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A photo from Perseverance shows some
of the Martian landscape.
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By Lev D. Zilbermints

Drug addicts. Rape. Stabbings.
Theft. Fraud. Freezing cold rooms.
Spoiled or outdated food. Aggressive
security taking out their issues on ten-
ants. No police presence. Tenants be-
ing evicted without due process.

These are the alleged conditions at
HELP Center, located at 224 Sussex
Avenue, a homeless shelter that is

(CONDITIONS AT HOMELESS SHELTER

shelter, as it is officially called, are so
bad that homeless people would rather
sleep in the streets than go there. Mul-
tiple sources, both online and inter-
viewed, have said that the shelter needs
to be overhauled.

Safety concerns, violation of privacy,
favoritism and more

On January 27, 2021 rlsmedia.com

known as “death trap” on the streets of

.. (Continued on page 7)
Newark. Conditions at Urban Renewal

TRENTON - On Feb. 22, NJ Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy signed historic
adult-use cannabis reform bills into
law, legalizing and regulating can-
nabis use and possession for adults
21 years and older (A21 - “The
New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory,
Enforcement Assistance, and Mar-
ketplace Modernization Act”) and
decriminalizing  marijuana  and
hashish possession (A1897). The
Governor also signed S3454, clari-

Gov. Murphy holding the cannabis legislation
he signed. Photo via Gov. Murphy Twitter

Primary Care Multi Specialty Group
THE HEART CENTER OF THE ORANGES

MOVED

MARK/UANA LEGISLATION FINALLY PASSED

fying marijuana and cannabis use
and possession penalties for indi-
viduals younger than 21 years old.
“Our current marijuana prohibi-
tion laws have failed every test of
social justice, which is why for
years I’ve strongly supported the
legalization of adult-use cannabis.
Maintaining a status quo that al-
lows tens of thousands, dispropor-

(Continued on page 13)
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Fditorial
Dhiren Shah
Editor-In-Chief

Hello Readers,

President Joseph Biden is
trying hard to find out the ways
to expedite the process of vac-
cination. However, the corona-
virus cases are slowly increasing
in the United States. Texas, New
York, California, Florida, New
Jersey and some other states
have a slight uphill battle with
virus cases. The Biden admin-
istration is pushing hard to in-
crease vaccinations to reduce the
impact of COVID-19.

Biden’s administration is
sending masks to poor communi-
ties, thinking that they will use
the masks. However, they should
stop thinking about one commu-
nity over the other. We should
think of the United States as a
whole, and think about how to
control the virus within every
part of the United States. Also,

even today, some communities
think that the coronavirus is
hoax, while other communities
thinks that wvaccinations are
problematic. Plus, the African
American community does not
have great trust in mainstream
medicine.

According to The Washing-
ton Post, “This history of medi-
cal racism is often shorthanded
to a single word: Tuskegee. For
40 years the United States Public
Health Service, working with the
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama,
tracked the progression of un-
treated syphilis in poor Black
men, even after effective treat-
ments for the disease became
available - an appalling ethical
violation that cost Black people
their lives. News coverage in
1972 drew attention to the study,
and the resulting public pressure
brought it to an end. But the
Tuskegee study is just one of the
more recent and well-known epi-
sodes in the centuries-long histo-
ry of medical neglect, abuse and
exploitation of Black Americans.

The exploitation of Black
people in the future United
States began the moment en-
slaved Africans first disem-

barked on these shores, and the
medical abuse of the enslaved
was inextricably linked to their
bondage. Doctors plied their
trade in the slave quarters of
Southern plantations to protect
the slaveholder’s bottom line,
rather than to ensure the well-
being of the enslaved, and the
cures they offered were often
worse than the diseases they
aimed to treat. In return, they got
to practice their craft on non-
consenting patients with no ac-
cess to legal remedies should
they be harmed in the course of
treatment, as many were.”

In the United States, up until
February 22, 2021, there were
about 65 million vaccines dis-
tributed. However, only 19.9
million doses have been used.
So, only about 30% of the vac-
cines have been used. The Fed-
eral Government is distributing
the vaccines, but the state distri-
bution is under state, county and
city control. I have talked to
many people in different states,
but the topic is only one now:
vaccination. Every place is noth-
ing but mismanagement by the
states and local government. It
was good that they made differ-

ent layers to get a vaccination,
but without proper management
they cannot keep up with the
rules of the system. Those who
make the system do not follow
it, and their friends and family
members get a vaccination.

On the other side of the aisle,
African Americans are hesitant
to vaccinate. I have about 14
doctors in my extended family
and we talk about it many times.
Some of the medical practition-
ers have stated that vaccination
is good. Even though there is no
guarantee that you would not
catch coronavirus after getting
vaccinated, at least you may not
need to go to a hospital if you
are positive. After a few weeks,
the vaccine will give your im-
mune system strength to fight
the coronavirus. So, read about it
and make a wise decision. If
more than 70% of the population
gets vaccinated, there is a chance
that we may no longer need
masks and other restrictions.

Have a wonderful week.

D’ll talk to you next week.
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SPORTS WRAP &¢

By William Hathaway

On Feb. 22, Governor Phil
Murphy announced there will be
a limited number of people al-
lowed to attend professional and
college games in New Jersey
amid the Coronavirus pandemic.
Parents of college athletes will
be allowed to attend games ef-
fective immediately, and venues
with a 5,000 seating capacity or
more will be allowed to have a
10 percent of that capacity at
indoor games. This would in-
clude teams like the Devils and
Seton Hall. However, Rutgers
might be barred under Big Ten
COVID-19 rules.

There is a 15 percent cap for
outdoor events. For now, that
means the New York Giants and
New York Jets will be allowed
to have fans at MetLife Stadi-
um.

As for the Hall, a tough 81-
75 loss at Georgetown has the
men’s team on the bubble for
the NCAA Tournament. Mean-

while, the women’s basketball
team last week won a big game
against providence 67-55. The
Lady Pirates are 11-6 this sea-
son in the Big East Conference.

In local high school basket-
ball, the University High girls’
team from Newark has been
ranked 8th in the state Top 20
with an 8-0 record. Some key
victories include beating West
Orange 41-27 and a 60-30 win
over East Orange. In that game,
senior Tara Johnson captured
her 1000 point in her four years
at UHS. Other games this week
had Orange taking care of Belle-
ville 46-12 and West Side slip-
ping by Barringer 48-42.

Finally, golfer Tiger Woods
was badly injured in a car crash
while on his way to a tourna-
ment in California. It was a sin-
gle car roll-over accident after 7
am local time, and he was re-
moved from the wreck through
the windshield. As of press
time, no other details are availa-
ble.

We are Healthcare Vocational
Training/ Career Institute
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NEW GRA(,E

We offer quality education both in g
Classroom and
Clinical areas leading to
CERTIFICATIONS.

4,

"
Visit Us: newgracenj.com

Classes
ACCEPTING APPLICATION DAYS
FoR THE FOLLOWING! EVENINGS

NJ Boarp oF NURSING,
DEPARTMENT OF LAROR
EnUcaTION
AND
DEFARTMENT OF HEALTH
APPROVED PROGRAMS

F RE E If Qualified

ON LINE CLASSES AVAILABLE

&
SATURDAYS

e Homemaker | Home Health Aide (HHA)
o Electrocardiograph Technician (EKG)
¢ Phlebatomy Techniclan (CPT)

e Patient Care Technician (PCT)
e Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
e Clinical Medical Assistance & more...

For more Information Call:
862-520-3990 / 862-820-3577 / Cell: 973-280-2005

60 Evergreen PI., Suite 307
East Orange, NJ 07018

ANIMAL LIVES -
ALL LIVES MATTER

from myself. These photographs
are the gifts I gave to friends and
family to bring a smile on their
face. It doesn’t take much for
happiness. The little things count
too.

There is so much corruption
and negative thoughts going
around the world, and in our
community too. When you’re
working together, you do not
have to know one another. Be
kind, respectful to one another;
that’s what matters.

Being supportive is great,
and very helpful. Let’s help each
other, even your neighbors and
sometimes unknown people too.

P.S. Don’t forget about the
furballs. Yes, the pets need love
too.

Thank you all. Please take
care and be safe.

By Michele Lowe

Hello everyone. This is just a
little something I just want to
converse about: Giving.

So, I have decided to start

Advertorial
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UNITED STATES

Disaster Hits Texas

On If you thought that the
winter storms that recently came
through New Jersey were the
worst, think again.

The state of Texas has been
inundated with horrendous win-
ter weather that has included
heavy snow, ice, and extremely
cold temperatures. However, the
aftermath was actually worse,
with the weather causing power
outages and disruptions in the
water supply. The lack of power
and potable water meant no heat
for millions in the state. Mean-
while, those who did keep the
lights and gas on were hit by
atrocious bills from their provid-
ers.

As this went on, U.S. Sena-
tor Ted Cruz came under fire for
taking his family to Cancun
while his fellow Texans were
struggling. After dropping off
his family, Cruz returned to hand
out bottled water. However, he
came under fire again for not
quarantining for 14 days after
returning to the U.S. from anoth-
er country.

On Feb. 19, President Joseph
R. Biden, Jr. declared that a ma-
jor disaster exists in the State of
Texas and ordered federal assis-
tance to supplement state and
local recovery efforts in the are-
as affected by severe winter
storms beginning on Feb. 11,
2021, and continuing.

The President’s action makes
federal funding available to af-
fected individuals in the counties
of Angelina, Aransas, Bastrop,
Bee, Bell, Bexar, Blanco, Bra-

zoria, Brazos, Brown, Burleson,
Caldwell, Calhoun, Cameron,
Chambers, Collin, Comal, Co-
manche, Cooke, Coryell, Dallas,
Denton, DeWitt, Ellis, Falls,
Fort Bend, Galveston, Gillespie,
Grimes, Guadalupe, Hardin,
Harris, Hays, Henderson, Hidal-
go, Hood, Jasper, Jefferson,
Johnson, Kaufman, Kendall,
Lavaca, Liberty, Madison, Mata-
gorda, Maverick, McLennan,
Montague, Montgomery, Nacog-
doches, Nueces, Orange, Palo
Pinto, Panola, Parker, Polk,
Rockwall, Sabine, San Jacinto,
San Patricio, Scurry, Shelby,
Smith, Stephens, Tarrant, Travis,
Tyler, Upshur, Van Zandt, Vic-
toria, Walker, Waller, Wharton,
Wichita, Williamson, Wilson,
and Wise.

Assistance can include grants
for temporary housing and home
repairs, low-cost loans to cover
uninsured property losses, and
other programs to help individu-
als and business owners recover
from the effects of the disaster.

Federal funding is also avail-
able to state and eligible local
governments and certain private
nonprofit organizations on a cost
-sharing basis for emergency
protective measures and hazard
mitigation measures statewide.

Robert J. Fenton, Senior Of-
ficial Performing the Duties of
the  Administrator,  Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA), Department of
Homeland Security, named Jerry
S. Thomas as the Federal Coor-
dinating Officer for federal re-
covery operations in the affected
areas.

Additional designations may
be made at a later date if request-
ed by the state and warranted by
the results of further damage as-
sessments.

Barring any  disruptions,
President Biden said that he
would visit the state on Friday,
Feb. 26.

EUROPE

Unlocking a Lockdown

On Feb. 22, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has announced
the government’s roadmap to
cautiously ease lockdown re-
strictions in England.

In a statement to parliament,
he paid tribute to the extraordi-
nary success of the UK’s vac-
cination program and the resolve
of the British public in following
the lockdown restrictions, which
has helped to cut infection rates
and reduce the spread of the vi-
rus.

He also set out the latest vac-
cine efficacy data, with Public
Health England finding that one
dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine reduces hospitalizations
and deaths by at least 75%.
Analysis of the
vaccine efficacy continues, with

AstraZeneca

promising early results.

Supported by the increased
protection offered by these vac-
cines, the government is able to
slowly and cautiously begin to
ease restrictions in all areas
across England at the same time,
guided at all stages by data, not
dates.

The roadmap, which has now
been published on gov.uk, out-
lines four steps for easing re-
strictions. Before proceeding to
the next step, the Government
will examine the data to assess
the impact of previous steps.

This assessment will be
based on four tests:

e The vaccine deployment pro-
gram continues successfully.

o Evidence shows vaccines are
sufficiently effective in re-
ducing hospitalizations and
deaths in those vaccinated.

e Infection rates do not risk a
surge in hospitalizations
which would put unsustaina-
ble pressure on the NHS.

e An assessment of the risks is

not fundamentally changed
by new Variants of Concern.

There will be a minimum of
five weeks between each step:
four weeks for the data to reflect
changes in restrictions; followed
by seven days’ notice of the re-
strictions to be eased.

The Chief Medical Officer
and the Chief Scientific Adviser
have made clear that this will
give adequate time to assess the
impact of each step and reduce
the risk of having to re-impose
restrictions at a later date.

As the Prime Minister said,
getting children back into school
has been the top priority, and so
from March 8 all children and
students will return to face to
face education in schools and
college. By this point, everyone
in the top four vaccine priority
cohorts - as determined by the
independent JCVI - will have
received the first dose of their
vaccine and developed the nec-
essary protection from it.

MIDDLE EAST

Keeping An Eye on Iran

The UN-backed International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has reached a temporary deal
with Iran so that monitoring of
the country’s nuclear program
can continue, Director General
Rafael
nounced at a press conference in
Vienna on Feb. 21.

The TAEA chief was speak-
ing shortly after arriving from
weekend talks in Tehran to miti-

Mariano Grossi an-

gate plans to reduce cooperation
this week.

Iran’s Parliament passed a
law in December to partially sus-
pend nuclear inspections if the
United States did not lift sanc-
tions imposed under the Trump
administration. It goes into ef-

fect on Feb. 23.
(Continued on page 5)
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CHANGES SET FOR
UPCOMING SPRING VOTE

By Walter Elliott

NEWARK - Essex County
election officials and workers
here, along with affected munic-
ipal clerks and school board sec-
retaries, are applying Gov. Phil
Murphy's latest executive orders
for the April 20 and May 11
elections while you read this.

Those changes may be seen
in your mailbox, and maybe at
your municipal voting machine
polling station, on or around
April 1 and/or May. 1. Those
changes came from Murphy's
Executive Orders 216 and 203,
issued Jan. 25 and Nov. 25 - and
pending pre-March 1 State Leg-
islature votes.

The Vote-By-Mail Ballot
you will receive in the mail, for
example, will be the only mail-
ing you get from Essex County
Board of Elections Superinten-
dent Patricia Spagno (D-West

Orange) and County Clerk
Christopher Durkin (D-
Roseland). Your accustomed

Spring 2021 sample ballots will
not be mailed but most likely
found on essexclerk.com

Eliminating hardcopy sam-
ple ballots was issued in Mur-
phy's Executive Order 216 Jan.
25.

"I want the election infor-
mation process to be more effi-
cient, said Murphy (D-
Rumson) Jan. 25, "for election
officials and workers who send
out paper ballots."

This change was among
Murphy's orders to consolidate
Jan. 26 fire district and any
scheduled Feb. 16 special school
board elections into April 20.
These said elections are usually
found among Central and South-
ern New Jersey locales.

Your VBM Ballot may in-
clude two pending in-person
polling station locations and ear-

ly voting hours.

You may get two locations
to personally vote at: The Essex
County Hall of Records and a
designated municipal voting sta-
tion.

State Senate Bill S3203,
sponsored by Sen. Nia Gill (D-
Montclair) will have county
election boards designate at
least one in-person polling sta-
tion per municipality. The
towns' polling booths would
supplement ones set up for
countywide registered voters
last year.

Essex County Clerk Christo-
pher Durkin and then-Board of
Elections Superintendent Linda
Von Nessi had added county-
wide in-person polling stations
at Newark's Prudential Center
and West Orange's Codey Arena
for the Nov. 3 General Election.

Gill's legislation spells out
where those municipal stations
will not be located: "school
buildings and buildings used as
schools. The language would
exclude for example, the New-
ark Public Schools Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.-turned-
NorthStar Fairmount Heights
Elementary School in Newark
for April 20.

S2303, furthermore, does
not rule out the use of houses of
worship for polling stations. The
proposed legislation appears to
not require polling locations to
meet the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements.

Your next VBM/sample bal-
lot, pending S2303's passage,
may also have your county and
municipal polling stations' open-
ing hours in advance of April 20
and May 11.

The bill would allow in-
person voting for 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Mondays-Saturdays and 10 a.m.

(Continued on page 10)

Heritage House Apartments
50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018

Annual Income
Qualifications:

A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY
We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major

thoroughfares.

Apartment/Community Features:

* Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units
« Fully Equipped Modern kitchens

* Plenty of closet space

* On site laundry facility

« Attended Lobby Entrance

* 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance

* Recreational Community Room

« Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area.

« Free on-site indoor garage parking

» Window Treatments

**Maximum income
$38,460.00 — 1 person
$43,920.00 — 2 persons

** Subject to program guidelines

Open Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Call: 973-677-9111

TTY: 1-800-852-7899

or Stop by!

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally
assisted programs and activities. A senior executive has been designated
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s
regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2,
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:
Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,
423 W. 55th St, 9th FI. NY, NY 10019,
(212) 319-1200, NY
TTY 1-800-662-1220

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

WORLD NEWS FLASH

(Continued from page 4)

“We agreed that in view of
the law, and in particular the
provision that establishes limita-
tions, we have reached a tempo-
rary bilateral technical under-
standing whereby the agency is
going to continue its necessary
verification and monitoring ac-
tivities for a period of up to three
months,” Mr. Grossi told jour-
nalists.

The arrangement means
IAEA inspectors will have less
access than under the 2015 deal
on Iran’s nuclear program,
known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action. The number
of inspectors will not change.

“We agreed that we are go-
ing to keep this understanding
we reached under review con-
stantly so if...we want to sus-
pend it or extend it, this can be
done,” said Mr. Grossi. “The
hope of the IAEA has been to be
able to stabilize a situation

which was very unstable.”

An Unstable Haiti

The UN human rights office
(OHCHR) is “very concerned”
over recent attacks against judi-
cial independence in Haiti, as
the country is gripped by politi-
cal and institutional instability, a

spokesperson said on Feb. 19.
According to spokesperson
Liz Throssell, a judge of the
Cour de Cassation
(Supreme Court), was arrested
on Feb. 7, in circumstances that

Haitian

may amount to unlawful or arbi-
trary arrest and detention. Twen-
ty-two other individuals were
also arrested, 17 of whom still
remain in pre-trial detention.

While the judge was subse-
quently released, the person
along with two others were
“forced to retire and later re-
placed, apparently through an
irregular procedure.”

“These developments cause
concerns about judicial inde-
pendence and have further erod-
ed the separation of powers in
Haiti,” Ms. Throssell said at a
regular media briefing at the UN
Office at Geneva (UNOG).

Ms. Throssell stressed that
respecting the rule of law and
the system of checks and balanc-
es at all times is paramount.

“It is even more crucial now
given the growing political ten-
sions and the increasing expres-
sion of dissent in demonstra-
tions,” she said.

OHCHR called on the Hai-
tian authorities to ensure respect
for the established legal and in-
stitutional framework, and to
comply with their obligations
under the country’s Constitution
and international human rights
treaties, she added.
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DISCLAIMER: The following items are
primarily drawn from first responders.
Responders' accounts may not be their
full activity range. Grand juries hand
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named
suspects/defendants are innocent until
proven quilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.

NEWARK - The 2013 bus rider
versus  NJTransit negligence
damages case had reached its
final stop before the State Su-
preme Court in Trenton Feb. 17,
where it upheld a lower court
jury's awarding of $1.8 million
in damages.

The state's highest judges, in
a 4-3 split ruling that Wednes-
day, upheld last July's State Ap-
pellate Court ruling and earlier
State Superior Court-Newark
jury's finding. All three judicial
levels found that NJTransit had
"the same heightened duty of
care as a private carri-
er." (NJTransit is a public carri-
er.)

The case began when the rid-
er/plaintiff Anasia Mason board-
ed a bus at Broad and Market
streets 1:14 a.m. July 22, 2013
and was soon harassed by a
group of riding youths. Their
insults and pelting Mason with
objects seemed to have stopped
when she switched seats; she
moved after one of the youths
displayed a knife in a threatening
manner.

One of the males, however,
threw a liquor bottle at Mason
while disembarking at the Hayes
Circle stop, leaving the victim
with a 22-stitch cut on her fore-
head. The driver then stopped
the bus and called NJTransit's
control center who, in turn,
called police and EMS from
Newark Beth Israel for service.

The plaintiff maintained that
bus driver Kelvin Coats had not
stopped the bus, nor confronted
the youths, ordered their ejection
or called police. Coats had testi-
fied that his priority was to get
his passengers "from Point A to
Point B safely" but "it's not my
job to get involved."

NJTransit had appealed on

two counts, the first that it, as a
public carrier, should not be held
to the higher private standard. Its
attorneys further asserted that
damages under the Tort Claims
Act should not be entirely drawn
from one party but shared with
the bottle-thrower. (That suspect
remains at large.)

The state's highest court has
returned "Mason v. NJTransit
and Coats" back to a lower court
jury to determine the responsibil-
ity split between the state's larg-
est public carrier and the bottle-
thrower. The case was argued
before the state justices Sept. 29.

IRVINGTON - ECPO Homi-
cide and Major Crimes Task
Force detectives have been in-
vestigating the circumstances of
a three-year-old boy's fatal con-
dition since his being found in a
South Ward apartment here Feb.
18.

Responding Irvington police
officers and local EMS techni-
cians told county detectives that
they were answering "reports of
an injured child" at 395 Union
Ave. 3:30 p.m. that Thursday.

They found the child in an
apartment with an adult male
inside. Witnesses said the med-
ics were performing CPR on the
boy while dashing off to a local
hospital.

Irvington called ECPO when
the boy had died later that after-
noon. County detectives, assisted
by IPD, collected items from the
apartment and brought the male
in the apartment into Newark for
questioning that Thursday night.

The child's death, as of press
time, has not been labeled as
suspicious. There have been no
arrests or charges made.

EAST ORANGE - The city's
planning board approved its lat-
est development in the "Lower
Main Street Arts District" Feb. 3
- but one can still get takeout
orders from the Soul Food Fac-
tory in the interim.

What the East Orange Plan-
ning Board approved Feb. 3 was
to replace Soul Food Factory at
431 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Blvd and two adjacent parking
lots with the five-story, mixed-
use "Hue Soul Apartments"
building.

"Hue Soul," as presented by
Novus Landmark East Orange
Urban Renewal LLC, of Jersey
City, since April 2020, features
113 residential units above a

3,562-square foot street level
retail or restaurant space. Its
amenities include a one-parking-
space-per-unit" garage, bicycle
racks, outdoor seating, an
"exterior amenity deck" at its
center and an "interior amenity"
area.

Novus picked 429-33 MLK
Blvd. in part because it is half-
way between NJTransit's Morris
& Essex Line Brick Church and
East Orange stations. The loca-
tion allows Hue Soul to take ad-
vantage of the state's Transit Vil-
lage Zone and East Orange's
Lower Main Street Arts District
amenities.

Novus has also received
from the city a 22-year Payment-
in-Lieu-of-Taxes plan.

Hue Soul, as drawn by
Kitchen & Associates, of Cam-
den, will replace the brick-and-
mortar diner restaurant that has
been there since at least the
1960s. The former Main Street
Diner was recently home to Met-
ro City Diner, Ma Cuisine Cafe
and - from Newark's 683 Spring-
field Ave.- Soul Food Factory. It
is not known whether SFF will
get first dibs on the new restau-
rant space.

Hue Soul will take up 433
MLK Boulevard which, until
recently, was East Orange Auto
Sales. It used to be Maxon Ponti-
ac's used car lot until the dealer-
ship moved to Union's Rt 22
West in 1970 and became Max-
on Hyundai-Buick. The new
building will take up 429 MLK
Boulevard, where a Gulf Oil fill-
ing station and a Blue Coal hop-
per chute used to front South

Burnett Street into the late
1960s.
ORANGE - The corner of

Oakwood Avenue and Clay
Street was busier than on a usual
Saturday here Feb. 20 while peo-
ple filed into and out of St. Mat-
thew AME Church for four
hours to pay respects to the late
Councilwoman  Vivian M.
Gaunt.

Gaunt, 83, who was a three-
term At-Large Councilwoman
1996-2008, died Feb. 10.

Born Carol Robateau June
15, 1937, Gaunt eventually came
to Orange's South Ward to teach
and raise April Gaunt-Butler and
Laurence Gaunt. Gaunt-Butler
followed in her mother's foot-
steps as a teacher (in Irvington
Public Schools Early Childhood
department) and as an at-large

councilwoman (and Orange
Council President 2015-16).

Gaunt was employed by the
Archdiocese of Newark as a
grade school teacher. Mayor
Dwayne D. Warren, in his Feb.
15 open tribute letter, recalled
first meeting Ms. Gaunt while
she was Newark's Blessed Sacra-
ment Fifth Grade teacher in 1976
- and he was a student.

Gaunt started her eponymous
African Heritage Scholarship
Foundation, for the education
services field in 1988. She was
the foundation's president at the
time of her death.

Sister Carol Robateau and
grandson Christopher Roy are
also among Gaunt's survivors.
Her 9 a.m. Feb. 20 visitation at
St. Matthew was followed by an-
invitation only funeral there at
Noon and burial at Montclair's
Rosedale Cemetery. Arrange-
ments were made by Woody
"Home for Services."

WEST ORANGE - The West
Orange Public Schools commu-
nity and Toms River, 68 miles
apart, are linked in mourning this
week for Robert Kuczmarski, Jr.

Kuczmarski, 50, a lifelong
Toms Riverite whose entire pro-
fessional career was  with
WOPS, lost his two year battle
against Stage IV colon cancer
Feb. 21.

"Bob," or "Mr. K," was last
assigned as the Gregory Elemen-
tary School's physical education
teacher. He was first hired as a
West Orange High School health
and physical education teacher
and, later on, as an assistant ath-
letic director.

"WOPS lost an esteemed
colleague and terrific person in
Bob Kuczmarski," said Schools
Superintendent Dr. Scott
Cascone Feb. 22. "As a school
community we mourn this loss
together but may be comforted
by the many memories and
countless young lives which he
touched in his time as a profes-
sional West Orange educator."

Kuczmarski, who was born
in Toms River April 4, 1970,
came here by way of Montclair
State University. The Toms Riv-
er HS-East Class of 1988 gradu-
ate earned his bachelor's and
master's degrees at MSU.

Wife Vanessa and daughter
Marley Rose are among Kucz-
marski's survivors. Respective
visitation and funeral services

(Continued on page 15)
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SHELTER (Continued from page 1)

reported that a stabbing at 224
Sussex Avenue was under inves-
tigation. According to the arti-
cle, one person was taken into
custody and charged with assault
after a stabbing incident, which
occurred at 12:25 a.m. that day.
The article goes on to say that
“EMS treated the victim while
police took the suspects into
custody at that location. Accord-
ing to preliminary reports, a fire-
arm was recovered on the sec-
ond floor of the shelter, but no
other victims were injured in the
incident.”

According to a February 14,
2021 post on yelp.com by a user
only known as Labradorite L,
“There is something about
Mary... and her twin sister on
the 5th floor, they have all the
perks! The best food, blankets,
pajamas, shoes, socks, slippers,
coats, and clothing. Nice room
with separate bathroom.”

“Is Mary stealing donations?
Is Mary a homeless shelter resi-
dent or a paid staff that just hap-
pens to live there? How does
Mary have access to the other
residents’ confidential files and
medical history? Is Mary gos-
siping about other residents?
Something is very fishy and un-
lawful about these 2 fat old
hags. Besides that, the shelter is
horrific in every way. May the
curses of Allah fall upon this
corrupt establishment and every-
one who works there.”

Many other residents have
also spoken out against the facil-
ity, but all of the claims could
not be substantiated as of press
time.

Location of shelter,
Ownership and operation

Located at 224 Sussex Ave-
nue in Newark, the shelter called
H.E.L.P Center, is operated by
Urban Renewal. The headquar-
ters of Urban Renewal Corpora-
tion is located at Kearny, New
Jersey. Their website, urbanre-
newal.org, has not had updated
news since December 2015.

According to the website,
Urban Renewal has 600 beds in
6 housing facilities for emergen-
cy housing.

According to urbanrenew-

al.org, “URC is a community-
based non-profit organization
that has provided a variety of
services to vulnerable popula-
tions in New Jersey for over two
decades. ... Our goal is to help
people move from homeless-
ness, substance abuse, depend-
ency and public assistance into
permanent employment and sta-
ble housing. We serve approxi-
mately 2,000 economically dis-
advantaged individuals/families
per year and have provided com-
prehensive services to over
100,000 individuals since we
were founded in 1994. URC
continues to serve a diverse
adult population ranging in ages
18-80.”

In 2018, Taplnto.net report-
ed that at least 336 people used
the shelter between December
2017 - July 2018. In July 2018,
at least 238 people used the shel-
ter at least once a month, Tapln-
to.net reported.

The shelter opened in De-
cember 2017. United Airlines,
PSEG, Prudential/NJ Devils,
RWIJBarnabas Health and Uni-
versity Hospital donated money
to keep the shelter open. The
money was donated directly to
Newark Community Economic
Development Center or another
entity that paid the shelter’s cost.
As per the law NEDC, a non-
profit organization, is not affili-
ated with the city of Newark.

Services offered

According to inthe-
rooms.com, Urban Renewal
Corp. Sussex House offers sub-
stance abuse treatment services;
partial hospitalization/day treat-
ment; helps persons with HIV/
AIDS and persons with co-
occurring mental and substance
disorders; pregnant/postpartum
women; women; DUI/DWI of-
fenders; assistance for hearing

impaired; seniors/older adults;
and assistance to recovery
voucher.

According to clus-

trmaps.com, 224 Sussex Avenue
is divided into separate units
where residents live. A sampling
showed 15 people ranging in age
between 31 to §83. Of these, only
two were in their 30s; the rest
were in their 50s, 60s and 80s.
Almost every tenant had a phone
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number. Rent for a unit is $1430
per month. This is less than
$1643 a month for two bed-
rooms in Essex County, accord-
ing to the United States Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Information about the building
and the shelter, 1940 - present

Information found about the
building raises more questions
than answers. Apparently, the
previous owners tried to sell 224
Sussex Avenue. According to
loopnet.com, the building was
built in 1940. The building has
+/- 61,680 square feet. There are
five floors. The first floor has +/-
14,064 square feet, second
through fifth floors have +/-
11,904 square feet. Land assess-
ment in 2017 was $362,000; im-
provements assessment,
$1,388,900. Total amounted to
$1,751,000. Taxes in 2017 were
$60,234.40. NOI was $540,200.
In 2020, according to njpar-
cels.com, taxes were $65,855.11.

There are 50 parking spaces
by 224 Sussex Avenue. The

building has an R-6 zoning as a
multifamily unit. IN 2017, the
building was fully leased to
GEO Group and T-Mobile
(tower). The current owners are
Sussex Avenue Urban Renewal
Corp. based at 555 Passaic Ave-
nue, West Caldwell, New Jersey.
How are the current owners
paying for the upkeep and other
necessities? If the building is a
shelter, how do the tenants pay
the $1430 monthly rent?
According to a July 28, 2018
nj.com article, updated Jan. 30,
2019, at least 25 residents had
jobs in construction after passing
a drug test. The salary of $22
per hour would qualify these in-
dividuals for Section 8 housing.
Munirah El Bomani, a com-
munity activist, told “Local
Talk” that previously tenants had
jobs. “Not sure about now. I
know a few that have jobs,” El
Bomani said via text message.

Former employee speaks out,
alleges fraud and theft by

management

(Continued on page 14)
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Who should be vaccinated?
Everyone over the age of 16 should be vac-
cinated, unless they have a history of seri-
ous allergic reactions to the flu vaccines or
if your healthcare provider has advised
against it. Currently vaccines will not be
given to children under the age of 16 be-
cause the clinical trials conducted to date
have focused on adults. At this time the
Moderna vaccine will not begiven to any-
one under 18.

How do vaccines work?
The purpose of a vaccine is to introduce
elements of a virus to trigger our bodies to
produce proteins which build antibodies
which fight the virus if we are exposed to it.
The vaccine contains no live virus.

How wiill the vaccine be given?
Both vaccines require two doses of the
same vaccine. The time between the two
doses varies somewhat, three weeks for
the Pfizer vaccine and four weeks for the
Moderna.

Are the vaccines safe?
The results so far are extremely good. Tens
of thousands of people were vaccinated
and followed as part of the clinical trials and
there have not been any serious incidents.

What are the side effects of the vaccine?
Some people will experience symptoms like
soreness at the injection site, aches, or
slight fever. If you have experienced more
severe reactions from previous vaccina-
tions, you should consult with a health care
provider before getting the COVID vaccine.
It is also recommended that before getting
vaccinated you tell the vaccination provider
if you have a fever or a bleeding disorder,
are on a blood thinner, are immunocompro-
mised, or take medicine that affects your
immune system.

Reporting problems or bad reactions after

getting a COVID-19 vaccine.

If you experience serious reactions contact
a health provider as soon as possible. A
national system has been established to

collect data on all adverse reactions

(Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System:
VAERS).

Is the vaccine safe for women who are
pregnant or breast feeding?

The College of Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists and other health organizations rec-
ommend that pregnant women get vac-
cinated. The fact that the vaccines do not
contain live virus makes them safer than
other vaccines.

Can | still get COVID-19 after
I am vaccinated?

Both COVID-19 vaccines have been shown
to be successful in reducing the risk of
COVID disease. The vaccines are still be-
ing studied to determine, how effective they
are in preventing infection and shedding of
the virus. People can test positive for the
COVID virus shortly after the vaccine be-
cause it takes our bodies a couple of weeks
to build immunity. The vaccines can be ef-
fective in preventing serious illness and
therefore save lives.

How long is the vaccine effective?
We do not know that at this time, as this is
a totally new virus which we didn’t know
anything about until early 2020. Viruses
usually mutate (change their structure and
behavior) and new variations or strains can
develop. A new strain of the COVID-19 vi-
rus has appeared in England, and now in
several states. We don’t know how differ-
ent this strain is and whether it will compro-

Camille Yelverton was vaccinated along with
other workers. “I got my vaccine to protect my-
self, my family, and residents here at the facility.
It’s important to get the shot!” she said.

African American Heritage Parade Organization Committee
Appeals to Community to Get Educated on COVID-19 & FDA Approved Vaccines.
So you can make a better vaccination decision for yourself,

mise the effectiveness of the vaccine if it
becomes widespread in the United States.

Can we stop wearing face coverings
once we have been vaccinated?

No. Stopping the pandemic requires using
all the tools available. Vaccines work with
your immune system so that your body is
better able to fight the virus if you are ex-
posed. Face coverings help reduce the
chance of being exposed to the virus and
spreading it to others.

Is getting the COVID-19
vaccine mandatory?

No, no governmental agency is making
vaccination mandatory. The federal Equal
Employment Opportunities Commission
(EEOC) has stated that employers may re-
quire their employees get vaccinated in or-
der to maintain employment. If you are
faced with this issue, contact your union
representative for assistance.

How do I get access to the vaccine?
Each state is setting up their own vaccine
programs and guidelines. Vaccinations are
likely to be available at medical centers,
health clinics, drug stores and some work-
places. You may want to contact your union
rep for more information to learn when you
are eligible for vaccination.

What is the priority order for availability
to get vaccinated?
Each state will be establishing a priority
system for vaccinating residents but most
are following there commendations of the
CDC. The CDC recommends the following
phase-in order for determining who should
be vaccinated first. They are: (1a)
healthcare workers and long- term care fa-
cility residents; (1b) frontline essential
workers and people aged 75 and older; (1c)
people aged 65-74,people aged 16-64 with
underlying medical conditions, and other
essential workers such as food service,
housing, public safety, and high-risk factor
seniors. The availability of vaccines will be
dependent on when and how many vac-
cines the states receive. All vaccines will
be free.

As doses of the COVID-19 vaccine begin to make their way around the country,
many people are excited to have this first step in managing the spread of coronavirus.

Unfortunately, there has been a lot of misinfor-
mation surrounding the vaccine and its devel-
opment. When deciding whether to get the vac-
cine, it’s important to separate myths from
facts.

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine is unsafe be-
cause it was developed so quickly.
Fact: The vaccine is proven safe and effective.

Although it was developed in record time, it
has gone through the same rigorous Food and
Drug Administration process as every other
vaccine, meeting all safety standards. No steps
were skipped. Instead, we can thank the un-
precedented worldwide collaboration and in-
vestment for the shorter timeframe on

the development of the vaccine itself.

The clinical trials and safety reviews actually

took about the same amount of time as other
vaccines.

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine will alter my
DNA.

Fact: The first vaccines granted emergency use
authorization contain messenger

(Continued on page 9)
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GET EDUCATED
(Continued from page 8)

RNA (mRNA), which instructs
cells to make the “spike protein”
found on the new corona-

virus. When the immune system
recognizes this protein, it builds an
immune response by creating anti-
bodies - teaching the body how to
protect against future infection. The
mRNA never enters the nucleus of
the cell, which is where our DNA
(genetic material) is kept. The body
gets rid of the mRNA soon after
it’s finished using the instructions.

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine
includes a tracking device.

Fact: A video shared thousands of
times on Facebook makes false
claims about the products of sy-
ringe maker Apiject Systems of
America, which has a contract with
the government to provide medical-
grade injection devices for vac-
cines. The company has an optional
version of its product that contains
a microchip within the syringe la-
bel that helps providers confirm a
vaccine dose’s origin. The chip
itself is not injected into the person
getting the vaccine.

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine has
severe side effects such as allergic
reactions.

Fact: Some participants in

the vaccine clinical trials did report
side effects similar to those experi-
enced with other vaccines, includ-
ing muscle pain, chills and head-
ache. And although extremely rare,
people can have severe allergic re-
actions to ingredients used in a vac-
cine. That’s why experts recom-
mend people with a history of se-
vere allergic reactions - such as
anaphylaxis - to the ingredients of
the vaccine should not get the vac-
cination.

Myth: The COVID-19 vaccine
causes infertility in women.

Fact: Misinformation on social
media suggests the vaccine trains
the body to attack syncytin-1, a
protein in the placenta, which could
lead to infertility in women. The
truth is, there’s an amino acid se-
quence shared between the spike
protein and a placental protein;
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however, experts say it’s too short
to trigger an immune response and
therefore doesn’t affect fertility.

Myth: I’ve already been diagnosed
with COVID-19, so I don’t need to
receive the vaccine.

Fact: If you have already had
COVID-19, there’s evidence that
you can still benefit from the vac-
cine. At this time, experts don’t
know how long someone is protect-
ed from getting sick again after re-
covering from COVID-19. The im-
munity someone gains from having
an infection, called natural immuni-
ty, varies from person to person.
Some early evidence suggests natu-
ral immunity may not last very
long.

Myth: Once I receive the COVID-
19 vaccine, I no longer need to wear
a mask.

Fact: Masking, handwashing and
physical distancing remain neces-

sary until a sufficient number of
people are immune. The best pro-
tection we can offer each other right
now is to continue to follow current
guidelines. As more people are vac-
cinated and experts have a better
idea of how long natural and vac-
cine immunity last, public health
experts will update their guidance
as necessary.

Myth: You can get COVID-19
from the vaccine.

Fact: You cannot get COVID-19
from the vaccine because it doesn’t
contain the live virus.

Myth: Once I receive the vaccine, 1
will test positive for COVID-19.
Fact: Viral tests used to diagnose
COVID-19 check samples from the
respiratory system for the presence
of the virus that causes COVID-19.
Since there is no live virus in the
vaccines, the vaccines will not af-
fect your test result. It is possible to

get infected with the virus before
the vaccine has had time to fully
protect your body.

Myth: I’m not at risk for severe
complications of COVID-19 so |
don’t need the vaccine.

Fact: Regardless of your risk, you
can still contract the infection and
spread it to others, so it’s important
you get vaccinated. Once the vac-
cine is widely available, it’s recom-
mended that as many eligible adults
as possible get the vaccine. It’s not
only to protect you but your family
and community as well.

Myth: If I receive the COVID-19
vaccine, [ am at a greater risk to
become sick from another illness.
Fact: The vaccine is made up of
mRNA, which boosts your immuni-
ty to the coronavirus. It does not
heighten your risk to become sick
from another infection such as the
flu.



https://www.muhealth.org/our-stories/what-you-need-know-about-covid-19-vaccine
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NASA LANDS GROUNDBREAKING PERSEVERANCE ROVER ON MARS

NASA - The largest, most ad-
vanced rover NASA has sent to
another world touched down on
Mars Feb. 18, after a 203-day
journey traversing 293 million
miles (472 million kilometers).
Confirmation of the successful
touchdown was announced in
mission control at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in South-
ern California at 3:55 p.m. EST
(12:55 p.m. PST).

Packed with groundbreaking
technology, the Mars 2020 mis-
sion launched July 30, 2020,
from Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Florida. The
Perseverance  rover  mission
marks an ambitious first step in
the effort to collect Mars sam-
ples and return them to Earth.

“This landing is one of those
pivotal moments for NASA, the
United States, and space explo-
ration globally - when we know
we are on the cusp of discovery
and sharpening our pencils, so to
speak, to rewrite the textbooks,”
said acting NASA Administrator
Steve Jurczyk. “The Mars 2020
Perseverance mission embodies
our nation’s spirit of persevering
even in the most challenging of
situations, inspiring, and advanc-
ing science and exploration. The
mission itself personifies the hu-
man ideal of persevering toward
the future and will help us pre-
pare for human exploration of
the Red Planet.”

About the size of a car, the
2,263-pound  (1,026-kilogram)
robotic geologist and astrobiolo-
gist will undergo several weeks
of testing before it begins its two
-year science investigation of
Mars’ Jezero Crater. While the
rover will investigate the rock
and sediment of Jezero’s ancient
lakebed and river delta to char-
acterize the region’s geology and
past climate, a fundamental part
of its mission is astrobiology,
including the search for signs of
ancient microbial life.

To that end, the Mars Sam-
ple Return campaign, being
planned by NASA and ESA
(European Space Agency), will
allow scientists on Earth to study
samples collected by Persever-
ance to search for definitive
signs of past life using instru-
ments too large and complex to
send to the Red Planet.

“Because of today’s exciting
events, the first pristine samples
from carefully documented loca-
tions on another planet are an-
other step closer to being re-
turned to Earth,” said Thomas
Zurbuchen, associate administra-
tor for science at NASA.
“Perseverance is the first step in
bringing back rock and regolith
from Mars. We don’t know what
these pristine samples from Mars
will tell us. But what they could
tell us is monumental - including
that life might have once existed

beyond Earth.”

Some 28 miles (45 kilome-
ters) wide, Jezero Crater sits on
the western edge of Isidis Plani-
tia, a giant impact basin just
north of the Martian equator.
Scientists have determined that
3.5 billion years ago the crater
had its own river delta and was
filled with water.

The power system that pro-
vides electricity and heat for Per-
severance through its exploration
of Jezero Crater is a Multi-
Mission Radioisotope Thermoe-
lectric Generator, or MMRTG.
The U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) provided it to NASA
through an ongoing partnership
to develop power systems for
civil space applications.

Equipped with seven primary
science instruments, the most
cameras ever sent to Mars, and
its exquisitely complex sample
caching system - the first of its
kind sent into space — Persever-
ance will scour the Jezero region
for fossilized remains of ancient
microscopic Martian life, taking
samples along the way.

“Perseverance is the most
sophisticated robotic geologist
ever made, but verifying that
microscopic life once existed
carries an enormous burden of
proof,” said Lori Glaze, director
of NASA’s Planetary Science
Division. “While we’ll learn a
lot with the great instruments we

have aboard the rover, it may
very well require the far more
capable laboratories and instru-
ments back here on Earth to tell
us whether our samples carry
evidence that Mars once har-
bored life.”

“Landing on Mars is always
an incredibly difficult task and
we are proud to continue build-
ing on our past success,” said
JPL Director Michael Watkins.
“But, while Perseverance ad-
vances that success, this rover is
also blazing its own path and
daring new challenges in the sur-
face mission. We built the rover
not just to land but to find and
collect the best scientific sam-
ples for return to Earth, and its
incredibly complex sampling
system and autonomy not only
enable that mission, they set the
stage for future robotic and
crewed missions.”

The Mars Entry, Descent,
and Landing Instrumentation 2
(MEDLI2) sensor suite collected
data about Mars’ atmosphere
during entry, and the Terrain-
Relative Navigation system au-
tonomously guided the space-
craft during final descent. The
data from both are expected to
help future human missions land
on other worlds more safely and
with larger payloads.

On the surface of Mars, Per-
severance’s science instruments

(Continued on page 12)

CHANGES SET FOR
UPCOMING SPRING VOTE

(Continued from page 5)

-6 p.m. Sundays for 15 days
ahead of "Election Day." Those
polling stations will not be open,
however, on the day before Elec-
tion Day.

"Local Talk" has calculated
the prospective periods to be
April 5-18 for the April 20
school board and April 25-May
9 nonpartisan municipal elec-
tions.

S2303 has cleared the State
Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee Feb. 22 but, as of press time,

is waiting to see how its Assem-
bly version clears its committee.

A4830, sponsored by As-
semblyman Andrew Zwicker (D-
So. Brunswick), appropriates $2
million to the counties to pay for
the extra polling booth hours.

Zwicker's bill, however,
trims early in-person voting to
10 days before a Presidential
General Election, five days be-
fore Presidential primaries - and
three days for "non-Presidential
primaries."

A4830 has Assembly Mem-
bers Ralph Caputo (D-Belleville)
Mila Jasey (D-South Orange)
and Cleopatra Tucker (D-

Newark) among its co-sponsors.

State Senate and General As-
sembly members, who will rec-
oncile both bills' differences in a
post-vote committee, are running
out of time to have it take effect
for April 20 and May 11.

Prospective school board and
nonpartisan municipal candi-
dates, by another Murphy execu-
tive order, are meanwhile al-
lowed to get physical and elec-
tronic signatures for their elec-
tion petitions.

Those petitions still have to
be filed to or in school board
secretary and municipal clerk
offices on or before 4 p.m., of

the 60th day before an election.

"Local Talk" translates that
60-calendar-days' filing period
for the May 11 elections going
out to March 12. April 20's
school board deadline, Feb. 19,
has passed.

Irvington and Newark voters
are to decide on at least three
public school board candidates
each April 20 and South Orange
three village trustee candidates
May 11 - giving voters in the
other nine "Local Talk" towns a
"spring training" opportunity to
check with Essex County on
their registration accuracy.
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From
The

Pastor’s
Heart

OP-ED BY DR. ROBERT KENNEDY

The Right To Rebel

After listening to Congrega-
tional Committees hearings on
what went wrong on the day of
the insurrection at the United
States Capitol building on Janu-
ary 6, 2021, and also watching a
news flash on a representative
who participated in a zoom Con-
gressional committee hearing,
using guns as the backdrop, I
began to think about the right of
rebellion that is built into the
Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.

I began to feel that the right
to rebel has become the right of
destruction. I am not singular in
my thoughts because Albert Ca-
mus, one of the most profoundly
influential thinkers of the last
century, reflected on rebellion in
the French Constitution that led
to the revolution. And he said
that the urge to revolt is one of
the "essential dimensions" of
human nature, manifested in
man's  timeless  Promethean
struggle against the conditions of
his existence, as well as the pop-
ular uprisings against established
orders throughout history. But
then he shows how inevitably
the course of revolution leads to
tyranny.

In my brief reflection, I am
saying that the First and Second
Amendments of the American
Constitution that offer the rights
to free speech and the right to
bear arms are seeded with de-
struction. I do not know that I
can tell all that the writers of the
Constitution had in mind when

they wrote the First and Second
Amendments - the rights to free
speech and the right to bear
arms. | am sure that they did not
intend for these rights to be
abused as they are being abused
today. But here is where we are -
living out the abuse of the free-
doms.

Let me frame what I am ar-
guing by asking the following
questions:

e Are there limits to our free-
dom of speech and freedom
to carry arms?

e Do people have the right to
say anything that comes to
their minds?

e Do they have the right to
spew anger, hatred and bit-
terness that will lead to vio-
lence?

e Do they have the right to
speak any dirt that comes to
their mouths?

e Do they have the liberty to
use the language of ridicule
and bullying that destroy
others?

e Is this the kind of right of
speech that the Constitution
is seeking to give?

e Should people have free
reign to purchase all the
(kinds of) guns that they are
purchasing?

e Do they have the right to
brandish their guns in the
public square, as many are?

e Do they have the right to at-
tack the Capitol or any other
building or people with their
guns?

e Do people have the right to
use their guns to intimidate
others, as they are doing?

I am not trying to give direct
answers to the questions above
but let me turn to the Bible, a
book in which I have a better
understanding than the Constitu-
tion. Let me remind you, dear
reader, that we can abuse free-

dom. Freedom without limits is a
farce.

If at all, you know and ac-
cept the history of Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden in the
Genesis story, you will agree
that something went wrong
when they misunderstood and
abused their freedom(s). Some-
thing went wrong when they lis-
tened to the serpent instead of
listening to God. Something
went awry when they rebelled
against God. Something went
amiss when they ate the fruit
from the tree God had told them
not to eat. Read the story in Gen-
esis 3, and you cannot miss the
struggle with identity, the fear,
the pain, the alienation, the con-
flict, the blaming, the shaming,
the suspicion, the despair, the
destruction and death that came
as a consequence of the abuse of
the freedom.

Let me even invite you to
read Genesis 4 to see the broken-
ness in family relationships and
Cain's resentment that led to the
murder of his brother Abel. Read
on further in Genesis and see
how Lamech, one of Cain’s
great-great-great-grandson, fol-
lowed Cain's disobedience and
murderous ways by killing a per-
son he felt had insulted him.

Then look at the boast of his
sin to his two wives and his re-
joicing about suffering no conse-
quences: "If Cain is avenged
seven times, then Lamech seven-
ty-seven times.” I do not need to
trace the rebellion story any fur-
ther, except to state that God had
to wipe out the earliest genera-
tions of humanity with a flood,
then start human history again
through Noah (Read Genesis 6-
9).

Why do I seek to connect the
freedom in the American Consti-
tution with the freedom in the
Genesis story? It is to state that
freedom is portentous of good
and evil and that when we refuse

to respect the limits of freedom,
we are bound to self-destruct. If
we have no limits on how we
speak and carry guns, we can be
sure that soon and very soon, we
will reap the ultimate results of
our misappropriated freedoms. I
remind us of two things with a
critical biblical perspective.

1. Our freedom of speech

Likewise, the tongue is a
small part of the body, but it
makes great boasts. Consider
what a great forest is set on fire
by a small spark. The tongue al-
so is a fire,a world of evil
among the parts of the body. It
corrupts the whole body, sets the
whole course of one’s life on
fire, and is itself set on fire by
hell. All kinds of animals, birds,
reptiles and sea creatures are be-
ing tamed and have been tamed
by mankind, but no human being
can tame the tongue. It is a rest-
less evil, full of deadly poison.
(James 3:5-8 NIV)

2. Our freedom to bear arms

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword back into its place. For all
who take the sword will perish
by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52
ESV)

Do you get the message?
Although we have our rights and
freedoms, we need to watch our
rebellious tongues because they
can cause real trouble. We need
to think clearly about the wea-
ponry we think we need for pro-
tection because it can lead to de-
struction.

I pause here and will speak
more of the right of rebellion in
a future reflection. However,
whatever think of the right to
participate in rebellious speech
or defense, you must carefully
examine your actions and mo-
tives.

NASA LANDS PERSEVERANCE
ROVER ON MARS

(Continued from page 10)

will have an opportunity to sci-
entifically shine. Mastcam-Z is a
pair of zoomable science camer-
as on Perseverance’s remote
sensing mast, or head, that cre-
ates high-resolution, color 3D
panoramas of the Martian land-

scape. Also located on the mast,
the SuperCam uses a pulsed la-
ser to study the chemistry of
rocks and sediment and has its
own microphone to help scien-
tists better understand the prop-
erty of the rocks, including their
hardness.

Located on a turret at the end
of the rover’s robotic arm, the
Planetary Instrument for X-ray
Lithochemistry (PIXL) and the

Scanning Habitable Environ-
ments with Raman & Lumines-
cence for Organics & Chemicals
(SHERLOC) instruments will
work together to collect data on
Mars’ geology close-up. PIXL
will use an X-ray beam and suite
of sensors to delve into a rock’s
elemental chemistry.
“Perseverance is more than a
rover, and more than this amaz-
ing collection of men and wom-

en that built it and got us here,”
said John McNamee, project
manager of the Mars 2020 Perse-
verance rover mission at JPL. “It
is even more than the 10.9 mil-
lion people who signed up to be
part of our mission. This mission
is about what humans can
achieve when they persevere.
We made it this far. Now, watch
us go.”
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MARIJUANA LEGISLATION
FINALLY PASSED

(Continued from page 1)

tionately people of color, to be
arrested in New Jersey each year
for low-level drug offenses is
unjust and indefensible,” said
Governor Murphy. “This No-
vember, New Jerseyans voted
overwhelmingly in support of
creating a well-regulated adult-
use cannabis market. Although
this process has taken longer
than anticipated, I believe it is
ending in the right place and will
ultimately serve as a national
model.

“This legislation will estab-
lish an industry that brings equi-
ty and economic opportunity to
our communities, while estab-
lishing minimum standards for
safe products and allowing law
enforcement to focus their re-
sources on real public safety
matters,” continued Governor
Murphy. “Today, we’re taking a
monumental step forward to re-
duce racial disparities in our
criminal justice system, while
building a promising new indus-
try and standing on the right side
of history. I’d like to thank the
Legislature, advocates, faith
leaders, and community leaders
for their dedicated work and
partnership on this critical is-
sue.”

Under A21, the Cannabis
Regulatory Commission (CRC)
will promulgate regulations to
govern the medical and adult-use
industries and oversee the appli-
cations for licensing of cannabis
businesses. The legislation fur-
ther provides for the Legislature
to reinvest cannabis revenues in
designated “impact zones”; di-
rects the CRC to promote diver-
sity and inclusion in business
ownership; and contains critical
employment protections for peo-
ple who engage in lawful behav-
1or with respect to cannabis.

A1897 reforms criminal and
civil penalties for marijuana and
hashish offenses, as well as pro-
vides remedies for people cur-
rently facing certain marijuana
charges. The bill prevents unlaw-
ful low-level distribution and
possession offenses from being
used in pretrial release, proba-
tion, and parole decisions and

provides certain  protections
against discrimination in em-
ployment, housing, and places of
public accommodation. The bill
also creates a pathway to vacate
active sentences for certain of-
fenses committed before enact-
ment of the enabling legislation.

The Governor also signed
S3454 into law, clarifying penal-
ties for marijuana and cannabis
possession and consumption for
individuals younger than 21
years old. The legislation cor-
rects inconsistencies in A21 and
A1897 concerning marijuana and
cannabis penalties for those un-
derage.

“I have been working on de-
criminalizing adult-use marijua-
na for well over three years now,
and I am happy to finally see it
become a reality,” said Senator
Ronald Rice. “This is a common
-sense and just law that gives an
equal playing field for folks in
communities of color. Many
have argued that legalizing adult
-use marijuana has been for so-
cial, economic and criminal jus-
tice, however, decriminalization
for me, is equally as important. I
will continue to watch closely
and fight to ensure communities
of color are treated equally.”

“The failed War on Drugs
has systematically targeted peo-
ple of color and the poor, dispro-
portionately impacting Black and
Brown communities and hurting
families in New Jersey and
across our nation,” said U.S Sen-
ator Cory Booker. “Today is a
historic day, and I applaud Gov-
ernor Murphy, the legislature,
and the many advocates for ra-
cial and social justice whose
leadership is ensuring that New
Jersey is at the forefront of equi-
table marijuana legalization poli-
cy. I will continue to work with
my colleagues in the Senate to
end the federal marijuana prohi-
bition so we can finally begin
healing the wounds of decades of
injustice.”

“I am proud to have been a
driving force behind the most
progressive  decriminalization
law in the country and I am
grateful to finally see it enacted,”
said Senator Teresa Ruiz. “Every
day roughly 100 people in New
Jersey are arrested for marijuana
possession, this law is a move
that offers individuals a second

ESSEX COUNTY COVID-19 CASE TALLY

Weekly Statistics from February 17 - February 24, 2021

Municipality 2-17-2021 Deaths 2-24-2021 Deaths
Belleville 4179 96 4317 97
Bloomfield 3994 97 4082 100

Caldwell 432 14 442 15
Cedar Grove 1207 119 1224 119
East Orange 5161 266 5255 271

Essex Fells 142 2 148 2

Fairfield 640 27 656 29
Glen Ridge 261 11 281 11

Irvington 3358 202 3434 204

Livingston 1397 81 1441 81
Maplewood 900 33 928 33

Millburn 646 8 660 8

Montclair 1626 64 1659 65

Newark 29573 853 30262 869

North Caldwell 336 6 349 6
Nutley 2174 51 2237 54
Orange 2618 118 2686 120

Roseland 382 15 387 15

South Orange 573 11 605 12

Verona 709 16 746 16

West Caldwell 805 51 826 51
West Orange 3549 215 3621 216
Total 64662 2356 66246 2394

OTHER COVID-!9 TALLIES (As of Feb. 24, 2021)
NJ: 687,386 cases / 20,689 deaths (Plus 2,289 probable)
United States (approx.): 28.3 Million / 503,500 deaths
Worldwide (approx.): 112.32 Million / 2.5 Million deaths

NJ Gov. Murphy has announced that fans will now be allowed
to attend entertainment and sporting events, with COVID-19
rules in effect (masks, social distancing, capacity limits, etc.)

Also, houses of worship can open up to 50% capacity,
with the aforementioned COVID-19 rules in effect.

chance and ensures they do not
become entangled in the crimi-
nal justice system. This is yet
another step towards bringing
justice and equity to our com-
munities. Going forward, we
must continue to look for crea-
tive solutions to reverse the gen-
erational impact the War on
Drugs has had.”

“This new law includes real,
enterprising opportunities for
New Jersey communities that
have been disproportionately
impacted by cannabis prohibi-
tion, along with more defined
employment opportunities and a
commission that requires diver-
sity,” saild Assemblywoman
Britnee Timberlake. “This will
be a clear revenue generator for
the State, and the social justice
and diversity portion in the leg-
islation remains imperative.”

“Decriminalization and ex-
pungement for those who have
been disproportionately incar-
cerated for marijuana offenses is
well overdue in New Jersey and
many other states throughout
this nation. A criminal marijua-
na charge has a detrimental ef-
fect on an individual’s oppor-
tunity to access higher educa-
tion, obtain gainful employment,
receive housing support, and
address child custody issues.
Not all communities are impact-
ed equally by marijuana en-
forcement, measures to reduce
the collateral consequences of
criminal records are ones of ra-
cial, social, and economic jus-
tice. This is about social justice
for a people who have endured
the inequities in the law for gen-
erations.”
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Legally Speaking

Cassandra Savoy, Esq.
OP/ED

Bankruptcy Might
be the Answer

A friend who worked in mid-
town for a major Fortune 500
firm told me that his firm had
given up three of the five floors
they leased. Employees are
working remotely, and the ex-
pectation is that most people will
not return to the site, but will
continue to work remotely and
for those who need to come in to

the office, they will share space
with others and only have to
come in a couple of days per
week.

So, I began to wonder...what
happens to the cleaning staff?
What happens to the pool secre-
taries? Another friend was an
executive chef in a major restau-
rant. They had a huge lunch
business. That restaurant has
closed its doors forever. What
will happen when the pandemic
is finally over and those who
have been unemployed - through
no fault of their own I might add
- for more than a year are left
scrambling for the few available
jobs.

I suspect that many people
who have survived with unem-
ployment, and due to the courte-
sies of creditors will find them-
selves at the end of their rope
and for many, the only available
“out” may be the bankruptcy
court. The goal of bankruptcy is
to discharge the debtor’s debts
and give him a fresh start.

For most people, the process
begins by filing a Chapter 7 or

2

Chapter 13 bankruptcy petition.
The goal of a Chapter 7 petition
is to allow the debtor to liquidate
and clear away many types of
unsecured debts like credit card
debt. If you're far behind on your
bills and don't have the means to
make monthly payments and liv-
ing expenses, this may be the
way to go.

On the other hand, if you
own a house and have other as-
sets, a Chapter 13 may be better
option. In a Chapter 13, your
total amount of your debts may
be reduced, and you will have a
payment plan to repay your cred-
itors. In every bankruptcy case, a
trustee is appointed.

While the overarching role
of the trustee is to collect and
liquidate the petitioner’s proper-
ty (called “estate”) and to dis-
tribute the proceeds to creditors.
Many people are unaware of just
how powerful the trustee is. The
trustee collects and reduces to
money the property of the bank-
ruptcy petitioner and close the
estate as quickly as possible. The
trustee ensures that the debtor

either keeps or surrenders prop-
erty that secures consumer debt;
the debtor makes all payments to
the trustee who, in turn, pays the
creditors. The trustee can termi-
nate the Chapter 13 if you fail to
keep your part of the bargain.

The Chapter 13 process can
go over several years depending
on the income of the debtor and
size of the debt.

e Debts that you left off your
bankruptcy petition,

e Many types of taxes;

e Child support

e Alimony;

e Fines or penalties owed to
government agencies;

e Student loans; and,

e Personal injury debts arising
out of a drunk driving acci-
dent

Bankruptcy is complicated.
You will likely need an attorney
who regularly works in the bank-
ruptcy court to help you. This is
not the time to go it alone. You
could end up in a worse position
that when you started!

SHELTER (Continued from page 7)

According to an anonymous
former employee whose post on
indeed.com is dated January 2,
2019, working at Urban Renewal
Homeless shelter at 224 Sussex
Avenue was challenging. Using
the nickname ‘“Non-Applicable,”
the former employee gave the
following description.

“I begin work at 7:00 a.m. |
met with the adolescent to re-
view their progress with obtain-
ing their GED. I met with clients
that were positive for HIV. I set
up doctor appointments, assist
[ed] with obtaining medication,
submitted Ryan White reports
each month. I learned how to
meet the needs for a client that
had a chronic illness. I complet-
ed intake with new clients. I fa-
cilitated Health, education, Risk,
Reduction Groups (HERR). The
hardest part of the job was deal-
ing with the manager who was
(accused of) stealing money
from the clients.

The most enjoyable part of
the job was helping the client get
their needs met with medical,

medication, housing and educa-
tion.”

According to the former em-
ployee, he “enjoyed working
with adolescents and chronic
illness clients.”

There were several earlier
reviews dated 2013-2016. Two
were four stars, one five stars,
and the last one, one star. It went
downhill once management
changed in 2017.

The shelter closed in Sep-
tember 2018 but reopened after
private donors donated funds to
keep it open. At that point, the
shelter had 194 residents.

Community Activists speak out

In her email, Munirah EI
Bomani, a community activist,
wrote in part, “in Newark, all
shelters are full capacity except
the horrible one at 224 Sussex
Avenue where the homeless
don’t want to go because they
are treated worse than animals.”

Sources have told “Local
Talk” that bad food is an issue
that needs to be addressed by the
federal health departments.

In a text message interview,
Munirah El Bomani said that
H.E.L.P Center / Urban Renewal
at 224 Sussex Avenue had major
problems. “Staff unprofessional.
Food horrible. Freezing cold.
Drug haven. Crime being swept
under the rug, worse than the
Lincoln Motel,” ElI Bomani
wrote.

No Comparison to Lincoln Motel

Before its demolition in Oc-
tober 2007, there existed a shel-
ter called Lincoln Motel. It was
located opposite Newark Broad
Street train station. According to
an October 8, 2007 New York
Times article, the motel was
owned by Miles Berger, a Jew-
ish businessman who purchased
it in 1976. Previously, an aban-
doned Holiday Inn hotel, the
building was renamed in honor
of President Lincoln who
stopped in Newark in 1861 on
his way to the inauguration. Ac-
cording to the article, in the
1980s, Mr. Berger turned the
motel’s 200 rooms into a haven
for welfare recipients. Berger

received about $1000 a month
per person.

Crime, drugs and prostitution
were rife at the Lincoln Motel,
states the 2007 New York Times
article. Police arrests “were so
common that a motel floor plan
graced the well of the public de-
fender’s office to assist lawyers
juggling cases.” With all of its
problems, the old Lincoln Motel
could not be compared to the
infamous H.E.L.P. shelter at 224
Sussex Avenue.

At the Lincoln Motel, resi-
dents slept in regular beds, not
mattresses. Rooms were warm.
Police was a phone call away,
there being a police presence at
nearby Broad Street train station.
No one tried to evict tenants
without due process, defraud
them, or serve bad and spoiled
food.

Debra Salters, another com-
munity activist, told “Local
Talk” via telephone, “I met peo-
ple who slept in a park rather
than be at that shelter.”
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TOWN WATCH
(Continued from page 6)

were respectively held 11:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. Feb. 24 at the Silverton Memo-
rial Funeral Home. Entombment followed
at the Ocean County Memorial Park,
Toms River.

SOUTH ORANGE / MAPLEWOOD -
Village President Sheena Collum said that
she, Maplewood Mayor Frank McGehee
and their respective elders are talking with
both sides of the SOMSD-SOMEA im-
passe Feb. 22 - about two hours after 100
parents rallied in front of the Maplewood
Municipal Building to push for fully reo-
pened schools.

Collum, during the village Board of
Trustees meeting, said that she and
McGehee have been talking with South
Orange-Maplewood  School  District
Board of Education members and have
been looking on how to get COVID tests
and vaccinations to South Orange-
Maplewood Education Association mem-
bers sooner. The Village President
stressed that she and Mayor McGehee are
working within institutional limits.

"We obviously have a consolidated
district and the way it works is that we're
a separate entity," said Collum. "We're a
separate taxing authority. We're great
partners in that we always welcome the
opportunity to work with our schools."

100 members of SOMA for Safe Re-
turn to School held a 5 p.m. rally at
Maplewood's town hall, calling for a re-
turn to full-time, in-classroom instruction
for all elementary and special education
students. This was held on the 100th day
of the 2020-21 school year - and the 345th
day since SOMSD closed the physical
schools to help curb the global COVID
pandemic.

Respective  SOMSD and SOMEA
leaders have been talking with a mediator
to try to get their Jan. 27 school reopening
plan revived. Disagreements over class-
room readiness had closed a limited reo-
pening Feb. 15 and kicked out its next
step to either March 15 or April 19.
Teacher continue to remotely instruct
from their own homes.

The SOMSD school board has filed
suit in State Superior Court-Newark Feb.
23 to end SOMEA's "illegal job action"
and bring teachers back to the classrooms
"immediately."

A new group - the SOMA Community
Alliance for Education - announced their
existence at Monday night's SOMSD
BOE meeting. SOMA CAE posed a 10
point plan to comprehensively bring about
safe school reopenings.

BLOOMFIELD - To say that two-term
Councilman Gary lacobacci, 64, who died
Feb. 16, had his heart in Bloomfield may

15
be an understatement.

While some may look at lacobacci's
two terms on the Township Council 1990-
96 as his career highpoint, the adopted
son had been involved in Bloomfield's
political and civic activities for the last
five decades.

Iacobacci had helped campaign for
several other council members. The one-
time Bloomfield Little League coach was
also a member of the Municipal Youth
Guidance Council, Bloomfield-Newark
Elks, Bloomfield UNICO, Bloomfield
Friends of the Library and a Brookdale
Park walking group.

JTacobacci, who was born in Newark
Aug. 17, 1956, came here by way of
Belleville. His family moved from Ste-
phen Crane Village and Gary the Abing-
ton Avenue School to Belleville in 1966
and settled in Bloomfield.

The Bloomfield High School Class of
1974 graduate, except for his schooling at
Nutley's RETS Institute and his medical
equipment technician field calls, pretty
much stayed here.

Son Gary, Jr., daughters Marie Iaco-
bacci and Kristina Reese, brother Frank,
sisters Mary Ann Mignone and grandsons
Giovani lacobacci and Donovan Reese
are among his survivors. Visitation was
held Feb. 21 and funeral Feb. 22 at Nut-
ley's S.W. Brown and Son Funeral Home.
Burial was followed at Glendale Ceme-

tery.

MONTCLAIR - The township govern-
ment is now working on a 20-day clock,
set by a State Superior Court judge Feb.
22, to decide on a landlords group's
"cured" rent control referendum petition.

Judge Jeffrey B. Beacham is asking
Montclair's township clerk to either certi-
fy the Montclair Property Owners Associ-
ation's petition and schedule a special
election or repeal its April 27-approved
rent control law - on or before March 15.

Beacham's Monday ruling reverses his
Jan. 15 ruling that upheld Township Clerk
Angelese Bermudez Nieves rejection of
MPOA's "cured" petition. The judge took
up the landlord group's appeal to stay his
Jan. 15 decision and re-evaluate.

MPOA had twice brought their
"cured" petitions, with the corrections to
match corrections in registered voters' sig-
natures and addresses. Nieves' rejection,
however, left the petition 27 signatures
short of Montclair's 1,530 minimum to
have the referendum question considered
for ballot placement.

Beacheam allowed MPOA to conduct
their signature drive electronically due to
the global COVID pandemic. The judge
ordered the township to turn over resi-
dent's email addresses from a reverse-911
list - which Montclair elders felt was an
invasion of privacy.

BELLEVILLE / NUTLEY - The dispute

between particular protesters, including a Belle-
ville man, and individual Nutley police officers
during the June 26 demonstrations at Nutley's Co-
lumbus monument has resurfaced in U.S. Federal
Court-Newark Feb. 17.

Attorneys for Kevin Alfano, 21, of Belleville,
and Georgana Sziszak, 20, Queens, N.Y., have
filed a First Amendment suit against NPD Det.
Michael Rempusheski.

Attorney Robert Friedman, of New York said
that Det. Rempusheski's July 1 issuing a summons
for cyberstalking and filing the said criminal com-
plaint with ECPO was meant to stifle Alfano's
freedom of speech.

Rempusheski had filed his suit against Alfano,
Sziszak, one other Nutley man and two Belleville
women because Alfano had posted a photo of an-
other NPD detective between the demonstrators,
asking for his identity.

Rempusheski said that his colleague, identified
as Det. P.J. Sandomenico, told him that he was
fearing harm to him and his family by Alfano's
posting. The ECO dismissed Rempusheski's com-
plaint by July 15 for "insufficient evidence."

Alfano, said Friedman, has since suffered from
anxiety and sleeplessness, had stopped attending
protests and made his online accounts private.

Alfano had posted Sandomenico's photo be-
cause he had hid his name on his badge June 26
and appeared to have befriended the counter-
protestors. NPD officers stood between those by
the statute, who erroneously thought the Nutley
for Black Lives protestors were arriving to topple
the Christopher Columbus marker.

KENNY JAMES / DINO COZ
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VISIT us at our new state of the art facility in

HCO

OUR PROVIDERS
CARDIOLOGY

Gitendra Rajiyah, MD
Catalino DelaCruz, MD
Abbas Shehadeh, MD
Isaac Tawfik, MD
Gbemisola Alli, APN _
Guetty Gabaud-Dumesle, APN

PULMONARY/SLEEP
DISORDERS
Jeffrey Miller, DO

_PODIATRY
Kordai DeCoteau, DPM

NEUROLOGY
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD

~ NUTRITION
David Sonenberg, MS, RD, CDE

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Eddy Simon, MD
Paul Cahiwat, MD
Nancy Cahiwat, MD
Mamatha Mohan, MD
Myriam Sterlin, MD
Aleksander Lekan, MD
Indu Vira, MD
Hemlata Bhatia, MD
Deepa Rajiv, MD
Nivia Rowe, APN
Sanjaykumar Shah, APN
Mary Elias, APN
Janiece Howell, APN
Jamila Jones, DNP
Marie Tunis, APN
Nmandu Utuk, APN
Beena Mathew, DNP

East Orange - 60 Evergreen Place ¢ Suite 400

*As our Community 1s impacted by another wave of COVID-19, the Heart Center of the Oranges 1s here to

- safely assist our patients. We encourage patients to take advantage of our Telemedicine visits to prevent the
' spread of the virus. We encourage everyone to come in for the flu shot as soon as possible - Ds. Ec:!;'d;aé

Before Treatment

Varicose Vein Treatment

Now OFFERING

6 Weeks
After Treatment’

L

" Contact us: 973-395-1550

Orangeheartcenter.net

VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

South Orange:
Maplewood:
Bloomfield:
Newark:

West Orange:
West Orange:
West Orange:

60 Vose Avenue
2091 Millburn Ave.

135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B

202 Stuyvesant Ave.
77 Main Street

95 Main Street

92 Old Northfield Road

(cumently closed for ranovations)

Tel. 973-763-5200
Tel. 973-378-2266
Tel. 973-743-2248
Tel. 973-374-8807
Tel. 973-324-2090
Tel. 973-736-5552
Tel. 973-736-5552



