VOLUME 22 o ISSUE 20 * MARCH 24, 2022 - MARCH 30, 2022

“LET’S TALK FOR THE BETTERMENT OF OUR COMMUNITIES”

LOCAL: TALK

NEWARK ¢ IRVINGTON « EAST ORANGE * ORANGE * WEST ORANGE °
SOUTH ORANGE « MAPLEWOOD « BLOOMFIELD « MONTCLAIR & MORE

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

Editorial & Weather - 02
World News - 06
Pastor’s Heart - 12

>
L
(=]
=

The Doctor Is In - 04
Town Watch - 10
Pre-Spring Special - 13

ESSEX COUNTY e ORANGE e EAST ORANGE e ORANGE BOARD OF EDUCATION
1576 Springfield Avenue e Maplewood, NJ 07040
Phone: 973-622-1111 « www.localtalkweekly.com

E-mail - Newspaper: localtalk@aol.com * Printing: localtalkprinting@gmail.com

Sports Wrap - 05
The March - 11
Observation Booth - 14

Free Parking

COMPLETE Downtown
DENTISTRY Nﬂ“a De"tal NEWARK
FORTHE
WHOLE FAMILY r
FREE Nlt.;:1|'l|l5urur.|.c:3?

‘ $49

i

240 Mulberry Streot,
Newark, NJ 07102
www.NovaDentolhl.oom

\

DF PanEG] PR
“fl [Cvmodontie

Root Canal | Extractions | Dentures | Fillings
Invlsulign & Braces | Implants | Crown & Bridges

““q 862-212-0865

Google 50 Wi

[9'5, ’ull'_,-r
i

MATOHIA [H STOURCHES ACTPTADDS!

STUDENTS WALK OUT

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Those who no-
ticed several hundred students
walking out of a nearby charter
high school to City Hall's front
steps after March 18's morning
rush hour witnessed a familiar,
yet unique, sight.

The students left North Star
Academy's Lincoln Park Cam-
pus building at 377 Washing-
ton St., at about 9 a.m. that Fri-
day and walked a block east to
City Hall. They then held a ral-
ly for about 90 minutes to air
their grievances.

The City Hall steps have
been the focal point of five
protests by mostly high school
students 2010-18. Student par-
ticipation ranged from 300 to
1,000.

Two were held March 14
and April 20, 2018 as National
Schools Walkout Day in the
wake of 17 people gunned
down in Parkland, Fla." Marjo-
rie Stoneman High School.
American History High School
students, teachers and adminis-
trators walked out to defeat a
Newark Public Schools' in-
tended relocation.

The bulk of the five pro-
tests was over state education
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aid cuts and the implementa-
tion of then-NPS State District
Superintendent Cami Ander-
son's controversial One New-
ark Plan. One Newark included
targeting 20  schools for
"turnaround," closing and/or
consolidation.

Friday morning's students,
however, were from a high
school overseen by the Un-
common  Schools  charter
schools  network.  Charter
school students leaving classes
to protest are rare occasions.

There was one protest, be-
fore Friday, where a non-
Newark public school took part
involved the March 14, 2018
national school gun violence
walkout. Students from St.
Vincent's Academy - an Arch-
diocese of Newark parochial
high school - joined public col-
leagues from Arts, Central and
Science Park high schools at
City Hall.

One has to cross multiple
state lines to find charter high
school student walkouts or pro-
tests 2018-22. Charter highs in
Kansas City, Mo., and Miami,
for example, joined in the
March 14, 2018 national walk-
out.

(Continued on page 5)
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Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

The war between Russia and
Ukraine has no end in sight. The
problem stems from NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation) countries, especially the
US, wanting Ukraine to be a part
of the group. Right now, there
are 30 countries that are part of
NATO. The alliance has an
agreement that if any country
gets attacked, NATO countries
will protect them by political
and weaponed means as well.
It’s good to have an alliance
with many countries. However,
when we are offering $800 mil-
lion worth of weapons to make
another country a member of
NATO, it is not just to protect,
but to fight in my opinion.

Ukrainian  president Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy already an-

nounced that if Russia is ready
for a ceasefire, he will think pos-
itively for not joining in with
NATO. However, he has not
committed that he will not be
part of NATO. So, it will be very
difficult for anyone to believe
and trust a politician. Russia is
wrong for targeting civilian
buildings and hospitals with mis-
siles. Putin is a crazy guy while
quietly doing his job. He will not
announce when he fires nuclear
missiles. He might just do it. He
is dangerous.

The hearing for the first Afri-
can American woman to be nom-
inated as a Supreme Court Jus-
tice, is a proud time for all mi-
nority communities. She has
faced pressure for her judgement
as a judge on child pornography
cases. Her judgement was very
lenient, and she has awarded
lower sentences to predators of
child pornography, rather than
the minimum sentence written in
the law books. Also, she has not
given any answer for the mean-
ing of “woman.” That might hurt
her. However, with the party line
style of Democrats and Kamala

Harris’s tie-breaking vote, that
may still make Ketanji Brown
Jackson the first African Ameri-
can woman to gain a lifetime ap-
pointment to the Supreme Court.

According to CNN:
“Madeleine Albright, the first
woman US secretary of state,
who helped steer Western for-
eign policy in the aftermath of
the Cold War, has died of cancer.
She was 84 years old. Albright's
family announced her death in a
statement Wednesday (March
23). Albright was a central figure
in President Bill Clinton's admin-
istration, first serving as US am-
bassador to the United Nations
before becoming the nation's top
diplomat in his second term. She
championed the expansion of
NATO, pushed for the alliance to
intervene in the Balkans to stop
genocide and ethnic cleansing,
sought to reduce the spread of
nuclear weapons, and champi-
oned human rights and democra-
cy across the globe.” She leaves
behind a powerful legacy of ac-
complishments.

We are spending a lot of tax-
payer money as far as congres-

sional elections are concerned.
Every two years, the congress-
persons have to contest in an
election. However, there is no
term limit. In my opinion, the
congressional election should be
for 3 or 4 years, so we can save
33% of election cost for con-
gress.

Most of the congresspersons
get elected time and time again
without any problem. Also, for
this country to improve, it is very
important is to have term limit
for senators, representatives of
congress, and any position, in-
cluding governors, mayors and
councilpersons. The term in my
opinion should be 12 years. For
local leaders, they will have a
maximum of three terms and
senators will have a maximum of
two terms. That way, new blood
and less politics will reduce the
lobbyists and bring in people
who may think about improving
the nation.

Have a wonderful week.

Dll talk to you next week.
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The Doctor Is In
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Dr. Adil Manzoor  OP/ED
Long COVID: Risks,
Symptoms, and Recovery

Getting infected with the
coronavirus is no longer some-
thing many people fear, especial-
ly vaccinated people. And that
makes sense, considering the al-
most negligible chance of dying
or even getting hospitalized when
vaccinated people get the virus.

Unlike typical vaccines that
prevent people from getting in-
fected in the first place, the
COVID vaccine cannot assure
that, at least, not anymore. Ra-
ther, it only ensures there is a
minimal practical risk of dying or
even getting seriously ill from the
virus. Again, it is, therefore, very
understandable that people don’t
fear getting infected anymore.

However, there is something
to be concerned about for both
the vaccinated and unvaccinated,
and that is long COVID. Long
COVID is short for the “long-
term effects of coronavirus.”
Medically, the condition is
known as post-acute sequelae of
COVID-19 (PASC).

Now, it is only the effects of
the coronavirus that last long and
not the duration of the infection
itself. To put it in a simple way,
long COVID refers to symptoms
of the coronavirus that last long
after the infection has gone. It is
important to make this distinc-
tion, as many people believe that
long COVID is a coronavirus in-
fection that lasts very long.

Non-healing Foot Wounds?
Diabetic Foot Ulcers?
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We Save the Limbs
that Others Can’t.
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Prompt treatment is essential to preserving
your long-term health and quality of life.
CALL TODAY: 833.PAD.EXPERT (723.3973)

Kawin Horman, MD

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:
347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052

Why does this happen?
Well, there is no definite answer
to that question, as researchers
only recently started studying
the condition. However, from
the studies that have been con-
ducted, the four main risk fac-
tors are the presence of particu-
lar autoantibodies, a high viral
(RNA) load, Type 2 diabetes,
and the reactivation of the Ep-
stein-Barr virus, which sits la-
tent in the blood of most people
following a childhood infection.

While these factors don’t
necessarily mean you will have
long COVID, it indicates people
that are at a higher risk of hav-
ing the condition. This is one
study - a relatively small one at
that - though, and it will be irre-
sponsible to make bold asser-
tions, but it’s nice to see science
making progress about this con-
dition.

I understand that it may be
frustrating not to have all the
answers about any COVID-
related condition, but you have
to remember that COVID-19 is
a novel condition. Scientists and
researchers don’t have previous
research and studies to examine
when things get cloudy.

Since we have the risk fac-
tors out of the way, let us con-
sider the symptoms of the con-
dition. According to the NHS,
common long COVID symp-
toms include extreme tiredness
(fatigue), shortness of breath,
chest pain or tightness, prob-
lems with memory and concen-
tration (“brain fog”), difficulty
sleeping (insomnia), heart palpi-
tations, dizziness, pins and nee-
dles, joint pain, depression and
anxiety, tinnitus, earaches, feel-
ing sick, diarrhea, stomach
aches, loss of appetite, a high
temperature, cough, headaches,
sore throat, changes to sense of
smell or taste, and rashes.

These symptoms may last
only a few days or weeks in
some people but may persist for
more than three months in oth-
ers. Interestingly, the chances of
having long COVID do not
seem to be related to the severi-
ty of the coronavirus infection.
In other words, people who only

exhibited mild symptoms can
still have long COVID, and for
months too.

As of right now, there is no
proven effective drug treatment
plan for managing long COVID.
The only treatment plan availa-
ble is a supportive care regimen
where the symptoms are man-
aged to prevent them from inter-
fering with the lives of affected
individuals.

Before 1 forget - yes, vac-
cines help, unsurprisingly. Stud-
ies have shown that vaccinated
people are less likely to develop
long COVID. Also, unvaccinat-
ed people who catch the virus
and get symptoms of long
COVID do better if they then
get vaccinated. Vaccines help-
ing the fight against long
COVID are possibly the least
surprising thing I have written
today and again echoes my
pleas to get vaccinated if you
haven’t. Stay safe.

This article was written by
Dr. Adil Manzoor DO, a Board
Certified Internist & Board Eli-
gible Pediatrician, who works
as a Hospitalist, and Emergency
Room Physician. He is also the
current President of Garden
State Street Medicine, a non-
profit organization whose sole
purpose is to provide free pre-
ventive and acute urgent care
services for the homeless. He is
also the co-founder of his own
unique medical practice Mobile
Medicine NJ.
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SPORTS WRAP &7

By William Hathaway, Jr.

The NCAA tournament is
underway, and has lived up to
the nickname “March Madness.”
One of the biggest upsets in the
first round came from a New
Jersey based Cinderella team,
the St. Peter’s University Pea-
cocks out of Jersey City. The
#15 seed stunned the basketball
world by taking down one of the
sport’s blue blood schools in an
85-79 overtime win over #2
Kentucky. After that shocker,
the Peacocks then took down the
#7 Murray State Shockers 70-
60. St. Pete’s will now take on
high powered #3 Purdue in the
East  Regional  Semifinals,
known as the Sweet Sixteen, in
Philadelphia on Thursday.

Every win in the big dance is
“the first ever” for the 21-11
Peacocks are coached by none
other than St. Patrick’s High and
Seton Hall legend Shaheen Hol-
loway, who could wind up as the
Pirates new head coach after
Kevin Willard took the Mary-
land job. SHU could use him, as
Willard’s last game was a 69-42

STUDENTS WALK OUT

(Continued from page 1)

Students left their Las Mesa,
Calif. CHS an hour before dis-
missal Jan. 24, 2018 to protest
the police department's handling
of an arrest of a student. Sacra-
mento (Calif.) CHS students, on
Sept. 9, 2018, similarly protest-
ed St. Hope's Charter admin-
istration's summertime firing of
teachers and having to wear long
pants on 100-degree days.

The Mast Academy joined
other public high schools in
walking out and converging at
Miami City Hall March 10. The
protest was over the Florida
Senate's passing what some have
called the "Don't Say Gay" bill.

There have been no previous
high school walkout or protest
reports involving North Star
Academy's Washington Park
HS. There are no reports of such
occasions among the seven other
privately run but publicly funded
high schools North Star parent
Uncommon Schools has in Bos-
ton, New York City and Roches-

loss to TCU in the first round of
this year’s tournament.

St. Peter’s is the only local
team left alive, not considering
Villanova. Connecticut lost to
New Mexico State 70-63 in the
first round, while Rutgers had
already lost 89-87 to Notre
Dame in one of the play-in
games. #12 Richmond defeated
#5 Iowa 67-63, and Coach K’s
last season is still alive, as Duke
has advanced.

In the women’s tournament,
Steph Curry level shooter Caitlin
Clark and the #2 Iowa Haw-
keyes were stunned by #10
Creighton 64-62.

Finally, in NFL news, the
Cleveland Browns stunned eve-
ryone by trading three first
round picks for controversial
quarterback Deshaun Watson,
and then giving him a 5-year,
$230 million contract - with
ALL of the money guaranteed.
Watson, who is facing over 20
civil suits for alleged behavior
with massage therapists, now
has the most guaranteed money
in league history.

ter and Troy N.Y.

LPHS students, student or-
ganizers and a former teacher
came to City Hall steps to pub-
licly decry what they call North
Star's mistreatment of African or
African American teachers and
students. The speakers said that
North Star has developed "a cul-
ture of anti-Blackness" despite
Uncommon Schools President
Julie  Jackson's  seven-point
"Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Action Plan" she had announced
in July 2020.

LPHS senior L. Drummond
was among several students who
said they have seen a significant
number of African American
teachers telling their charges that
they were leaving for being un-
dervalued and overworked.

"It's very upsetting for us to
build to build bonds with our
teachers, to build relationships
and connect," Drummond told a
reporter, "and then see them
chased out by the school."

"You deserve Black educa-
tors who don't get pushed out by
these systems," said Tasha

STOP SUFFERING

from debilitating fibroid symptoms

WE CAN HELP!

There is a medically safe non-surgical
alternative to hysterectomy:

UTERINE FIBROID EMBOLIZATION (UFE)

Reduces the Size and Symptoms of Fibroids
Minimally Invasive Procedure
Fully Equipped Outpatient Center—NO Hospital Stay
Fewear Complications and Quicker Recovery

CALL OUR EXPERTS TODAY!
833.UFE.EXPERT (833.833.3973)

John Rundback, MD %

fibroldexpert.com

American
Fibroid Centers Kevin Herman, MD
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Heritage House Apartments
50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018

Annual Income
Qualifications:

A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY
We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major

thoroughfares.

Apartment/Community Features:

» Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units
* Fully Equipped Modern kitchens

* Plenty of closet space

* On site laundry facility

* Attended Lobby Entrance

* 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance

* Recreational Community Room

* Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area.

* Free on-site indoor garage parking

» Window Treatments

**Maximum income
$38,460.00 — 1 person
$43,920.00 — 2 persons

** Subject to program guidelines

Open Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Call: 973-677-9111

TTY: 1-800-852-7899

or Stop by!

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally
assisted programs and activities. A senior executive has been designated
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s
regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2,
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:
Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,

(212) 319-1200, NY
TTY 1-800-662-1220

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Grant, who taught theater at
North Star until 2020. "You all
deserve to be in classrooms that
nurture you and keep you safe."

"We're tired and fed up," said
senior Kwadjo Otoo. "No they're
trying to pretend like something
changed - but we know it's the
same school we've been going to
forever."

Otoo was referring to Jack-
son's seven-point DEI plan,
which she said in July 2020 was
in response to George Floyd's
May 25, 2020 murder and her
reading "of negative experiences

423 W. 55th St, 9th FI. NY, NY 10019,
about our schools."

ey

It is not clear whether Jack-
son had visited the "Black at Un-
common" Instagram account
and/or Facebook page. The two-
year-old account includes stories
from former teachers systemwide
plus a link to a Change.org "Hold
the Uncommon Schools Network
Accountable" petition.

Jackson's plan to all 57
schools in Newark, Camden,
NYC, Rochester, Troy and Bos-
ton focused on meeting and talk-

(Continued on page 12)
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FDA SET TO DISCUSS
MORE BOOSTERS

UNITED STATES

On March 21, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration is an-
nouncing a virtual meeting of its
Vaccines and Related Biological
Products Advisory Committee
(VRBPAC) on Wed., April 6, to
discuss considerations for future
COVID-19 vaccine booster dos-
es and the process for selecting
specific strains of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus for COVID-19 vac-
cines to address current and
emerging variants.

Along with the independent
experts of the advisory commit-
tee, representatives from the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the National
Institutes of Health will partici-
pate in the meeting.

“As we prepare for future
needs to address COVID-19,
prevention in the form of vac-
cines remains our best defense
against the disease and any po-
tentially severe consequences,”
said Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D.,
director of the FDA’s Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Re-
search. “Now is the time to dis-
cuss the need for future boosters
as we aim to move forward safe-
ly, with COVID-19 becoming a
virus like others such as influen-
za that we prepare for, protect
against, and treat.

“Bringing together our panel
of expert scientific external advi-
sors in an open, transparent dis-
cussion about booster vaccina-
tion is an important step to gain
insight, input and expert advice
as we begin to formulate the best
regulatory strategy to address
COVID-19 and virus variants
going forward.”

The April 6 VRBPAC meet-
ing is intended to assist the agen-
cy in developing a general
framework that will inform its
regulatory decision-making on
what might warrant updating the
composition of COVID-19 vac-
cines to address specific vari-
ants, as well as timing and popu-
lations for COVID-19 vaccine
booster doses in the coming

months.

No vote is planned at this
meeting and there will not be
any discussion of any product-
specific applications.

The FDA intends to make
background material available to
the public, including the meeting
agenda and committee roster, no
later than two business days be-
fore the meeting.

In general, advisory commit-
tees include a Chair, members
with scientific, medical and pub-
lic health expertise and a con-
sumer and industry representa-
tive.

The FDA intends to
livestream the VRBPAC meet-
ing on the agency’s YouTube
channel Disclaimer; the meeting
will also be webcast from the
FDA website.

MILLIONS DISPLACED
BY WAR IN UKRAINE

EUROPE

As the total forced to flee
their homes in Ukraine rises
above 10 million, attacks on
healthcare facilities there due to
Russia’s continuing bombard-
ment are averaging more than
two per day, the UN warned on
March 21.

“We, along with our part-
ners, remain deeply concerned
over the impact of reported
fighting on civilians trapped in
cities in eastern, northeastern
and southern Ukraine, including
in Chernihiv, Sumy, Kharkiv,
Izyum, Donetsk, Mykolaiv, and
Mariupol,” said UN Spokesper-
son, Stéphane Dujarric, briefing
correspondents at UN Headquar-
ters in New York.

Since Feb. 24 when the inva-
sion began, more than 10 million
people have now been forced
from their homes in search of
safety and security - nearly a
quarter of the population of
Ukraine.

This includes an estimated
6.5 million men, women and
children who are internally dis-
placed, said UN migration agen-
cy, IOM, on Monday, and nearly
3.5 million people who have
crossed international borders out
of Ukraine as refugees, accord-
ing to UN refugee agency, UN-
HCR.

IOM's data show that 13.5
percent of those newly displaced
had already had prior experience
with displacement during 2014

and 2015, when Russia’s mili-
tary annexed the Crimea from
Ukraine, and backed separatist
militants in the eastern regions
of Luhansk and Dontetsk.

“Many of those displaced are
particularly vulnerable, pregnant
and breastfeeding women, elder-
ly persons, those with disabili-
ties, chronic illnesses and people
directly affected by violence,”
reported IOM. More than 60 per-
cent of heads of households sur-
veyed, are accompanied by chil-
dren, and more than 53 percent
of internally displaced people
are women.

The agency said the most
pressing needs include medi-
cines, health services and finan-
cial resources. Some 186,000 of
the displaced are third country
nationals.

“The scale of human suffer-
ing and forced displacement due
to the war far exceeds any worst-
case scenario planning,” says
IOM Director General Antonio
Vitorino.

“Responding to the needs of
those internally displaced and
stranded within Ukraine is our
top priority. Our teams have
been reaching thousands of peo-
ple with essential aid, but we
need hostilities to cease, in order
to be able to reach people in se-
verely affected areas.”

Humanitarian organizations
are concerned about the risk of
trafficking and sexual exploita-
tion and IOM has scaled up its
trafficking prevention measures,
providing verified and safe in-
formation to refugees and third-
country nationals on the move.

The World Health Organiza-
tion says it has verified six addi-
tional reports of attacks on
healthcare facilities in Ukraine
on March 20, Mr. Dujarric said.

“As of March 20, WHO has
verified 52 attacks on health care
in 25 days. WHO notes that this
is more than 2 attacks per day,
stressing that this, of course, is
unacceptable and that health care
must always be protected,” add-
ed the UN Spokesperson.

NORTH KOREA
TIGHTENS GRIP
ON CITIZENS

ASIA

In North Korea - also known
as the “Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea” (DPRK) - hu-
man rights violations remain

systematic, and the authorities’
grip on the population has
“tightened,” the Human Rights
Council heard on March 21.

The forum’s UN-appointed
independent expert Tomas Quin-
tana, reported that the situation
had worsened as a result of
COVID-19 prevention measures,
exacerbating a suspected human-
itarian crisis.

More than 10 million people
- more than 40 percent of the
country - are also food insecure
and fewer that three in 10 infants
receive a minimum acceptable
diet, said Mr. Quintana.

“Draconian measures have
further strengthened the State’s
control over the population, such
as the policy of shooting individ-
uals who attempt to enter or
leave the country” without per-
mission, said the expert, in refer-
ence to buffer zones set up on
the border with China and Rus-
sia.

Mr. Quintana, whose official
title is Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the
DPRK, told the Geneva forum
that new legislation introduced
in December 2020 in an attempt
to keep the coronavirus at bay,
had allowed for “grossly dispro-
portionate punishments - includ-
ing the death penalty - for ac-
cessing forbidden information,
particularly of foreign content.”

The alert follows concerns
already raised by the Special
Rapporteur about the country’s
“coercive system of governance”
that deprived people of their fun-
damental freedoms.

“This situation has not im-
proved during the time of my
mandate,” he said. “On the con-
trary, control over the population
has further tightened, particular-
ly since the beginning of 2020 in
the context of COVID-19 pre-
vention measures. The pro-
longed border closures and re-
strictions on movement in-
country have decimated the mar-
ket activity that has become es-
sential for the general population
to access basic necessities.”

Although present at the Hu-
man Rights Council, North Ko-
rea’s representative declined to
respond to the allegations.

Listing some of the abuses
faced by the country’s people,
Mr. Quintana highlighted arbi-
trary arrest and detention, torture
and 1ill-treatment, restrictions on
freedom of expression, religion

(Continued on page 15)
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BLACK LIVES, ANIMAL LIVES, ALL LIVES MATTER B AN KRU PTCY

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY

» Stop Bank Levies!

» Stop Wage Garnishments!

» Stop Creditor Harassment

» Stop Foreclosure!!

» Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners
» Restore Driving Privileges

» Prevent Auto Repossessions

> ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.

Now, 23 year old Taneasha
Chappell was arrested, and for 16
hours this young black woman
was in pain. She let the guards

By Michelle Lowe know and one of the guards in the .
facility where she was being held FOR FREE Cg?SULTATION.
EST. 1996 tried to get some help after seeing a
her continuously and hearing her DAVID WITHERSPOON

say the same thing. Out of all that,
one officer did try to get some
medical attention. He called his

Message For You Attorney-at-Law

10 Hill St. (Suite 20Y) » Newark,

Greetings all, and I hope all NJ 07102

has been well. The weather has
been okay, so hopefully you all
have been catching that breeze.
The first thing [ want to say
for all the drivers routing through
Branch Brook Park is, please slow
down. There are ducks, and yes,
they will hold up the traffic, but
please be kind to god’s creatures.
They all stick together. I catch a
lot of folks lately impatiently
blowing their horns trying to
make them go. That is scaring the

supervisor, who sadly said she
would just have to wait until the
morning. Therefore, no EMT
came to get this young woman
once his supervisor said that. The
poor woman was just left in pain.
At just 23 years old and due to
stupidity and ignorance, she lost
her life, and these are the people
who are to serve and protect us.
No, all they do is kill us into they
own control, because this woman
was black of color. Dark and

LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL MAY
REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

973-342-6653
973-489-9005

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code

ESSEX COUNTY WEEKLY COVID-19 CASE TALLY

ducks, along with pressing your brown' people, we seem t‘? be left Municipality 3-16-2022 Deaths 3-23-2022 Deaths
gas hard and all, SMH. for bait or overlooked. This world Belleville 10602 147 10639 147
e~ has been at war for years dark and Bloomfield 11575 157 11566 157
brown; is it really a crime to be
Cedar Grove 3588 132 3596 132
East Orange 16843 373 16861 374
Essex Fells 458 2 459 2
This is how they make us Fairﬁe':ld 1875 35 1886 35
feel. Looking closely at the pic- Glen Ridge 1096 18 1099 18
ture, it’s covered up with black Irvington 11588 280 11596 281
ig;sairgsa 1;1;3; éhsosiyt?g;l% n(vivgg;rn Livingston 5698 100 5723 100
Just the other day, I was in ly shows this is serious. This jail Maplewood 4481 46 4527 46
Belleville and there were deer has been reported —numerous Millburn 2976 17 2994 17
holding up traffic. But how cold times, with a list long and a high Montclair 6054 84 6077 84
can we be; the next thing you ?:21;1}011 gilske;n.‘/iiut&(r’:def what Newark 77316 1233 77426 1235
know, two cars impatiently started oo se S | North Caldwell 1176 10 1195 10
ramming again and again the in- t's sad to say that not only
nocent deer. Lord, did I lose my they were watching her in the cell Nutley 6236 81 6254 82
mind. ’ on camera but the.re also is the Orange 7994 167 8003 168
See once again, I tell you all {;Cgrﬁggnofhgfrvgggaenvselzucggé Roseland 1275 21 1279 21
we are on their land, building " .
properties where their natural hab- ~ quickly received what she needed South Orange 2922 = 21 22
it is. How can we try to force 1if you ask me, but it seems like Verona 2994 22 3008 22
something out that was there first? ~ they would rather see suffering West Caldwell 2452 60 2455 60
Along a Paterson road, deer are ?Sgﬁcgoitshlcr;gu:clis?of?l;livbeiy dgg;- West Orange 12311 263 12358 263
laying in the street, just sad and aled I )

such environments. This isn’t
right. So please everyone just
slow down. Thank you.

Until next
peace and love.

time everyone,

ADVERTORIAL

OTHER COVID-19 TALLIES (As of March 23, 2022)
NJ: 1,891,517 cases / 30,204 deaths (Plus 2,988 probable)
United States (approx.): 79.823 Million / 974,200 deaths
Worldwide (approx.): 474.898 Million / 6.102 Million deaths
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You have no family history
of colon cancer.

You still need a colon
cancer screening.

Along with eating healthy and regular exercise, your best bet for good colon health is to get regular screenings.
W Should your screening indicate the need for treatment, we offer the latest options, from complex
ed surgical procedures and radiation therapy to clinical trials and precision medicine. Remember,
sl the recommmended age to start screenings is now 45. It’s never too early to prevent colorectal cancer.
Schedule your appointment at rwjbh.org/colonscreening

RUTGERS

Cancer Institute
of New Jersey
RUTGERS HEALTH

Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center

RWJBarnabas

HEALTH

Let’s beat cancer together.
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MOVEMENT IS MEDICINE!

EXERCISE
YOUR BODY

Stay Healthy with
Planet Fltness'

'HE FIRST FITNESS BRAND TO
CHIEVE THE WELL HEALTH-
AFETY RATING FOR FACILITY
OPERATIONS AND
MANAGEMENT BY THE
INTERNATIONAL WELL
BUILDING INSTITUTE.
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven quilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - A walk-through
viewing for the doubly retired
Newark Police officer and West
Side High School Principal Fer-
nard M. Williams, Sr. was set
here at Whigham Funeral Home
March 23.

Williams, 76, whose devo-
tion to community service took
three forms, had died March 15
in Piscataway. The former Or-
ange and East Orange resident's
cause of death was
"complications from an unspeci-
fied illness."

Born May 1, 1945, Williams
was a WSHS Class of 1963
graduate who returned to his al-
ma mater as a substance abuse
awareness counselor. He was a
Weequahic High School vice
principal when Newark Public
Schools State District Superin-
tendent Beverly Hall appointed
him WSHS Principal in 1997.

Williams, before his late
2000s retirement, renovated the
1925 building, improved attend-
ance and test scores and re-
vamped the school's curriculum.

Williams, who enlisted into
the U.S. Marines during the Vi-
etnam era, returned to Newark to
join the police department. His
patrolman beat included Hill
Manor and would first retire as
sergeant.

Wives Shirley A. and Cheryl
Williams, brother Samuel Gor-
don Williams, sons DulJuan D.
Williams and Kyle Dargan,
daughters Taryn Williams Walk-
er, Latonya R. Joyner and Ni-
keysha S. Neal, eight grandchil-
dren and two great-
grandchildren Jada N. Williams
are among his survivors

Son Fernard M. "Jay" Wil-
liams, Jr., 54, a retired ECPO
detective, died Sept. 21, 2017.

IRVINGTON - The Essex
County  Prosecutor's  Office
Homicide/Major Crimes Task

Force detectives are investigat-
ing a March 16 quadruple shoot-
ing near the Newark border that
left three men injured and a
fourth dead.

IPD officers, responding to
gunfire reports at 18th and Isa-
bella avenues, found four men
shot in the area of 862 18th Ave
at 10:47 p.m. All four, said Act-
ing Essex County Prosecutor
Theodore "Ted" Stephens II and
Irvington Public Safety Director
Tracy Bowers, were immediately
taken to Newark's University
Hospital.

ECPO’s homicide unit was
called in when one of the quartet
- Fuquan Davis, 44, of Irvington
- had died. Davis' funeral ar-
rangements have not been publi-
cized as of press time.

The other three victims had
suffered non-life-threatening in-
juries and are expected to recov-
er.

The 18th Avenue fatal shoot-
ing was one of three unrelated
ones here, in East Orange and
Orange that day. (See related
stories below.)

EAST ORANGE - County and
city law enforcers are searching
for the person or persons who
fatally shot a man on a
Doddtown street here after Mid-
night March 16.

Stephens and East Orange
Police Chief Phyllis Bindi said
that East Orange Police officers
had responded to gunfire reports
from Hilton Street early that
Wednesday. They found "a se-
verely injured male victim of
gunshot wounds" along that
street's 50s block.

The male was rushed to a
local hospital - where he died.
Authorities have not released the
deceased's identity or further de-
tails as of press time.

This shooting appears to be
unrelated to two others - a sec-
ond in Irvington and a third in
Orange - that happened March
16. (See above and below sto-
ries.)

ORANGE - City residents may
still be talking about the fatal
March 16 shooting here at a ma-
jor South Ward intersection
while law enforcers search for
the victim's killers.

Stephens and Orange Public

Safety Director Todd Warren
said that Orange Police officers
had responded to gunshot reports
from Tremont Avenue and Scot-
land Road at 5:18 p.m. that
Wednesday.

OPD officers found a man in
the area "suffering multiple bul-
let wounds," including one to his
head. The man - later identified
as Anton Douglas, 24, of Orange
- was rushed to University Hos-
pital but died at 5:35 p.m.

The area was promptly taped
off and ECPO homicide detec-
tives called in. Buses on
NJTransit's No. 92 and CoachU-
SA's No. 24routes were de-
toured. The scene was visible to
riders on NJTransit's Morris &
Essex Line trains.

Witnesses said that "masked
shooters" had fled west on Trem-
ont. One neighbor, at March
19"s "Save the Orange Public
Library" rally, said the suspects
and OPD officers had run
through several backyards.

Douglas' funeral arrange-
ments were not announced as of
press time. His shooting, plus
Fuquan Davis' shooting in Ir-
vington and a fatal shooting in
East Orange are unrelated except
that all happened on March 16.
(See above related stories.)

WEST ORANGE - Outgoing
West Orange Public Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Scott Cascone
has passed on his office keys to
interim superintendent Dr. C.
Lauren Schoen on March 1.

The WOPS Board of Educa-
tion has hired the 30-year educa-
tion administrator while it looks
for a more permanent successor.
It is not clear whether Dr.
Schoen will be considered as a
candidate.

Dr. Schoen was most recent-
ly superintendent for the Mah-
wah School District. She had
been superintendent or interim
super at the Ramapo-Indian Hills
Regional High School District,
and the Rochelle Park and Fort
Lee districts. She has been a past
president of the Bergen County
Association of School Adminis-
trators.

Schoen was awarded the
2015 New Jersey Association of
School Administrators Northern
Regional Superintendent of the
Year. She was hailed in part for
enacting the Effective Schools
Solution program at Mahwah.

Schoen was a West Point

Academy graduate who attained
an education and political sci-
ence degrees from then-William
Paterson College. She earned her
master's degree in administration
and supervision from St. Peter's
University.

SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLE-
WOOD - "If it's not one thing,
it's another," may sum up the
recent state of Morris & Essex
Line riders here March 19.

NJTransit repaired enough
from the downed trees, overhead
power wires and a support truss
taken down during March 8 and
12 storms to resume full regular
service at the start of March 19's
morning rush hour.

"Local Talk" took two Friday
morning post-rush hour trains
between Maplewood and New-
ark Broad Street to survey the
repairs.

The tree that fell March 12
across all three M&E tracks
south or west of South Orange's
Mountain Station had been
cleared and its stump remained
on the railroad right of way and
a backyard border.

NJTransit had removed the
truss that supported the overhead
wires just south or west of Jef-
ferson Avenue and Dunnell
Road along with the tree that had
damaged it during the March 8
storm. The tree stump appears to
be on private property.

"Local Talk" found, howev-
er, that westbound trains were
using the center track between
rush hours between Newark
Board Street and Summit that
Friday. Several work vehicles
were on the regular outbound
track headed to their assign-
ments.

M&E riders, along with
those on the Montclair-Boonton
Line and those using Newark
Penn Station, found themselves
taking cross-honored rides on
PATH Friday from midday to
10:30 p.m. "Amtrak signal is-
sues" near Secaucus prevented
direct New York Penn Station
access until they were rectified.

BLOOMFIELD - Township
police officers are on the lookout
for "three white males in their
twenties," who shoplifted or
tried to shoplift more than
$3,000 worth of merchandise on

March 7.
Responding BPD officers
(Continued on page 13)
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PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION FOR PROGRESS

MILLION PEOPLE’S MARCH
FOR VOTING RIGHTS, EQUALITY,
DEMOCRACY, AND PEACE

OBSERVANCE OF THE 54th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HMIHATIOH OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KIHG, JR.

MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2022

LINCOLN STATUE, 12 Springfield Avenue
(Intersection of Springfield Avenue & West Market Street)
Newark, New Jersey

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 973-801-0001

‘ MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS WILL BE FOLLOWED \
——




LOSOSA(L TUTALR

12

MARCH 24, 2022 - MARCH 30, 2022

From
The
Pastor’s
Heart

OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

When Parents Curse
Their Children

Because of its epoch-making
nature, I know many people
watched or listened to Judge
Ketanji Brown Jackson's confir-
mation hearing before the Senate
Judiciary Committee for her ap-
pointment to the United States
Supreme Court. If confirmed,
Jackson will fill Justice Stephen
Breyer's upcoming vacancy and
become the first Black woman to
serve on the nation's highest
court.

At the end of each day's
hearing, many news analysts
were asked to examine or asked,
“What are the takeaways for the
day?” And the answers were di-
verse and interesting because
they seem to be affected by the
varied political perspectives. I do
not know how you will judge
me, but I too have my takeaways
and will not be repeating them
all here, but there are two that
appealed to me most: (1) The
constant reference of Judge
Jackson to her grandmother and
parents regarding the contribu-
tions that they have made to her
drive for education and the con-
sistency of her faith. (2) The
calmness of the Judge under the

crudeness of certain Senators
who questioned her.

I linger on the second takea-
way, for Judge Jackson met the
rudeness of one senator who
seemed so overwhelmed by his
resentment toward her that he
stormed out of the confirmation
room. Another senator seemed
quite agitated as he posed sever-
al questions about "Critical Race
Theory," and Judge Jackson re-
sponded that such a concept did
not come up in her work. As I
watched how agitated he was, |
wanted to intervene and offer an
answer that had nothing to do
with CRT, although I was not in
the room. I wanted to tell the
senator that children learn what
they see and hear, racism or any-
thing else from their parents.

Here is what Dorothy Law
Nolte says:

If children live with criti-
cism, they learn to condemn.

If children live with hostility,
they learn to fight.

If children live with fear,
they learn to be apprehensive.

If children live with pity, they
learn to feel sorry for them-
selves.

If children live with ridicule,
they learn to feel shy.

If children live with jealousy,
they learn to feel envy.

If children live with shame,
they learn to feel guilty.

If children live with encour-
agement, they learn confidence.

If children live with toler-

ance, they learn patience.

If children live with praise,
they learn appreciation.

If children live with ac-
ceptance, they learn to love.

If children live with approv-
al, they learn to like themselves.

If children live with recogni-
tion, they learn it is good to have
a goal.

If children live with sharing,
they learn generosity.

If children live with honesty,
they learn truthfulness.

If children live with fairness,
they learn justice.

If children live with kindness
and consideration, they learn
respect.

If children live with security,
they learn to have faith in them-
selves and in those about them.

If children live with friendli-
ness, they learn the world is a
nice place in which to live.

One other senator later
joined the others, in the same
strain of dander pretending that
they were profoundly concerned
about Jackson's lenient judgment
against porn offenders. The
Judge finally had the chance to
address what many have said to
be the most contentious allega-
tions levied against her, namely
that the claims that she's soft on
child porn offenders is a myth
that has been debunked again
and again. She stated that
"nothing could be further from
the truth."

I have listed the two takea-
ways, the one that I consider a
profound blessing on Judge
Jackson and all who have grand-
parents and parents like hers.
The second that I consider a
curse on those trying to peddle
falsehoods to score political
points and gain an advantage so
they can use for political adver-
tising. The particular curse I ref-
erence is that on many children
who might have been watching
or listening or who will read the
transcripts of the hearing for his-
torical reports. It gives me pause
as I think of how much children
will learn about the crudeness or
rudeness of the adults in the
room.

When I see the negative ac-
tions of such adults or parents in
general, I reflect on the biblical
phrase used by fathers in the na-
tion of Israel, “The parents have
eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge.”
The fathers (parents) were the
ones who ate the sour grapes, but
the children's teeth were set on
edge. Another way that the Bible
records the saying is that the in-
iquity of the fathers (parents)
would be passed on to the third
and fourth generations (Cf. Exo-
dus 20:5; Numbers 14:18; Deu-
teronomy 5:9).

The above is of interest be-
cause, in the prophetic writings
such as Ezekiel and Jeremiah,
when the parents seemed to have
been using the phrase to make
excuses for their lack of respon-
sibility for the waywardness of
their children, the prophets' chal-

(Continued on page 14)

STUDENTS WALK OUT

(Continued from page 5)

ing and listening to with teach-
ers, parents and students in-
person and during professional
development days and on other
occasions.

Other points in Jackson's
plan included hiring consultant
Promise54 to review Uncommon
Schools' policies and practices,
create a parents advisory group
and review its Kindergarten-12th
Grade curriculum "to ensure it's
culturally responsive and pre-
pares students to be future
changemakers."

LPHS junior and student
council member Aubria King

was among several students who
said that there had been a few in-
school  improvements  since
2020. Those steps include teach-
ers having to read a book on
harsh disciplining of African
American students.

North Star, they however
said, has changed their sending
students home to serve their sus-
pension to "on-site learning,"
which is spending suspension in
aroom all day.

"They do provide us with
good education and we're getting
into these great schools - but it
comes at a cost," said King.
"That cost is our mental health
and the way we're being treated."

Uncommon  Schools and

North Star, from opening its first
school here in 1997, have had a
reputation of rigorous instruc-
tion, including Saturday classes,
longer school days and years and
requiring greater parental in-
volvement.

North Star also has a "No
Excuses" discipline policy. A
2019-20 state report on disci-
pline found 19 percent of North
Stat students being suspended.
The rate was six times higher
than in Newark overall and
across New Jersey that year.

North Star spokeswoman
Barbara Martinez, to King's
mental health point, said that
Friday afternoon that it has hired
a company that provides student

access to counselors.

The charges and criticism
may give those who are casually
familiar with North Star Newark
pause.

Uncommon/North Star en-
rolls K-12 6,200 to 6,823 stu-
dents in its 14 Newark and five
Camden schools for 2021-22.
Many of those students are from
Newark or Camden. UC sup-
plied the higher number; the N.J.
Department of Education uses
the lower figure. (The school
network tends to combine Cam-
den and Newark statistics.)

North Star Newark and Cam-
den's student body makeup in
2019-20 (the latest NJDOE stats)

(Continued on page 15)



LOSOSA(L TUTALR

13

MARCH 24, 2022 - MARCH 30, 2022

NEWARK BETH ISRAEL MEDICAL CENTER
MAKES NEWSWEEK’S WORLD’S BEST
HOSPITAL LISTING FOR 4TH YEAR INAROW

Newark, NJ (March 23, 2022) -
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center,
an RWJBarnabas Health facility, has
been designated one of the World’s
Best Hospitals-USA by Newsweek.
This is the fourth-consecutive recogni-
tion for Newark Beth Israel.

Newark Beth Israel ranked among
the top 250 U.S. hospitals and is one
of only five New Jersey hospitals on
this prestigious list, which also in-
cludes The Mayo Clinic, Cleveland
Clinic, Johns Hopkins and Massachu-
setts General.

“It is truly an honor to receive this
designation for a fourth time. This
designation reflects our steadfast com-
mitment to delivering world class,

high quality, safe care to our patients,
said Darrell K. Terry, Sr., President
and Chief Executive Officer of New-
ark Beth Israel Medical Center and
Children’s Hospital of New Jersey.

“The medical community has been
under an unprecedented level of stress
over the past two years, and the ability
to consistently maintain excellence is
a testament to everyone working in
this area,” said Nancy Cooper, Global
Editor in Chief, Newsweek. “This list
1s meant to identify quality care and
provide a guide for patients and their
families.”

Newsweek created the World’s
Best Hospital listings in partnership
with Statista Inc., a respected data-

8 BestinClass
GERRN 5 Cition Center ]
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SUMMER LEARNING MAKES

BRIGHT KIDS!

CHECK OUT OUR GREAT SUMMER PROGRAMS!
MATH AND ENGLISH ENRICHMENT, CAMPS. PREP!
HTTP-//BIT LY/THEBRAINZONE

CALL OR TEXT: 373-327-3775 WWW BICEDU COM/SOUTH-ORANGE
research firm. Their researchers and experts assessed pub-
lic data, surveyed medical professionals and patients, and
found that Newark Beth Israecl Medical Center sets the
standard for excellent care.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 10)

met with the hardware store's
loss prevention officer that Mon-
day who told of a man who just
took away a flatbed cartload of
goods. The items included
bleach, laundry detergent and
rolls of paper towels.

The suspect in the before
and after pictures that Monday is
of a "Hispanic male around 35-
40-years-old wearing a black
baseball cap, a gray shirt and
gray sweatpants" plus gray
Crocs shoes.

But there was one or two
other "shopliftings in progress"
while officers were taking the
LPO's account.

An employee told them that
two other men had just tried to
leave with $3,065.98 worth of
power tools without paying. The
duo, when stopped by the em-
ployee, dropped the tools and
fled the Watsessing big box
store.

BPD, while taking Home
Depot employees' account of
cartload shoplifting, nab two
others trying to take $3G worth
of goods.

MONTCLAIR - The Montclair
Public Library's interim director,
who weighed in on its discre-
tional funding request to the
Township Council March 15, is

no stranger to the dual branch
system.

Janet Torsney, who was ap-
pointed by the MPL Board of
Trustees Feb. 22, was its assis-
tant director 2017-18. Torsney
upgraded the Bellevue Branch's
services and programs, secured
grants for the Summer of Shake-
speare and the Great American
Read and managed the
Montclair Literary Festival.

Torsney, who was a town-
ship resident to raise her two
daughters 1992-2010, had also
worked with MPL's last director,
Peter Coyl, at the start of his five
years at the helm. Coyl, who
was appointed March 1, 2017,
left to head the Sacramento Pub-
lic Library system Dec. 10.

The 24-year library adminis-
trator and Asbury Park resident
was last interim director of the
Caldwell Public Library and pre-
viously the director at the Brad-
ley Beach, Brielle and Keyport
libraries. The MPL trustees are
meanwhile pursuing a search for
Coyl's ultimate successor.

Torsney, who had asked for
$500,000 above the state-
formulated township minimum
of $2,887,767 March 10, is to
receive an overall $3,367,267 in
Mayor Sean Spillar's March 15
introduced Calendar Year 2022
Municipal Budget.

Spillar, pending Township
Council approval, will be draw-
ing $500,000 from the tempo-
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1576 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, MAPLEWOOD, NJ + localtalk@aol.com ¢ localtalkweekly.com

Tels. (973) 6221111 ¢ (973) 2807547 ¢ E=mail: localtalkprinting@gmail.com

rary 2022 budget's discretionary mum last month.
fund plus $15,000 from the inter-
im budget's special events line
item.

The library trustees, as repre-
sented by President JoAnn
McCullough, had first asked for

$561,581 above the state mini-

GLEN RIDGE - A memorial
service for Phyllis J. Dominic
was held in the Glen Ridge Con-
gregational Church, a place
where she was most familiar,

(Continued on page 14)
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OP-ED By Andrea Dialect

Portfolio Review
What is a soulful person?

A presence that is timeless,
reliably calm and detached from
the daily drama that pulls us in
many directions. A person who
can be in touch with the Self
throughout most days is what we
call a soulful person: a personali-
ty of inherent beauty and sereni-

ty.

What does it mean to have
soul in singing?

Music that originated in Af-
rican American gospel singing is
closely related to rhythm and

blues and is characterized by in-
tensity of feeling and vocal em-
bellishments.

What is a soulful song?

Something that is soulful ex-
presses deep feelings, especially
sadness or love.

The adjective soulful is used
to describe things that express
strong emotion, especially a kind
of sadness or tenderness. You
might enjoy soulful poetry - An-
drea Dialect Googled That!

Powerful vocals and a soul-
ful voice; wow what a combo. In
all honesty, I felt that all the
above pretty much encompasses
the persona of the lovely Gail
Campbell. She has a very earthly
quality about herself and genu-
ine appeal. All in-which reso-
nates boldly in her life and her
music. Here today in this space
we get to take a peek into the
world of Lady Gail!

g =*

SOULFUL SYNERGY...

Gail Campbell: Recording
Artist, Songwriter, and Perform-
er

Debut Album: Bloody Waters

Sophomore Album: due to
drop June 1l1th Entitled: Let My
People Go

Singing is a part of my iden-
tity and DNA. My mother is a
singer, and we have other sing-
ers in our family. So I kind of
grew up around singing. I grew
up in Essex County throughout
my life living in Newark, Irving-
ton, and East Orange. When I
started grade school, there was a
choir and a chorus, and that's
when I started to sing. I think
that's also when I started to iden-
tify with being a singer. When I
became a high schooler, I be-
came a soloist in the school's
choir, which began to fortify my
identity even more. It was
around that time that I started
singing professionally.

The first time I sang in front
of an audience other than at the
school was when I usta hang out
with a bunch of rappers. We
were like a collection of groups.
At the time, I was in a group
with a female rapper named
Pretty Vain, and during that
time, there were a lot of talent
shows at clubs like Club Eighty-
Eight and Flaganza and stuff like
that. Rappers from the area

would come on the nights of
those talent shows. Those shows
were where it began. But I was-
n't singing; [ was rapping. The
first time I sang in front of an
audience was around my twen-
ties.

Unlike most singers, | wasn't
raised in the church; for me,
there was no church choir. My
grandmother was saved and in
the church and I went with her a
few times but that was about it.
But now, I can truly say that
church has had the most pro-
found impact on my life and my
singing. I mean by its building
me up as a person and a singer. |
found Christ in my early thirties.
I found God for myself, and I
began to sing in church. In a
short amount of time I realized
that I was anointed, and God
changed my voice from what it
used to be. That's when I learned
how to worship with my gift...

Remember, due to space this
article can be read in its entirety
on our website: www. localtalk-
weekly.com. You can search Ob-
servation Booth Section on the
search bar, or you can go directly
to the Entertainment section
which is found on the home page
on the far right under Categories.

If you are interested in partic-
ipating in one of the challenges or
projects or if you have any ques-
tions or comments, send them to:
localtalkandrea@gmail.com.

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 13)

March 19.

Dominic, 88, who died in Cary, N.C.
Feb. 25, was GRCC's featured choir soprano
soloist, Sunday worship collection account-
ant and materials provider for Advent candle
table wreaths and the wreath workshops. She
and her late husband Joseph A. Dominic, Jr.
ran the concession kitchen during the annual
rummage sales.

The Dominics were longtime church
members while they raised son Jeff and
daughters Jody Giodano and Caroline Schol-

te-Dominic in West Orange. Phyllis was the
West Orange Public Schools' executive sec-
retary and a Washington Street Elementary
School PTA member. The Mountain High
School/New West Orange High School Mu-
sic Booster designed the inaugural marching
band and color guard's uniforms.

The former Phyllis Jeffreys was born
Dec. 27, 1933 in Washington, Pa. before the
family moved to Montclair. The Montclair
High School Class of 1952 graduate married
Joseph and briefly moved to Cedar Grove
before settling in West Orange.

Phyllis and Joseph retired to the Poconos

in 1995. Joseph predeceased her. Brother
Tom Jeffreys, sister Jeanne Dominic, 10
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren are
also among her survivors.

Memorial donations may be made to
GRCC, 195 Ridgewood Ave., 07028.

BELLEVILLE - Attorney Gregory J. Skiff
could have announced, "I interrupt this
Township Council meeting to serve papers,"
during his part of the March 8 public hearing

of citizens.
Skiff, of his same-name Whippany law
(Continued on page 15)

FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART

(Continued from page 12)

lenge to them was that a time would come
when people will no longer say, ‘The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge.’ (Jeremiah 31:29 NIV).

In following the prophets, I acknowledge
that if our children break away from their
parents' cursed patterns, their lives will turn
out to be a blessing. The fact of intergenera-
tional sin, guilt, and punishment is not a fiat

accompli. However, that does not deny that
what we do as adults and parents greatly in-
fluence our children. As most educators will
share, "Education is caught, not taught."

It’s hard to find fault with the truism that
children usually do suffer from their parent’s
mistakes. Ancient Israel embedded its own
communal experience of intergenerational
guilt and punishment in its understanding of
God’s justice, which “visits the iniquity of
the parents upon the children and the chil-
dren’s children, to the third and the fourth
generation” (Exodus 34:7).

And while, in many cases, we might not
seek to attribute children’s behavior and suf-
fering to their parents, we cannot deny the
impact of our negative behavior on subse-
quent generations. If you doubt my analysis,
please visit a psychologist’s or psychothera-
pist’s room and speak with them. They will
tell you that “As the root, so grows the tree.”

Let's endeavor to think more carefully
about what we pass on to our children. A
blessing or a curse?
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WORLD NEWS FLASH (Continued from page 6)

and thought, access to information, freedom
of movement and forced labor.

Camps for political prisoners - known as
kwanliso - “represent the worst excesses” of
the DPRK’s control of the population, who
fear arbitrary detention and mistreatment in
far-flung locations, the rights expert contin-
ued.

Noting that in 2021 President Kim Jong
UN had acknowledged that the country faced
some of its worst-ever difficulties, Mr. Quin-
tana explained that there had been no reform
of the public distribution system to provide
adequate and nutritious food for the most
vulnerable populations.

LIBYAN COAST PROVES
DEADLY FOR MIGRANTS

AFRICA

Over the past two weeks, at least 70 mi-
grants have gone missing at sea and are pre-
sumed dead off the coast of Libya, the UN
migration agency said on March 17.

“I am appalled by the continuing loss of
life in the Central Mediterranean and the lack
of action to tackle this ongoing tragedy,”
said Federico Soda, Libya Chief of Mission
for the International Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM).

On March 12, a boat reportedly carrying
25 migrants capsized near the Libyan coast
of Tobruk and while authorities rescued six
people and recovered seven bodies, 12 others
remain missing.

The latest incident brings the total num-
ber of migrants reported dead or missing in
the Central Mediterranean up to 215 this
year, according to IOM’s Missing Migrants
Project.

Libya has long been a springboard for
people fleeing from countries ravaged by

war and poverty with the hope of reaching
Europe for a better life.

IOM continues to call for concrete action
to reduce the deaths in the central Mediterra-
nean route through proactive, dedicated
search and rescue missions along with a safe
disembarkation mechanism, in accordance
with international law.

“More than half of this year’s deaths
have been recorded near the Libyan coast,”
said the IOM official.

The most recent shipwreck follows dev-
astating reports of Feb. 27 incident in which
a fiberglass boat left Sabratah port and was
capsized by waves just four hours later.

While 15 bodies, including one baby,
were washed ashore over the following days,
no survivors were found, and some 35 mi-
grants are still missing.

“Each missing migrant report represents
a grieving family searching for answers
about their loved ones,” Mr. Soda reminded.

STUDENTS WALK OUT

(Continued from page 12)

have 83 percent African or African Ameri-
can. and 15 percent Hispanic or Latin Ameri-
can. Of the students, 86 percent are economi-
cally disadvantaged, based on reduced or
free breakfast and/or lunch applications.
Martinez, on March 18, said that 47 per-
cent of its staff identify themselves as Afti-
can or African American and 67 percent as

"non-white."

"We believe in and tell our students that
their vice matters and we respect their peace-
ful protest today," added Martinez. “We look
forward to listening and working/ discussing
in the coming days to address student con-
cerns.”

Many of the protesting students, howev-
er, found themselves locked out on their post
-10:30 a.m. return. The purpose-built Lin-
coln Park Campus building, which also

houses the same-name elementary and mid-
dle schools- went into lock down after 9:15
a.m.

That lockdown meant that no one could
enter or leave the building until their sched-
uled dismissal times. North Star's 2020-21
Student and Family Handbook states that
students who are not in "structured and su-
pervised activities" are to vacate the building
within 15 minutes after their scheduled dis-
missal time.

We're Hiring!

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 14)

firm, told Mayor Michael Melham. the
council, the gallery audience and cable
television viewers that he was there on
behalf of township business owner Keith
McKeon.

Skiff, on McKeon's behalf, then read
his client's cease and desist order against
Michael Sheldon into the public record.
He then handed the legal papers to Shel-
don in the gallery.

Sheldon, a former Belleville Public
Schools school board trustee, is one of
several volunteer watchdogs who question
the township government while videotap-
ing or otherwise recording council meet-
ings.

Skiff told one of the other watchdogs
that his client had objected to his charac-
terization made by Sheldon on his Face-
book post. Sheldon has since removed that
post.

The attorney added that he so served
the papers on Sheldon since he regularly
attends council meetings and "to ensure
(Sheldon) understood the seriousness of
the order."

Cease and desist/restraining orders,
subpoenas, warrants and similar docu-
ments are normally delivered either by
registered mail or personally by legal cou-
riers.

NUTLEY - There are six reasons why a
Superior Court-Newark judge released a
township man from jail March 18 on the
condition that he stay away from Nutley
High School and minors.

Substitute teacher Richard Dunn, 58,
had been in Newark's Essex County Cor-
rectional Center four days after Nutley po-
lice officers had arrested him without inci-
dent along Prospect Street March 15. The
judge had conditionally released Dunn
during his Friday pretrial hearing; he has
had no prior arrests.

Nutley police, after a four-day investi-
gation, charged Dunn with four counts of
second-degree endangering the welfare of
a minor and two counts of lewdness.

Four female NHS students told the
Main Office March 10 that Dunn had ex-
posed himself and masturbated behind a
desk during that day's digital music class.
Their statements became part of an NPD
complaint and an affidavit.

The second lewdness count stemmed
from Dunn allegedly doing the same thing
while in NHS Feb. 1. Details of that inci-
dent, except that a student had recorded
him "performing," are currently unavaila-
ble.

Nutley detectives' investigation was
done in cooperation with Nutley Public
Schools and ECPO. A school spokesman
said that counseling is available.

Property Management Company with 300 units
in the Newark / East Orange area is looking for
qualified people with the following experience:

Knowledgeable in the trades
(plumbing, carpentry, electrical)
Apartment / building repair experience
Must have valid driver's license
Full time position

If interested, please call us at 908 289-5392.
Thank you

NP

NATIONWIDE PEST MANAGEMENT LLC

P.O. Box 4062

East Orange, NJ 07019 TERENCE WILSON
(973) 672-8358 e Fax: (973) 672-2560 SERVICE CONSULTANT
www.nationwidepestmanagement.com nationwidepest@aol.com
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HVYO VISIT US at Our State of the Art Facilit
C East Orange - 60 Evergreen Place ¢ Suite 400

SSREREE=S" Now OFFERING
CARDIOLOGY 6 Weeks
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD Before Treatm 'E'I'I After Tr eat"nent

Catalino DelaCruz, MD

Abbas Shehadeh, MD

Isaac Tawfik, MD

Guetty Gabaud-Dumesle, APN
Marlyn Escalona, APN

Nina Orleans, APN

PULMONARY/SLEEP

H Val'lcose i _
\ M T '"_": ===
Treatment - w._h h ——
DISORDERS =

SRS VISIT US at Our Newest State of the Art Facilit
PODIATRY

Kordai DeCoteau, DPM West Orange - 92 Old Northfield Avenue

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD

GYNECOLOGY
Clifford Toliver, MD

NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD

" Contact us: 973-395-1550

Aleksander Lekan, MD

nd Vira, D Orangeheartcenter.net
Hemlata Bhatia, MD
Narinda Kaur, MD VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Normita Narvaez, MD
Nivia Rowe, APN

Roody Dalbe, APN South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200
Sanjaykumar Shah, APN Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Ave. Tel. 973-378-2266
Mary Elias, APN Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248
Janiece Howell, APN Newark: 202 St tA Tel. 973-374-8807
Jamila Jones, DNP ewark: uyvesant Ave. el.

Nmandu Utuk, APN West Orange: 77 Main Street (Sleep Center)  Tel. 973-324-2090
Beena Mathew, DNP West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-736-5552

Roody Dalberis, APN West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552



