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By Lev D. Zilbermints 
 
People in Newark, Elizabeth, 

Hillside and other communities 
across New Jersey are upset and 
furious over how Evergreen 
Cemetery management has treat-
ed vandalism at the cemetery. 
And not just any vandalism, but 
the digging up of caskets and ap-
parent disappearance of bodies. 

It is something out of a Dr. 
Frankenstein horror movie, with 
lawsuits and class-action suits 
being filed and coffins being 
stacked up seven deep. 

Evergreen Cemetery is locat-
ed in parts of Elizabeth, Hillside 
and Newark, New Jersey. The 
architectural style is mid-19th 
century revival, late 19th and ear-
ly 20th century revivals and late 
Victorian style. Officially located 
at 1137 North Broad Street, 
Hillside, Union County, the cem-
etery has burial plots and crema-
toria. The cemetery has been 
listed on both the New Jersey 
Register and the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places since 1991. 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Walter Elliott 
 
MAPLEWOOD - Retail, Wholesale, De-
partment Store Union Local 108 officials, 
after 2 p.m. May 11, can say they are doing 
their part in getting people their COVID-19 
Novel Coronavirus vaccines. 

Local 108, in league with Essex County, 
"Local Talk" and other partners, had helped 
vaccinate 65 people who came to their head-
quarters here at 1576 Springfield Ave., 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday. 

The headquarters parking lot, like with 
their previous community food distributions, 
was turned into a venue for two tents. One 

tent was where people who wanted to be 
vaccinated were screened before being let 
into the union's conference room. The other 
tent was used as a seating area for those who 
took advantage of the free breakfast that was 
available. 

Several Essex County Sheriff's officers 
brought two of their trailers and a roadside 
message board to the lot. Some worked with 
Maplewood police officers to direct what 
traffic the "Vaccination Opportunity" had 
generated. 

It was within RWDSU's conference room 
where most of the county's health department 
staff gave out a choice between the first-of-

two-shot Moderna and the single-shot John-
son & Johnson vaccines. 

Another headquarters room served as the 
15-minute post inoculation waiting area be-
fore staff members sent patients out with 
county proof-of-vaccination cards. Those 
who got Moderna's vaccine were given ap-
pointments for their second shot on their 
cards. 

Those who made appointments or had 
walked in also had the opportunity for diabe-
tes and glaucoma screening. 

"If we got 10 people or 100, it was worth 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Dhiren Shah 
Editor-In-Chief 

Hello Readers, 

  

Vaccination is in full force. 

On May 11, Local 108 partnered 

with Essex County and success-

fully vaccinated 65 persons. 

They had expected and planned 

for 50 persons to be vaccinated, 

but luckily within a short period 

of time, 65 came and got the vac-

cination of their choice, Moderna 

or Johnson and Johnson. Local 

108 served free food and drinks 

to everyone. Charles Hall did an 

excellent job, and he deserves 

congratulations. 

President Biden has also been 

doing an excellent job, as far as 

vaccination is concerned. He has 

a goal of at least 70% of the pop-

ulation getting vaccinated before 

July 4th, 2021. As I understood, 

the population means legal and 

illegal residents, because they 

can infect other persons as well. 

India is getting worse as far 

as the coronavirus is concerned. 

The daily new cases are still 

about 350,000 and daily deaths 

are over 4,200. To put it in per-

spective, there are more people 

dying PER DAY in India than 

the entire population of Newark.  

Is the system failing over in 

India? Is the government not do-

ing enough? I agree with some 

of the critics I talked to who are 

against Indian prime minister 

Narendra Modi. When there 

were very few cases, Modi an-

nounced a lockdown, but his ad-

ministration did not have a good 

plan to maintain control. Modi 

has left it on the state govern-

ments.  

There are three types of peo-

ple there. One group is very 

fearful and has disciplined them-

selves to follow the health de-

partment’s rules. Another group 

does not bother following the 

rules and do not cover their faces 

with masks. They want to enjoy 

their life and refuse to listen to 

the WHO (World Health Organi-

zation) guidelines. The third 

group follows the rules, but 

when it comes to travelling, they 

go out and travel to different 

states or vacation spots. When 

they come back, some of them 

gets COVID-19. Although they 

do regret catching it, by then it’s 

too late. 

Biden stopped people com-

ing from India on May 5, 2021. 

However, many came in the last 

push for traveling to the US and 

brought a new COVID-19 vari-

ant. There are cases in California 

and New Jersey where the India 

variant has been confirmed. So 

far, we do not have good infor-

mation about the India variant, 

but it is believed that vaccination 

is not effective against it. 

Also, India has a shortage of 

oxygen, ventilators, medicines 

and understanding of prevention 

of coronavirus. There are many 

home remedy experts who pop 

up and try to sell their ideology 

without any proven history of 

the treatment they have suggest-

ed. The whole world is trying to 

help, but it is a little late. Hun-

dreds of thousands get the virus 

every day. I hope they follow the 

rules and come out ahead with-

out any loss of life. 

Liz Cheney, the daughter of 

former Vice President Dick 

Cheney and a representative 

from Wyoming, has been re-

moved from her leadership role 

in the Republican Party. She was 

the House GOP conference 

chair, which is the third most 

powerful GOP position. She is 

an outspoken critic of Donald 

Trump, and has said many times 

that Trump is lying, especially 

about the 2020 election and Jan-

uary 6 Capitol Riot.  

Trump was in favor of Chen-

ey getting removed from this 

post. In return, Cheney said that 

she will make sure that Trump 

never gets back near the Oval 

Office.  

 

  Have a wonderful week.  

 

I’ll talk to you next week.  

$50 for one (1) year 

Send your name, address and check or money order to: 
Local Talk Weekly Newspaper • 1576 Springfield Avenue 

Maplewood, NJ 07040 • Tel: 973-622-1111 
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According to an rlsmetro 
article posted on April 26, 2021, 
the following occurred. On Sun-
day, April 25, visitors to the Ev-
ergreen Cemetery in Hillside got 
a nasty surprise. They saw cof-
fins stacked up high as seven 
deep with at least one of the cof-
fins opened and rodents inside 
the casket with the body, states 
rlsmetro, which is owned by 
RLS Media. 

The article goes on to say 
that a woman who went to see if 
her grandmother was buried re-
ceived the shock of her life. 
Management reportedly told the 
woman that there were only five 
secured graves side by side. RLS 
Media reported that the woman 
found out that the cemetery were 
stacking up eight to ten caskets 
on top of each other. 

News 12 New Jersey report-
ed on April 28-29, that the de-
ceased woman, Paula Smith, 
died from complications of the 
coronavirus, aged 60. The fami-
ly told News12 that there was a 
funeral, with the family watch-
ing as the white casket was low-
ered into the ground. Relatives 
said that nothing was out of the 
ordinary, so everyone left prior 
to the earth being put on the 
grave. 

The next thing the family 
knew, something was totally 
wrong. When the alarmed rela-
tives came to check on the con-
dition of the burial, they found 
Paula Smith's casket outside the 
grave and open, with rodents 
inside. 

At first, cemetery manage-
ment refused to answer any 
questions from the family of 
Paula Smith. News 12 reported 
that both the family and the me-
dia outlet attempted to contact 
cemetery management and did 
not get any answers. The family 
were told to get a lawyer and 
contact the state. News 12 were 
told to contact the board of di-
rectors. 

It took the Evergreen Ceme-
tery management an incredible 
ten days, April 25 - May 5, 
2021, to release a statement. 
When Evergreen Cemetery fi-

nally released its statement on 
May 5, this is what it said. 

“Evergreen Cemetery is 
aware of allegations that are cir-
culating in regards to the man-
agement of its grounds. As a re-
sult of the recent publicity the 
New Jersey Cemetery Board is 
conducting an investigation of 
Evergreen Cemetery. The Ceme-
tery is fully cooperating with the 
investigation. The Cemetery is 
deeply distressed by these alle-
gations and is releasing this 
statement to provide information 
to all of the families who have 
loved ones buried here and those 
who have been questioning the 
procedures that are in place. 
Simply stated, Evergreen Ceme-
tery has never relocated a casket 
or body except in response to a 
legal order. A casket can only be 
relocated with a permit and 
court order. In those extremely 
rare cases when a casket is 
moved, the funeral director is 
present and the Cemetery's in-
volvement is limited to locating 
the gravesite and occasionally 
helping with the excavation. 

“Evergreen Cemetery is a 
non-profit cemetery founded in 
1853. Because it covers 115 
acres, it has deer, foxes, rabbits, 
squirrels and groundhogs. If a 
groundhog becomes a nuisance 
it is relocated by a professional 
exterminator. There is no rat 
problem. 

“When there are no other 
options, headstones and flat 
stones are temporarily moved to 
the side in order to allow access 
to new gravesites without dam-
aging the existing stones. The 
locations of all graves through-
out the cemetery are carefully 
marked and the headstone and 
flat stones are returned to their 
exact locations as soon as possi-
ble. This is a seldom used but 
sometimes necessary procedure. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
has dramatically impacted the 
operations of Evergreen Ceme-
tery.  While many members of 
the public were able to stay at 
home isolated, Evergreen Ceme-
tery's employees worked over-
time, often seven days a week. 
They risked exposure to the vi-
rus and one foreman was hospi-
talized with COVID, placed on a 
ventilator and missed several 
months of work. This, combined 

EVERGREEN CEMETERY 

IN HILLSIDE VANDALIZED 

(Continued from page 1) 

with the inability to find addi-
tional employees willing to work 
in a cemetery during a pandemic, 
caused some landscape mainte-
nance to be deferred. The situa-
tion is being addressed and the 
cemetery expects to be back to 
its park-like condition in the near 
future. 

“Evergreen Cemetery strenu-
ously denies the allegations of 
poor management or mistreat-
ment of any individuals buried 
on its grounds. Evergreen Ceme-
tery expresses its sincerest con-
dolences to those who have been 
misinformed and would like to 
assure the public that it is taking 
this matter very seriously and 
will provide further updates once 
they are available.” 

While Evergreen Cemetery 
was staying mum, Dahlia O. 
Vertreese, the mayor of Hillside, 
spoke to the community. In a 
televised interview released by 
NJ 12 May 3, Mayor Vertreese 
said, "It is a travesty what is go-
ing on here. The Attorney Gen-
eral's and prosecutor's office 
need to be involved, like yester-
day. Like everyone else I can't 

understand or I don't have a rea-
sonable explanation as to how or 
why this has happened.  And I do 
think people deserve answers." 

News12 NJ reported that the 
families of the deceased filed 
class-action lawsuits against Ev-
ergreen Cemetery. Also, the fam-
ilies plan on exhuming the re-
mains of their relatives in order 
to find out if the remains are still 
there. 

State Assemblyman Jamel 
Holley is reported by News 12 to 
want these guilty of desecration 
held criminally responsible. He 
wants the state to investigate 
what is going on. 

Attempts to reach Assembly-
man Holley via phone and email 
were unsuccessful at press time.  

It should be noted that van-
dalism at Evergreen Cemetery is 
not limited to New Jersey. 
“Local Talk” research has found 
similar incidents in Illinois, 
Maine, Colorado, Texas, and 
Virginia. The timeline of these 
runs from 2010 - 2021. Local 
talk will report on these in an 
upcoming article. 
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UNITED STATES 
 

Ransomware  
Strikes Pipeline  

 
The era of 21st Century com-

puter malware just struck one of 
the main veins of American en-
ergy. 

On May 7, the Colonial 
Pipeline, which stretches from 
Houston, Texas to New York 
and supplies petroleum based 
resources to 45 percent of the 
East Coast, was hit be a ransom-
ware cyberattack that shut down 
its operations. The attack was so 
severe that two days later, Presi-
dent Biden declared a state of 
emergency. 

“The President continues to 
be regularly briefed on the Colo-
nial Pipeline incident. The Ad-
ministration is continually as-
sessing the impact of this ongo-
ing incident on fuel supply for 
the East Coast. We are monitor-
ing supply shortages in parts of 
the Southeast and are evaluating 
every action the Administration 
can take to mitigate the impact 
as much as possible. The Presi-
dent has directed agencies across 
the Federal Government to bring 
their resources to bear to help 
alleviate shortages where they 
may occur,” White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki posted in a 
statement. 

While looking for answers, 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) confirmed that the 
DarkSide group was responsible 
for the attack. It is strongly be-
lieved that the Russia govern-
ment had a hand in sponsoring 
the action. 

  
Civil Rights Charges  
for Chauvin & Others  
 
A federal grand jury in Min-

neapolis, Minnesota, returned 
two indictments that were un-
sealed May 7. The first indict-
ment charges former Minneap-
olis Police Department officers 
Derek Chauvin, 45; Tou Thao, 
35; J. Alexander Kueng, 27; and 
Thomas Lane, 38, with federal 
civil rights crimes for their roles 
in the death of George Perry 
Floyd Jr. 

The three-count indictment 
alleges that all four defendants, 
while acting under color of law, 
willfully deprived Mr. Floyd of 
his constitutional rights, in viola-
tion of Title 18, United States 
Code, Section 242. Specifically, 
Count One of the indictment al-
leges that on May 25, 2020, 
Chauvin held his left knee across 
Mr. Floyd’s neck, and his right 
knee on Floyd’s back and arm, 
as George Floyd lay on the 
ground, handcuffed and unresist-
ing, and kept his knees on Mr. 
Floyd’s neck and body even af-
ter Mr. Floyd became unrespon-
sive.  

The indictment alleges that 
Chauvin’s actions violated Mr. 
Floyd’s constitutional right to be 
free from the use of unreasona-
ble force by a police officer and 
resulted in bodily injury to, and 
the death of, Mr. Floyd. 

Count Two of the indictment 
charges that Thao and Kueng 
willfully failed to intervene to 
stop Chauvin’s use of unreason-
able force, resulting in bodily 
injury to, and the death of, Mr. 
Floyd.  

Finally, Count Three of the 
indictment alleges that all four 
defendants saw Mr. Floyd lying 
on the ground in clear need of 
medical care and willfully failed 
to aid him. The indictment alleg-
es that by doing so, all four de-
fendants willfully deprived Mr. 
Floyd of his constitutional right 
not to be deprived of liberty 
without due process of law, 
which includes an arrestee’s 
right to be free from a police of-
ficer’s deliberate indifference to 
his serious medical needs. The 
indictment alleges that this of-
fense resulted in bodily injury to, 
and the death of, Mr. Floyd. 

A separate, two-count indict-
ment also charges Chauvin with 
willfully depriving a Minneap-
olis resident who was then four-
teen-years-old of the constitu-
tional right to be free from the 
use of unreasonable force by a 
police officer, in violation of Ti-
tle 18, United States Code, Sec-
tion 242. Count One of this in-
dictment alleges that on Sept. 4, 
2017, Chauvin, without legal 
justification, held the teenager 
by the throat and struck the teen-
ager multiple times in the head 
with a flashlight.  

The indictment alleges that 
this offense included the use of a 
dangerous weapon - a flashlight 
- and resulted in bodily injury to 

the teenager. Count Two of the 
indictment charges that Chauvin 
held his knee on the neck and the 
upper back of the teenager even 
after the teenager was lying 
prone, handcuffed, and unresist-
ing, also resulting in bodily inju-
ry. 

Both indictments charge vio-
lations of Title 18, United States 
Code, Section 242. 18 U.S.C. § 
242 states that it is a crime for an 
official acting under color of law 
to willfully violate a person’s 
constitutional rights. If govern-
ment employees, like police of-
ficers, use or misuse the power 
provided to them by their posi-
tion, they are acting “under color 
of law.”  

An indictment is merely a 
formal accusation of criminal 
conduct. The defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless and until 
they are proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of 
law. 

The charges announced to-
day are separate from the Justice 
Department’s civil pattern or 
practice investigation into the 
City of Minneapolis and the 
Minneapolis Police Department 
that the Attorney General an-
nounced on April 21. The charg-
es announced today are criminal, 
while the pattern or practice in-
vestigation is a civil investiga-
tion that will be conducted sepa-
rately and independently from 
the criminal case, and will be 
handled by a different team of 
career staff from the Civil Rights 
Division and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. 

The charges announced to-
day are also separate from, and 
in addition to, the charges the 
State of Minnesota has brought 
against these former officers re-
lated to the death of Mr. Floyd. 
The federal charges allege dif-
ferent criminal offenses; specifi-
cally, they allege violations of 
the U.S. Constitution, rather than 
of state law. 

Principal Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General Pamela S. Kar-
lan and Acting U.S. Attorney W. 
Anders Folk for the District of 
Minnesota commend the investi-
gative efforts of the FBI and the 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension in this matter, and 
thank the Minneapolis Police 
Department for its cooperation 
in the investigation. 

The federal criminal cases 
are being prosecuted by Acting 
U.S. Attorney W. Anders Folk 

of the District of Minnesota, 
Special Litigation Counsel Sa-
mantha Trepel and Trial Attor-
ney Tara Allison of the Civil 
Rights Division of the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, and Assis-
tant U.S. Attorneys Samantha 
Bates, LeeAnn Bell, Evan Gile-
ad, Manda Sertich and Allen 
Slaughter of the District of Min-
nesota. 

 

EUROPE 
 

Banning Conversion  
Therapy  

 
Following Queen Elizabeth’s 

Speech on May 11th, Minister 
for Women & Equalities Liz 
Truss has confirmed that the UK 
Government will take legislative 
steps to ban conversion therapy. 

Legislation will be intro-
duced, protecting people from 
the coercive and abhorrent prac-
tice of conversion therapy in the 
UK. 

Many forms of the practice 
are already prevented under cur-
rent legislation, but this new ban 
will ensure that it is stamped out 
once and for all. 

New funding will also be 
made available to increase the 
support available for victims of 
conversion therapy, the first time 
a government has offered this in 
the UK. This support is expected 
to be in place by summer. 

“As a global leader on LGBT 
rights, this government has al-
ways been committed to stamp-
ing out the practice of conver-
sion therapy,” Truss said. “We 
want to make sure that people in 
this country are protected, and 
these proposals mean nobody 
will be subjected to coercive and 
abhorrent conversion therapy. 

“Alongside this legislation, 
we will make new funding avail-
able to ensure that victims have 
better access to the support they 
need.” 

As soon as parliamentary 
time allows, and following a 
consultation, the ban will be in-
troduced in parliamentary legis-
lation. The accompanying con-
sultation will seek further views 
from the public and key stake-
holders to ensure that the ban 
can address the practice while 
protecting the medical profes-
sion; defending freedom of 
speech; and upholding religious 
freedom. 

This announcement furthers 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Heritage House Apartments 
50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018 
A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY 

We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed 
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has 
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely 
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and 
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to 
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near 
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major 
thoroughfares. 
 

Apartment/Community Features: 
 

• Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units 
• Fully Equipped Modern kitchens 
• Plenty of closet space 
• On site laundry facility 
• Attended Lobby Entrance 
• 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance 
• Recreational Community Room 
• Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area. 
• Free on-site indoor garage parking 
• Window Treatments 

Annual Income 
Qualifications: 

**Maximum income 
$38,460.00 – 1 person 
$43,920.00 – 2 persons 

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally 

assisted programs and activities.  A senior executive has been designated 
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements 
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:  

Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,  
423 W. 55th St, 9th Fl. NY, NY 10019,  

(212) 319-1200, NY  
TTY 1-800-662-1220 

 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

Open Monday - Friday  
9:00 am to 5:00 pm  
Call: 973-677-9111  

TTY: 1-800-852-7899  
or Stop by!  

By William Hathaway, Jr. 

 

A former Orange High School all-state 

player has come back to his community, and 

is giving back to the youth there. 

This past weekend, former New York 

Guardians XFL football star Jamar Summers 

held his first ever Ambitious youth camp for 

area local youth. Over 300 attended this 

event at Bell Stadium in Orange. The ages 

ranged at the camp from 5-18, and the 14-18 

group had fundamental drills to challenge 

themselves.  

There are many local NFL and former 

Orange High School football players that 

Summers played with or against while in 

high school. Current Giants player Jabrill 

Peppers took part in this camp, as well as 

former Orange all-state player, Rutgers al-

um, and Green Bay Packer Willington Pre-

vilion, Tennessee Titan Akrum Wadley, for-

mer Seattle Seahawks legend Marshawn 

Lynch, Baltimore Raven Marcus Peters and 

San Francisco 49er Josh Johnson. 

Talking about the camp, Summers said, 

“I wanted to allow for an opportunity for 

children in the community to enjoy them-

selves.” Meanwhile, Orange Tornadoes 

Head Coach Randy Daniels said that the 

event was “all about giving back to the com-

munity.” 

Sharon Bagley was in attendance and 

was happy that Summers hosted this camp. 

Her son Malcolm Bagley was an all-state 

player at Orange High but was killed in an 

incident of gun violence. She was proud of 

Summers and his work with the event.  

Photos By   
Devon Cafaro  

it," Hall told "Local Talk" from his office 
May 13. "Our union wanted to make sure 
that our members, who are essential work-
ers, and our community are safe." 

Hall talked with "Local Talk" before the 
event opened at 10 a.m. Tuesday and just 
before its 2 p.m. closing. The president of 
the AFL-CIO-affiliated local first sat under 
the breakfast tent, fielding phone calls and 
questions from organizers and prospective 
patients. 

“Our members work in supermarkets, 
nursing homes, are teamsters (truckers) - 
essential workers,” explained Hall. “Many 
of them are from this area (Essex County), 
work in low-wage jobs and are black and 
brown.” 

Some of Local 108's members and their 
families had their work hours reduced or be-
came unemployed soon after the global pan-
demic reached here in March 2020. Hall, his 
officers and partners started out distributing 

food bags this time last year. 
The first food giveaway, which was 

opened to the greater community and May 
11's vaccination was a seasonal departure for 
Hall. He would normally be ramping up 
preparations for the annual Memorial Day 
African American Heritage Parade in New-
ark. 

Other aspects of the pandemic, sickness 
and death, began to set in among Local 108 
and other families in the pre-vaccine stage. 
It made the pandemic personal. 

"There were weeks," said Hall, "where I 
was attending funerals for members and 
families." 

Hall and Local Community Engagement 
and Outreach Liaison Taieta El-Amin, when 
the opportunity to get COVID vaccines 
arose, called Essex County Executive Joseph 
DiVincenzo and Anibal Ramos, Jr. - the lat-
ter as the county's director of citizen ser-
vices. 

DiVincenzo (D-Roseland) and Ramos 

VACCINATION (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Role Of The Economy 
In Our Financial Decisions  

 
Personal financial manage-

ment has various aspects; in-
come is generated, then we have 
to decide how to use this in-
come. Budgeting is one way to 
track our money and make the 
most out of it. In the budgeting 
process we should get to the 
point where we factor in saving. 
Saving is the lifeline to the fu-
ture.  

Tomorrow will come. As a 
result, we need to prepare for 
that. Once we are saving, we 
need to set up our emergency 
fund. An emergency fund can be 
structured to cover our expenses 
for 3, 6 or 12 months in case the 
worst happens, and we lose our 
job with no income coming in. 
After we have accomplished 
that, we can now turn to invest-
ing our money.  

Stocks are a long-term in-
vestment vehicle that will give 
us an opportunity to grow the 
value of our money with time. 
Apart from investing our money, 
we have other goals that we 
need to target. Should we buy a 
house or rent? What about get-
ting a new car or buying a used 
car? We could also lease instead 
of buying a car. We want to go 
on vacations occasionally.  

To avoid creating a financial 
hole for ourselves, it is prudent 
to make adequate financial plans 
for vacations such that we do not 
distort our finances. We need to 
buy food, clothing, gas and pay 
bills. There are many financial 
decisions that we have to con-
sider. In all of these, one major 
reality is that all financial deci-
sions must always be made with 
due consideration to what is 

happening around us and more 
specifically, in the economy. 

An economy refers to the 
institutional arrangements in 
place that direct all resources in 
diverse directions. Economics 
studies how society utilizes its 
resources to satisfy the various 
needs and wants of people. 

When we are making our 
financial decisions, the economy 
must be understood on a basic 
level at the least. For example, if 
you want to buy a home or a car, 
you will want to assess the cur-
rent state of the economy before 
making your decision. Timing is 
everything. Most people would 
not opt to buy a car or a house at 
a time when interest rates are 
rising.  

Alternatively, those buying 
stocks would not want to buy 
stocks at a time when stock pric-
es are rising through the roof. 
After all, the stock market is 
simply that, a market. To make 
money in the stock market a 
basic principle would be to buy 
low and sell high. In other 
words, one ideally should look 
for stocks whose prices have 
fallen and are expected to rise. 
That way the chance of earning 
large capital gains exists. This is 
quite like a businessman that 
would buy electronics at a low 
price and then add their margin 
to make a healthy profit. 

Covid has impacted the 
global economy and for years to 
come it will continue to do so.  
When the pandemic started in 
2020, many companies had to 
make tough decisions. Some de-
cided that it was a prudent move 
to let their staff go. With many 
businesses operating from home 
and shut down to the public, 
some businesses could not sur-
vive and had to shut their doors 
permanently. 

As a result of the pandemic, 
we saw unemployment rise. 
Those who were unemployed 
had to go into their savings to 
survive. Keep in mind, we did 
not foresee the pandemic so 
planning for it was out of the 
question. That is why we always 
advise people to save for an 
emergency fund as a top priori-
ty. Life brings changes in our 
circumstances that at times are 
beyond our control. Emergency 
funds are meant for those un-
planned situations that will im-
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Municipality  5-5-2021  5-12-2021  Deaths  Deaths  

Belleville  5678 5654 110 110 

Bloomfield  5287 5286 119 118 

Caldwell  607 611 16 16 

Cedar Grove  1527 1536 119 119 

East Orange  7027 7058 301 296 

Essex Fells  191 191 2 2 

Fairfield  869 875 31 31 

Glen Ridge  393 395 13 13 

Irvington  4613 4644 227 223 

Livingston  1820 1823 85 84 

Maplewood  1283 1286 36 36 

Millburn  817 823 10 10 

Montclair  2265 2262 72 72 

Newark  36775 36651 975 961 

North Caldwell  487 485 6 6 

Nutley  3039 3024 64 64 

Orange  3522 3520 131 130 

Roseland  470 473 16 16 

South Orange  845 853 16 16 

Verona  988 992 18 18 

West Caldwell  1057 1053 52 52 

West Orange  4567 4555 228 228 

Total  84127 84050 2647 2621 

OTHER COVID-19 TALLIES (As of May 12, 2021) 

NJ: 881,635 cases / 23,234 deaths (Plus 2,648 probable) 

United States (approx.): 32.8 Million / 583,200 deaths 

Worldwide (approx.): 159.85 Million / 3.32 Million deaths 

 

The CDC has given formal recommendation for use of the 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine on 12 to 15-year-olds. 

Weekly Statistics from May 5 - May 12, 2021 

pact our income negatively. 
With the successful develop-

ment of vaccines, we knew there 
was light at the end of the tun-
nel. People are being vaccinated 
and this gives us hope that soon 
we will return to some type of 
new normal. Businesses are reo-

pening and beginning to hire. 
Unfortunately, one major 

problem the pandemic created 
for our economies worldwide is 
that it distorted and destroyed 
aspects of the global supply 
chain. A global supply chain is 

(Continued on page 10) 

Moses Ayiku, Jr. MBA  OP/ED 
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(D-Newark) called Sheriff Ar-
mando Fontoura (D-Fairfield) to 
bring up some of the latter's of-
ficers to support the vaccination 
event. Sheriff's officers have 
been performing similar tasks 
across the county's five regional 
COVID vaccination centers. 

"I can't thank DiVincenzo 
and Ramos enough for their 
help," said Hall. "I want to thank 
our members' companies to al-
low them to get vaccinated with-
out losing a day's pay. That in-
cludes City Supermarket, Supre-
mo, Xtra and Pueblo." 

Hall and "Local Talk" were 
interrupted by a man who identi-
fied as an employer from up 
Springfield Avenue. He asked if 
his employees could get their 
shots here and if they had to pay 
anything. 

"Bring them up - it's free," 
said Hall, "and have breakfast 
on us." 

Hall publicized the event 
through “Local Talk,” social 
media and word of mouth." That 
announcement includes an edu-
cational element. 

"I'm aware that some black 
and brown people are apprehen-

sive about the vaccine," said 
Hall. "There's a history. My atti-
tude is that vaccines can save 
lives and the lives of families 
and lives in the community." 

Local 108's handbills includ-
ed that "There have been over 
237 million doses administered 
to date in the U.S." President 
Joseph Biden aims to have 70 
percent of the 330 million 
Americans vaccinated by July 1 
for herd immunity. 

Gov. Phil Murphy is looking 
for a similar state goal: more 
than six million of the state's 
nine million residents. 

Murphy, however, noted in 
his May 3 Coronavirus briefing 
May 3 that 16 of the state's 565 
municipalities have 40 percent 
or less of their populations vac-
cinated. Those municipalities of 
10,000-plus residents include 
Newark, at 38 percent; Orange, 
36; East Orange, 32 and Irving-
ton, 29. 

"This isn't going to be a 
competition between towns or 
meant to shame any communi-
ty," said Murphy (D-Rumson). 
"Having these numbers out there 
for everyone to see is important 
to ensure that everyone is work-
ing and pulling together." 

VACCINATION (Cont. from pg 5) 

the UK’s position as an interna-
tional leader on LGBT equality, 
having legalized same-sex mar-
riage and introduced one of the 
world’s most comprehensive 
legislative frameworks for pro-
tecting LGBT people from vio-
lence and discrimination. 

 

AFRICA 
 

Congo Attack Proves Fatal  
 
The United Nations Security 

Council strongly condemned the 

May 10 attack on the UN peace-
keeping mission in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), in which one Malawian 
blue helmet was killed. 

The attack, which took place 
near the town of Beni in the res-
tive North Kivu province, was 
carried out by suspected mem-
bers of the Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF) armed group. 

In a press statement, Security 
Council members “condemned 
in the strongest terms” all attacks 
and provocations against the UN 
peacekeeping in the DRC 
(known by its French acronym, 

MONUSCO). 
They “stressed the im-

portance of MONUSCO having 
the necessary capacities to fulfil 
its mandate and promote the 
safety and security of the UN 
peacekeepers, pursuant to rele-
vant Security Council resolu-
tions.” 

The members also reiterated 
their full support for the UN 
force and expressed their deep 
appreciation to the mission’s 
troop and police-contributing 
countries. 

In a separate statement, Sec-
retary-General António Guterres 

also denounced the attack. 
He recalled that attacks 

against UN peacekeepers may 
constitute a war crime, and 
called on the Congolese authori-
ties to investigate the incident 
and swiftly bring those responsi-
ble to justice. 

“The Secretary-General reaf-
firms that the United Nations, 
through his Special Representa-
tive in the DRC, will continue to 
support the Congolese Govern-
ment and people in their efforts 
to bring about peace and stability 
in the east of the country,” the 
statement added. 

WORLD NEWS (Cont. from pg 4) 

"Those four towns you men-
tioned," said Hall Tuesday after-
noon, "are the ones where many 
of our members and their fami-
lies live and work in." 

Murphy has meanwhile di-
rected state, county and munici-
pal level governments to reach 
out and into their underserved 
communities as part of his 
"Operation Jersey Summer." 

Essex County, for example, 
is among those who are switch-
ing gears. DiVincenzo, citing 
monthly regional vaccination 
rates dropping from 28,000 to 

4,000 among all five regional 
centers, closed all but the Essex 
County College-Newark and for-
mer West Orange Kmart.  

The county, instead, is part-
nering with the likes of Local 
108 to bring the vaccinations to 
the neighborhoods. 

Local 108 and the county will 
reopen their "Pop-Up" center 
here for May 11 patients who got 
their first Moderna shots. They 
are invited back for their second 
shots June 8. Details are to be 
announced.  
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Is It Possible To Catch 
The Coronavirus After 

Being Vaccinated? 

   
Ever heard the popular say-

ing, ‘never say never?’ Well, our 
article today is going to be very 
much on that theme. 

The consensus now is that 
getting a vaccine essentially 
eliminates your risk of getting 
the coronavirus. I mean, that’s 
the whole point of getting a vac-
cine. There has been so much 
work over the last few months to 
ensuring that a vaccine is availa-
ble for use. Much of that work 
has yielded unprecedented suc-
cess, with vaccines being availa-
ble for use today. 

Essentially, what the corona-

virus vaccines do is ramp up the 
body’s immune response to the 
coronavirus before even getting 
the virus. This way, when the 
body eventually encounters the 
virus, it is better equipped to 
fight it. And for a novel vaccine, 
released just around a year after 
the coronavirus first hit the US, 
the results have been superb. 

This effectiveness is un-
doubtedly due in part to the new 
mRNA technology, which 
doesn’t actually see a dead or 
weakened strain of the virus in-
jected to the body, as is common 
with most viruses. What I’m get-
ting at is, the coronavirus vac-
cine is very effective and safe, 
and that’s what the general pop-
ulation believes. 

This is why it came as a huge 
shock to Robin Hauser, who got 
the virus after being vaccinated. 
And not just him now, but there 
have been a few cases around 
the country where people test 
positive for the virus after being 
fully vaccinated. Emphasis on 
fully now, because taking one 
shot of the Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccine only guarantees about 
50-80% protection from the vi-
rus. 

Even after getting both vac-
cine doses, scientists estimate 
that it takes two weeks before 
the person can actually be said to 
be fully immunized from the vi-
rus. There have been reports of 
people getting the virus after tak-
ing one shot, and this isn’t too 
out of place. But this isn’t what 

happened with Hauser and many 
others, as they got the virus more 
than two weeks after getting 
their second vaccine shot. As 
you may imagine, this led to few 
eyebrows being raised in the 
public space, particularly among 
those that never supported the 
vaccine in the first place. 

So, can you actually get the 
coronavirus even after being ful-
ly vaccinated? Yes, absolutely, 
and cases like this are referred to 
as breakthrough cases. While 
these cases are extremely rare, 
they are possible. Breakthrough 
cases aren’t peculiar just to the 
coronavirus, though. Virtually 
all vaccines don’t 100% guaran-
tee protection from infection. 
The chances of getting the infec-
tion are, in reality, extremely 
low but not absolutely absent. 
Take the coronavirus, for in-

stance; your chances of getting 
the virus after getting vaccinated 
is less than 0.5%. 

But even if there’s a 
0.0001% chance, it means infec-
tion may still arise. And that’s 
the case with Hauser and several 
others. But there is really noth-
ing to fear on this front, though, 
because the chances of hospitali-
zation or death are practically 
zero. 

Aside from the individual’s 
immune system not getting total-
ly primed to fight the infection, 
there are still other reasons 
breakthrough cases may occur, 
like poor vaccine administration. 
This is common in underdevel-
oped regions where the vaccines 
are in poor condition before ad-
ministration due to poor storage, 
or they are administered wrong-

(Continued on page 12) 

the worldwide system that a 
business uses to produce prod-
ucts or services. Supply chains 
are about production and distri-
bution. Good and services are 
produced worldwide and moved 
from location to location. When 
you travel from one state to an-
other, especially by road, you 
will see many trucks on the road 
carrying goods meant for stores, 
the malls and other business en-
tities.  

There is a process by which 
goods are produced and then 
sent to locations where people 
are willing to pay for them. Im-
ports and exports are constantly 
taking place and constitute part 
of the global supply chain. 
Covid has altered many supply 
chains. As a result, we expect 
that in the coming months we 

will see some of the adverse im-
pacts of Covid distorting our 
supply chains. 

Currently, many restaurants 
for example are reopening to the 
public. However, last year, as 
these businesses closed and laid 
of their employees, those work-
ers found other sources of in-
come and or other jobs. A year 
later their previous jobs are now 
available, but those workers are 
elsewhere, and many do not in-
tend to go back to their old jobs. 
The problem restaurants are fac-
ing is that they are having chal-
lenges hiring new people! This 
of course will affect the ability 
of these restaurants to fully cater 
to their customers. 

In the gas sector, we did not 
travel much during Covid. With 
quarantine, we all consumed less 
gas in 2020. Most people were 
working from home and didn’t 

need to travel to work. The driv-
ers who normally transport our 
gas were also laid off. They also 
had to find alternative sources of 
income. A year later, gas 
transport companies are strug-
gling to hire qualified drivers to 
distribute gas. Consequently, we 
have started seeing an increase 
in gas prices. 

During the pandemic, we 
were all advised not to travel. 
The travel industry was especial-
ly hit by the pandemic. With no 
one traveling, airlines made 
large losses. Some airlines pivot-
ed to moving medical supplies 
and other goods. Hotels were 
empty as people were not travel-
ing. Some hotels came up with 
creative ways to attract clients. 
They created work packages for 
the public. In other words, some 
hotels provided daily rates for 
people to rent their rooms for 

work purposes. This was a way 
of providing an option of work-
space to those who could not 
concentrate on work at home. 

With increased levels of vac-
cinations, we expect that more 
people would begin looking at 
their travel plans. People are fed 
up quite naturally, after being 
cooped up for one year plus be-
cause of the pandemic and 
would want to travel. We can 
expect that the travel industry 
will continue to see an uptick in 
customers as everyone tries to 
move on with their lives. 

With so many of us staying 
at home and not able to spend as 
much as we normally do, Ameri-
cans have saved a lot of money. 
As the economy reverts to a new 
normal, expect those who saved 
money to start spending some of 
it. This will boost businesses. 

FINANCE (Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 14) 



 

 

NEWARK - A former Munici-
pal Council candidate was 
among the eight candidates of 
even towns whom the New Jer-
sey Election Law Enforcement 
Commission issued for filing 
violations. 

The NJELEC has fined coun-
cil candidate Shawn X. McCray, 
along with seven others, for hav-
ing filed sworn campaign dona-
tion statements years late. 
McCray, as of April 7, was fined 
$450.20 for filing his candidate 
sworn statement "nearly six-and-
a-half years late" from his 2014 
campaign. 

A majority of registered 
ward voters placed McCray, who 
ran on his own "New Hope for 
the Central Ward" banner, third 
to challenger Gayle Chaneyfield-
Jenkins and incumbent Darrin S. 
Sharif in an eight-way election. 
May 13, 2014. Chaneyfield-
Jenkins defeated Sharif in the 
June 10 runoff. 

McCray, a Newark native 
and lifelong resident, finished 
second to winner LaMonica R. 
McIver in the 2018 Central 
Ward regular and runoff elec-
tions. The Central High School 
Boys Basketball coach regularly 
airs TheGrind podcast. 

A Victory Gardens council 
candidate was fined an overall 
$45,600 for failing to report con-
tributions or making a sworn 
statement from his 2015-17 cam-
paigns. 

The state commission levied 
$53,405.76 in fines from their 
May 5 and April 7 rounds of vio-
lation announcements. 

 
IRVINGTON - The alleged 
trespasser who township police 
and Essex County Sheriff's Of-
ficers "apprehended" in Irving-

ton Park 5:30 a.m. May 7 was 
not an ordinary suspect. 

Irvington Public Safety Di-
rector Tracy Bowers said that the 
suspect, who matched the de-
scription by residents at Levental 
Avenue and Wolf Place at 1:30 
a.m. Friday, had to be treated 
like a cub. 

Responding IPD officers, 
while taping off the county park, 
called for backup from sheriff's 
officers and the N.J Department 
of Environmental Protection's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife. 

The suspect, who Irvingtoni-
ans reported to authorities rum-
maging through garbage cans 
and then up a tree, was a mature 
black bear. It is the first bruin 
sighted and removed since one 
by the Burch Charter School/St. 
Leo's Roman Catholic Church 
on June 8, 2018. 

Fish and Wildlife wardens 
tranquilized the bear and trans-
ported it to a more natural habi-
tat beyond “Local Talk” Land. It 
had taken the pear about four 
hours to walk about 1.1 miles or 
10 blocks north to the park. 

"I've told residents who 
asked me that this bear came to 
Irvington Park because it knows 
how safe, clean and enjoyable all 
of Essex County parks are," said 
Sheriff Armando Fontoura. 
"Patience and tolerance paid off 
in making sure that neither the 
bear nor any of our Essex Coun-
ty residents were harmed." 
 
EAST ORANGE - What started 
as a fatal shooting of a Newark 
man in a Third Ward house's af-
ter-hours party here May 1 has 
resulted in the arrest of another 
Newark man 48 hours later. 

Acting Essex County Prose-
cutor Theodore "Ted" Stephens 
II and East Orange Police Chief 
Phyllis Bindi announced that 
they have arrested Terance Nel-
son, 34, in the murder of Shakur 
Robinson, 34. Nelson is accused 
of walking into the basement of 
a house on the 510 block of 
South Clinton Street, shooting 
Robinson in the head at 3:30 
a.m. May 1 and walking away. 

Robinson, a father of two 
and an International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters Local 210 member, 
was declared at the scene. 

Neighbors told responding 
EOPD officers and ECPO Homi-
cide Task Force detectives that 
one of the house's occupants 
have held post-2 a.m. parties "on 
most weekends" and that the oc-

cupant's family members were 
involved with party operations.  
The same residents said that they 
had told authorities of the par-
ties. 

It is not known whether Nel-
son and Robinson were acquaint-
ed with each other. Early morn-
ing traffic, including NJTransit's 
No. 94 buses, was detoured dur-
ing the field investigation. 

Nelson is being held on a 
count each of murder, an ex-
felon possessing a weapon, pos-
sessing a weapon without a per-
mit and possession thereof for an 
illegal purpose. 

 
ORANGE - The Orange Water 
Department and its manager, Su-
ez North America, while stress-
ing that Orange's water is safe to 
drink, has passed along an April 
27 notice from the DEP that they 
violated two water quality stand-
ards since Jan. 1. 

The state agency told Suez 
and OWD that it had exceeded 
standards for pH balance and 
orthophosphate 78 times - so far 
- since Jan. 1. By "so far," The 
DEP is sampling and testing pe-
riods run until June 30. 

Orthophosphate is a chemi-
cal added between Orange's well 
fields in Millburn and East Han-
over and the Chestnut Street 
pumping station. The chemical is 
used to prevent corrosion and 
lead buildup in pipelines and fix-
tures. 

The DEP asserts that Suez 
had failed to adjust to the DEP's 
tighter pH and orthophosphate 
standards that took effect Jan. 1. 
Suez has since readjusted. The 
state agency files the Tier 2 Pub-
lic Notice when the exceedances 
go beyond nine days within a six
-month period. 

 
 Orange Water and Suez 

have meanwhile been adjusting 
their water quality process to 
adhere to the DEP's new PFOA 
content standards since March 
15. The agency set stricter stand-
ards than the federal EPA to re-
duce the amount of the 
"nonstick" PFOSA family of 
"forever" chemicals. 

 
WEST ORANGE - Council-
woman Michelle Casalino asked 
Council President Cindy Matute-
Brown, Mayor Robert Parisi and 
the May 4 Township Council 
meeting's virtual audience for, 
and was granted permission, to 
open the session with a moment 

of silence for “longtime Deputy 
Mayor Zal Velez.” 

"Zal loved this community," 
added Parisi. "He served as Dep-
uty Mayor for almost 30 years, 
working with three administra-
tions and has always been a 
trusted voice and friend to many. 
He had an infectious optimism, 
making it impossible to ever be 
with him and not feel good about 
the world." 

Then-Mayor Sam Spina first 
appointed Dr. Gonzalo "Zal" Ve-
lez Deputy Mayor in the 1990s. 
Mayors John McKeon and Parisi 
kept him there. 

Velez and wife Josie came 
here from their native Philip-
pines in 1974. Zal used his doc-
torate in Education to serve as 
Education Commission during 
President Ronald Regan's Ad-
ministration 1981-89 and to run 
the International Cultural and 
Education Association. 

Velez, under his "Cristo Rey 
Aluman" pen name, wrote three 
Philippine historical novels and 
the "Apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary." The longtime Our 
Lady of Lourdes parishioner has 
raised funds and supplies for Ty-
phoon Haiyan victims and un-
derprivileged Smokey Mountain 
children. 

The father of Mary Jo and 
the late Anthony, grandfather of 
seven and brother of Alberto and 
the late Teodoro died from res-
piratory failure April 28. A Fu-
neral Mass was held in Our Lady 
of Lourdes, prior to internment 
at East Hanover's Gate of Heav-
en Cemetery, May 7.  

 
SOUTH ORANGE - The four-
way race for three Village Trus-
tee seats up for May 11's elec-
tion, although votes are still be-
ing counted through press time, 
has been called in the "Devoted, 
Dependable & Diverse" team's 
favor. 

Essex County Clerk Christo-
pher Durkin, with 12 of 13 poll-
ing precincts reporting Tuesday 
night, has DDD's Braynard 
"Bobby" Brown as its top vote-
getter with 1,029 votes or 32.05 
percent. The former NFL foot-
ball player will start his first 
term on or by July 1. 

Incumbent Karen Hartshorn 
Hiltron gets her second term 
with 1,008 or 31.39. Running 
mate William "Bill" Haskins re-
ceived his first term at 991 or 
30.86. Haskins and Brown will 

(Continued on page 12) 

DISCLAIMER: The following items are 

primarily drawn from first responders. 

Responders' accounts may not be their 

full activity range. Grand juries hand 

down indictments when evidence pre-

sented them warrant a trial. Named 

suspects/defendants are innocent until 

proven guilty beyond a reasonable 

doubt in a court of law.  
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The Celebration  
Of Heroes  

 

Please join me in a follow-up 
reflection on The Celebration of 
Heroines, which spoke to our 
communities' great mothers and 
women. In this reflection, I 
speak of The Celebration of He-
roes, which directs us to fathers 
and men who have been faithful, 
especially during this pandemic.  

These heroes have not fol-
lowed the unscrupulous behav-
iors or lack of courage that bor-
ders on the risks that have led to 
the destruction of many. Instead, 
they have demonstrated that as 
birth fathers and caring men, 
they are protectors of their fami-
lies and have not been unwilling 
to wear their masks and take the 
vaccinations, thus showing how 
much they are careful.  

My focus on the celebration 
of heroes goes beyond the fa-
thers who have been faithful in 
the pandemic, however. The 

world around us today is project-
ing mostly on men who think 
that prestige, power, and person-
al needs, are more important 
than the care of their families 
and forgetting that the communi-
ty about them is always more 
blessed when heroic men inhabit 
it. 

Yes, I have heard so much of 
the news lately giving attention 
to the violence of men. The sto-
ries of sexually abusive men, 
such as the soldiers in war zones, 
men who rape women, men who 
seem not to care about their re-
sponsibility as fathers, are con-
stantly in the news. As I listen to 
the news, I wonder whether our 
women and children can bypass 
such news to see that some fa-
thers and men can be celebrated 
as heroes. 

Maybe, you might say that I 
am jealous for my men, and truly 
I am because I have often 
wished that our world had more 
men upon whom our women and 
children can depend as heroes. 
Yes, it frustrates me, at times, 
that too many of our brothers-
men are not living up to the call-
ing of God for us to act as men 
of character, integrity, honesty, 
decency, trust, and love, as we 
are to be. At times in history, 
there seems to be a shortage of 

the kind of hero men of which I 
am thinking.  

When God called Noah to 
build the Ark. And the comment 
on Noah was: “But Noah found 
grace in the eyes of 
the Lord. These are the genera-
tions of Noah: Noah was a just 
man and perfect in his genera-
tions, and Noah walked with 
God.  The earth also was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was 
filled with violence. And God 
looked upon the earth, and, be-
hold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted his way upon the 
earth. And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come be-
fore me; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy them with 
the earth.” (Genesis 6:8, 9, 11-13 
KJV) 

In the same way, God called 
Abraham, and the comment is 
that: (God looked at) Abraham 
and said of him, “For I know 
him, that he will command his 
children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way 
of the LORD, to do justice and 
judgment; that the LORD may 
bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath spoken of him” (Genesis 
18:19) 

There are multiple other ex-
amples in Scripture, and we need 

only cite the above, but it is 
clearly demonstrated that there 
has to be a search for hero men 
often in history. There is good 
reason why Josiah Gilbert Hol-
land, the great American novelist 
and poet, in the mid-19th Centu-
ry wrote his most famous poem: 

 
God give us men. The time 
demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, 
true faith, and willing hands; 
Men whom the lust of office 
does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of of-
fice cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions 
and a will; 
Men who have honor; men 
who will not lie; 
Men who can stand before a 
demagogue 
And dam his treacherous 
flatteries without winking; 
Tall men, sun-browned, who 
live above the fog 
In public duty and in private 
thinking. 
 
Yes, we are truly at the mo-

ment in history when need fa-
thers and men can be celebrated 
as heroes. And just let me hope 
if you have read the above, you 
have been challenged to be a he-
ro man.  

From  
The 
Pastor’s 
Heart 
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ly. Another possible cause of 
breakthrough cases is a new 
strain or variant of the virus, as 
is common now in some parts of 
the world. 

Most of the people against 
vaccination usually argue that if 
you can still get the virus after 
being vaccinated, why get vac-
cinated in the first place? To 
start with, in a study conducted 
among California healthcare 
workers, only 7 out of 14,990 
vaccinated people got the virus. 
That’s a whopping 0.04%! Yes, 
0.04%. This is pretty low, I’d 
say. So, it’s not like break-

through cases are common oc-
currences.  

Then again, we are in a fight 
to eradicate the coronavirus as 
soon as possible. That isn’t pos-
sible if cases keep rising, and 
vaccination is a tested and trust-
ed way of keeping cases low. 
There’s also the fact that hospi-
talizations and deaths are practi-
cally eradicated with vaccina-
tions, even in breakthrough cas-
es. 

To summarize, the corona-
virus may still arise after full 
vaccination, albeit unlikely, but 
these breakthrough cases pose 
minimal risk of hospitalization, 
death, or even showing symp-
toms in some cases.  

All of these further reinforce 

the pleas of health workers to 
still maintain coronavirus guide-
lines in populated areas after 
vaccination. Stay safe. 

 
This article was written by 

Dr. Adil Manzoor DO, a Board 
Certified Internist & Board Eli-
gible Pediatrician, who works as 
a Hospitalist, and Emergency 
Room Physician. He is also the 
current President of Garden 
State Street Medicine, a non-
profit organization whose sole 
purpose is to provide free pre-
ventive and acute urgent care 
services for the homeless. He is 
also the co-founder of his own 
unique medical practice Mobile 
Medicine NJ. 
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succeed the retiring Walter Clarke and Steve 
Schnall. Neil Chambers, running his "Vote 
for Kids" solo campaign, mustered 183 for 
5.7. 

The above results are unofficial for more 
than the usual fortnight allowance for chal-
lenges and recall. Durkin and Board of Elec-

tions Superintendent Linda von Nessi are 
allowing Vote By Mail Ballots that were put 
in the Village Center Sloan Street gazebo 
dropbox by 8 p.m. Tuesday to be counted. 

VBMs that were postmarked Tuesday 
and sent via the U.S. Postal Service will be 
welcomed in Durkin's Newark Hall of Rec-
ords office - so long as they are received on 
or by 4 p.m. May 17. Durkin, in a Tuesday 

afternoon report, said that 1,732 VBMBs, or 
12 percent of the village's registered voters, 
were mailed. 

The village's trustee contest was “Local 
Talk's” sole May non-partisan municipal 
election this year. Similar elections were 
held in Verona, Cedar Grove and 11 other 
New Jersey towns. 
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Heads Up!  
The Landlord-Tenant 
Court Is “A-changin”!  

 

The Supreme Court of the 
State of New Jersey is about to 
overhaul the Landlord Tenant 
Court!  

While Covid-19 exposed the 
deficiencies in the system, and 
the unparalleled emergency trig-
gered the suspension of residen-
tial evictions and the suspension 
of all landlord tenant trials, the 
system was already sorely in 
need of an overhaul. In March 
2021, a special committee estab-
lished by the Court’s Chief Jus-
tice, Stuart Rabner, issued a re-

port making eighteen recommen-
dations aimed at improving the 
system. Some of the recommen-
dations are designed to stream-
line the landlord tenant court 
process and others will likely 
have a greater impact of tenants. 

Housing policy in New Jer-
sey is tenant-friendly, and the 
new recommendations support 
that policy: “Housing stability is 
one pillar of our society.” The 
Legislature holds that stability in 
housing benefits everyone. Even 
a temporary loss of housing can 
trigger other dire consequences 
including, but certainly not lim-
ited to, loss of employment, in-
terruption in education, strained 
or broken connections with fam-
ily, friends and support systems. 
Property owners rely on steady 
rent payments to meet debt, pay 
property taxes and maintain and 
operate the buildings. 

Government indirectly relies 
on rent payments from tenant to 
landlord to fund public opera-
tions and maintain communities. 
At least from a policy stand-
point, New Jersey’s Anti-
Eviction Act seems secure. Con-
sequently, the goal of the Judici-
ary neutrality, transparency, and 
access so as to safeguard the 
rights of all parties especially 
those who navigate the court 
process without a lawyer. The 

courts must maintain efficiency 
and bolster procedural supports 
so that all attorneys and parties 
have options to resolve matters 
via settlement or judicial deter-
mination. 

One of the most significant 
recommendations is that land-
lords may be required to submit 
at the beginning of the process 
his legal rationale for filing the 
complaint. That might require 
submitting leases and perhaps 
payment histories along with the 
complaint. Currently, Landlord 
tenant complaints are reviewed 
only for sufficiency, that is to 
say, reviewed to see if the Com-
plaint is signed; whether repre-
sentation by an attorney is re-
quired, whether payment of ap-
propriate filing fee has been 
made.  

The recommended review 
would cover more substantive 
areas with respect to legal suffi-
ciency such as statutory jurisdic-
tion so that problems with com-
plaints are identified and reme-
died as early as possible. This 
early, enhanced review would 
not prevent parties from raising 
issues - including as to jurisdic-
tion or other potential factual 
disputes - before or at trial. To 
the renter this might mean that 
Landlords will require a new sig-
nature on a renewal rather than 

the tenant’s agreement to same 
terms and the payment of an in-
creased amount.  

 Landlords will want to make 
their positions rock-solid so as 
not to be knocked out of court 
before they get started. You can 
rest assured that if more is re-
quired of the landlord, the land-
lord will pass that along to the 
tenant. To the landlords of 
smaller rentals, two-, three-
family units, it would mean actu-
ally keeping good records, hav-
ing signed leases and other pa-
perwork that is often tedious for 
them to maintain, but should be 
required. 

I think the most significant 
recommendation advises that the 
Judiciary should expand oppor-
tunities for resolving landlord 
tenant cases before trial by es-
tablishing a Landlord Tenant 
Legal Specialist (LTLS) Pro-
gram. The program would in-
clude trained legal staff to con-
duct required case management 
conferences, confidential settle-
ment conferences, and other ad-
ministrative functions that sup-
port judicial functions.  

I, for one, am looking for-
ward to seeing what changes are 
actually implemented. From my 
review, all of the recommenda-
tions will improve how citizens 
are served in the court.  

Cassandra Savoy, Esq.  
OP/ED 

When businesses get more cus-
tomers and make more money, 
they in turn will hire more peo-
ple and spend more to provide 
what the public is willing to pay 
for.  

In that sense we could be 
looking at an economic boom. 
When one factors in the various 
stimulus programs that injected 
trillions of dollars into the econ-
omy, we can all have a cautious 

but optimistic view of how the 
economy will perform in the 
future. 

In part of the country, many 
people are trying to buy homes, 
the problem is that we have a 
historically low stock of houses 
on the market for sale. This in 
turn is causing housing prices to 
rise in various areas. Why, be-
cause with a limited stock of 
houses, those that want to buy 
homes are pushing the prices up 
as they bid for the homes. 

The above issues raised en-
tail positive as well as negative 
impacts. All of us need to regu-
larly monitor what is happening 
in the economy on a regular ba-
sis. As we get information about 
the economy, it can assist us in 
our financial planning decisions. 
Listening to the economic, busi-
ness, and financial market news 
on a daily basis is one way to 
ensure that we are on top of 
what is happening in the econo-
my. This is something that we 

all need to be doing if we are to 
make well informed financial 
decision.   

Please feel free to share with 
me your questions and experi-
ences on stocks and invest-
ments. I will do my best to re-
spond, and, in some cases, I will 
write on some of these ques-
tions.  

Your questions and com-
ments can be sent to localtalk-
news@gmail.com 

FINANCE (Cont. from page 10) 

MAPLEWOOD - The South 
Orange-Maplewood School Dis-
trict's $159.6 million 2021-22 
budget, featuring a 3.2-percent 
local tax levy increase, is now in 
the hands of Essex County Su-
perintendent Joseph Zarra for his 
inspection and approval. Copies 
have also been furnished to the 
respective South Orange and 
Maplewood municipal govern-

ments. 
A majority of the two-town 

board of education passed the 
$159.683,232 budget on a May 3 
5-3-1 split budget. SOMSD 
BOE Members Elissa Malespi-
na, Johanna Wright and Kamal 
Zubieta dissented; Susan Bergin 
was absent. 

The overall budget, as intro-
duced March 15 by Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Ronald Taylor, 
is $2.54 million - or 1.6 percent 
more - than the current 
$157,141,232 million spending 

plan. 
The new budget reflects sev-

eral line item increases, starting 
with a 22.51 percent increase in 
state aid to $22.5 million. Tren-
ton, through the state Education 
Department, added to the current 
$5,880,802 in part to help defray 
the expense of renovating the 
Seth Boyden Demonstration and 
Clinton, Jefferson and Tuscan 
elementary schools. 

They are four of the district's 
10 schools whose improvements 
will be otherwise being funded 

by last year's $157 million bond 
issue. The bond issue, on the 
other hand, boosts the district's 
debt service by 45.98 percent to 
$9,311,827. 

Although the overall district 
budget has increased by the two 
percent maximum, 87 percent of 
the revenue comes from Maple-
wood and South Orange proper-
ty owners. The two-town district 
property tax increase is separate 
from what Maplewood, South 
Orange and/or Essex County el-
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ders set. 
"If we purport to care about those 

families who are less financially stable 
right now," asked dissenter Zubieta, "then 
why aren't we worried about the money in 
their pockets?" 

 
BLOOMFIELD - A Newark man will be 
seeing a lot of the Bloomfield Municipal 
Court this month after his second arrest 
for allegedly shoplifting from a hardware 
store here 26 days apart in April. 

Bloomfield Public Safety Director 
Samuel DeMaio said that officers had re-
sponded to a shoplifting call from the 
Home Depot on April 26. They were met 
by the store's loss prevention officer and a 
detained Alexander Carrion, 37. 

The LPO accused Carrion of taking a 
$199 Ryobi toolset and "attempting to 
walk past all points of sale" without pay-
ing. 

Those here at 1 Municipal Plaza and 
60 Orange St. may have asked, "You, 
again?" to Carrion, who was last picked 
up by BPD at Bloomfield Avenue and 
Berkeley Place April 1. 

Carrion, that Thursday, matched the 
description the LPO gave of a man who 
ran away from the store with a "$299 
electric chainsaw." 

Carrion, both times, was given a sum-
mons with a court date. Both the toolset 
and the chainsaw were recovered. 

 
MONTCLAIR - Township residents and 
officials may well remember when the 
late Olympia Dukakis won Best Support-
ing Actress for her role in "Moonstruck" 
at the 60th Academy Awards April 18, 
1988. 

Dukakis, 89, who died in her Manhat-
tan apartment May 1, was unexpectedly 
bestowed a Golden Globe that January for 
portraying Cher's worldly mother. She 
made it onto the academy's stage, held her 
Oscar statue high overhead and shouted, 
"Go, Michael!" to first cousin and Presi-
dential candidate George Dukakis. 

Dukakis, to some, became an over-
night sensation. The daughter of Lowell, 
Mass. textile workers, however, had been 
working some 58 years before the Oscar 
spotlight fell on her and Montclair. 

"I went from buying budget jeans and 
working 10-to-12 hours daily in the thea-
ter to getting parts and money a lot bet-
ter," recalled Dukakis from the century-
old Montclair home she and husband Lou-
is Zorich had been raising Christina, Peter 
and Stefan and since 1970. "I never let the 
success get to my head." 

Dukakis, who was born in Lowell 
June 20, 1931, had 130 off-Broadway 
play roles and some television credits 
when author Nora Ephron cast her in 
1986's "Heartburn." The Boston Universi-
ty Master of Fine and Performing Arts 

degree-holder had been teaching acting at 
NYU for 15 years. 

She and Zorich co-founded and ran 
the Whole Theater Company here 1971-
90.  Dukakis, when a camera crew filmed 
her reaction to being nominated by the 
academy at their Upper Montclair home, 
made a point of mentioning the Whole 
Theater. 

The "Moonstruck" awards started a 
string of movie and television credits, 
from "Steel Magnolias" to the 1993-2019 
"Tales of The City" series. That string 
continued when she and Zorich - the 
Whole Theater closing in 1900 and their 
children grown - left Montclair for NYC 
in 2000. 

Brother Apollo Dukakis announced 
her sister's death on Facebook. Four 
grandchildren are also among her survi-
vors; Louis died in 2018. No public me-
morials have been announced as of press 
time. 

 
GLEN RIDGE - Not all of the recycling 
materials borough residents put curbside 
are not reaching Atlantic Coast Fibers's 
Passaic transfer plant - and this is by an 
interim design. 

The Borough Council had approved 
what Business Administrator Michael Zi-
chelli calls May 6 "a temporary arrange-
ment with Atlantic Coast with another 
vendor" for the time being. 

Atlantic Coast's Passaic plant has not 
been able to take all of Glen Ridge's recy-
cling since it suffered a major fire Jan. 29-
30. The blaze, which brought 25 fire de-
partments among four counties in mutual 
aid, did an estimated $22 million in dam-
ages. 

What was left of ACF's Passaic plant 
was demolished. The company has since 
transferred its clients' materials to their 
Lakewood, Neptune and Tinton Falls fa-
cilities when practical. 

 
BELLEVILLE - Township building code 
inspectors may be filing a report while 
you read this about how a Silver Lake 
backyard deck had collapsed Monday, 
injuring seven people - including three 
firefighters. 

A Belleville Fire Department spokes-
man said that a group of officers suffered 
minor injuries when the back porch deck 
of a Belmont Avenue house gave way at 
about 4:45 p.m. They, and a fourth person 
who was injured, were taken to RWJBar-
nabas Clara Maass Hospital for treatment 
and released. 

The firefighters and a local EMS am-
bulance crew were returning a resident 
back to her home through a sliding back 
door. It is not known whether that person 
was among the injured. 

The incident was first captured by a 
WNBC News 4 New York traffic helicop-
ter. Its footage was also carried Tuesday 
by News12 New Jersey. 
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New Jersey Anger Management 
 

● Certified Anger Resolution Therapists 
● Crisis Intervention Services 
● Domestic Violence Counseling 

 

Se Habla  
 

121 Newark Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Newjerseyangermanagement@gmail.com 

 

(973) 795-4300 

Se Habla Español 

 
 

This includes corner stores, bodegas,  
supermarkets, etc. and other  

stores / outlets with retail capability. 
 

Local Talk is currently taking  
reservations for its new program.  

 
CALL 973-280-7547 FOR MORE INFO. 

NATIONWIDE PEST MANAGEMENT LLC 

 
P.O. Box 4062 
East Orange, NJ 07019      Terence Wilson 
(973) 672-8358 ● Fax: (973) 672-2560    Service Consultant 

www.nationwidepestmanagement.com                    nationwidepest@aol.com 
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