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By Walter Elliott 
 
NEWARK - The distribution 
of the COVID-19 Novel Coro-
navirus vaccines, some eight 
days after the first inoculations 
here, is spreading out to other 
hospitals, nursing homes and 
designated sites while you tread 
this. 

"Local Talk" received some 
evidence of the rollout's direc-
tion when a staff member got a 
message Dec. 21 from his 
mother's nursing home in East 
Orange. 

The nursing home staff asked 
permission to inoculate "Mom" 
on or by the end of this year. The 
home's representative had set a 
Dec. 25 deadline to hear from the 
families or legal guardians of 
their residents so they could start 
detailed planning. 

The state and federal govern-
ments' reaching out to the nurs-
ing homes with the first vaccine 
batches is in keeping with a strat-
egy that is comparable to an 
army's invasion of an enemy 
stronghold in a World War Two 

(Continued on page 11) 

NEWARK - December 21, 2020 
- Following weeks of preparation, 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Cen-
ter and Children’s Hospital of 
New Jersey, an RWJBarnabas 
Health facility, began administer-
ing the Pfizer- BioNTech vaccine 
to its high-risk, frontline employ-
ees. The hospital opened its em-
ployee vaccine clinic at 6:00 a.m. 
on Dec. 21 and employees were 
welcomed with cheers of support 
from the administrative and vol-
unteer staff. 

Vatesse Pleasant, RN, 40 
years-old, was the first Newark 
Beth Israel employee to receive 
the vaccine. “I’m excited to be 
able to visit my granddaughter 
again,” said Vatesse, who has 
been working with critically ill 
COVID-19 patients since July 
when she started working at 
Newark Beth Israel. 

RWJBarnabas Health 
(RWJBH) has been working dili-
gently with the state to support 
the New Jersey Department of 

(Continued on page 14) 

Vatesse Pleasant, RN, becomes the 
first Newark Beth Israel employee to 
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
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Our Next Edition will be published  
on January 7, 2021. 

 

Good tidings and good health to all. 
 

   ...and Good Riddance 2020! 
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Dhiren Shah 
Editor-In-Chief 

Hello Readers, 
 
Wishing all of you Happy 

Holidays and a prosperous new 
year. Right now, the biggest 
threat amongst us is the corona-
virus and its impact on our life. 
The biggest impact is on those 
who already are hospitalized and/
or going through tough treatment 
including ventilators. The next 
impact is that we have to wear 
masks, keep social distancing and 
wash our hands regularly. The 
third impact is everything that 
has closed, including businesses, 
restaurants, amusement parks, 
etc. The fourth impact is that the 
majority of us have not seen our 
loved once for the past 11 months 
and we don’t know when we will 
see them. The fifth impact is that 
we cannot hug our family and 

friends. The sixth impact is that 
we cannot live our lives like we 
used to, such as going to movie 
theaters, going to restaurants, 
traveling to many places in 
America and the world. And last 
but not the least, there is the fear 
of getting the virus at any given 
moment. 

Finally, the second stimulus 
package of $900 billion has been 
passed through Congress and the 
Senate. The nearly 5,600-page 
bill was sent to the President for 
his signature. However, the stim-
ulus package awarded money to 
some countries. Right now, we 
should think about the USA, not 
other countries. President Trump 
rejected the package, stating that 
$600 per person is not good 
enough. He said that it should be 
$2,000 per person or $4,000 per 
couple. Nancy Pelosi immediate-
ly said that she would work on 
an amendment to pass before the 
end of the year. President-elect 
Biden said that he would ask for 
a third stimulus package once he 
gets into office. That means he 
thinks that this round of stimulus 

is not enough. 
Small businesses are strug-

gling right now. Due to large 
corporations getting most of the 
money in the first stimulus pack-
age of March 2020, this time 
lawmakers were a little more 
careful, but there is still a touch 
of politics in the latest bill. The 
new eligibility part of the PPP 
loan is the only thing that has 
been applauded by most of the 
media and critics. There are 
some changes in the eligibility. 
Instead of 500 employees max, 
they made it 300 employees at 
each location (that’s problemat-
ic), for use of the full amount of 
PPP loans (that’s good), compa-
nies must demonstrate at least a 
25% reduction on gross receipts 
in the first 3 quarters of 2020 
compared to 2019 (that’s good), 
newspapers and public broad-
casting with no more than 500 
employees per location (why do 
they have advantages), the pro-
hibition for publicly-traded news 
organizations was waived (large 
news media got the advantage…
no good). So. as usual. the stim-

ulus package has been written 
and decided by both parties to 
help some larger entities. 

I met with one of the bank 
managers. She said that her 
bank’s administration is thinking 
about opting out of the PPP loan 
processing. She said that the 
work they are doing is too much 
to handle. Every other day, there 
is a rule change. These new PPP 
loans have more rules in giving 
out the loans and a lot of work in 
the forgiveness of the loan sys-
tem. The way people are calling 
them, contacting them, and due 
to the fact that the SBA system 
is not up to par, the workload is 
so much more (triple) then they 
originally thought. 

PPP loan and stimulus 
checks being digitally deposited 
in accounts is very good to uplift 
the economy. However, when a 
few people take advantage of it, 
it hurts all of us, especially small 
business owners. .  

 
Have a wonderful week.  
 
I’ll talk to you next week. 
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TRENTON - Attorney General 
Gurbir S. Grewal joined a bipar-
tisan coalition of 38 Attorneys 
General on Dec. 17 in suing 
Google for allegedly violating 
federal antitrust laws by using 
anticompetitive tactics to main-
tain its monopoly power in the 
markets for general search en-
gines and related advertising. 

Filed in federal court in the 
District of Columbia, the multi-
state complaint alleges that 
Google illegally maintains mo-
nopoly power through a series of 
anticompetitive exclusionary 
contracts and conduct. As a re-
sult, Google has deprived con-
sumers of competition that could 
lead to greater choice, more in-
novation, and better privacy pro-
tections, while exploiting its 
market position to accumulate 
and leverage data in ways that 
harm consumers. 

“Big tech companies like 
Google have incredible power 
over our daily lives,” said Attor-
ney General Grewal. “We look 
to them for so much of the infor-

mation that we use to navigate 
the world, and they use our us-
age behavior to monetize their 
businesses. How they acquire 
and exert their power and influ-
ence over our behaviors must be 
scrutinized. The lawsuit we’re 
filing today is the result of a 
broad, bipartisan effort to exam-
ine Google’s market conduct and 
sends the message that no com-
pany is too powerful to avoid 
real accountability.” 

The complaint is consistent 
with a lawsuit filed by the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) on 
October 20, which alleged that 
Google improperly maintains its 
monopoly power in the general 
search and search advertising 
markets through the use of ex-
clusionary agreements. 

However, this filing includes 
additional allegations and de-
scribes Google’s monopoly 
maintenance scheme as a multi-
part effort. 

The lawsuit alleges that 
Google: 

 

• Uses exclusionary agree-
ments and other practices to 
limit the ability of rival gen-
eral search engines and po-
tential rivals to reach con-
sumers. This conduct ce-
ments Google as the go-to 
search engine on computers 
and mobile devices. One ex-
ample: Google pays Apple 
between $8 and $12 billion 
per year to ensure that 
Google is the default search 
engine on Apple devices, and 
limits general search compe-
tition on Android devices 
with a web of restrictive con-
tracts 

• Disadvantages users of its 
search-advertising manage-
ment tool, SA360, by prom-
ising that it will not favor 
Google search advertising 
over that of competing 
search engines such as Bing. 
Instead, Google continuously 
favors advertising on its own 
platform, inflating its profits 
to the detriment of advertis-
ers and consumers  

• Discriminates against spe-
cialized search sites - such as 
those that provide travel, 
home repair, or entertain-
ment services - by depriving 
them of access to prime posi-
tioning estate because these 
competing sites threaten 
Google’s revenue and domi-
nant position. 
 
The complaint further ex-

pands on DOJ’s complaint by 
explaining how the company 
deploys the same exclusionary 
contracting tactics to monopolize 
the emerging ways consumers 
access general search engines, 
such as through their home smart 
speakers, televisions, or in their 
cars. In so doing, the Attorneys 
General allege that Google is 
depriving consumers of competi-
tive choices and blocking inno-
vation. 

The coalition also goes fur-
ther than DOJ in explaining how 
Google’s acquisition and com-

(Continued on page 12) 

By William Hathaway 
 
In the NFL, one local team 

lost, while the other won, but 
still lost. Regarding the second, 
the good news is that the New 
York Jets will not be the third 
team in league history to finish 
0-16. They notched an upset win 
at the Los Angeles Rams 23-20. 
Now for the bad news. While 
the team avoided a huge embar-
rassment, they likely cost them-
selves huge prize, as the win 
now gives them the same record 
as the Jacksonville Jaguars, and 
thanks to strength of schedule, 
the Jags would get the 1st over-
all pick in the 2021 NFL Draft, 
likely to be Clemson star QB 
Trevor Lawrence. Ouch. 

Meanwhile, the New York 
Giants just flat out lost in their 
primetime home game against 
the Cleveland Browns. The 
crew from Ohio beat Big Blue 
20-6. While NY QB Colt 
McCoy was a respectable 19-31 
for 223 yards, he was no match 
for Baker Mayfield, who went 
27-32 for 297 yards and 2 
touchdowns. 

In college basketball, the 
surprise team in New Jersey is 
the Rutgers men’s program who 
improved to 6-0 and earned the 
#13 ranking in the nation. They 
beat Illinois at home 91-88 in 
some Big Ten Conference ac-
tion. On the other hand, the Se-
ton Hall Pirates suffered a con-
troversial overtime loss to Prov-
idence 80-77. The Friars got a 
game winning three-pointer off 
of an uncalled traveling viola-
tion. Speaking of Seton Hall, 
former SHU star Myles Powell 
will be heading to the Westches-
ter Knicks after he was unable 
to make the NY squad. 

Finally, the College Football 
Playoff is set. The rankings are 
as follows: #1 Alabama, #2 
Clemson, #3 Ohio State, #4 
Notre Dame. Just missing out 
was #5 Texas A&M. Also, in 
something that seems disre-
spectful to the tradition of the 
game, the Rose Bowl will not be 
played in Pasadena due to 
COVID-19 regulations in Cali-
fornia. It will be played at 
AT&T Stadium in Dallas in-
stead.  



 

 

NEWARK - The NJ MVC Re-
gional Licensing Center was 
open and closed in an institution-
al eyeblink Dec. 16 - but not be-
cause of Winter Storm Gail. 

228 Frelinghuysen Ave. was 
closed, long before all other state 
offices had closed in advance of 
Gail at 1 p.m. that Wednesday, 
because an employee here had 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

The licensing center - but not 
the inspection station and road 
test site - will remain closed for 
contact tracing and disinfection 
until Dec. 31. 

Prospective MVC customers 
are asked to check njmvc.gov to 
see which offices are closed, 
which ones are open for appoint-
ment visits - and whether one's 
business can be conducted 
online. 

 
Walker Dead Near I-280 

 
Newark Police and Essex 

County Prosecutor's Office de-
tectives, as of press time, were 
still investigating the Dec. 23 
early morning car crash off an 
Interstate 280 exit ramp that left 
an unidentified man dead. 

Preliminary NPD/ECPO 
findings have the driver of a 
bronze four-door SUV losing 
control after leaving I-280 Exit 
13 and crossing First Street onto 
the Sussex Avenue Connector at 
3:20 a.m. Wednesday. It in-
curred front end damage after 
striking the walker. 

The victim was rushed to 
Newark's University Hospital, 
where he had died at 4 a.m. The 
connector was closed into that 
morning’s rush hour for the field 
investigation. The SUV driver 
had not been identified. 

 
IRVINGTON - "Now just 
WHERE were you shot?" was 
the question asked by Irvington, 
Hillside and Newark police of-
ficers to a Newark hospital pa-
tient there Dec. 15. 

IPD detectives were called to 
RWJBarnabas Health Beth Israel 
Hospital just after midnight Dec. 
16 by their Newark colleagues. 
A man walked into Beth Israel's 
emergency ward with gunshot 
wounds 11:30 p.m. Dec. 15. He 
told hospital staff and NPD that 
he was shot in Irvington - but 
without further detail. 

HPD detectives were called 
in by 4 a.m. Dec. 16 when the 
victim later said he had shot 
himself in that township. The 
now-tri-town investigation con-
tinues. 

 
Man Sets Gas Station Fire 

 
A township man, accused of 

setting an Elmwood Park gas 
station on fire Dec. 14, was to 
know if he would be home for 
the holidays after his Dec. 23 
bail hearing at State Superior 
Court-Hackensack. 

Glenn B. Wilson, 36, has 
been held in the Bergen County 
Jail since his Dec. 15 arrest. He 
has been charged with two 
counts each of aggravated arson 
and thereof with intent for bodily 
injury or death. The Dec. 23 
hearing was to have determined 
if Wilson is facing either a first 
or second degree charge of theft 
by threatening. 

The cashier and station at-
tendant of Fuel 4 on Market 
Street said Wilson was arguing 
with them while they were 
pumping gasoline into his car at 
about 10 a.m. Dec. 14. They said 
Wilson removed the fuel pump 
nozzle, sprayed the ground with 
gas, used a lighter to set the fuel 
ablaze and sped away without 
paying. The fire was quickly put 
out. 

 
EAST ORANGE - City police 
detectives are seeking the person 
who shot a man in one of his 
legs here in the Ashland section 
Dec. 15. 

EOPD officers, responding 
to calls of gunfire around 234 
North Arlington Ave., found the 
wounded man there at about 10 
p.m. that Tuesday. 

Local EMS medics took the 
victim to Newark's University 

Hospital for overnight treatment. 
 

Maskless Skateboarding  
Closes Park 

 
Memorial Park's "Victory" 

statue will be lonelier over the 
holidays since Mayor Theodore 
"Ted" Green has closed its skate 
park. 

Green, from his home Dec. 
11, cited social media posts of 
skaters not wearing masks to 
close the East Orange Skate 
Park. The skate park had been 
seasonally open since its Aug. 
14, 2019 ribbon-cutting. 

Green, who had tested posi-
tive for the virus by Dec. 7, and 
city administrators have stressed 
that the rest of Memorial Park 
remains open for passive recrea-
tional use. Memorial Park, with 
its World War One "Victory" 
statue as its centerpiece, is bor-
dered by Freeway Drive East, 
South, Arlington and Lenox ave-
nues and South Walnut Street. 

 
ORANGE - The City Council 
will be calling for public com-
ment on establishing an Orange 
Municipal Court Director's post, 
and possibly casting a final vote, 
Jan. 5. 

Resolution 62-2020, which 
was passed on Dec. 1 introduc-
tion by the council, would super-
vise court clerk performance, 
adjust workloads and set work 
priorities. The prospective direc-
tor is to have a college or univer-
sity bachelor's degree and at 
least three years’ work experi-
ence in organizing, planning 
and/or directing "significant op-
erating programs." 

The reasoning, as per the or-
dinance's first of four pages, is 
that the OMC has an annual 
caseload upward of 30,000 cas-
es, hold four or more court ses-
sions a week and runs on an at 
least $300,000 budget That 
budget passes annual adequacy 
muster by State Superior Court-
Essex Vicinage Assignment 
Judge Sallyanne Floria. 

Current Municipal Court Ad-
ministrator James E. Moss cur-
rently oversees two deputy 
clerks, a temporary part-time 
ticket clerk and a high school 
intern clerk. The said p/t clerk 
partially fills the vacancy of a 
third deputy clerk, who had died 
in 2019. 

Director-led municipal courts 
who have larger populations and/

or caseloads include Newark, 
Irvington, Jersey City, Paterson 
and Hamilton Township. 

No salary has been proposed, 
nor does the ordinance state 
whether the director would re-
place the municipal court admin-
istrator. Also unstated is whether 
MCA Moss would be considered 
for the new post. 

State websites have listed 
MCA annual salary ranges from 
$49,000 to $74.100 with a 
$60,198 median income. 

 
WEST ORANGE - The Town-
ship Council approved granting a 
30-year Payment in Lieu of Tax-
es for the redevelopment of three 
Executive Suites office buildings 
by 1:05 a.m. Dec. 16. 

City elders approved, on a 4-
1 vote, a township administra-
tion agreement where Executive 
Suites owner Clarion will pay an 
average $1.3 million a year after 
it has converted 100 and 200 Ex-
ecutive Drive into residential 
units. 

The PILOT will also cover 
Clarion's payments for 10 
Rooney Circle redevelopment, 
which would be converted to 
West Orange's new DPW & En-
gineering headquarters and West 
Orange Public Library. 

What the council voted on 
can be considered "Executive 
Suites 2.0," where 300 Executive 
Dr. has been excluded. Clarion 
has also long spun off the neigh-
boring Essex Green Shopping 
Center from its original redevel-
opment, PILOT and "An Area in 
Need of Redevelopment" re-
quest. 

The township administration 
and its Heyer, Gruel and Associ-
ates consulting planners went 
back to the drawing board after 
A State Appellate Court panel 
overruled the first Executive 
Suites AINOR and PILOT Sept. 
11. 

John Krakoviak, in his last 
major vote on the council, was 
the lone dissenter. Krakoviak's 
tenure, dating back to 2010, has 
declined re-election Nov. 3. 
Councilman Jerry Guarino, 
whose re-election bid failed 
Nov. 3, and newly re-elected 
Council President Michelle Ca-
salino, voted for the PILOT. 

Planning Board Chairman 
Ron Weston, according to coun-
cil discussion, has either re-
signed or will not be returned to 

(Continued on page 7) 

DISCLAIMER: The following items are 
primarily drawn from first responders. 
Responders' accounts may not be their 
full activity range. Grand juries hand 
down indictments when evidence pre-
sented them warrant a trial. Named 
suspects/defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law.  
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Heritage House Apartments 
50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018 
A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY 

We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed 
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has 
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely 
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and 
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to 
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near 
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major 
thoroughfares. 
 

Apartment/Community Features: 
 
• Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units 
• Fully Equipped Modern kitchens 
• Plenty of closet space 
• On site laundry facility 
• Attended Lobby Entrance 
• 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance 
• Recreational Community Room 
• Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area. 
• Free on-site indoor garage parking 
• Window Treatments 

Annual Income 
Qualifications: 

**Maximum income 
$38,460.00 – 1 person 
$43,920.00 – 2 persons 

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally 

assisted programs and activities.  A senior executive has been designated 
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements 
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:  

Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,  
423 W. 55th St, 9th Fl. NY, NY 10019,  

(212) 319-1200, NY  
TTY 1-800-662-1220 

 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

Open Monday - Friday  
9:00 am to 5:00 pm  
Call: 973-677-9111  

TTY: 1-800-852-7899  
or Stop by!  
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By Michele Lowe,  
East Orange, NJ  
 

BLACK LIVES MATTER,  
ALL LIVES MATTER,  

ANIMALS LIVES MATTER 
 
First, let me start off by say-

ing Happy Holidays and a Happy 
New Year to all. I know many 
people who love animals just like 
me. It has always been my pas-
sion.  

I would like to take just some 
spare time and hopefully, every-
one can relate. These animals are 
hopeless; they are innocent. I 
need more people to love them; 
don’t walk over them, and don’t 
walk past them. All they need is 
love and affection, and a little 
attention. All the time when I’m 
out and about, I take time out to 
see animals. I may stop at the 
store, grab some pet food and 
feed them. It’s the least that we 

as people can do, if you can’t 
provide a home. 

They are our friends and 
family. They have hearts too; 
they bleed red too. People should 
stop overlooking at them, as they 
need help too. One of the best 
things in the world is a loyal true 
best friend. That of course is a 
pet. Animals understand us. 
They’re very smart.  

Let’s slow down the speed 
limit, as a dozen a day animals 
get hit by car and left. Other peo-
ple and myself love animals. I 
dislike seeing that kind of harsh-
ness in our cities and all over. 
People, we have to love better. 
There’s an understanding in life, 
and a blessing in one. Don’t 
overlook things because you 
don’t care.  

Growing up as a very young 
child, one of my favorite things 
was rescuing animals. My mom 
couldn’t stand it. She would say, 
“Michele, what do you have 
now?” But she knew how much 
love and passion I had. She 
would say, “Just another Dr. Do-
little.” 

As always, she was right 
there to help me take care of 
them. My entire family under-
stood. All I’m saying to the peo-
ple out there is to stop the cruel-
ty, stop the dog fights. If you 
have any problems and need to 
surrender a pet, please don’t just 
throw them out in the street. 
How cold can we be? Jus think, 
would you like to be treated like 
that?  

So to all the listeners, please 
have patience and love, and be 
open for a change. P.S. Help is 
not hard. 

 
Advertorial 

NEWARK - Saint Michael's 
Medical Center in Newark be-
gan administering the newly ap-
proved Moderna vaccine on 
Tuesday. 

Employees erupted in ap-
plause when Andrew Mina ad-
ministered the first shot of the 
vaccine to Renald Cuna. 

The hospital received a ship-
ment of 300 doses only hours 
before and expects another 300 
in the coming days. 

More than 50 front-line hos-
pital workers received the vac-
cine on Tuesday with more 
signed up in the days leading up 
to Christmas. 

"I think there's nobody on 
our staff who hasn't been affect-
ed by COVID-19 personally," 
said Dr. Alan Sickles, the CEO 
of Saint Michael's Medical Cen-
ter. "We've lost staff members 
and family members. Being able 
to offer the vaccine today is just 
an incredible advance for us. 
This is a Christmas gift a few 
days early, and we're all grateful 
for that." 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration issued an emer-
gency use authorization for the 
Moderna vaccine on Friday, 
making it the second vaccine 
approved for emergency use. 

The FDA approved a vac-
cine produced by Pfizer-
BioNTech on Dec. 11. 

Both vaccines work similar-
ly to fight COVID-19 and both 
are considered safe and effica-
cious. Both also require a sec-
ond shot a few weeks later. 

Kathleen Ryan, a pharmacist 
at Saint Michael's, said the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine must be 
stored at extremely cold temper-
atures (-94 degrees Fahrenheit) 
to remain effective while the 
Moderna vaccine can be stored 

at minus four degrees for long-
term storage and around 40 de-
grees for up to 30 days. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recom-
mended that the first supplies of 
the vaccine be given to 
healthcare personnel and long-
term care facility residents be-
cause the supply of both vac-
cines is limited. 

Newark North Ward Coun-
cilman Anibal Ramos Jr., who 
attended the event on behalf of 
the city, noted that the pandemic 
has hit Newark harder than any 
other city in New Jersey. 

"This is truly a historic day," 
said Ramos, whose father sur-
vived a COVID-19 infection in 
a nursing home this spring. "It's 
incredible that in such a short 
time we are in a position where 
we can safeguard our front line 
healthcare workers." 

The following are quotes 
from Saint Michael's employees 
and medical staff: "This is a mo-
ment of celebration," said Mat-
thew Morales, the director of 
Rehab Medicine. "Humanity 
should celebrate." 

Dr. Richard Miller, a critical 
care physician, noted that Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the director of 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, re-
ceived the Moderna vaccine on-
ly hours before. 

"If it's good enough for Dr. 
Fauci, it's good enough for me," 
Dr. Miller said. 

Malori Clarke-Cameron said 
getting the vaccine was a first 
step on the road to normalcy. 

"You forget what it's like to 
hug somebody or even just to 
shake a hand," Clarke-Cameron 
said. "This is the first step in 
being to do all the stuff again." 

Andrew Mina administers  
the first shot of the vaccine  

to Renald Cuna.  
Photo Credit: Saint  

Michael's Medical Center 
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UNITED STATES 

 
Justice Department  

Sues Walmart  
 
In a civil complaint filed 

Dec. 22, the Department of Jus-
tice has alleged that Walmart 
Inc. unlawfully dispensed con-
trolled substances from pharma-
cies it operated across the coun-
try and unlawfully distributed 
controlled substances to those 
pharmacies throughout the 
height of the prescription opioid 
crisis. 

The complaint alleges that 
this unlawful conduct resulted in 
hundreds of thousands of viola-
tions of the Controlled Substanc-
es Act (CSA). The Justice De-
partment seeks civil penalties, 
which could total in the billions 
of dollars, and injunctive relief. 

“It has been a priority of this 
administration to hold accounta-
ble those responsible for the pre-
scription opioid crisis.  As one of 
the largest pharmacy chains and 
wholesale drug distributors in 
the country, Walmart had the 
responsibility and the means to 
help prevent the diversion of 
prescription opioids,” said Jef-
frey Bossert Clark, Acting Assis-
tant Attorney General of the Civ-
il Division. “Instead, for years, it 
did the opposite - filling thou-
sands of invalid prescriptions at 
its pharmacies and failing to re-
port suspicious orders of opioids 
and other drugs placed by those 
pharmacies. This unlawful con-
duct contributed to the epidemic 
of opioid abuse throughout the 
United States. Today’s filing 
represents an important step in 
the effort to hold Walmart ac-
countable for such conduct.” 

The result of a multi-year 
investigation by the depart-
ment’s Prescription Interdiction 

& Litigation (PIL) Task Force, 
the complaint filed in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of 
Delaware alleges that Walmart 
violated the CSA in multiple 
ways as the operator of its phar-
macies and wholesale drug dis-
tribution centers. The complaint 
alleges that, as the operator of its 
pharmacies, Walmart knowingly 
filled thousands of controlled 
substance prescriptions that were 
not issued for legitimate medical 
purposes or in the usual course 
of medical practice, and that it 
filled prescriptions outside the 
ordinary course of pharmacy 
practice.  

The complaint also alleges 
that, as the operator of its distri-
bution centers, which ceased dis-
tributing controlled substances in 
2018, Walmart received hun-
dreds of thousands of suspicious 
orders that it failed to report as 
required to by the DEA. Togeth-
er, the complaint alleges, these 
actions helped to fuel the pre-
scription opioid crisis. 

If Walmart is found liable for 
violating the CSA, it could face 
civil penalties of up to $67,627 
for each unlawful prescription 
filled and $15,691 for each sus-
picious order not reported.  The 
court also may award injunctive 
relief to prevent Walmart from 
committing further CSA viola-
tions. 

The claims made in the com-
plaint are allegations that United 
States must prove if the case 
proceeds to trial. 

The United States is repre-
sented in the filed action by at-
torneys from the Department of 
Justice Civil Division’s Consum-
er Protection Branch and from 
the U.S. Attorneys’ Offices for 
the District of Colorado, District 
of Delaware, Eastern District of 
North Carolina, Eastern District 
of New York, and Middle Dis-
trict of Florida. The DEA’s Dal-
las Field Division and Diversion 
Control Operations personnel 
investigated the case. The 
DEA’s Office of Chief Counsel 
and the Criminal Division’s Nar-
cotic and Dangerous Drug Sec-

tion provided substantial sup-
port.  

 
MEXICO 

 
The Most Dangerous  
Place for Journalists  
 
In a report released Dec. 22 

by the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ), the number of 
journalists singled out for mur-
der in reprisal for their work 
more than doubled this year, 
leading to a rise in overall work-
related killings. 

Globally, at least 30 journal-
ists were killed on duty in 2020, 
including 21 reprisal murders, up 
from 10 murders last year. The 
number of deaths in combat or 
crossfire fell to a 20-year low. 

“It’s appalling that the mur-
ders of journalists have more 
than doubled in the last year, and 
this escalation represents a fail-
ure of the international commu-
nity to confront the scourge of 
impunity,” said CPJ Executive 
Director Joel Simon. 

Countries with significant 
numbers of murders included 
Mexico and Afghanistan. 

Mexico has long been the 
most dangerous country for jour-
nalists in the Western hemi-
sphere. This year, at least five 
journalists were killed there, in-
cluding four retaliatory murders. 
Journalists covering Mexico 
work in an environment of vio-
lent drug traffickers and en-
trenched corruption, and Presi-
dent Andrés Manuel López Ob-
rador has not shown the political 
will to combat impunity. Most 
recently, a murder and a series of 
threats to the media by a sus-
pected criminal gang have deci-
mated reporting in the city of 
Iguala, in Guerrero state. 

Worldwide, criminal groups 
were the most frequently sus-
pected killers of journalists. 
However, in one particularly ap-
palling case, government offi-
cials in Iran executed journalist 
Roohollah Zam on Dec. 12 after 
he was sentenced to death for his 
reporting on 2017 anti-

government protests. Because he 
was jailed as of Dec. 1, Zam was 
also listed on CPJ’s annual cen-
sus of imprisoned journalists, 
which is a global snapshot of 
those behind bars on that date 
(and which this year hit a record 
high). 

“It is outrageous that Roo-
hollah Zam appears in CPJ’s 
census of journalists imprisoned 
around the world and also the 
list of those killed in the same 
year,” Simon added. “His inclu-
sion on both lists is testament to 
the abject cruelty of the Iranian 
regime, which cloaks itself in the 
veneer of legality. Zam’s killing 
is nothing but state-sponsored 
murder.” 

“The fact that murder is on 
the rise and the number of jour-
nalists imprisoned around the 
world hit a record is a clear 
demonstration that press free-
dom is under unprecedented as-
sault in the midst of a global 
pandemic, in which information 
is essential,” Simon concluded. 
“We must come together to re-
verse this terrible trend.” 

 
 MIDDLE EAST 

 
Trump Pardons  
Draw Concern  

 
The UN human rights office 

OHCHR, has voiced deep con-
cern over the decision by United 
States President Donald Trump 
to grant pardons to four security 
guards who were tried and con-
victed for the killing of 14 Iraqi 
civilians in Baghdad, in 2007. 

OHCHR spokesperson Marta 
Hurtado, said in a statement on 
Wednesday that pardoning the 
four employees of private mili-
tary company Blackwater, for 
their part in the killings that took 
place when they and other 
guards opened fire in Nisoor 
Square, “contributes to impunity 
and has the effect of embolden-
ing others to commit such crimes 
in the future.” 

President Trump announced 
(Continued on page 13) 
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December 22, 2020 - On-line 
registration for the Spring 2021 
Semester at Essex County Col-
lege is underway. The College’s 
Spring I Semester starts Tues-
day, January 19, 2021. 

Please note that instructions 
will begin virtually due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
but some courses will be al-
lowed to roll into face-to-face as 
the semester progresses. The 
College follows all CDC recom-
mended safety guidelines in-
cluding wearing a mask and so-
cial distancing while on campus. 

“Essex County College of-
fers more than 50 Associate de-
gree programs and Academic 
Certificates in a wide range of 
disciplines. Essex graduates 
transfer as juniors to many New 
Jersey colleges and universities, 
as well as top schools around 
the country.  Register early to 
get the classes you want,” said 
Dr. Keith Kirkland, Dean of 

Student Affairs. 
For more information please 

click on this link: https://
www.essex.edu/registration/. 
Students may qualify for free 
tuition through the state Com-
munity College Opportunity 
Grant program. Go to https://
www.essex.edu/tuitionfree/ to 
see how to qualify. Additional 
registration information is avail-
able through the College’s Wel-
come Center at 973-877-
4477/3389. 

“Essex County College con-
tinues to provide high quality 
and affordable educational op-
portunities despite the pandem-
ic. Our many support services 
help students stay on track to 
graduate and realize their 
dreams,” said ECC Interim Pres-
ident Dr. Augustine A. Boakye. 

The College is fully accred-
ited by the Middle States Com-
mission on Higher Education, 
with open access to everyone.  
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the board Jan. 1. 
 

SOUTH ORANGE - People 
with long memories are midway 
between saying, "Goodbye 
Gruning's and Blockbuster" and 
"Hello Vose + Taylor" here 
along 55-65b South Orange Ave. 

Sanzari and other HUB Real-
ty contractors had been demol-
ishing the three South Orange 
Avenue storefront buildings plus 
60-62 Taylor Place from Nov. 
25 until only their basements 
were left by Dec. 18. 

59 SOA and 60 Taylor Pl. 
may be best remembered as ad-
dresses for Gruning's Ice Cream. 
William Gruning, fresh from 
opening his first store on Orange 
Street in Newark’s Roseville 
section, moved into the Freeman 
Building in 1925. He later 
bought 60 Taylor and rented it to 
his night manager. 

"Gruning's at the Bottom" 
became the flagship store and ice 
cream factory of a chain that in-
cluded Maplewood ("Gruning's 

at the Top") and Montclair 1925-
83, 84-91. 59 SOA became a 
pair of restaurants while the 
creamery became a Cuban res-
taurant and exercise gym. 60 
Taylor became a daycare center. 

When Village elders and 
planners began a "Vose and Tay-
lor Redevelopment Zone" in 
2017, reporters kept referring to 
the combined eight-property, 
1.267-acre lot as "The Block-
buster Site." 55 SOA, which the 
video rental store existed since 
the 1990s, had been vacant since 
that chain's 2012 liquidation. 

It their place will be a five-
story 110-unit residential build-
ing with ground floor commer-
cial/office/pop-up "maker" 
space. There will be 70 public 
parking spaces and 11 affordable 
housing units within the struc-
ture and plus another 11 afforda-
ble unit off-site nearby. 

HUB, who bought the lots 
for $1.3 million, will receive a 
25-year Payment in Lieu of Tax-
es worth $15 million. The vil-
lage, in exchange for granting 
the PILOT, gets a $700,000 pub-
lic improvement contribution 
and a five-year first choice/right 

of refusal on the second floor 
office space. 

 
MAPLEWOOD - South Orange
-Maplewood School District par-
ents have until Jan. 4 to inform 
administrators here whether they 
want to opt into a proposed two-
days-a-week in-person teaching 
model or stay on virtual/remote 
learning. 

SOMSD Superintendent Dr. 
Ronald Taylor had opened the 
preference application pipeline 
at the end of a "Return to School 
Town Hall" webinar that was 
launched here Dec. 17. Taylor 
and his staff will also be feeding 
post-airing questions. 

The two-town district admin-
istrators are aiming to have all 
students the opportunity for 
twice a week in-school learning 
by Jan. 25 in five phases. One 
phase has Pre-Kindergarten-
Second Grade, Sixth Grade and 
Ninth Grade students plus spe-
cial education and English lan-
guage learners from all grades 
returning Jan. 19. Students will 
then be on an AA/BB twice 
weekly schedule. 

Taylor did immediately re-

spond to why not go to a five-
days-a-week in-person schedule 
"like a neighboring district is 
planning." 

"Their five-day elementary 
design is based on a walking de-
sign," said the superintendent. 
"We're bound to offer transporta-
tion to families based on legal 
mandates, including the number 
of miles students live away from 
school buildings. This includes 
special education programs." 

The "Return to School" 
webinar was launched five days 
after 65 parents and students 
marched to the SOMSD Admin-
istration Building, here at 525 
Academy St. to urge reopening 
schools for full-time learning. 
The SOMA delegation were part 
of "Safe Return to School" ral-
lies that were also held that Sat-
urday in Montclair and Nutley. 

SOMSD wants parental pref-
erences on Jan.4 so they can plan 
on class sizes and staffing. 

 
MONTCLAIR - Two men were 
injured, and a bagel shop's front 
windows were smashed, said 
township police, after a brawl 

TOWN WATCH  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 15) 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY 
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY 

 

► Stop Bank Levies! 
► Stop Wage Garnishments! 
► Stop Creditor Harassment 
► Stop Foreclosure!!  
► Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners 
► Restore Driving Privileges 
► Prevent Auto Repossessions 
► ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt. 

 

FOR FREE CONSULTATION: 
Call 

DAVID WITHERSPOON 
Attorney-at-Law 

10 Hill St. (Suite 20Y) • Newark, 
NJ 07102 

973-991-0736 
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL MAY  

REDUCE YOUR STRESS! 
 

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency. 
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 
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NASA - On the night of Dec. 21, 
avid sky viewers were treated to 
an extraordinary sight. What has 
become known popularly as the 
“Christmas Star” is an especially 
vibrant planetary conjunction 
easily visible in the evening sky, 
as the planets Jupiter and Saturn 
got really close. 

In 1610, Italian astronomer 
Galileo Galilei pointed his tele-
scope to the night sky, discover-
ing the four moons of Jupiter - 
Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Cal-
listo. In that same year, Galileo 
also discovered a strange oval 
surrounding Saturn, which later 
observations determined to be its 
rings. These discoveries changed 
how people understood the far 
reaches of our solar system. 

Thirteen years later, in 1623, 
the solar system’s two giant 

planets, Jupiter and Saturn, trav-
eled together across the sky. Ju-
piter caught up to and passed 
Saturn, in an astronomical event 
known as a “Great Conjunc-
tion.” 

“You can imagine the solar 
system to be a racetrack, with 
each of the planets as a runner in 
their own lane and the Earth to-
ward the center of the stadium,” 
said Henry Throop, astronomer 
in the Planetary Science Divi-
sion at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington. “From our vantage 
point, we’ll be able to be to see 
Jupiter on the inside lane, ap-
proaching Saturn all month and 
finally overtaking it on Decem-
ber 21.” 

The planets regularly appear 
to pass each other in the solar 
system, with the positions of Ju-

piter and Saturn being aligned in 
the sky about once every 20 
years. 

What makes this year’s spec-
tacle so rare? It’s been nearly 
400 years since the planets 
passed this close to each other in 
the sky, and nearly 800 years 
since the alignment of Saturn 
and Jupiter occurred at night, as 
it will for 2020, allowing nearly 
everyone around the world to 
witness this “great conjunction.” 

The closest alignment will 
appear just a tenth of a degree 
apart and last for a few days. On 
the 21st, they will appear so 
close that a pinkie finger at 
arm’s length will easily cover 
both planets in the sky. The 
planets will be easy to see with 
the unaided eye by looking to-
ward the southwest just after 

sunset. 
From our vantage point on 

Earth the huge gas giants will 
appear very close together, but 
they will remain hundreds of 
millions of miles apart in space. 
And while the conjunction is 
happening on the same day as 
the winter solstice, the timing is 
merely a coincidence, based on 
the orbits of the planets and the 
tilt of the Earth. 

“Conjunctions like this could 
happen on any day of the year, 
depending on where the planets 
are in their orbits,” said Throop. 
“The date of the conjunction is 
determined by the positions of 
Jupiter, Saturn, and the Earth in 
their paths around the Sun, while 
the date of the solstice is deter-
mined by the tilt of Earth’s ax-
is.”  

Saturn, top, and Jupiter, below, are seen after sunset from Shenandoah National Park, Sunday, Dec. 13, 2020, in Luray, Virginia. The two 
planets are drawing closer to each other in the sky as they head towards a “great conjunction” on December 21, where the two giant planets 
will appear a tenth of a degree apart. Photo Credit: NASA/ Bill Ingalls  
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Why Should You Choose 

Direct Primary Care?  
 
Like many others, I entered 

one of the most challenging 
fields to date, so that one day I 
can learn to comprehend the hu-
man mind and body and provide 
care to the most innovative or-
ganism to set foot on this planet. 
Hence, I chose to study cell biol-
ogy and neuroscience with psy-
chology in my undergraduate 
years then went on to pursue my 
lifelong journey of learning 
medicine and completed my res-
idency training in internal medi-
cine and pediatrics. However, as 
my medical studies progressed, I 
became disillusioned, not only 
towards my ability to compre-
hend the vast amount of infor-
mation required of me to care for 
the human body, and its intrica-
cies along with the ever-
evolving research, but also the 
business of health care. 

It was during my second year 
of residency that the burnout 
caught up. I was ready to leave 
medicine and go into business 
school. I knew I wanted to go 
into primary care, but I could not 
fathom having to spend the rest 
of my life doing paperwork. It 
was while I was doing research 
on different practice styles for 
primary care medicine that I 
came across the concept of direct 
primary care. I traveled to Colo-
rado that same year for a rotation 
at an organization that champi-

oned the principles of direct pri-
mary care. After my experience, 
I knew that I would pursue direct 
primary care after I completed 
my training. 

In order to set myself up for 
success, I needed to learn about 
the existing health care system 
and its flaws. Like everyone 
else, I knew it was broken, but 
not how. After reading 
"Catastrophic Care" by David 
Goldhill and "America’s Bitter 
Pill" by Steven Brill, I had a bet-
ter understanding of the existing 
health care system and its intri-
cacies. I have since then con-
cluded that the change required 
to fix the broken insurance-
based primary care system and 
reverse primary care burnout 
isn’t complex and there is ample 
evidence for me to make that 
claim. 

I, however, will not discuss 
the possible policy changes that 
can potentially reverse the path 
we have chosen to pursue, as 
there are many more intelligent 
people pursuing such answers. 
Instead, my focus is to analyze 
health care spending, primary 
care segmentation, physician 
burnout and allow you to decide 
whether the solution I discuss is 
a potential one. 

 
Problem #1: Cost 

 
One big problem with the 

insurance-based system is cost. 
Health care costs in the United 
States have increased signifi-
cantly over the last decade, dra-
matically outpacing inflation at 
nearly three times the rate of in-
flation. 

Research suggests that pri-
mary care services account for 
between 5.8% and 7.7% of U.S. 
health care spending. Based on 
2019 national health care spend-
ing forecasts, which is $3.8 tril-
lion, calculated by the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices, total primary care spend-
ing is estimated at $256.5 bil-
lion. 

 
Problem #2: Burnout 

 

Physician burnout has be-
come widespread in our profes-
sion, likely driven by frustrating 
electronic health records, and 
soaring burden of administrative 
tasks all the while undermining 
patient encounters. Perhaps the 
catalyst to burnout and this new 
era of measurement and account-
ability that targets quality, er-
rors, inequities, and soaring 
costs may be possibly due to the 
1999 publication of the Institute 
of Medicine’s “To Err is Hu-
man” report or the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care Act 
in 2010.  

Whatever the cause, the 
burnout is real, and patients do 
not like being cared for by phy-
sicians who are experiencing 
symptoms of burnout, which fur-
ther translates to reduced patient 
satisfaction in primary care and 
increased medical errors. 

 
Problem #3: Shortage 

 
Since 2009, primary care vis-

itation has been steadily drop-
ping, according to data collected 
by the Health Care Cost Insti-
tute. The decrease has been es-
pecially sharp in recent years, as 
patients switch to lower-cost ur-
gent care centers staffed with 
more nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants. 

Some of the substitution 
away from primary care physi-
cians (PCPs) may be due to a 
shortage of doctors in this prac-
tice area. United Health Group 
estimates that nearly 13% of 
U.S. residents live in a county 
with too few PCPs (defined as 
less than one PCP per 2,000 peo-
ple). If the current physician re-
tirement and medical student 
specialization rates continue, it is 
estimated that the PCP shortage 
could almost triple by 2030 or 
simply put, one PCP per 6,000 
people. This physician-to-patient 
ratio will make it impossible for 
physicians to continue to prac-
tice primary care. 

These problems, I believe, 
are the key to the continued de-
struction of primary care. The 
increasing cost of primary care 

has potentiated increasing con-
trol by the government by en-
forcing measurement and ac-
countability which has further 
translated into a system of re-
wards, punishments, and pay-for
-performance. This tightening 
control has led to increased bur-
dens and administrative tasks 
alienating physicians, not only 
from direct patient engagement, 
the core of their desire to pursue 
medicine, but also from their 
families which has further poten-
tiated burnout.  

Burnout overall contributes 
to a 1% reduction in physicians’ 
professional work effort, which 
equates to losing the graduates 
of seven medical schools annual-
ly - before accounting for other 
outcomes of burnout such as ear-
ly retirement, leaving the profes-
sion altogether, and even physi-
cian suicide. This snowball ef-
fect will continue to destroy our 
primary care system.  

Even though many states 
have offered solutions such as 
providing nurse practitioners full 
practice rights so that they may 
serve the same role primary care 
physicians do, this solution will 
not fix the core of this problem, 
and the mounting stress among 
clinicians is likely to continue to 
increase burnout and cost. Re-
placing physicians will only shift 
the problem. 

However, there is a solution, 
for cost control in primary care, 
to address physician burnout and 
to address the primary care 
shortage, and that solution, I be-
lieve, is direct primary care.  

 
This article was written by 

Dr. Adil Manzoor DO, a Board 
Certified Internist & Board Eli-
gible Pediatrician, who works as 
a Hospitalist, and Emergency 
Room Physician. He is also the 
current President of Garden 
State Street Medicine, a non-
profit organization whose sole 
purpose is to provide free pre-
ventive and acute urgent care 
services for the homeless. He is 
also the co-founder of his own 
unique medical practice Mobile 
Medicine NJ.  

Dr. Adil Manzoor  OP/ED 
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movie. 
After establishing vaccina-

tion "beachheads" here at Uni-
versity Hospital and five other 
key regional medical centers 
across the state, the New Jersey 
Department of Health directed 
vaccines to another 47 hospitals 
on Dec.19. 

Two of Robert Wood John-
son Barnabas Health's hospitals - 
Newark Beth Israel and 
Belleville's Clara Maass - began 
inoculating their frontline work-
ers Dec. 21. 

Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center opened its employee vac-
cination center 6 a.m. that Mon-

day - with RN Vatesse Pleasant 
first in line. 

Clara Maass meanwhile 
greeted their first inoculant, ICU 
Nurse Tanya Howard, two hours 
later. 

Glen Ridge-Montclair's 
Mountainside Hospital gave the 
first of its 975 doses to Respira-
tory Therapist Steven 
Sokolowski by 6 a.m. Dec. 17. 

The state's remaining 18 hos-
pitals are to get their first vac-
cines on or by Dec. 31. They 
may be vaccines from Pfizer 
and/or BioNTech, who received 
first FDA emergency authoriza-
tions Dec. 11, or ModernaTX, 
who received similar permission 
Dec. 17. 

The foregoing are people 

who are in the state department's 
Category 1A, "paid or unpaid 
people serving in health care set-
tings who have the direct or indi-
rect exposure to patients or in-
fectious materials and long-term 
residents and staff." 

Those who are considered 
1B - essential workers - are get-
ting scheduled for Essex Coun-
ty's five geocentric vaccination 
centers. State Health Commis-
sioner Judy Persichchilli an-
nounced on another six statewide 
vaccination "mega-sites" Jan. 18 
with another 215 satellite sites 
being set up. 

Those six mega-sires are: 
 

• The Meadowlands Sports 
Complex, E. Rutherford. 

• New Jersey Convention and 
Exposition Center, Edison. 

• Moorestown Mall, Burling-
ton County. 

• Rowan College of South Jer-
sey at Sewell, Gloucester 
County. 

• The Atlantic City Conven-
tion Center. 
 
"Local Talk" will pass along 

what satellite vaccination centers 
are established here when an-
nounced. 

Pfizer, BioNTech and 
ModernaTX are to ship a second 
wave of their vaccines open on 
or by Dec. 28. They may be 
joined by AstraZeneca, Inovio, 
CanSino, Gamaleya Research 

COVID-19 VACCINATION 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 15) 

WASHINGTON - After 
months and months of bicker-
ing, whining, blaming and 
shaming, lawmakers in the na-
tion’s Capital decided to finally 
facilitate some help to the 
American public; but it still may 
not be coming. 

On Dec. 21, Congress 
passed a funding package, fea-
turing $900 billion in stimulus 
funding and $1.4 trillion in 
money for federal agencies - 
staving off a federal shutdown. 
Among the items in the bill are 
$284.4 billion in Payment Pro-
tection Program loans, $300 in 
weekly unemployment money 
for those without a job, and a 
$600 check for most Americans, 
half of the $1,200 that people 
got earlier in the year. As with 
the first checks, those making 
over $75,000 and couples mak-
ing over $150,000 are excluded. 
The U.S. House of Representa-
tives passed the bill 359-53, 
while the Senate voted in favor 
92-6. 

Not included in the bill is 
help for local and state govern-
ments, or liability protections 
for businesses, health care pro-
viders, and schools against 
COVID-19 claims. However, 
included in the bill is more mon-
ey for COVID-19 testing and $4 
billion for the New York Metro-
politan Transit Authority 
(MTA). 

And then, there was more 

controversial elements of the 
bill. One, the length, as lawmak-
ers had only hours to approve 
something that was nearly 5,600 
pages. Another item was aid to 
foreign countries, which includ-
ed such things as $1.3 billion to 
Egypt, $500 million for Israel, 
$85.5 million to Cambodia and 
$25 million for Pakistan, which 
has many Americans puzzled as 
to why other nations are getting 
critical money during this time. 

The lack of money for eve-
ryday Americans and influx of 
money toward non-Americans 
drew the ire of President Trump. 
In a video posted to social me-
dia, he voiced his displeasure 
with what Congress offered. 

“The bill they are now plan-
ning to send back to my desk is 
much different than anticipated. 
It really is a disgrace…I’m ask-
ing Congress to amend this bill 
and increase the ridiculously 
low $600 to $2,000, or $4,000 
for a couple. I’m also asking 
Congress to immediately get rid 
of the wasteful and unnecessary 
items from this legislation.” 

In a rare action, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi agreed 
with Trump on something, 
which was adding money to 
stimulus checks. 

“Republicans repeatedly re-
fused to say what amount the 
President wanted for direct 
checks,” Pelosi poster on Twit-
ter. “At last, the President has 

EAST	ORANGE	PLANNING	BOARD	MEETING	 TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th Day of January, 2021 at 07:00 PM a hearing will be held before the East Orange Planning Board via Zoom Conference Meeting via the below link regarding the application No: PB740-20 for Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval to construct a 3- family dwelling on the premises located at 116 Hollywood Avenue East Orange, NJ and designated as Block 21; Lot 26 on the East Orange Tax Map.  Any maps and documents related to this application will be available for inspection in the Comprehensive Planning Division in Department of Policy, Planning and Development during normal business hours 8:30AM to 4:30PM.  Due to City Hall in East Orange being closed to the Public as a result of COVID-19, all documents and plans relating to this application may be inspected by the Public by appointment at 116 Hollywood Avenue, East Orange, NJ  07017.  Please email thecollectivellc@outlook.com or call 732-688-2803 to schedule an appointment. 116 Hollywood, LLC      Publication Date:  December 24, 2020   
January	6,	2021	Public	Attendee	Zoom		
Link	Credentials	and	Information: https://zoom.us/j/91535454769?pwd=TTAyL0ZXNnN4WjdCckxhOUI2MXFtZz09 Passcode: 506436 
	
Dial	In	(Audio	Only): (929) 205-6099  or  (301) 715 8592   Webinar ID: 915 3545 4769 Passcode: 506436 
agreed to $2,000 - Democrats are 
ready to bring this to the Floor 
this week by unanimous consent. 
Let’s do it!” 

Although the bill got through 
the House and Senate with a veto
-proof majority, Trump could 
enact a “pocket veto” - in which 
he does not formally veto the 
bill. By law, the President can 

refrain from acting on a bill for 
10 days before Congress could 
then pass the law by themselves. 
However, because there is less 
time before a new Congress con-
venes, this could effectively kill 
the bill. 

The bottom line: hopefully, 
something will get done by the 
time you read this. 
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A Blessing In Disguise  
 
I had been trying to reflect 

on the subject of "a blessing in 
disguise" this week, and after 
reading several stories, I con-
cluded that human beings are 
indeed imaginative. They will 
make sense out of nonsense, or 
find meaning out of tragedy, etc.  

I too have had to learn, in my 
Christian journey, that many 
things that might seem to be a 
tragedy end up a comedy. At 
times, I do not understand what 
is happening around me, but in 
my journey of faith, I have to 
agree with the apostle Paul that, 
“All things work together for 
good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called accord-
ing to His purpose." (Romans 
8:28) 

Yes, I have been wrestling 
with what the COVID-19 might 
mean in terms of "a blessing in 
disguise." Other persons, I have 
noted, are struggling with sick-
ness and death from other condi-
tions. And many in the throes of 
financial distress have been ask-
ing how they can find the 
"blessing in disguise." 

I cannot answer the question
(s) for everyone, but I know this, 
that if God is on the eternal 
throne, in the most tragic of cir-
cumstances, he will find a way 
to bring triumph out of tragedy. 
And that is not imagination; it is 
inspiration and revelation. It is 
how the Bible interprets the 
coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world - A tragedy turned into a 

blessing. 
God found a way to reset the 

course of history when he sent 
his Son Jesus Christ into the 
world as our Savior. Jesus was 
right there with God the Father 
on the heavenly throne, but 
chose to come to earth as a 
blessing in disguise. 

Here is how the apostle Paul 
frames it in his letter to the Phi-
lippians: Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, being in the form of God, 
did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Him-
self of no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and com-
ing in the likeness of men. And 
being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the 
cross. (2:5-8, NKJV). 

Just imagine what it must 
have looked like to the angels of 
God when Jesus Christ decided 
to come to earth to live among 
humanity. For the angels in 
heaven, that was nothing but a 
tragedy. The creator of the 
worlds, the head of the heavenly 
hosts, the Son of the Father, 
coming to earth “in disguise,” to 
live among humanity? The an-
gels imagined how challenging it 
would have been and were very 
conflicted by the decision. But 
Jesus left the splendor of heaven 
and came to earth as “a blessing 
in disguise.” 

We read the whole story in 
the biblical and some secular 
histories. Jesus came to earth as 
a babe in Bethlehem's manger. 
Because there was no room for 
him in the little hotel in the 
town, a lowly stable became his 
birthplace. His earthly parents 
did not look like royalty, and 
they were not popular in the 
town. They had come from Naz-
areth, where they lived, to their 
ancestral home in Bethlehem to 

pay taxes, as commanded by 
Caesar Augustus.  

No one in town knew Mary 
and Joseph. There was none to 
offer a good room, as the time 
for Mary to deliver her baby was 
near.  The stable was the only 
option opened to this lowly cou-
ple. 

When the baby was born, 
there was no layette set prepared 
for the child.  They wrapped him 
in whatever pieces of rags they 
could find; that is what is called 
"swaddling clothes." And his 
bed was not a crib or bassinet, 
but a feeding trough padded with 
straws that the animals ate. The 
record also notes that a few 
shepherds went to find him 
there. They went because they 
heard the song of heavenly an-
gels bearing the message that "a 
savior is born." 

It is of interest that while the 
shepherds came to know who he 
was, the prominent teachers of 
Israel, the priests, the religious 
leader were looking for a messi-
ah, but they did not recognize 
him in his lowly estate. Their 
minds were clouded by tradition. 
King Herod did not know of him 
and was jealous when he learned 
about a king who had come.  

When his parents went to the 
temple on the day of his circum-
cision, the priest took him in his 
arms and treated him as one of 
the regular boys and had no 
knowledge that this was Jesus, 
the son of God, the savior of the 
world. He took him, prayed over 
him and handed him back to his 
parents. In contradiction, an old 
priest, Simeon, that was present, 
felt differently about him. He 
took him in his arms and lifted, 
saying: 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised, 
you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 
which you have prepared in 
the sight of all nations: 
a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, 
and the glory of your people 
Israel.” 
(Luke 2:29-31 ESV). 
 
The parents contemplated 

what the old priest had said, as 
he continued: "This child is des-
tined to cause the falling and ris-
ing of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken 
against, so that the thoughts of 
many hearts will be revealed. 
And a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.” (Luke 2:34, 35 
ESV) 

Oh, we cannot forget the lit-
tle old lady, Anna, who fasted all 
the time, and one who frequent-
ed the temple. She had the same 
impression as the old priest, 
Simeon. Just before the parents 
left with the child, “she went up 
to them, and she gave thanks to 
God for seeing the promised 
Messiah.  She spoke about the 
child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Je-
rusalem.” (Luke 2:38) 

What is the point that I wish 
to make? It is this, that Jesus 
came as a blessing in disguise. 
Only those who were open to 
spiritual insight recognized him. 
He came as the Savior of the 
world. He came to make us un-
derstand the love of God. He 
came as the bringer of peace. He 
came as the divine healer. He 
came as the bringer of grace and 
mercy. He came as the sinners' 
friend. But only a few recog-
nized Him then, and only a few 
today appreciate Him. 

Do you know who He is? Do 
you recognize “the Blessing in 
Disguise?” 

From  
The 
Pastor’s 
Heart 

OP-ED  BY  DR.  ROBERT  KENNEDY 
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mand of vast amounts of data 
has fortified Google’s monopoly 
and created significant barriers 
to entry for potential competitors 
and innovators. 

According to the Dec. 17 
filing, close to 90 percent of all 
internet searches conducted in 
the U.S. are run through Goog-
le’s search engine, and Google 
earned $98 billion in revenue in 
2019. 

The coalition asks the court 
to halt Google’s illegal conduct 
and restore a competitive mar-
ketplace. They also seek to undo 
any advantages that Google 
gained as a result of its anticom-
petitive conduct, including di-
vestiture of assets as appropriate. 

The complaint was filed in 
the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia, in conjunc-
tion with a Motion to Consoli-
date seeking to combine the 
states’ case with the pending 

U.S. DOJ case. 
The states’ investigation was 

led by an executive committee 
made up of the attorneys general 
of Arizona, Colorado, Iowa, Ne-
braska, New York, North Caroli-
na, Tennessee, and Utah. 

The other participating juris-
dictions are: Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, 
Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, 

Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Dakota, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington, West Virginia, Wy-
oming, the District of Columbia, 
and the territories of Guam and 
Puerto Rico. 

Deputy Attorney General 
Robert N. Holup of the Consum-
er Fraud Prosecution Section in 
the Division of Law’s Affirma-
tive Civil Enforcement Practice 
Group is handling the Google 
matter on behalf of the State.  

GOOGLE (Continued from page 3) 
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Municipality  12-16-2020  12-23-2020  Deaths  
Belleville  2744 2939 81 

Bloomfield  2612 2784 89 
Caldwell  261 282 12 

Cedar Grove  811 848 118 
East Orange  3467 3620 246 
Essex Fells  85 96 2 

Fairfield  435 465 23 
Glen Ridge  144 152 9 
Irvington  2427 2516 173 

Livingston  969 1005 76 
Maplewood  606 640 29 

Millburn  381 395 7 
Montclair  1053 1105 56 
Newark  19207 20223 751 

North Caldwell  183 203 6 
Nutley  1277 1389 43 
Orange  1776 1860 103 

Roseland  230 243 15 
South Orange  323 355 7 

Verona  398 434 15 
West Caldwell  485 531 50 
West Orange  2416 2547 201 

Total  42296 44632 2112 

Deaths  
78 
87 
11 
118 
244 
2 
23 
9 

171 
75 
29 
7 
53 
740 
6 
42 
100 
15 
6 
15 
50 
197 
2078 

OTHER COVID-!9 TALLIES (As of Dec. 23, 2020) 
NJ: 445,138 cases / 16,521 deaths (Plus 1,945 probable) 
United States (approx.): 18.32 Million / 324,500 deaths 
Worldwide (approx.): 78.38 Million / 1.72 Million deaths 

 
NJ Gov. Murphy has extended the Public Health Emergency that  
was declared on March 9, 2020 through Executive Order No. 103  

Weekly Statistics from Dec. 16 - Dec. 23, 2020 
the decision to pardon the men 
on Dec. 22. A statement from the 
White House said that the four, 
all military veterans, had “a long 
history of service to the nation,” 
arguing the move reflected broad 
public sentiment in the US. 

In 2014, a US federal court 
found the men guilty of murder 
in one case, while three were 
convicted of voluntary man-
slaughter, attempted manslaugh-
ter and other charges, according 
to news reports. 

The men were part of a 
Blackwater team guarding a US 
diplomatic convoy, and accord-
ing to the US Justice Department 
at around noon on Sept. 16, they 
opened fire at the busy rounda-
bout, believing, they said, that 
they were coming under attack. 

Of the 14 victims hit, ten 
were men, two were women, and 
two were boys aged nine and 11. 
At the time, the killings were 
condemned around the world. 

One of the four now par-
doned, one was sentenced to life 
in prison and the others received 
30-year terms, but after appeals 
and two retrials for one of the 
men - sentenced to life in prison 
without parole in 2019 - three of 
them had their sentences reduced 
to between 12 and 15 years.  

 
CANADA 

 
Psychic Mail Scheme  
 
A Canadian citizen accused 

of operating a decades-long psy-
chic mail fraud scheme was ex-
tradited to the United States and 
made his initial appearance Dec. 
22 in federal court in Central 
Islip, New York, the Department 
of Justice and the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service announced. 

On Oct. 25, 2018, a grand 
jury in the Eastern District of 
New York indicted Patrice Run-
ner, 54, on charges of mail and 
wire fraud, conspiracy to commit 
mail and wire fraud, and conspir-
acy to commit money launder-

ing.  Runner was arrested in Ibi-
za, Spain, by officers of the 
Spanish National Police in De-
cember 2018, based on the U.S. 
indictment.  Following extradi-
tion proceedings, the Spanish 
government released Runner to 
the custody of U.S. Postal In-
spectors on Dec. 21, 2020. 

“The Department of Justice’s 
Consumer Protection Branch is 
committed to investigating and 
prosecuting transnational crimi-
nal schemes that target elderly 
and vulnerable Americans,” said 
Acting Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Jeffrey Bossert Clark of the 
Justice Department’s Civil Divi-
sion. “As this case demonstrates, 
we will work with our law en-
forcement partners in the United 
States and around the world to 
bring to justice criminals who 
target Americans through mail 
fraud and other schemes. We 
thank the Spanish National Po-
lice for their efforts to apprehend 
Runner and ensure that he sees 
justice in U.S. courts.” 

According to the charges, 
from 1994 through November 
2014, Runner’s mail fraud 
scheme defrauded over one mil-
lion victims in the United States 
of over $180 million. The 
scheme allegedly involved send-
ing millions of U.S. consumers, 
many elderly and vulnerable, 
letters purporting to be from two 
well-known French psychics, 
promising that the recipient had 
the opportunity to achieve great 
wealth and happiness with the 
psychic’s assistance in exchange 
for payment of a fee. The letters 
also frequently stated that a psy-
chic had seen a personalized vi-
sion regarding the recipient of 
the letter, when in fact the 
scheme sent nearly identical let-
ters to tens of thousands of vic-
tims each week.   

Runner and his co-
conspirators obtained the names 
of elderly and vulnerable victims 
by renting and trading mailing 
lists with other mail fraud 
schemes. When a victim re-
sponded to one letter, Runner 
and his co-conspirators sent doz-

WORLD NEWS FLASH  

(Continued from page 6) 
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ens of additional letters to the 
victim. Each of these additional 
letters also appeared to be a per-
sonalized letter from a psychic 
and requested additional money 
from the victim. In reality, the 
psychics had no role in sending 
the letters, did not receive re-
sponses from the victims, and 
did not send the additional letters 
after victims paid money. 

Two of Runner’s co-
conspirators, Canadian citizens 
Maria Thanos and Philip Lett, 
pleaded guilty in the Eastern 
District of New York in June 
2018 to conspiracy to commit 
mail fraud. Runner used a series 
of shell companies to hide his 
involvement in the scheme while 
living in multiple foreign coun-
tries, including Switzerland, 
France, the Netherlands, Costa 
Rica, and Spain. 

The case is being prosecuted 
by Assistant Director John W. 
Burke and Trial Attorney Ann 
Entwistle of the Department of 
Justice’s Consumer Protection 
Branch with assistance from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Eastern District of New York. 
The Justice Department’s Office 
of International Affairs provided 
critical assistance in securing 
Runner’s extradition. The Span-
ish National Police also provided 
assistance in securing Runner’s 
arrest. 

An indictment is a formal 
charge that a defendant has com-
mitted a violation of criminal 
law and is not evidence of guilt. 
Every defendant is presumed 
innocent unless and until proven 
guilty.  
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More Good News  
& Bad News From  
The Courts And  
The Legislature  
 

Good News…  
  
If I had a nickel for every-

one who comes to the municipal 
court for driving while suspend-
ed in violation of N.J.S.A. 39:3-
40 or driving without insurance, 
I could go on vacation next 
week. These are probably two of 
the most serious offenses heard 
in the municipal court and the 
two with very strict penalties. 
For example, driving without 
insurance required a MANDA-
TORY loss of license. Bravo! 

The Legislature has amended 
the penalties: 

For the first offense of driv-
ing without insurance in viola-
tion of 39:6B-2, the penalties 
are: 

 
1. A fine of $300 to $1,000 
2. Community service as deter-

mined by the court; and,  
3. OPTIONAL suspension of 

driving privileges for one 
year 

4. 9, (I repeat 9) insurance 
points; and,  

5. $750 MVC surcharge per 
offense 

6. Court costs 
 
By no means am I suggesting 

that these are not harsh penalties, 
but you know the old adage: “If 
money can fix it, it ain’t broke!”  
What used to happen is that 
someone would be caught driv-
ing without insurance, lose his 
license, and lose his job because 
he could not drive to the job, and 
we all know that there is no bus 
service to all parts of New Jer-
sey.   

While the news should be 
categorized as “good,” I will 
note that if you have nine insur-
ance points, you will no longer 
be eligible to buy insurance on 
the open market. You will be 
placed in what we called the as-
signed risk group and will have 
to purchase insurance at a high-
er rate. 

For the second and subse-
quent offenses, needless-to-say, 
the penalties are stricter: 

 
1. 14 days imprisonment 
2. Mandatory 30 days commu-

nity service, AND, 
3. License suspension up of 

two years  
4. Fine up to $5,000  
5. 9 insurance points 
6. $750 MVC surcharge per 

offense 
 
Remember that failure to 

produce at the time of trial an 
insurance identification card or 
an insurance policy which was 
in force for the time of operation 
for which the offense is charged 
creates a rebuttable presumption 
that the person was uninsured 
when charged with the viola-
tion.  If you are cited by the po-
lice for being in violation of this 
statute, get insurance IMMEDI-
ATELY!  More than likely, if 
you have valid insurance at the 
time you get to court, the prose-
cutor will allow you to plead to 
failure to present a valid insur-
ance credential which is a fine 
and no point violation.  

  
Good News…  

  
Everyone know that the law 

requires that if you are not free 
to leave, the police must advise 
you that you have the right to 
remain silent; anything you say 

can be used against you at trial.  
You have the right to an attor-
ney during questioning.  If you 
can not afford an attorney, an 
attorney will be appointed by 
the court to represent you. These 
are called the “Miranda Warn-
ings.” The court this year reaf-
firmed the requirement that po-
lice apprise you of your rights, 
even if you have heard them 
said a thousand times on “Law 
and Order” or “Boston Legal” 
or “Blue Bloods.” 

In State v. Hager, the court 
considered whether the omis-
sion of one of the Miranda 
warnings during the custodial 
interrogation adequately con-
veys the substance of the warn-
ings and concluded it did not, 
even if the defendant continu-
ously interrupted their delivery. 
The court concluded that the 
suspect’s interruption of the 
warnings does not discharge law 
enforcement of their duty to de-
liver them. The court found that 
it was not “harmless error” to 
give part of the warnings and 
not all of the warnings causing 
the court to reverse defendant’s 
conviction.   

All in all, the New Jersey 
courts and the state legislature 
has been a mixed bag, but most-
ly good to New Jersey citizens. 
Keep reading as I share with 
you some of the other news 
from the courts and the legisla-
ture in 2020.  
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Health’s ambitious vaccination 
plan to get 70 percent of the 
state’s adult population vaccinat-
ed in six months. As the largest, 
most comprehensive academic 
health care system in New Jer-
sey, RWJBarnabas Heath is 
committed to treating and saving 
the lives of patients with COVID
-19, and to fighting the spread of 
the disease, protecting its team 
members and ending the pan-
demic.  

With the opening of its em-
ployee vaccine clinic, Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center and 

Children’s Hospital of New Jer-
sey is proud to be an integral 
part of the national and New Jer-
sey COVID-19 vaccination ef-
fort. Public health officials and 
medical experts believe vaccina-
tion is an important step in help-
ing to prevent or lessen the ef-
fect of COVID-19 and its poten-
tially devastating consequences. 

“By offering this vaccine to 
our staff, we are providing them 
with additional piece of mind. 
Our clinical teams can provide 
critical care at the bedside with-
out the fear of contracting 
COVID-19 and bringing it back 
to their families,” said Amy 
Doran, RN, MSN, APN-c, Chief 
Nursing Officer, Newark Beth 
Israel Medical Center and Chil-
dren’s Hospital of New Jersey. 

“Our employees are over-
joyed to have access to this vac-
cine. It is a proven and effective 
deterrent to this infection and we 
can all rest easy knowing that we 
now have a vaccine that can ade-
quately protect us against this 
virus,” said Matthew Schreiber, 
MD, Chief Operating Officer, 
Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center and Children’s Hospital 
of New Jersey. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine received emergency use au-
thorization by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) on 
December 11, 2020. Vaccine 
safety and efficacy for Pfizer’s 
vaccine has been issued Emer-
gency Use Authorization (EUA) 
by the FDA. FDA authorization 
of a vaccine means the agency 
has determined, based on sub-

stantial evidence and a stringent 
review process, that the vaccine 
is safe and effective for its in-
tended use. The vaccine has 
been shown to be 95 percent ef-
fective and requires two doses 
received 21 days apart. The vac-
cine is voluntary for employees 
and medical staff and is being 
offered free of charge. 

Due to limited supply, the 
vaccine is being given in phases 
based on prioritization order. 
The prioritization order for 
RWJBarnabas Health staff is 
determined by the risk of con-
tracting COVID-19 from expo-
sures while at work, primarily by 
job setting. RWJBarnabas 
Health facilities expect to vac-
cinate staff over a 6-week period 
(weeks 1-3 first dose; weeks 4-6 
second dose).  

NEWARK BETH ISRAEL  

MEDICAL CENTER BEGINS  

VACCINATING FRONTLINE  

EMPLOYEES AGAINST COVID-19  

(Continued from page 1) 
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here Dec. 12. 
MPD officers on patrol said they no-

ticed "upwards of 25 people" who were 
fighting each other in front of 560 Bloom-
field Ave. that Sunday. Many of those 
combatants scattered when the first cruis-
er and other units arrived. 

The two men who were left behind 
had cuts on their hands and arms, prompt-
ing a call for local EMS. The men said 
that the altercation began three doors west 
at the Antika Grill, 578 Bloomfield Ave. - 
and refused medical attention. 

Two storefront windows and the glass 
front door to Royal Bagel & Deli, which 
was closed at the time, were shattered. 
The incident remains under investigation.  

 
BLOOMFIELD - The closest a township 
man will be coming home from Atlanta 
for Christmas, according to U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice-New Jersey District Attor-
ney Craig Carpenito, will be a Newark 
federal courtroom for an arraignment 
hearing. 

Attorneys for USDOJ-Northern Geor-
gia District informed Carpenito's office 
that Cedric Lewis, 30, is available for ex-
tradition. Lewis, they said, had been ar-
rested in Atlanta Dec. 4. 

Lewis had been wanted for narcotics 
and weapons possession since an incident 
in Elizabeth Sept 20. He had been ac-
cused of possessing "an AM-15 rifle with 
a high capacity magazine containing 30 
rounds of .300 caliber ammunition" plus 
"188 jugs of suspected crack cocaine" in a 
car there. 

That car, a 2012 Jeep Cherokee, was 
found abandoned with the said rifle and 
suspected narcotics on Newark's Van 
Vechten Street. Elizabeth police said they 
began pursuing the Jeep in their city 
"chasing another vehicle" until they lost 
sight of it on Frelinghuysen Avenue. 
Lewis was the Jeep's passenger. 

An authorities' search warrant served 
on Lewis' home here at 21 Lackawanna 
Plaza Sept. 25 yielded a 9-mm. Glock pis-
tol with an extended magazine reported as 
stolen from North Carolina. They also 
found a .40 caliber Glock pistol with an 
extended magazine, nine suspected Xanax 
pills, several distribution quantity bundles 
of suspected heroin, a clear plastic bag of 
distribution quantity suspected crack co-
caine, $800 in U.S. currency, drug para-
phernalia and a scale. 

Federal attorneys here charged Lewis 
in absentia on two counts of possessing 
controlled dangerous substances with an 
intent to distribute, two counts of firearms 
possession while a convicted felon and a 
firearms possession count in furtherance 
of a drug trafficking crime. He was also 
charged with cds possession with the in-

tent to distribute within 500 feet of 
Watsessing Park. 

Carpenito thanked the Bloomfield Po-
lice Department, the Essex County Sher-
iff's Office and U.S. Marshalls in Newark 
and Atlanta for their investigation and 
arrest. 

 
BELLEVILLE - The volume of proper-
ties the township has put up for delin-
quent taxes and liens Dec. 17 may dwin-
dle to where the actual 9 a.m. Dec. 28 
sales session here at the Belleville High 
School Auditorium may be a short one. 

The 191 residential and commercial 
properties Tax Collector Mary Cabanillas 
and listed on a Dec. 17 legal notice was 
down to 141 by Noon Dec. 22.  That 26 
percent decline is due to property owners 
who removed themselves off the list by 
paying their taxes and charges in full. 

Those who do not make good in full 
on the current year's back taxes and liens 
may lose their tax certificate to a third 
party bidder Dec. 28. The property owner 
and tax lien certificate holder have two 
years to come to a payment plan - or the 
former may lose the property to the latter 
through eviction or foreclosure. 

Belleville Township administrators 
have called for the $17,005.37 accelerated 
tax sale to help recoup revenue that went 
to combating the COVID-19 pandemic. 
That sale, as posted, individually ranged 
from $27,425.82 to $16.23. 

Cabanillas told "Local Talk News" 
that "Conrail-Greenwood Lake Branch" 
had paid off $659.22 for a billboard 
charge on Block 702, Lot 2. That property 
was the Conrail Shared Assets-Norfolk 
Southern right of way linking the "Lower 
Boonton Line" to the former Jergens/
Roche Diagnostics site over Mill Street 
1938-2016. 

That billboard has been Conrail 
Shared Assets' only income generator 
there since the Mill Street bridge was de-
molished in 2016. There are no known 
plans to include that spur with Norfolk 
Southern's June 16 $65 million sale of the 
Montclair-Jersey City LBL to the Open 
Space Institute for a proposed rail trail. 

 
NUTLEY - An elderly resident is back 
home after being reported as missing and 
found in a Miami airport within a 24 hour 
period. 

The man's relatives first called Nutley 
police to file an "endangered missing per-
son" report, due to his health condition, 
Dec. 5. They said the man's luggage had 
arrived at Newark Liberty International 
Airport earlier that day - but not himself. 

Miami International Airport Police 
called NPD and the family that they found 
their man on premises Dec. 6. They said 
he had traveled with his passport but 
without his wallet and cell phone. 

The man was in MIAP custody until a 
relative arrived to escort him back home. 
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Institute and/or Novax pending FDA approval. 
The more pharmaceutical companies' vaccines 

which join the vaccination pipeline means that 
there will be a more consistent supply chain to the 
pandemic's front lines. 

"We expect vaccine demand will outpace sup-
ply," said Persichilli during her part of Gov. Phil 
Murphy's Friday Coronavirus Briefing. "So we'll 
need to initiate vaccine sites in phases to assure 
equitable distribution." 

What the "Local Talk" staffer received is the 
state expanding vaccinations to Category 1C - 
adults 65 and older and/or adults with "underlying 
medical conditions." Those who fall in 1C include 
patients and residents among the state's 600 long-
term health care facilities - including 33 in "Local 
Talk Land." 

Long term care facilities' residents and staff 
are to receive their shots delivered by UPS, Feder-
al Express and other private parcel carriers That 
delivery is part of the U.S. "Operation Warp 
Speed" partnership that also includes CVS and 
Walgreens pharmacies. 

Those who do not fall into the state's three cat-
egories - "The rest of us" - will be receiving inoc-
ulations in April or May. 

The NJDOH's objective is to have 70 percent 
of Garden Staters - 4.7 million people - vaccinated 
by or into May. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION 

(Continued from page 11) 
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