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COVID-19 VACCINATION AT RUTGERS

By Lev D. Zilbermints

When it comes to vac-
cination against the corona-
virus, Rutgers University stu-
dents seem to have different
opinions. One group has sub-
mitted a petition with 750+
signatures to Rutgers Univer-
sity President Jonathan Hol-
loway, demanding a COVID-
19 requirement for faculty
and staff, according to the
Daily Targum. Meanwhile, a
non-profit organization and
18 Rutgers students filed a
lawsuit on August 23 against
the university, seeking to
fight its COVID-19 mandate,
according to NJ Advance
media.

The opposing viewpoints
on the coronavirus vaccina-
tion reflect the divide in
American society. Democrat-
run states such as New York,

(GULHERTHC,,
h-

New Jersey, California have
higher vaccination rates than
Republican-run states. Flori-
da and Texas are two Repub-
lican-run states where both
the leadership and the people
do not observe wearing
masks, social distancing and
other preventive measures
against COVID-19.

Petition in favor
of vaccination

As reported in the August

21, 2021 issue of the Daily
the petition was i

Targum,
sponsored by the Rutgers

Free University, an organiza-

Department

(Continued on page 13)
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An already dangerous situation
: overseas has now reached critical

: mass, as innocent lives - including
Community for a COVID- :

: those of America’s armed forces -
: have been taken.

tion formed this past July by :
of Chemistry :
and Chemical Biology pro- i
fessors Alan Goldman and :
: and a hotel, along with deadly gun-
: fire. However, on Aug. 27, offi-

On Aug. 26, ISIS-K took re-
sponsibility for what was believed
to be two suicide bombings at both
a checkpoint to enter the airport

Hundreds of evacuees
make their way towards
a U.S. military plane

Offering Same Day
Appointments for To

cials at the Pentagon announced
that there was only one bombing,
and not two as previously suspect-
ed. Despite this, at least 180 Af-
ghans and 13 U.S. servicemem-
bers, which was comprised of Ma-
rines, Army and Navy personnel,
were killed. At least 18 more mili-

tary officers were injured.
“Jill and I - our hearts ache,
(Continued on page 11)
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Hello Readers,

Hurricane Ida, one of the
strongest hurricanes to ever hit
the US mainland. Eight electrical
towers collapsed due to strong
winds up to 150 miles per hour,
and that left all of New Orleans
without power. Usually, it takes
up between 1 to 1.5 hours to fix
one pole. This time, it is towers,
so the utility companies do not
know how long it will take. Most
of New Orleans could be without
power for a week to a month. On
Aug. 31, the temperature was
105 degrees Fahrenheit, and no
power means no air conditioning.
About eight shelters were open
for people to cool down, but it
helped only a fraction of the pop-
ulation.

By now, most of you have
gotten the news that seven fully
vaccinated persons have died due
to COVID-19. This news is a

little old, as it happened on or
about August 16, 2021. Howev-
er, I did not receive any investi-
gative news after that. It is very
important that the cause of death
for those seven persons, who lost
their lives after vaccination, is
thoroughly investigated. Howev-
er, our administration is too busy
trying to force everyone to get a
vaccination.

On August 30, about 75 doc-
tors from hospitals in South
Florida took part in a symbolic
walk out. There is a surge in un-
vaccinated patients at hospitals
across Florida. Only the state of
Florida had over 150,000 new
Covid-19 patients in the past
week. The US has over 156,000
cases and over 1,200 deaths in a
day. Florida, California, Texas
and Georgia are leading the na-
tion in new Covid-19 cases. |
haven’t heard anyone getting the
real record on the vaccines and
their effects on human bodies. 1
don’t say that vaccination is
wrong, but we must collect the
statistics for our future as well as
the next generation. Due to poli-
tics and business, it is going only
one way. We all should have
two goals in mind; one, get vac-
cinated, and two, look at the im-

pact of vaccination on our body
and mind.

Politicians won over politi-
cians! This is a story about the
City of Orange Township. A
question was placed on the refer-
endum. As usual, any question
on a referendum passes. And it
did. The mayor and his team
have supported cannabis busi-
nesses in Orange. The coun-
cilpersons are the voice for their
constituents. The majority of the
councilpersons voted to ban can-
nabis businesses in Orange.
Mayor Dwayne Warren vetoed
the resolution rejected by the
majority of the council. There
was a timeline to stop the canna-
bis businesses. So, the council
called an emergency meeting
outside of the building they were
locked out of and overrode the
veto of the mayor - a veto of a
veto. Now, Orange cannot have
cannabis businesses in its city
limits. Naturally, there will be a
court case. The mayor is trying
to fight with the language the
council used to ban the cannabis
business in Orange. Orange has
joined many other cities to ban
cannabis businesses.

President Biden said on Aug.
31 that he is fully responsible for

the decision he made to with-
draw American troops from Af-
ghanistan. However, he blamed
Trump for the mess. Trump has
been gone almost eight months
and the decision to withdraw is
solely by Biden. Afghanistan
was in control of the Afghan
government with the support of
the US troops. As soon as the
troops started leaving, the Tali-
ban took control of the country
within 11 days. Over 300,000
Afghan military officers did not
do anything and handed over
control of Afghanistan. The Af-
ghani President fled so fast he
left millions of dollars of assets
behind, much of it on the run-
way. It shows the weakness of
the Afghan military, or maybe a
lot of those trained soldiers were
secretly Taliban the whole time,
and made us look like fools. If
that is true, then the US was
training the Taliban to fight
against the US. Meanwhile, bil-
lions of dollars in equipment
was left behind, and some smart
Taliban soldiers might figure out
how to make use of it - or sell it.

Have a wonderful week.

Dll talk to you next week.
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The Doctor Is In

Dr. Adil Manzoor OP/ED

COVID Variants of Interest:
Where Do We Stand?

I was thinking of a time in the
not-so-distant past where all I
wrote was about the state of our
healthcare system and current
health issues in the country. Look
at me now - virtually everything I
write is about the coronavirus.
Virtually everything for about a
year now. While that’s sad,
what’s sadder is there’s no even

end to all of these in sight.

In the first quarter of 2020,
the goal was to see out the virus.
It’s hilarious to think of now, but
there was actually a period last
year where many thought we
could just sit and wait for the vi-
rus to self-destruct.

We moved past that stage real
fast, though. I wonder why -
maybe the number of bodies pil-
ing in hospitals, who knows?
Then we moved to the stage of
hoping for the vaccine and herd
immunity.

The vaccine came through;
herd immunity, not so much.
Yes, I know what I said. Scien-
tists have reason to doubt herd
immunity eventually happening,
many thanks to the number of
emerging variants that are man-
aging to make a damn mockery
of our vaccines.

Mockery may seem a bit
harsh, considering how effective
the vaccines still are, but if you
spend a year and billions of dol-
lars making a vaccine and it takes
the virus just a month or two to
figure it out, then mockery is the
word to use.

One of the characteristics of
living things is the ability to

Non-healing Foot Wounds?
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Kawin Horman, MD

Now practicing at our newly located outpatient center:
347 Mount Pleasant Avenue, Suite 100, West Orange, NJ 07052

adapt to changes over time and
evolve to what will give them
the best chances of survival. We
did the same a long time ago,
and the coronavirus is doing the
same now.

Compared to the parent
strain, these variants are either
more transmissible, deadlier, or
even both. The vaccines offered
protection against earlier strains,
but later ones are beginning to
‘learn from the mistakes’ of
their earlier relatives. Now,
booster doses are looking like
they’re going to be requisite be-
fore long.

When the variants first be-
came a problem, the WHO
grouped them into Variants of
Concern and Variants of Inter-
est.

A variant of concern trans-
lates to a rise in transmissibility,
an increase in fatality and a sig-
nificant decrease in effective-
ness of vaccines, therapy and
other health measures. Mean-
while, a variant of interest is one
with a genetic capability that
affects characteristics of the vi-
rus such as disease severity, im-
mune escape, transmissibility
and diagnostic escape.

A variant of interest may
become a variant of concern up-
on extensive analysis and it
meeting the set criteria. Let me
oversimplify this - variants if
interest are all variants that are
of interest to scientists, while
variants of concern are variants
to actually be very worried
about.

As 1 speak, the WHO lists
the Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and
Delta strains as the variants of
concern. The Eta, Iota, Kappa,
and Lambda variants are the
variants of interest. Things
change fast, though, and these
VOIs could become VOCs in no
time.

The variants of concern, in

particular, have developed ways
of evading the protective efforts
of the vaccine. And with our
luck, I won’t be surprised if the
variants of interest follow suit.

This again just emphasizes
why we cannot afford to relax in
our fight against COVID-19.
The virus isn’t resting, and nei-
ther should we.

Don’t get it twisted too - the
vaccines are still our best weap-
ons in this fight, so please take
them.

And don’t neglect COVID
safety measures just yet too.

This article was written by
Dr. Adil Manzoor DO, a Board
Certified Internist & Board Eli-
gible Pediatrician, who works
as a Hospitalist, and Emergency
Room Physician. He is also the
current President of Garden
State Street Medicine, a non-
profit organization whose sole
purpose is to provide free pre-
ventive and acute urgent care
services for the homeless. He is
also the co-founder of his own
unique medical practice Mobile
Medicine NJ.
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2021-2022 BACK TO SCHOOL PREVIEW

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Everyone who will
be going back to the 58 school
districts within "Local Talk" ter-
ritory on or before Sept. 7 for the
2021-22 school year are to take
face masks and hand sanitizer
along with their books, pencils
and calculators.

Students and/or their parents
may also want to have proof of
full vaccination or the latest
COVID-19 test results with them
- just in case they are asked.

Some students, teachers,
staff, administrators and visitors
to the "Local Talk" 12 public, 20
charter and 26 religious or pri-
vate districts - on one hand -
have been using the masks and
sanitizers since the spring. That
use began when some of the said
districts began remote/in-person
hybrid learning.

This new school year, how-
ever, is starting out with every-
one taking full-time in-person
instruction. This is the stance
Gov. Phil Murphy and Education
Commissioner Dr. Angelica Al-
len-McMillan have decided upon

Aug. 6.

Murphy and Allen-
McMillan, also on Aug. 6, de-
creed that everyone on school
property are to wear masks full-
time. That mandate includes rid-
ing on school buses. (Mask-
wearing on public transportation
is covered at the federal level.)

Murphy (D-Rumson), on
Aug. 23, issued his Executive
Order No. 253, requiring all Pre-
school-12th Grade personnel to
be fully vaccinated on or by Oct.
18 or be subjected to weekly
COVID-19 tests. EO 253 is to
cover full and part-time teachers,
administrators and staff includ-
ing substitute teachers, custodi-
ans and cafeteria workers.

Students  12-years-old-and
older are currently being urged
to get vaccinated. Orange, South
Orange-Maplewood and some
other districts, on their websites,
offer vaccinations and/or links to
inoculation stations.

It is not known whether the
Essex  County  Vocational-
Technical High School system
and the other 11 public school
districts will follow Hoboken's

weekly testing of students who
are eligible for vaccination but
have not done so. The Hudson
County public district became
the first in the state to go beyond
the state requirement Aug. 25.

Students 11 or younger re-
main unvaccinated as of press
time. One source had said Aug.
30 that such vaccines may get
FDA and Centers for Disease
Control emergency approval by
the end of 2021.

And all of the above is just to
get to the schoolhouse door.

There are social distancing
and positive case or infection
contingencies that school admin-
istrators, boards of education,
teacher unions and related per-
sonnel have deliberated and
mapped out over the summer.
Those "Safe Return to School"
policies and protocols have been
posted on many districts' web-
sites since Aug. 15 and first
passed state muster June 24; sev-
eral have also held "Town Hall"
meetings to outline those proce-
dures and field questions.

The work to subdue and keep
COVID infection at bay is above

of the normal level of new
school year preparations: hiring
and/or promoting teachers and
principals, changing curricu-
lums, adding new programs,
grade levels and/or schools and
school construction.

Those who have taken public
summer school or are among the
charter networks which started
the 2021-22 school year as early
as Aug. 2 may well have experi-
enced the changes.

The foregoing and the fol-
lowing are an overview. "Local
Talk" suggests logging onto your
school's website for the latest
COVID-related policies and to
call the school for details.

Also keep in mind that the
information is dependent on any
rise or fall of COVID's Delta and
other variants' infection rates -
making it all subject to change.

Regarding social distancing,
some districts may have your
temperature read upon entry.
Newark Public Schools will also
have all incomers to wipe their
closed shoes on sanitation pads.

Once inside, people are to

(Continued on page 14)
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HURRICANE IDA
CRUSHES GULF

UNITED STATES

Sixteen years to the day of
one of the biggest natural disas-
ters in U.S. history, another
powerful tropical cyclone tore
through the Gulf region.

Hurricane Ida tore through
the Gulf as it reached the coasts
of Louisiana and Mississippi,
packing Category 4 150 mph
sustained winds, just short of
Category 5 strength. The punish-
ing winds, gusts, pouring rain,
flooding and storm surge deci-
mated the two states, with Ida
keeping hurricane strength up to
eight hours after making land-
fall. Homes and other buildings
were destroyed, trees uprooted,
cars and anything not bolted
down overturned, levees over-
whelmed, and power lines oblit-
erated. Most - if not, all - of
Louisiana is without power.
Meanwhile, nearly all of these
conditions exist in Mississippi as
well, with over 113,000 without
power. The fatality count is ex-
pected to rise to a heartbreaking
level.

“Thanks to the (FEMA) Ad-
ministrator’s leadership and the
hard work of the FEMA team -
all of whom are gathered behind
me - many of whom are gathered
behind me - we’ve already pre-
positioned resources that we
know are going to be needed,
and equipment, and response
teams in the region,” said Presi-
dent Biden at an Aug. 30 press
conference.

“This includes 2.5 million
meals and 3 million liters of wa-
ter. We’ve got generators in
place, and we’re in close touch
with the power providers to get
and restore power as soon as
possible because a lot of it - a lot
of it’s going to go out. And we
should be prepared that it can
take a long time, no matter how
much we’ve pre-positioned -
which we have - that it’s going
to take a long time for a lot of it
to get back up. It could take a
matter of weeks for some places.

“We’ve got 13 Urban Search

and Rescue Teams - for those of
you who aren’t familiar with
that, they’re - these teams make
up about 70 people and experts -
each of these teams - and they
can do real, serious recovery
work.

“More than 100 ambulances
and emergency medical teams
have been activated. And we’re
working with the Red Cross and
local partners to open dozens
and dozens of shelters with cots
and blankets and meals to sup-
port those we need to evacuate.
That will happen mostly in the
northern part of the state and
maybe in parts of Mississippi.

“And I’ve already signed an
emergency declaration for both
Louisiana as well as Mississippi.
And I want to make sure that
we’re ready to surge all the re-
sponse capacity capability that
we have to deal with whatever
comes next. And a lot’s going to
be coming.

“I’ve been in touch with the
governors of Alabama, Missis-
sippi, and Louisiana. And my
team at the White House has
been in touch with other state,
local, and federal officials in the
region. And they know - they
know there will be the full re-
sources and support of the feder-
al government.”

The power and timing of Ida
echoed the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Ida made landfall
in Louisiana on Aug. 29, the
same day that Katrina hit in
2005. Katrina caused over $125
billion in damages and claimed
more than 1,800 lives.

Ida then powered on through
to the Eastern Seaboard, packing
high winds and dumping several
inches of rain on an area that
saw higher than normal rainfall
in August.

AID TO AFGHANISTAN
CONTINUES

MIDDLE EAST

The flights evacuating civil-
ians from Afghanistan may have
come to an end, but a deepening
humanitarian crisis remains, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres declared as several senior
UN officials restated their com-
mitment to stay and deliver ur-
gently needed supplies to the
millions in the country who need
humanitarian aid to survive.

In a statement released on

Aug. 31, Mr. Guterres expressed
his deep concern at the deepen-
ing humanitarian and economic
crisis in the country and the
threat of a total collapse in basic
services. “Now more than ever”,
said Mr. Guterres, “Afghan chil-
dren, women and men need the
support and solidarity of the in-
ternational community.”

Afghanistan is coping with a
severe drought, and its citizens
will have to face harsh winter
conditions, underlining the need
for supplies to be urgently sent
to the country, said Mr. Gu-
terres.

Given this precarious out-
look, the UN chief called on all
parties to facilitate safe and un-
impeded humanitarian access for
life-saving and life-sustaining
supplies, supplies, as well as for
all humanitarian workers, point-
edly noting that this meant both
men and women working in the
field.

Spokesperson Jens Laerke
from the UN humanitarian af-
fairs office (OCHA) said that
operations were continuing, and
that the UN had already helped
eight million people this year
alone.

But he warned that the $1.3
billion funding requirement had
not been met and that there was
a lack of supplies in the now
Taliban-controlled nation.

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) also warned that
despite Monday’s air delivery of
12.5 metric tons of medical sup-
plies that will cover the basic
health needs of more than
200,000 people, it was still “not
enough.”

WHO  spokesperson  Dr.
Margaret Harris said that alt-
hough the UN health agency was
planning two more supply flights
this week, it wanted “continual
flights” to restore basic services.

She warned that before the
Taliban takeover, some 12.2 mil-
lion people were already project-
ed to experience food insecurity
and malnutrition; getting sup-
plies into Afghanistan was
“absolutely critical,” she said.

The head of UN Women,
Pramila Patten, called on the
Taliban to include women in
whatever form of government it
eventually decides upon, in a
statement.

Ms. Patten referred to a com-
mitment, made by a spokesper-
son of Afghanistan’s de facto
rulers, to uphold women’s rights

“within the framework of Is-
lam,” and said that including
women in government would be
the “ultimate litmus test for the
Taliban.”

The 2004 Afghan constitu-
tion, said Ms. Patten, called for
women’s participation in the po-
litical life of the country, and in
2015 the country adopted a Na-
tional Action Plan on Women,
Peace and Security based on a
UN resolution. Ms. Patten insist-
ed that these commitments are
binding and must be acted upon
immediately.

“Afghan women’s rights ac-
tivists have fought for their
rights and have made considera-
ble progress,” continued Ms.
Patten. “These hard-won gains
cannot be reversed or rolled
back.”

NORTH KOREA
ACTING UP AGAIN

ASIA

The International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) says it is
“deeply troubled” by indications
that North Korea, aka the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea (DPRK), appears to have re-
started its Yongbyon nuclear re-
actor.

The 5-megawatt reactor is
widely believed to have pro-
duced plutonium for nuclear
weapons and is at the heart of
North Korea's nuclear program,
the agency said.

Responding to journalists’
questions, the UN Spokesperson
Stéphane Dujarric, said on Aug.
30 that the Secretary-General
was aware of the reports “and
concerned by the latest develop-
ments.”

“He calls for the DPRK to
refrain from any nuclear weapon
-related activities and to resume
talks with the other parties con-
cerned.

“Diplomatic engagement re-
mains the only pathway to sus-
tainable peace and complete and
verifiable denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula.”

In its annual report, issued
before a meeting of its Member
States, the UN-convened atomic
energy watchdog said the reactor
has been discharging cooling
water since July, suggesting it is
operational.

The report said the duration
of that apparent work - from mid

(Continued on page 15)
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BAN KRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY

However, with a library card, if
the library has paid for that re-
source, you could end up getting
access to it for free!

Some libraries also may

Moses Ayiku, Jr. MBA OP/ED

Starting A Business: Part 8

When you decide to embark
on the journey of starting a busi-
ness, it may seem a bit over-
whelming initially. The more
you research, the more you find
out about facets of the business
that you need to learn more
about! However, there are re-
sources available within the sys-
tem to guide you on your jour-
ney.

Do not panic! Every entre-
preneur started from a point of
limited knowledge. Their desire
for success then propelled them

have information about business
events taking place within the
community. Attending some of
these events could open the door
for you to connect with potential
partners, mentors, and clients.
No matter how busy you get,
please make it a point to attend
strategic  networking  events
within the community. It will
serve as a marketing outlet for
you as well as a chance to open
yourself up to other opportuni-
ties that you may not have even
thought of!

One organization that is fo-
cused on providing free support
to new  entrepreneurs s
S.C.O.R.E. This organization
has the largest network of free
volunteer mentor coaches in the
country. The coaches are typi-
cally retired business executives
with ample business experience.
I would highly encourage this
option for those who need more
hands-on assistance in the begin-

» Stop Bank Levies!
» Stop Wage Garnishments!
» Stop Creditor Harassment
» Stop Foreclosure!!

» Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners

» Restore Driving Privileges

» Prevent Auto Repossessions
> ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt.

Call

FOR FREE CONSULTATION:

DAVID WITHERSPOON

Attorney-at-Law
10 Hill St. (Suite 20Y) « Newark,

NJ 07102

973-342-6653
973-489-9005

LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL MAY

REDUCE YOUR STRESS!

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency.
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code
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to absorb as much information ning when they are first setting Bellovill 5306 6 5041 16
. . . . . elievilie
as possible about their business.  up their business.
By interacting at events with Another organization that Bloomfield 5633 125 5688 126
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that can assist on your journey. fee (nominal in many instances). Newark 38648 1027 38942 1030
In this article we shall dis- The organization has over 1,500 North Caldwell 535 6 541 7

cuss some of the free resources offices throughout the country. Nutley 3198 66 3225 66
available to assist up and coming Every single state has a num- Orange 3719 137 3743 138
entrepreneurs. My favorite place ~ ber of SBDC offices. Each year Roseland 496 16 506 17
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ibrary. Several of them have

Y to grow and expand. While they Total 89127 2759 89966 2769

specific resources dedicated to
entrepreneurs. Some of the re-
sources are quite valuable and
normally would cost you a good

may focus on on-going business-
es, they do assist startups as

(Continued on page 12)

OTHER COVID-19 TALLIES (As of September 1, 2021)
NJ: 953,616 cases / 24,171 deaths (Plus 2,731 probable)
United States (approx.): 39.26 Million / 641,000 deaths
Worldwide (approx.): 218.06 Million / 4.53 Million deaths
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HYO VISIT US at Our State of the Art Facilit
C East Orange - 60 Evergreen Place ¢ Suite 400
OUR PROVIDERS Now OFFERING
CARDIOLOGY

Gitendra Rajiyah, MD

Catalino DelaCruz, MD

Abbas Shehadeh, MD

Isaac Tawfik, MD

Erin Crystal, PA

Guetty Gabaud-Dumesle, APN

PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS

Vancose
\ M Vein
Jeffrey Miller, DO

~_PODIATRY VISIT US at Our Newest State of the Art Facilit
fordal DeCoteat BFI West Orange - 92 Old Northfield Avenue

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD

NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Paul Cahiwat, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD
Myriam Sterlin, MD
Aleksander Lekan, MD

indu Vira, MD Contact us: 973 395 1550

Hemlata Bhatia, MD

Nrinda K, MD Orangeheartcenter.net

Normita Narvaez, MD

B??:aRchaJ;V’AI\g?\J VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
Vi we,

Roody Dalbe, APN South Orange: 60 Vose Avenue Tel. 973-763-5200

Sanjaykumar Shah, APN Maplewood: 2091 Millburn Ave. Tel. 973-378-2266

ALy L, S Bloomfield: 135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B Tel. 973-743-2248

Janiece Howell, APN .

il Joes BT Newark: 202 Stuyvesant Ave. Tel. 973-374-8807

Marie Tunis. APN West Orange: 77 Main Street (Sleep Center)  Tel. 973-324-2090

Nmandu Utuk, APN West Orange: 95 Main Street Tel. 973-736-5552

Beena Mathew, DNP West Orange: 92 Old Northfield Avenue Tel. 973-736-5552



LOCAL T Al BK

SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

8 YEAR OLD DEAD | oelen) 2 W e S S TR e 2 205

BECAUSE OF GUN
CARELESSNESS

Two People in Custody
Owner of Gun Remains at Large

By Thomas Ellis Il

It's really a shame that an 8
year old is dead because some-
one was careless with a gun,
leaving the gun unsecured, and
with bullets loaded inside the
chamber.

We have to understand that
if there is a gun in the house, it
should be secured at all times
There is no excuse. It is irre-
sponsible for people to leave a
gun around in the house, under
the bed, behind the closet door,
under a bunch of clothes, etc. If
you have small children or other
family members in your house-
hold, the first rule of gun safety
is to secure the weapon.

Now from the act of not car-
ing, not securing, and not know-
ing that a gun is very dangerous,
all it takes is one little touch of
the trigger and it will go off, and
seriously injure someone or
even kill them or someone else.

On the night of Sunday,
Aug. 29, Newark Police officers
went to the 100 block of
Schuyler Avenue in Newark
where there was a report of an
eight-year-old, later ID’d as
Jahmeer Allen, suffering from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound.
The preliminary investigation
indicates the child, who is disa-
bled and, in a wheelchair, sus-
tained fatal injuries. At the time
of the shooting there was a 10-
year-old in the house and Jahna-
ya Black, the victim’s aunt, who
was sleeping.

At this time three adults
have been charged. Shaneefah
Allen, 43, the grandmother and
legal guardian of the victim, and
Black, 23, the aunt, have both
been charged with second de-
gree endangering the welfare of
a child. Allen was not home at
the time the shooting occurred.
Black was the only adult in the
home when it happened.

Marquis Wright, 18, the vic-
tim’s uncle, was charged with
second degree unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon; third degree
endangering the welfare of a
child; third degree transporting a

manufactured firearm without a
serial number and the disorderly
persons offense of allowing a
minor access to a loaded fire-
arm. It is alleged that Wright
brought the gun into the apart-
ment and left it unattended.

Although two women are in
custody. Wright remains at large
as of the deadline to this article.
Someone needs to find him, and
turn him into the NPD, or speak
with him or family members,
and tell him to turn himself in.

This is such a tragic incident
which affected many; the family
members, friends of the family,
the school, and the classmates of
the 8 year old, his friends on the
block, and the community.

I hear all the time that it’s
too many guns in the communi-
ty whenever a senseless act of
gun violence happens or an in-
nocent child, teenager or adult
takes his or her life accidently,
and that cry is absolutely right.
There are too many unregis-
tered, unpermitted, unlicensed
illegal guns in our communities,
and a weapon in the hands of
irresponsible people makes it
even more dangerous. So people
need to be very careful when
they are around people with
guns, or if there is a gun just
lying around, or if you just hap-
pen to stumble upon a gun in
your house.

One of the things that's
needed in these communities
across the country where there
are high incidents of guns and
violence is gun education, gun
safety, and gun violence preven-
tion. We may not be able to
reach everyone, but if we could
just reach one person at a time,
it can save countless lives.

Let’s pray for the 8 year
old’s family, and all those fami-
lies in Newark and Essex Coun-
ty who have lost a loved one to
gun violence. There have been a
lot of families who have had to
endure the pain of losing a loved
one to senseless gun violence
over the past few weeks and
months.

Fresh Fish and Wings Served Daily

Whiting, Tilapia, Shrimp, Catfish Nuggets, Wings

We NEVER use batter on our Great tasting fish and wings

Our food is so good,
“it makes you wanna SLAP somebody”

Make NMoney
with Local Talk Distribution

For the first time ever, you can

MAKE MONEY by SELLING
copies of LOCAL TALK
at your establishment

o Easy set up with simple terms

* Get a Free Listing
o We will provide support if you need it

* Attract New Customers

« By giving residents access to the news,

and you build Community Trust
o Improve foot traffic for better sales

*Get access to tier discounts

TO LEARN MORE

Call (973) 280-7547 or (973) 622-1111
or email: localtalk@aol.com

LO@CAL # /ALK
WEEKLY

1576 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, MAPLEWOOD, NJ
localtalk@aol.com ¢ www.localtalkweekly.com ¢ . localtalkprinting@gmail.com
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven quilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - Municipal Council-
man-at-Large Lawrence Crump
could have faced a special Nov.
2 election for his newly-
appointed office - but the powers
that be in City Hall have decided

that it will not happen.

When Municipal Council
members  appointed  "Larry"
Crump, Esq. to succeed his

mother, Mildred Crump, Aug. 24
- a week before Sept 1. Sept 1 is
the state law deadline for vacan-
cies to be filled "at the next gen-
eral or regular municipal elec-
tion, whichever comes first."

Municipal Clerk Kenneth
Louis, on Aug. 25, said that
there was not enough time to
send out and return signed peti-
tions and place candidates on the
Nov. 2 ballot - even though this
instance had an extra seven days.

"The problem here is a ques-
tion of timing; we don't have the
time to run the full process for a
municipal election," said Louis.
"The County Clerk (Chris
Durkin) has a deadline when he
has to have his ballots printed."

Durkin has a Sept. 13 dead-
line to get the Nov. 2 ballot to
the printer. Vote By Mail Ballots
are to go out to the printer Sept.
18. The deadlines do not take
into account time for legal chal-
lenges.

Louis cited a precedent when
then-Council President Donald
M. Payne, Jr. resigned on March
22, 2012, the day after he was
sworn in to fill his late father's
Congressional seat. The Munici-
pal Council declined to hold spe-
cial elections on Nov. 6, 2012 or
2013, leaving the younger
Payne's seat vacant until the
scheduled  Newark  mayor-
council elections on May 13,
2014.

City voters, barring the unex-

pected, will have their elective
say on Larry Crump, the rest of
the nine-member council and
Mayor Ras Baraka at their May
10, 2022 nonpartisan election.

IRVINGTON - Native son Rob-
ert Alan Kinder, who was born
here Sept. 11, 1947, had his re-
mains laid to rest here in Clinton
Cemetery Sept. 1. Kinder, 73,
who died Aug. 28 at the Morris-
town Medical Center, was best
known for owning and operating
"Toys 4 All" stores - including
two here.

Older brother James, who
announced Robert's death on his
own Irvington NJ - Down
Memory Lane Facebook page
Saturday, said that his brother
played football and baseball as
an Irvington High School
Knight.

The IHS Class of 1965 grad-
uate, after serving in the Army
during the Vietnam War, began
his retail career by working in
the Valley Fair (formerly the
Great Eastern) Department Store
here at 468 Chancellor Ave. Val-
ley Fair allowed Kinder to open
his autonomous Toys 4 All de-
partment.

Kinder then teamed up with
Irvington resident Frank Bonan-
no to open their second store in
the old Finast Supermarket at
1301-17 Springfield Ave. in
1981. The 19,000 square-foot
store, leased from Brounell &
Kramer, started life as a Widger
Plymouth-Dodge dealership until
Oct. 15, 1958.

Kinder and Bonanno and of-
ficials from Finast were present
at Mayor J. Walter Jonkoski's
Nov. 5, 1981 ribbon-cutting.
Kinder was known to supply
toys for the Irvington Fire De-
partment's annual Christmas
drive.

Kinder, who bought out Bon-
nano in 1990, sold the Spring-
field Avenue store to Springfield
Realty, who brought in K&G
Fashion Superstore, in 1999. He
then retired to Far Hills.
(Bonnano died in Watchung July
7,2007.)

Brother Mark is also among
Robert's survivors; sister Evelyn
Kinder Kellerman predeceased
him. His visitation was held on
Aug. 31 at Bloomfield's O'Boyle
Funeral Home, followed by a
Sept. 1 Funeral Maas at Sacred
Heart Church.

EAST ORANGE - The police

department's accident bureau has
not disclosed what caused a mo-
torist to drive into a Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard res-
taurant front here early Aug. 21.
The crash left the driver without
severe injuries but caused the
early Saturday morning detours
of buses on four routes.

EOPD units and East Orange
Fire Headquarters personnel re-
sponded to a 5:50 a.m. report of
a motor vehicle accident at 441
MLK Blvd/Main St. They ar-
rived to find a four-door grey
late model car halfway through
Rise Caribbean Restaurant's
front window. The driver was
already out of her car.

441 shares the same building
with 443 King Blvd.'s Domino's
Pizza. The two-story building at
the southeast corner of King and
South Clinton Street is in direct
line with the southern end on
North Clinton Street. Clinton
Street drivers have to take King
Boulevard some 50 feet to con-
tinue north or south.

The accident caused detours
on NJ Transit's 21, 71, 73 and 94
bus routes. Rise had recently re-
placed the former Stage 5 Res-
taurant & Grill at 441 King.

ORANGE - City and county
authorities have been looking for
a vehicle, and its driver, who
struck and killed a male by a ma-
jor intersection here Aug. 29.

Orange police officers and
local EMS were called to the in-
tersection of Central Avenue and
Scotland Road 2:30 a.m. Sunday
-- where they had found the vic-
tim. OPD, by standard operating
procedure, promptly called in the
ECPO Homicide/Major Crimes
Unit.

ECPO Assistant Prosecutor
Thomas Fennelly, in a Sunday
statement, said that the male was
declared dead at the scene. His
identity had not been released as
of press time.

Wanted is the driver of a red
pickup truck that had fled on
Scotland Road. This remains an
active investigation.

WEST ORANGE - Whatever
action is being taken on the pro-
posed amended Edison Lofts II
Redevelopment Plan is incre-
mental until either the Township
Council votes on a related $13
million bond issue or negotia-
tions between the township and
original redeveloper Prism Capi-
tal Partners reach an agreement -

whichever comes first.

The West Orange Planning
Board's Sept 1 agenda, for exam-
ple, includes reviewing the
township's Downtown Redevel-
opment Plan Fourth Amendment
and the council's pending adop-
tion of Ordinance 2656-21. That
ordinance would fire Prism and
seek a new developer for Edison
Lofts II, mainly 55 Lakeside
Ave, within 45 days.

The Township Council hired
Prism in 2006 to redevelop 21
acres where the present and for-
mer Thomas A. Edison factories
stand or stood. Prism had turned
the former Edison Storage Bat-
tery Factory at 177 Main St. into
330 award-winning apartments
and storefront commercial space.

"Edison Lofts I," however,
took until 2019 to complete, with
a Prism payment default and a
pair of redevelopment amend-
ments made along the way. The
township had recently asked
Prism what they had in mind for
Edison Lofts II - where the Edi-
son Phonograph Works was im-
ploded in July 1974 to make way
for the Barton Press building and
the township DPW garage.

Edison Lofts II originally
included 230 apartment units,
some as affordable housing, and
extending Ashland and Standish
avenues north across the proper-
ty. That plan, however, was
drawn in 2010. The Council and
Mayor Robert Parisi's adminis-
trators have used a May 25 pay-
ment default as a reason to at-
tempt severing Prism from Main
Street Redevelopment Phase 1II.

Prism has meanwhile coun-
tersued, which caused Council
President Cindy Matute-Brown,
at the Aug. 22 council meeting,
to remind everyone that she and
her colleagues cannot comment
about the suit.

Prism's suit contends that
township officials are trying to
oust them from Phase II so they
can make a more direct deal al-
legedly with a motion picture
studio.

SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLE-
WOOD - The South Orange-
Maplewood  School  District
Board of Education is to hear
from the public and vote on
Schools  Superintendent  Dr.
Ronald Taylor's new proposed

contract on Sept. 20.
Board President Thair Josh-
ua, at their Aug. 23 meeting, in-
(Continued on page 14)
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AFTERMATH OF AFGHANISTAN
TERROR ATTACK

(Continued from page 1)

like I’'m sure all of you do as
well, for all those Afghan fami-
lies who have lost loved ones,
including small children, or
been wounded in this vicious
attack. And we’re outraged as
well as heartbroken,” said Presi-
dent Biden is response to the
attack.

“Being the father of an Ar-
my major who served for a year
in Iraq and, before that, was in
Kosovo as a U.S. attorney for
the better part of six months in
the middle of a war - when he
came home after a year in Iraq,
he was diagnosed, like many,
many coming home, with an
aggressive and lethal cancer of
the brain - who we lost...

“...To those who carried out
this attack, as well as anyone
who wishes America harm,
know this: We will not forgive.
We will not forget. We will hunt
you down and make you pay. |
will defend our interests and our
people with every measure at
my command...

“...We will not be deterred
by terrorists. We will not let
them stop our mission. We will
continue the evacuation.

“I’ve also ordered my com-
manders to develop operational
plans to strike ISIS-K assets,
leadership, and facilities. We
will respond with force and pre-
cision at our time, at the place
we choose, and the moment of
our choosing.

“Here is what you need to
know: These ISIS terrorists will
not win. We will rescue the
Americans who are there. We
will get out our Afghan allies
out, and our mission will go on.
America will not be intimidat-
ed...”

Many Americans, including
those on both sides of the politi-
cal aisle, have slammed Biden’s
handling of the situation.
Among those critical of the
Commander-in-Chief is the man
who previously held the job

“It's so sad. It's probably
from the standpoint of military
tactics and just embarrassment,
the most embarrassing thing that
has ever happened to our coun-
try; we look like fools all over
the world, we are weak, we are
pathetic, we are being led by

people that have no idea what
they are doing,” former Presi-
dent Donald Trump said on a
Fox News show.

“They take the military out
and then they say now we will
bring out the people, then all of
a sudden, the Taliban walks in.
We had the Taliban so under
control they would not have
moved without getting our ap-
proval. We had an incredible
agreement. They weren't killing
our soldiers...

“I want to tell you, I think
our soldiers, even civilians, I
think our soldiers are in tremen-
dous danger. I think airplanes
flying in and out of the airport
are in tremendous danger. They
(the Taliban) now have the best
equipment, best rockets, best
tanks and helicopters, Apache
helicopters, a lot of them, that
are immensely valuable, and by
the way, Russia wants them be-
cause they want to examine
them because we have far supe-
rior technology, and China
wants them...

“This is the dumbest thing -
I think it was the dumbest move
anybody has ever made perhaps
in the history of our country,
allowing this to happen, taking
the military out and then say
‘Oh, we hope to get the people
out’,” Trump added.

In response, the U.S. carrier
out a successful drone strike that
is said to have eliminated an
ISIS-K planner. Not long after
however, a rocket attack oc-
curred near the airport.

On Aug. 30, Pentagon offi-
cials confirmed that the last
plane carrying American sol-
diers had left the airport. This is
considered to be the “end” of
the war in Afghanistan. Howev-
er, according to reports, there
are still at least up to 200 Amer-
ican civilians who have yet to be
evacuated from that country.

White House national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan
seemed to place the blame on
the civilians themselves for not
going to the airport for evacua-
tion as instructed. However, this
accusation does not account for
the fear of going to the airport
because it was a prime target for
an attack, which is exactly what
happened.

There is no word on what
will happen to any non-
American civilians who wish to
flee Afghanistan.

Annual Income
Qualifications:
**Maximum income
$38,460.00 — 1 person
$43,920.00 — 2 persons

** Subject to program guidelines

Heritage House Apartments

50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018

A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY
We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major
thoroughfares.

Open Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Call: 973-677-9111

TTY: 1-800-852-7899

or Stop by!

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally
assisted programs and activities. A senior tive has been desi
to coordinate compli: with the nondiscriminatit irement
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s
regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2,
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:
Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,

423 W. 55th St, 9th FI. NY, NY 10019,
E

Apartment/Community Features:

* Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units
* Fully Equipped Modern kitchens

* Plenty of closet space

¢ On site laundry facility

« Attended Lobby Entrance

* 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance

* Recreational Community Room

* Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area.

« Free on-site indoor garage parking

* Window Treatments

4

N requirem

(212) 319-1200, NY
TTY 1-800-662-1220

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

I to Excellent Grades at the
College and University level
o e This book is intended for:
"‘E;‘Eﬁ:‘:“ > Enal wlﬂztschud Students
R T » Academic institutions
i “Good grades are achievable by every student!!l”
i ToAet T R BT # M. Ayiku jr. MBA Finance M. Phil Economics
Author of the book
The book is available on Amazon and
5 ! ‘All major book channels
_ “ Parents should reach out for tutoring for their
Call er email to arrange pre on Counclij :
one on one quality tutoring!! Call or email to arrange one on one quality tutoring!!
Mosesayiku@yahoo.com :
Tel: 646-643-3400

LOGCAL 38 T/ALLI
WEEKLY “ PRINTING

FREE PARKING ¢+ HUGE SAVINGS IN PRINTING + BETTER SERVICE
1576 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, MAPLEWOOD, NJ + localtalk@aol.com ¢ localtalkweekly.com

Tels. (973) 622-1111 + (973) 280-7547 + E-mail: localtalkprinting@gmail.com

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

$800 (Save $400)

Half Page AD Before Your Event
We come to your event (maximum 2 hours)
take photos (or you supply the photos)
and we will cover the event
Post event news article, at least half page size

1000 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 Flyer Glossy paper
E-BLAST before the event & E-BLAST after the event

Must bring / mention coupon at the fime of ordering Expires September 30, 2021

- SB=5
RS NN ERR

Minimum Order of §50

One sided or two sided - Your choice
Vinyl Banner with Grommets on the corner or every two feet.

Must bring ! mention coupon at the fime of ordering

Expires September 30, 2021

PLACE YOUR LOVED ONE'S PHOTO

and WISH THEM THE BEST
16th or 23ird Issue

Size 3x4 Including congratulatory message
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From
The
Pastor’s
Heart
OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

What Does It Mean To
Be A Christian Today?

Last Tuesday evening, as I
sat for a few moments to watch
the news, I saw and heard the
screaming adults at a school
board meeting, calling the school
board members to resign be-
cause they insisted on mask
mandates.

What shocked me most was
not the opposition to the masks
they were calling for, but the
woman who declared that she
was a Christian and in the name
of Jesus Christ she was ready to
do some violent things if she did
not get her way. When I heard
that, I said to myself that if that
is what being a Christian looks
like, I do not want anything to

do with Christianity.
In fact, this is what many
persons,  particularly = many

youths who grew up Christian in
their childhood, now say. At
times, when I come in contact
with such individuals and ask
about their faith or religious af-
filiation, their response is
"None."

For those who need to find
out, the "None" is an official
term for persons who do not
wish to be identified with any
faith or religious tradition. To

such persons let it be made clear
that there is a need for faith, and
that religious affiliation have
profound significance for all hu-
man life in creating meaning and
stability.

But it is a challenge not to be
atheistic or agnostic about Chris-
tianity (or any faith or religious
tradition) when those who call
out the name and claim affilia-
tion behave with so much con-
tradiction. So I think for those of
us who are serious about our
Christian faith, we need to make
clear that being a Christian does
not mean carrying the Bible in
one hand and a gun in the other,
or being against abortion or
mask-wearing while hating our
neighbors, name-calling immi-
grants and being mean to the
poor and doing all of the other
unjust things that make the lives
of those we do not like most
miserable, are not Christian.
Such is neither Evangelical nor
Christian.

My understanding of Christi-
anity is that Christians believe in
Christ, love Christ, are obedient
to Christ, and are willing to rep-
resent Christ to the world that
does not know Christ. For Chris-
tian theologians, a Christian trust
in the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ through His death on the
cross and subsequent resurrec-
tion. Such a person is willing to
live for Christ and take up the
cross of suffering with Christ.
This means adopting a character
that is like Christ, being humble,
gracious and merciful.

Here is how the Apostle Paul
explains it in that powerful text

that serious Christians use as
their pattern: “Have this mind
among yourselves, which is
yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking
the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men. And be-
ing found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of
death, even death on a
cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8 ESV)

In other places, Paul gives
the reminder: “For we are the
aroma of Christ to God
among those who are being
saved and among those who are
perishing, to one a fragrance
from death to death, to the other
a fragrance from life to life. Who
1s sufficient for these
things? For we are not, like so
many, peddlers of God's word,
but as men of sincerity, as com-
missioned by God, in the sight of
God we speak in Christ.” (2 Co-
rinthians 2:15-17 ESV)

“You yourselves are our let-
ter of recommendation, written
on our hearts, to be known and
read by all. And you show that
you are a letter from Christ de-
livered by us, written not with
ink but with the Spirit of the liv-
ing God, not on tablets of stone

but on tablets of human
hearts.” (2 Corinthians 3:2, 3
ESV)

The above texts make clear
that what was relevant in the
naming of Christians in the first
century of Christianity is still
relevant today. The first Chris-

tians were Christ's followers and
Christ's representatives to the
world. They went about telling
the stories of Jesus Christ. They
were not gun toting, Bible-
thumping, mean, yelling, and
political ideological individuals.

Yes, they honored govern-
ments and “Rendered to Caesar”
what belonged to Caesar. But
their fundamental focus was on
proclaiming the gospel of the
Kingdom of God. That means
they were making clear the jus-
tice of God, and that one day
Jesus Christ would return to es-
tablish complete peace on earth.
They were not into all of the she-
nanigans that many who label
themselves Christians are en-
gaged in today.

Yes, those who were called
Christians were ridiculed for
their faith, but it was not because
they were misrepresenting the
character of Christ; it was be-
cause they were radical in prac-
ticing righteousness. They were
respectful to others, practicing
the ways of Christ, so the sinful
ways of the world would be re-
buked without adopting the ways
of the world.

When [ see the contradic-
tions that many are bringing up-
on the name of Christ today, I
feel like shouting, "Stop taking
the name of the Lord in vain."
Honor the Lord, by following
the third commandment (Exodus
20:7), which says, "You shall
not take the name of the Lord in
vain, for the Lord will not hold
guiltless anyone who takes his
name in vain."

FINANCE (Continued from page 7)

well. One can obtain financial
training and assistance on busi-
ness plan writing for example.

A look at their websites will
provide a peak at some of the
training programs and other ser-
vices that they provide. Each
office sets up its own timetables
and programs.

Having worked with the
SBDCs for 10 years in three dif-
ferent states, I was fortunate to
meet SO many amazing entrepre-
neurs! Our counseling sessions

were private affairs where the
clients could feel free and pro-
vide information that could as-
sist us in developing a master
game plan.

To find an SBDC office near
you, simply google them. Once
you find an office near you, con-
tact them by phone or fill out a
Request for Counseling Form
online. They will contact you
and arrange to set up a conven-
ient time for you to meet with a
trained counselor. Counseling is
free for anyone within the com-
munity.

The various networking
events organized by the SBDC
Office can be very beneficial to
new and existing business own-
ers. One gets a chance to interact
with business leaders, represent-
atives of financial institutions,
government policy makers and
other strategic business partners
within the community. Depend-
ing on the type of business that
you establish, you would benefit
by attending such events. They
become an opportunity for you
to sell your business to stake-
holders in the community. In

addition, these stakeholders can
utilize their networks to share
information about your business.

In the next part we will con-
tinue with information about
starting a new business. Please
feel free to share with me your
questions and experiences on
starting a new business. [ will do
my best to respond, and, in some
cases, I will write on some of
these questions.

Your questions and com-
ments can be sent to localtalk-
news@gmail.com.
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DUELING VIEWPOINTS ABOUT
COVID-19 VACCINATION
AT RUTGERS

(Continued from page 1)

Robert Boikess and department of Biomedi-
cal Engineering professor Troy Shinbrot.

The petition on change.org has as of Au-
gust 26 gathered 820 signatures and count-
ing. Once it hits 1,000 the petition is more
likely to be featured in recommendations!"
says the site.

According to the petition, "while Rut-
gers University was a leader in mandating
COVID-19 vaccinations for students return-
ing to campus, the administration is still not
requiring vaccinations for on-campus facul-
ty and staff. The same reasons that justify
the requirement of vaccination for students
also justify such a requirement for everyone
else on campus."

The petition goes on to say that many
other universities across the country as well
as in New Jersey are requiring vaccinations
for faculty as well as students.

"Only when students, faculty and staff
are vaccinated can life on campus return to
normal ... The SARS COV-2 (COVID-19)
does not discriminate based on an individu-
al's position in the university. We urge the
Rutgers administration to recognize this,
and to hold faculty and staff to the same
vaccination standards required as our stu-
dents," reads the petition.

As reported by the Daily Targum, Rut-
gers University President Jonathan Hol-
loway said at an April 21 Board of Gover-
nors meeting that management limitations
were the reason why faculty and staff did
not require COVID-19 vaccination. Accord-
ing to the petition, the vaccine mandate was
supported by the Rutgers faculty in April.

President Holloway, in an August 18
university-wide email, said that the overall
faculty and staff vaccination is 82 percent.
Holloway urged those not vaccinated "to do
0 as soon as possible" at all three campuses
- Camden, Newark and Piscataway.

Opposition to Vaccination Mandate

While most faculty and students at Rut-
gers appear to be in favor of vaccination, a
vocal minority is not. NJ Advance Media
reported August 16 that a lawsuit was filed
in federal court to fight Rutgers University
COVID-19 vaccine mandate.

Both the Daily Targum and NJ Advance
Media reported that the lawsuit was filed by
Children's Health Defense, a non-profit ac-
tivist group, and 18 Rutgers students. Ac-
cording to the Daily Targum, the student
plaintiffs include Peter Cordi and Adriana
Pinto, both School of Arts and sciences sen-
iors; Raelynne Miller, a School of Nursing
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junior; Jake Blake, a School of Engineering
sophomore; and Kayla Mateo.

The defendants named in the lawsuit are
Rutgers University, the Board of Governors,
the Rutgers School of Biomedical and Health
Sciences, University President Jonathan Hol-
loway and RBHS Chancellor Brian L. Strom.

Julio Gomez, the lawyer representing the
non-profit group and the students, argued in
the 105 - page lawsuit that "the policy is not
authorized by and federal or state law; it ac-
tually conflicts with federal law and is so
preempted by federal law; and most im-
portantly, it violates the right to informed
consent and to refuse unwanted medical
treatment guaranteed by the Fourteenth
Amendment and Article I of the Constitution
of New Jersey."

In response, according to the Daily Tar-
gum dated August 21, a University spokes-
woman said that Rutgers' position "is con-
sistent with the legal authority supporting this
policy."

"We are committed to creating a safe
campus environment in Fall 2021, to support
the health and safety for all members of the
Rutgers community, the university updated
its existing immunization requirements for
students to include COVID-19 vaccine," the
spokeswoman said.

Not so, say the plaintiffs.

"Fundamentally, the policy is an affront
to human dignity and personal freedom be-
cause it violates our basic right to control our
bodies. In a free society, all people have the
right to decide their own medical treatment -
especially to decide what to inject into their
bodies. And every person has the right to
make that decision voluntarily, free from co-
ercion by anyone, and to be fully informed of

the benefits and especially the risks of that
decision," the lawsuit states.

The argument is made by plaintiffs that
"Rutgers mandate is beyond its authority un-
der New Jersey law because only our State
Legislature, the Governor and the Depart-
ment of Health have the power to require a
particular vaccine for attendance at colleges
and universities in New Jersey, and they have
not passed a law or regulation requiring
COVID-19 vaccines either."

"Absent legislative action or executive
authorization, Rutgers does not have legal
authority to require students to take an emer-
gency-use authorized vaccine which is still
under investigation and experimental and to
make it mandatory for attendance."

Plaintiffs seek compensation because
they believe Rutgers violated their civil
rights. They cannot transfer to other universi-
ties, because other schools are following Rut-
gers' lead in requiring vaccination.

Rutgers has financial ties to Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson and Johnson. The uni-
versity was selected as a site to conduct
COVID-19 vaccine trials for all three manu-
facturers on its campus.

As reported by the Daily Targum, Rut-
gers President Jonathan Holloway announced
in an August 16 email that student compli-
ance with the vaccine requirement has now
reached 99.5 percent, which includes approx-
imately 1.2 percent of 71,000 students who
received medical or religious exemptions.
This comes out to about 852 students.

It is not clear if the plaintiffs are aware
that students from kindergarten to twelfth
grade are required to be vaccinated against
mumps, measles, flu, and other illnesses.
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2021-2022 BACK
TO SCHOOL PREVIEW

(Continued from page 5)

keep the CDC-decreed three-
foot-spacing minimum. Desks,
with or without "sneeze guards"
partitions, will be so spaced out.
There will be specified entrance
and exit ways and doors for cir-
culation. Newark Public
Schools hold a two-person max-
imum in elevators.

Classrooms without integral
heating and air conditioning
units may have had them retro-
fitted by when you read this.
Those classrooms who are with-
out air circulation may have
their windows opened or re-
placed by other rooms.

Students may remove their
masks while using restrooms,
during recess and/or while con-
suming food. Food is to be
served in designated cafeterias
or classrooms and may be deliv-
ered as bag lunches or left by
the classroom door.

The South Orange-
Maplewood School District, as
of Aug. 26, is allowing outdoor
lunch periods except for their
middle schools. The South Or-
ange and Maplewood middle
school principals will have
some outdoor space for lunch.

School principals may fur-
ther stagger lunch and recess

periods to maintain social dis-
tances.

Regarding breakouts of pos-
itive cases and/or infections,
they will be handled at the
school and district levels.

Murphy, at his Sept. 1 Coro-
navirus Briefing, said that
school decisions on whether to
go back to all-remote learning
would be left to the districts
themselves.

"There would have to be a
major outbreak for the districts
to go all-remote," said Murphy
Wednesday afternoon. " I want
to say we'll never go back to a
statewide shutdown, like we did
in March 2020 but, with this
virus, you can never say never. |
thank the districts for their co-
operation; they've had to deal a
lot of what was thrown at
them."

Some districts, like Bloom-
field Public Schools, will pro-
vide remote learning to students
who are taken out of in-person
learning by COVID.

"We'll provide synchronous
instruction," said Superinten-
dent Sam Goncalves in his Aug.
24 open letter, "for COVID pos-
itive or quarantine students ON-
LY."

The "Local Talk" area had
two reminders on the im-
portance of COVID suppression
Aug. 14 and 26.

Orange Public Schools Su-

SPORTS WRAP &<

: By William Hathaway, Jr.

The New Jersey high school

i football season will officially
: start this Friday. All schools will
: be in action around the Local
Talk area. The East Orange Jag-
: uars will open their season
: against rival Montclair in the
: “Rumble on the Raritan” at SHI
Stadium in Piscataway at Rut-
: gers University. In last year’s
: meeting, East Orange shut out
: Montclair 13-0. This was the
first time ever that the Mounties
: were shut out at home by East
: Orange.

As for other area teams, the

Orange Tornadoes will be on the
: road against Chatham, in one of
: several

games that will be

perintendent Dr. Gerald Fitzhugh
II, on Aug. 14, reported that a
student on the Orange High
School Auxiliary Band had tested
positive. Fitzhugh, in his an-
nouncement, added that district
and/or Orange Health Depart-
ment personnel were calling any-
one who had been in close con-
tact with that OHS student.
Robert Treat Academy ad-
ministrators are meanwhile hop-
ing to reopen both of their New-
ark charter school campuses

played at William Paterson Uni-
versity. The Tornadoes finished
last season with a 5-3 record.
Meanwhile, West Orange’s foot-
ball team will be playing St. Pe-
ter’s Prep of Jersey City. West
Orange finished the 2020 season
with a 6-1 record. Also, New-
ark’s Central High s will be
playing Lincoln High at WPU

Finally, in pro news, the
New England Patriots have cut
former starting QB Cam Newton
after the emergence of rookie
Mac Jones at the position. Also,
the New York Mets have faced
criticism after several players on
the team have taken to booing
fans by way of thumbs down
gestures toward those who boo
them.

Tuesday morning. They switched
to all-remote learning Aug. 25
after 11 of its staff received posi-
tive test results earlier that week.
The virtual learning lasted
only two days since RTA's North
Ward and Jackie Robinson cam-
puses went on a scheduled Aug.
30-Sept. 6 "Summer Break." That
break allowed a new lab to re-test
all staff; the 11 in question have
since received negative results.

TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 10)

troduced the three-year contract
that Taylor and the panel's Nego-
tiations Committee had recently
agreed to. Taylor, late of
Willingboro Public Schools, had
been on a two-year contract
since his July 1, 2019 appoint-
ment.

The contract, as introduced,
calls for Taylor to receive a
$226,051 a year salary with an-
nual two percent increases, top-
ping out at $235,164.08 before
June 30, 2024. This contract,
however, loses Taylor's merit
pay bonus. It would take effect
retroactively from July 1, 2021;
Joshas said that negotiations
started late due to the district's
focus on the pandemic.

Taylor and other public
school superintendents statewide
were capped at $190,000 until
that was lifted in late 2019. His
2020-21 salary was $196,584

plus a merit pay bonus of
$19,658. The average full-time
public school superintendent
earned $179,304 2020-21 a four
percent increase from 2019-20.
The board's Sept. 20 meeting
and public hearing will be held
both live at the SOMSD Admin-
istration Building, 525 Academy
St., Maplewood, and via Zoom.

BLOOMFIELD / NUTLEY -
The passing of 50-year Bloom-
field resident Thomas Strumolo,
Sr. was also mourned by those in
Nutley, Belleville, Newark and
beyond the northeastern Essex
County area.

Strumolo, 73, who died Aug.
3, was best known to Nutleyites
as "Capt. Strumolo." Strumolo
came from the Essex County Po-
lice Academy to join the Nutley
Police Department and serve for
35 years.

Strumolo, Sr. rose to the rank
of Captain in 2009 before retir-
ing. Son Thomas J. followed his
father's beat and is now Nutley's

Chief of Police.

Born on Aug. 5, 1947 in
Newark, Strumolo was raised in
Belleville by Township Com-
missioner Vincent and mother
Helen Petrill Strumolo. He be-
came a licensed real estate agent
in 1978 and was employed by
Castle Realty, of Nutley, since
2006.

One can say that love moved
Strumolo to Bloomfield. He met
and married resident Connie Pal-
lante in 1969. He and Connie
moved to Bloomfield in 1971 to
raise Thomas J. and the late Vin-
cent.

Grandchildren Tommy, Jr.,
Vincenza and Natalia; brother
Vincent and sisters Nicki Ann
Cordi and Josephine Fontaine
are also among his survivors.
Son Vincent, who wrote his
2001 "A Fight for Life" autobi-
ography, died Aug. 29, 2019.

A Funeral Mass for the for-
mer PBA Local 33 president was
held in Nutley's St. Mary's
Church Aug. 7 before his burial

at East Hanover's gate of Heaven
Cemetery. Memorial donations
may be made to the American
Cancer Society.

MONTCLAIR - The Montclair
High School varsity football
team will get its first test of the
2021-22 season under Interim
Head Coach Pete Ramiccio
when they host East Orange
Campus High School here 8 p.m.
Sept. 3.

Those involved with the
MHS Mounties are hoping that
Ramiccio's receiving the legend-
ary John Fiore's headset and
clipboard Aug. 1 will be seam-
less. Fiore, citing "an ongoing
family matter," took a leave
from coaching July 27.

Fiore, as head coach 2010-
20, helped the Mounties to a 93-
31 win-loss record. MHS
reached seven NJSIAA sectional
championship games, winning
the 2012-14 and 17 editions.
They earned 2012, 13 and 17

(Continued on page 15)



LOCAL 3 T Al BK

15

SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

WORLD NEWS FLASH

(Continued from page 6)

-February to early July - suggest-
ed a full batch of spent fuel was
handled, in contrast to the short-
er time needed for waste treat-
ment or maintenance.

“The new indications of the
operation of the SMW(e) reactor
and the Radiochemical
(reprocessing) laboratory are
deeply troubling”, and a clear
violation of UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions, it said. The report
also said there were indications
of mining and concentration ac-
tivities at a uranium mine and
plant at Pyongsan.

North Korea has continued
to develop nuclear weapons
since IAEA inspectors were ex-
pelled in 2009, holding its last
test in 2017.

Since then, the IAEA has
had no access to North Korea
and now monitors the country
from afar, largely through satel-
lite imagery, to get an idea of
how many weapons the regime
is capable of producing.

This latest observation was

the first sign of operational ac-
tivity at the Yongbyon reactor
since December 2018, months
after former US President Don-
ald Trump met North Korea
leader Kim Jong-un in Singa-
pore, according to the IAEA.

With Trump no longer in his
position and the chaotic situation
in Afghanistan, some have spec-
ulated if North Korea feels em-
boldened due to a lack of respect
towards new US President Jo-
seph Biden.

NO MORE LEAD FUEL
WORLD

The global phase-out of lead-
ed fuel represents a “milestone
for multilateralism”, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres
said on Aug. 30, marking the
end of a 20-year campaign to
eliminate a major threat to the
health of people and the planet.

“Lead in fuel has run out of
gas - thanks to the cooperation
of governments in developing
nations, thousands of businesses
and millions of ordinary people,”
he said.

The UN Environment Pro-
gram (UNEP) spearheaded the
initiative to put the brakes on a
century of leaded petrol use. The
move is expected to net the glob-
al economy $2.45 trillion in sav-
ings.

Mr. Guterres highlighted the
health benefits.

“Ending the use of leaded
petrol will prevent more than
one million premature deaths
each year from heart disease,
strokes and cancer,” he said.
“And it will protect children
whose 1Qs are damaged by ex-
posure to lead.”

Inger Andersen, the UNEP
Executive Director, echoed his
message.

“Overcoming a century of
deaths and illnesses that affected
hundreds of millions and degrad-
ed the environment worldwide,
we are invigorated to change hu-
manity’s trajectory for the better
through an accelerated transition
to clean vehicles and electric
mobility.”

The world officially said
goodbye to leaded petrol in July,
when service stations in Algeria
stopped offering it to drivers.

Vehicles have been running
on leaded fuel since 1922, when
the compound tetraethyllead was
added to gasoline to boost en-
gine performance.

By the 1970s, almost all pet-
rol produced worldwide con-
tained lead, UNEP said. The
health impacts have been cata-
strophic, as the Secretary-
General pointed out, but the en-
vironment has suffered too, with
air and soil contamination just
two examples.

Most high-income nations
had prohibited leaded petrol use
by the 1980s, but almost all low
and middle-income countries
were still using it as late as 2002.

That same year, UNEP be-
gan the Partnership for Clean
Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV), the
public-private alliance behind
the campaign.

The initiative brought togeth-
er all stakeholders, and its activi-
ties included raising awareness
and overcoming resistance from
local oil dealers and producers of
lead, as well as investing in re-
finery upgrades and providing
technical assistance.

TOWN WATCH (Continued from page 14)

undefeated seasons.

Ramiccio has been at Fiore's side as
associate head coach since 2016. He first
joined the Mounties in 2010 as defensive
coordinator. Ramiccio doubles as an Eng-
lish teacher at the Glenfield Middle
School since 2016.

Fiore will not be far away from
Ramiccio and the Mounties for the year.
He retains his physical education teaching
job at MHS.

GLEN RIDGE - Borough railroad station
riders who needed minor repairs to their
bicycles can thank BSA Troop 855 Scout
Zane Pagano, and those who helped him,
for installing a bicycle repair stand here.

Pagano and several of his troop mem-
bers installed the I-Fixit stand at the
southeastern corner of Glen Ridge Station
at 255 Ridgewood Ave. July 13.

The stand features Allen keys, screw-
drivers, wrenches and an air pump. I-Fixit
also wears a QR code so that riders can
access repair videos.

Pagano's thanks include Borough Ad-
ministrator Michael Zichelli and the De-
partment of Public Works plus those who
responded to his 2,500 project appeal bro-
chures and those who contributed $1,824
to his GoFundMe.com page.

The above served as the community
improvement project towards Pagano's

attempt to attain Scouting's highest rank -
Eagle Scout. He came up with the repair
stand idea after noticing more than 30 bi-
cycles parked at the station on one of
2020's early winter days.

Pagano's project organization included
producing a bicycle safety and infor-
mation brochure which he and his fellow
scouts among the borough's homes and
producing a GoFundMe introductory vid-
eo. He had to wait until October to launch
the project due to the global COVID-19
pandemic.

BELLEVILLE - A mystery has sur-
rounded a letter brought by the Belleville
Public Library & Information Center
Board of Trustees attorney 20 months ago
concerning "a conflict of interest."

A local watchdog came across a single
-page entry on the trustee's minutes of its
Jan. 15, 2020 meeting last March. The
observer had been going through OPRA-
requested library trustee documentation in
search of any reports of water damage or
repairs to the library's atrium.

The Jan. 15, 2020 minutes state: "Old
Business; AlphaDog - Lawyer submitted a
letter of conflict of interest."

AlphaDog Solutions, a website design
and operation company catering to local
government and businesses is Mayor Mi-
chael Melham's day job. Melham was
elected mayor in 2018.

Melham, like most mayors, has the

power of appointing members to various boards
and commissions - including the library's board of
trustees. Mayoral board appointments and provid-
ing a budget minimum are the extent of a town
hall's involvement with its public library.

The nature of the BPL attorney's letter regard-
ing AlphaDog is not publicly known. The watch-
dog's request for the lawyer's opinion to the acting
library director and current legal advisor was met
with statements that the letter "is considered privi-
leged."
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NEW LOCATION!
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