team may want to record
its 4-4 2022 regular season win-
loss record before the New Jersey

(Continued on page 19)
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ty President Jonathan GS Koppell, the Uni-
versity intends for the College to offer a
transformative education with an emphasis
on first-generation students from a diversity
of backgrounds, empowering them to attain
academic, personal, and professional excel-
lence in a multicultural and global society.
“Student enrolled at Bloomfield College
will benefit from a distinctive educational
environment offering a supportive, small col-
lege experience enhanced by the resources of
a comprehensive public research university,”
Koppell said. “This partnership could serve
as a new national model for how institutions
with similar missions can innovate through
integration, and become partners in ensuring
student success instead of competitors.”

Hardest Part Ahead

Both the governing boards of Montclair

State University and Bloomfield College ap-
proved the merger. However, according to
MSU President Koppell, the biggest chal-
lenges are still ahead. What will happen to
Bloomfield faculty and staff? As reported by
Inside Higher Education, both presidents
said that they want to keep as many people
employed as possible. Bloomfield employees
may migrate to similar positions at Montclair
State, both presidents said.

Another question is how to merge two
institutions into one. This is something that
officials at both Bloomfield College and
Montclair State University are trying to ac-
complish before June 2023.

Meanwhile, Bloomfield College students
will continue to operate independently, but
in close collaboration with Montclair State
University, the two schools said on their re-
spective websites. Bloomfield students en-
rolled at the time of the merger will be able
to continue their education without interrup-
tion and without additional costs, Montclair

State reported on its website. Also, Montclair
State University will make every effort to
provide employment opportunities for
Bloomfield College’s current employees.

Last Independent Graduation

Before becoming part of Montclair State
University, Bloomfield College will have
one last graduation in May 2023. It will be
the final graduation at the 155-year-old
Bloomfield College. The next graduation
may well be under the auspices of Bloom-
field College at Montclair State University in
June 2024.

Full Disclosure: Lev D. Zilbermints
graduated from Bloomfield College in May
1996 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Political
Science. While at BC, Mr. Zilbermints was
President of the Day Student Government
and a reporter for the Collective Voice, the
Student newspaper.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 18)

State Interscholastic Athletic Association
erases it.

The MHS Mounties, within a 24-hour
span Oct. 27-28 went from becoming a
playoff contender in the NJSIAA North
Jersey Section 2, Group 5 quarterfinals to
their entire season being voided. It was
brought to the state sports sanctioning
body's attention by Montclair Public
Schools administrators Friday morning
that it had used an academically ineligible
player during the eight-game regular sea-
son.

"We learned last night (Oct. 27) that an
academically ineligible student was al-
lowed to play for the MHS football team
this season due to an administrative over-
sight," said MPS Superintendent Dr. Jona-
than Ponds Oct. 28. "We immediately re-
ported this situation to the NJSIAA, which
informed us that the team has to forfeit its
wins this year and is therefore ineligible
for the state playoffs - including tonight's
game against Ridgewood."

The Mounties were to visit Ridgewood
6:30 p.m. that Friday, hoping to repeat its
Oct. 14 17-10 regular season upset against
the Maroons. That now-7-2 team, which
accepted Montclair's forfeit, is to host
West Orange in Nov. 4's semifinal.

David Cantor, MPS' first communica-
tions director, said that they were informed
on Thursday by former MHS head football
coach John Fiore. Fiore, who left to be-
come an Elizabeth High School freshman
coach, said that an anonymous caller told
him about the ineligible player and repeat-
ed the "weird story" to Cantor.

Ponds added that his administrators are
talking with the NJSIAA about "solutions"
other than forfeiting the playoffs.

MHS's regular season wins against

Nutley (Sept. 9, 38-6), Livingston (Sept.
22, 31-17) and Columbia (Oct. 22, 21-
7).are also facing NJSIAA erasure.

NUTLEY - Prosecutors in the U.S. Attor-
ney's New Jersey District Office are hop-
ing that the president and a top officer of a
real investment company will follow their
head salesman, a Nutley resident, in plead-
ing guilty to fraud conspiracy.

Arthur S. Scuttaro, 62, pled guilty to
one count of conspiracy to commit securi-
ties fraud before US District Judge Evelyn
Paden in Newark federal court Oct. 13.
Scuttaro was National Realty Investors
Advisors LLC's head of sales.

Scuttaro's guilty plea came the day af-
ter a federal grand jury in Newark handed
down an 18-count indictment against him,
Thomas Nicholas Salzano and Rey E.
Grabato Il for securities fraud, wire fraud
and conspiracy thereof. Salzano, 64, of
Secaucus, and Grabato, 43, of Hoboken
and the Philippine Republic, were NRIA's
respective "shadow" CEO and president.

Salzano and Grabato, said US Attor-
ney-New Jersey District Philip R. Sell-
inger, are accused of defrauding investors
and potential investors of $650 million
between Feb. 1, 2018 and Jan. 1, 2022.
The duo is said to have misled investors
through false statements of their positions,
NRIA's financial status and "material
omissions."

The pair are further accused of de-
frauding the IRS in its attempt to collect
$26 million owed them.

"Their criminal tactics were straight
out of the Ponzi scheme playbook so they
can cheat their investors and line their own
pockets, said Sellinger." Remember the
old adage that if it sounds too good to be
true, it probably is."

Scuttaro is to be sentenced on Feb. 23.
He faces a maximum five year prison sen-
tence and an up to $250,000 in fines.
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