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Dhiren Shah: Good afternoon, and welcome to this socially 
distanced interview with Congressman Payne, Jr.  How are 
you and your family coping with the pandemic? 
 
Donald M. Payne, Jr.:  I’m well. Thank you. Like millions of 
Americans, it is not easy for us to adjust to the new normal. 
But we have learned to accept it and do whatever it takes to 
keep us and our neighbors safe. We wear masks and socially 
distance to be responsible and considerate of our health and the 
health of everyone around us. It is the best way to stay safe un-
til we find the proper treatments for this disease. 
 
DS: What safety measures are you and your staff employing to 
keep yourselves and others safe from COVID-19? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: I wear a mask constantly when I am out in 
public and social distance as much as possible. As far as my 
office, we are following the recommendations of health experts 
in every way. Right now, most of my staff works remotely. But 
I wanted to make my office available to constituents because I 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Non-essential businesses 
must close at 8 p.m.,  

restaurants must end indoor 
service at same time; 

 
Beauty salons, nail salons, 
and barbershops open by  

appointment only 
 

NEWARK - On October 26, 
Mayor Ras J. Baraka announced 
that the Administration is taking 
strong measures to address the 
second wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Newark, after re-
porting on Sunday that the City 
had more cases than all other 
municipalities in Essex County 
combined. 

These measures include the 
closing of non-essential busi-
nesses nightly at 8 p.m., requir-
ing restaurants and eateries to 
end dining-in at the same time, 
requiring beauty salons, nail sa-
lons, and barbershops to be open 
by appointment only, and gyms 
and health clubs to close for half 
an hour each hour for sanitizing.  

The measures will begin 

Tuesday, October 27. The City will 
then re-assess the situation after Tues-
day, November 10, to determine the 
next steps. 

Mayor Baraka shared that Newark 
will gain help from the State with ac-
cess to rapid testing and more contact 
tracers, as well as a space for people to 
safely quarantine. 

“This is not the first time COVID-
19 has threatened our city and its resi-
dents at this magnitude and once again, 
we will meet this challenge with deter-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Dhiren Shah 
Editor-In-Chief 

Hello Readers, 
 
The election is right around 

the corner, and everyone is talk-
ing about it. The Hunter Biden 
deals are going up on the net-
works and social media rapidly. 
Tony Bobulinski, a former busi-
ness partner of Hunter Biden, 
spoke on the Tucker Carlson To-
night show for about 45 minutes. 
If the information he gave is true, 
then Joe Biden has knowledge of 
the dealings with Ukraine and 
China. That is horrible for the 
country, taking advantage of a 
father’s position as Vice Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America.  

Meanwhile, Biden said before 
that he will announce what he 
would do about the Supreme 
Court right after the vote to con-
firm Amy Coney Barrett as a Jus-
tice. Biden has denied the idea of 
packing the court in the prima-
ries. According to the New York 

Times, a full supporter of Biden, 
“Joseph R. Biden Jr., who for 
weeks has declined to clarify his 
position on progressive activists’ 
calls to expand the Supreme 
Court to add liberal justices, said 
in a new interview that if elected, 
he would establish a bipartisan 
commission of scholars to study 
possible ways to overhaul the 
judicial branch.” 

For the first time, I think 
many democrats will vote for 
Trump, even though they don’t 
like his tweeting, speeches, and 
him as a person even. Right now, 
Trump is trailing behind an aver-
age 7.1 percent points according 
to realclearpolitics,com. Accord-
ing to two very reliable polls, 
Emerson has Biden leading by 5 
points and Rasmussen reports 
Trump leading by 1 point. 

At some places, people are 
waiting in line 3 or 3.5 hours 
long to cast a ballot; that in-
cludes New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. According to the 
law, voters should not wait more 
than half an hour. The board of 
elections has placed a few poll-
ing places, which are very mis-
managed. Many in New Jersey 
are complaining that they do not 
trust the mail system and thew 
majority of them are trying to go 

to the ballot boxes and drop off 
their votes. I do have some faith 
in the mail system, so I dropped 
mine off at the post office. 

According to AP News: 
“Officers were called to the 
Cobbs Creek neighborhood and 
encountered the man, later iden-
tified as Walter Wallace, who 
was holding a knife, Little 
(police spokesperson Tanya Lit-
tle) said. Officers ordered Wal-
lace to drop the knife, but he in-
stead ‘advanced towards’ them. 
Both officers then fired ‘several 
times,’ Little said.” Then, a vio-
lent protest injured 30 officers 
and led to dozens of arrests.  

The violent protesting spread 
out to Brooklyn, New York. Kris 
Seals told me that, “When it 

comes to police and the use of 
force, it should be as a following 
reaction, not an initial action.” I 
agree with him. I understand that 
being a police officer is not an 
easy job, especially with the ten-
sions of the “Black Lives Mat-
ter” movement and COVID-19. 

There must be protocols and 
training for the police officers. 
At the same time, there must be 
a message to the community to 
not initiate violence. Those who 
spread out money to incite vio-
lence must get at least 10-year 
automatic jail terms, without pa-
role, in my opinion.  

 
Have a wonderful week.  
 
I’ll talk to you next week. 
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thing that New Jersey needs from 
Congress right now? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: The most es-
sential thing New Jersey needs 
from Congress is more corona-
virus aid. In the House, we 
passed the Heroes Act in May to 
provide more than $3 trillion to 
American states, businesses, and 
citizens to help the economy re-
cover. The Senate refused to 
vote on it. 
So, we passed a modified ver-
sion of it in early October that 
would still provide $2.2 trillion 
to help the country, $8.7 billion 
to New Jersey, and almost $660 
million to the Tenth District. The 
Senate has yet to vote on that 
one either. The bill has that mon-
ey for communities as well as 
aid for schools, childcare, coro-
navirus testing, housing assis-
tance, and another round of pay-
ments for American workers and 
families. It would help New Jer-
sey and the country tremendous-
ly. I really hope the Senate votes 
on it soon to help the American 

public during this difficult time.        
 
DS: Once life returns to normal, 
what is the first piece of legisla-
tion you would like to work on? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: It is a difficult 
question to answer because I 
want to get the country back to 
normal first. Right now, the only 
legislative priority must be coro-
navirus aid and assistance to all 
Americans. In addition, we must 
provide more health protections 
to our communities of color. Af-
rican Americans, Latinos and 
Native Americans are far more 
likely to get infected and die 
from this coronavirus than white 
Americans. 

Legislation that protects the 
health, safety and economic se-
curity is the only thing that my 
House Democratic colleagues 
and I are working on right now. 
We must lower infection rates, 
lower death rates to zero, and 
reopen the economy fully. Once 
we do that, then I want to push 

(Continued on page 13) 

knew people would need our 
help during this public health 
crisis. So, I have staff members 
who take turns coming into the 
office to answer phones and e-
mails to make sure constituents 
get the help they need. When 
they are in the office, everyone 
must wear a mask and socially 
distance. In addition, we have a 
very strict policy of wiping 
down door handles and common 
areas with cleansers and disin-
fectants to keep everything clean 
and safe.  
  
DS: The Democrats and Repub-
licans are locked in a stalemate 
about stimulus funding. Of all 
the issues on the table, what is 
one thing you must have, and 
one thing you can put to the side 
for now? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.:  I think we 
must have it all. Where do you 
cut? Americans are suffering. 
The states are struggling and 
there are several industries that 
are critical to the American 
economy that need immediate, 
emergency aid. 

For example, our entire trav-
el industry has been battered 
during this global pandemic. We 
need to provide aid to airline and 
rail workers to protect our trans-
portation and make sure it will 
run smoothly when we reopen 
society safely and completely. I 
have written letters to House 
leadership and President Trump 
to focus on relief to the thou-
sands of airline workers so they 
can stay on the job. In addition, I 
have joined several efforts to 
support NJ Transit and Amtrak 
for the same reason. 

Another example is the food 
service industry. Hundreds of 
restaurants have closed for good 
and thousands of food service 
employees have lost their jobs. 
Also, our childcare industry is on 
life support. We must keep those 
facilities open, so working par-
ents can work to put food on the 
table and pay for housing. When 
it comes to coronavirus aid, it is 

not one of those issues where 
you can simply pick and choose 
priorities. If you do that, Ameri-
cans will suffer. Studies have 
shown that we need to support 
all these issues if we want to re-
cover fully from this economic 
crisis. 
 
DS: Since you became Con-
gressman in 2012, has the quali-
ty of life in the 10th Congres-
sional District improved? 
 

Rep. Payne, Jr.: Yes, I really 
think it has improved. Granted, 
the coronavirus has affected it, 
but there are several positive 
trends that show improvement. 
For example, there are several 
new housing projects throughout 
the district with numerous af-
fordable apartment dwellings. 
New schools have been con-
structed and opened in the dis-
trict, which is a great sign of the 
health and vitality of a commu-
nity. 

I am always looking to help 
improve the quality of life in the 
Tenth District. This year, I have 
helped secure more than $220 
million in federal grants for the 
district to help that improvement 
and support hospitals, colleges, 
and other district needs. When I 
am in the district, I see signifi-
cant development in the Newark 
Downtown District as well as in 
other municipalities.  In addition, 
there are quite a few initiatives 
to grow and develop small busi-
nesses across the area. 

Recently, I visited a small 
business incubator in Jersey City 
called the Container Village. It is 
an old shipping container that 
has been cut it up to create small 
store fronts for start-up business-
es. I was so impressed that I 
want to promote similar efforts 
throughout the district and the 
country. In addition, I visited a 
very well-run store that sold 
plants in a small business coop-
erative in Maplewood. These are 
all signs of growth in our dis-
trict. So yes, I do think the quali-
ty of life in the Tenth District 
has improved and will continue 
to improve once we get a nation-
al policy to contain and cure the 
coronavirus. 
 
DS: What is the most essential 
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NEWARK - A city department 
head has been apologizing to the 
Municipal Council and North 
Ward residents since allegedly 
making derogatory comments 
about the area a during the coun-
cil's Oct. 21 virtual meeting. 

The Rev. Patrick Council, as 
Director of Recreation, Cultural 
Affairs and Senior Services, had 
sent the following apology, 
through Mayor Ras Baraka's Of-
fice of Public Information Oct. 
22, for making an offensive re-
mark while on Zoom: 

"During the Zoom meeting, 
an employee brought to my at-
tention that there was not a 
scheduled stop in the North 
Ward (for the Mars Wrigley Hal-
loween Truck Tour). At which 
time, I was dealing with two ma-
jor issues developing at the 2 
Nevada (St.) Senior Building 
and the Club House on Spruce 
Street which were more im-
portant at the time. What you 
heard was the latter part of my 
frustration." 

What Dtr. Council said on air 
was, "I don't give a F___ about 
no North Ward. That's what 
M&M (Mars Wrigley) said." 

Council's two sentences, 
made while apparently distracted 
on Zoom, brought immediate 
rebuke from Newark's elders. 

"We shouldn't be having that 
kind of language, man," re-
sponded At-Large Councilman 
and North Ward resident Luis 
Quintana. "It's not appropriate 
for elected officials, for no one. I 
take offense when people use 
that kind of terminology." 

"And to say 'F' about a certain 
ward of the city," added North 
Ward Councilman Anibal Ra-
mos, Jr., "I'm sure the Business 
Administrator (Eric Pennington) 
will address this." 

Council said he has since had 

Mars Wrigley add candy tour 
stops in the North and South 
wards. Although the meeting 
was aired live on NWK TV78 
and other cable television chan-
nels, a recorded copy was not 
available that Friday. 

 
IRVINGTON - Dr. Angelica L. 
Allen-McMillan, in just over 
three years and two positions in 
between, have gone from Irving-
ton Public Schools' Assistant 
Superintendent of Curriculum 
and Instruction to designated 
New Jersey Commissioner of 
Education. 

Gov. Phil Murphy announced 
his appointing Allen-McMillan, 
51, of Montclair, as his next edu-
cation commissioner Oct. 21. 
Allen-McMillan's appointment is 
subject to confirmation by the 
State Senate Education Commit-
tee later this year. 

Allen-McMillan would suc-
ceed Dr. Lamont Repollet, who 
left July 1 to become Kean Uni-
versity's latest president. Interim 
Superintendent Kevin Dehmer 
will resume his post as assistant 
commissioner/CFO. 

Allen-McMillan, pending 
confirmation, is leaving her job 
as Interim Morris County Execu-
tive Superintendent. She had 
been commuting from Montclair 
to Morristown since 2018. Allen
-McMillan had left Irvington in 
April 2017 for a similar assistant 
superintendent's post in Newark 
Public Schools. 

The Cornell Class of 1991 
labor and industrial relations 
graduate started her 25-year ca-
reer as a substitute teacher. The 
future Seton Hall University 
masters and doctorate holder in 
educational administration was a 
Life and Physical Science teach-
er in the East Orange School 
District. 

Allen-McMillan worked in 
two of South Orange-
Maplewood School District's 
buildings. She was an assistant 
principal in Maplewood’s Clin-
ton School and Principal at 
South Orange's Marshall School. 

"A product of New Jersey's 
public schools," said Murphy, 
"Angelica has worked in all lev-
els of education and knows ex-
actly what our teachers and stu-
dents need to succeed." 

 
EAST ORANGE - The man 
accused of running a stolen bak-
ery truck into the Planned 
Parenthood Clinic here in 2018 

has pleaded guilty Oct. 22 - sign-
ing onto a likely state prison 
term and a deportation ticket. 

Marckles Alcius, 34, of Low-
ell, Mass., said Acting Essex 
County Prosecutor Theodore 
"Ted" Stephens II that Thursday, 
has pleaded to the following 
three counts: using a stolen vehi-
cle as a weapon, aggravated as-
sault and causing or risking 
widespread injury or damage. 

Alcius confessed to taking the 
bread van and deliberately run-
ning it into Planned Parenthood's 
waiting room here at 560 Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 
Feb. 14, 2018. The impact in-
jured two patients and a staff 
member. Alcius, at that time, 
told arriving police that he was 
willing to die in the crash. 

By agreeing to the plea bar-
gain, Alcius will have to serve at 
least 85 percent of his state pris-
on sentence - a sentence that 
may be up to 10 years, starting 
on Jan. 7. Alcius, as a Haitian 
native, will then be deported at 
the end of his sentence. 

Alcius, who had entered the 
country legally, had been facing 
first-degree terrorism charges 
prior to Friday's plea bargain - 
which could have jailed him for 
up to 30 years. 

 
ORANGE - What will likely be 
the first Orange Planning Board 
public hearing on replacing the 
Orange Commons Shopping Pla-
za with a Wawa convenience 
store and service station was set 
to be held outdoors in the City 
Hall parking lot 7:30 p.m. Oct, 
28, weather permitting. 

That hearing, barring the un-
expected, is to continue for an-
other date in November. At least 
two sessions are anticipated to 
hear 164 Main LLC's proposal 
and experts and for OPB mem-
bers and the audience to ask 
questions. 

Replacing Orange Commons 
with a Wawa at 150-164 Main 
St. was first broached by the de-
velopers in a public information 
session at the nearby Church of 
the Epiphany in 2018. The meet-
ing, hosted by Councilwoman 
Donna K. Williams and Epipha-
ny, saw some 20 members of the 
public appear. 

The developers, on Wawa's 
behalf, answered questions rang-
ing from lighting and landscap-
ing to employment and commu-
nity support. 164 Main LLC, 
back then, said they were willing 

to help fund the likes of restoring 
Grace's auditorium/gymnasium. 

The developers want to re-
place the 20-store, 24,000 square
-foot building on the 1.39-acre 
lot with a 5,051 sq. ft. Wawa. 
The store and fueling island are a 
size comparable to one open 
since Dec. 16, 2016 at 1511 
Springfield Ave. in Maplewood. 
Its 50 parking spaces would be 
reduced to 44. 

164 Main, of Chatham Bor-
ough, has owned Orange Com-
mons S.P. since 2017. The Com-
mons was built in 1976 to re-
place a burned out main line 
church. Its Rent-A-Center an-
chor store was consolidated with 
East Orange's Brick Church 
Shopping Plaza outlet and 
moved to 349 Main St. in 2019. 

 
WEST ORANGE - A contract, 
pending approval by West Or-
ange PBA Local 25 and the Su-
perior Officers Association, will 
change how the township han-
dles health benefits among its 
retired employees. 

The Township Council ap-
proved a memorandum of agree-
ment with the two unions, on a 3
-2 vote here Oct. 6, ending its 
part of three years' negotiation. 
The three-year pact will actually 
run retroactively from 2018 until 
Jan. 1, 2022; the expired contract 
was honored during township-
union bargaining. 

The agreement will end the 
township paying PBA and SOA 
members' health benefits upon 
their retirement. This will affect 
new WOPD hires after Jan. 1; 
the present retirement health 
plan will be grandfathered in 
with the current employees. 

Mayor Robert Parisi, who 
voted for the MOA, Township 
Administrator Jack Sayers and 
CFO John Gross, at the Oct. 6 
meeting, said that the township 
will yield savings some 25 t0 30 
years ahead, when the new hires 
retire. 

Councilman John Krakoviac 
and Councilwoman Cindy 
Matute-Brown, citing that the 
savings will not be realized until 
at least 2045, voted against the 
MOA. 

PBA Local 25 President Larry 
Dominguez and SOA President 
Michael Cassidy said that the 
administration had been stead-
fast about not negotiating on re-
tirees' health benefits since 2018. 
Cassidy expressed concern that 

(Continued on page 5) 
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mination and guided by data,” 
Mayor Baraka said. “We are 
Newark strong and can get 
through this together. We did it 
once before and we can do it 
again.” 

The following will be strictly 
enforced without exception: 

 
• All stores except supermar-

kets, pharmacies, and gas 
stations will close at 8 p.m. 
every day. They will be al-
lowed to deliver and take out 
with no indoor ordering or 
lines. 

• All restaurants, bars, etc. 
must close their indoor ser-
vice at 8 p.m. and outdoor 
service at 11 p.m. They must 
also take temperatures of all 
patrons coming inside and 
ask them have they been in 
touch with anyone with 
COVID-19. 

• All barbershops, beauty par-
lors, nail salons, and related 
establishments must have 
appointments only and no 
waiting inside. 

• All gyms must clean and san-
itize for the first 30 minutes 
of each hour. During that 
time, people can stay inside 
or return after the cleaning. 
Everyone must wear masks. 

• All indoor establishments 
must have sanitizer available. 

• City Hall will be open by 
appointment only.  

• The City will close all recre-
ation centers to everything 
but school-related programs 
for essential employees. 

• All sports activities and open 

park practices and games in 
the East Ward are canceled. 

• The City is encouraging all 
employees to be tested im-
mediately and periodically 
thereafter. 

• Newark is discouraging all 
parties, indoor and outdoor 
festivals, and large family 
gatherings until further no-
tice. 
 
“Until, and even after, a vac-

cine is made available to every 
Newarker, the most potent im-
munization we will have availa-
ble is a decision to take personal 
responsibility to obey and model 
the recommendations that keep 
us all safe,” said Dr. Mark Wade, 
Director of Health and Commu-
nity Wellness for the City of 
Newark. “All of us will need 
each other to get us through as 
individuals, neighborhoods, 
communities and a city, and to 
save the lives of those we love 
the most, each other!” 

The number of positive 
COVID-19 cases in Newark as 
of Friday, October 23, was 
10,041, with 673 deaths. 

On Sunday, October 18, 
Newark reported a test positivity 
rate of 11.2 %, using a three-day 
rolling average, in comparison to 
New Jersey’s test positivity rate 
of 5.28%. 

Based on testing information 
for Newark from October 11 to 
October 17, which counts each 
test, the city’s positivity rate is 
11.8% and the highest rate has 
been determined to be in the East 
Ward (25.3% in zip code 07105). 
The city’s positivity rate has not 
been this high since the week 
ending May 23.  

COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS  

(Continued from page 1) 

prospective police officers will 
go to other towns first after com-
paring benefits.  

 
SOUTH ORANGE - The paths 
of the South Orange Performing 
Arts Center and its Executive 
Director, Craig Sumberg, have 
parted as of Oct. 23. 

Paul Bartick, SOPAC's Board 
of Governors Chairman, an-
nounced Friday that Sumberg 
was "relieved of his duties" due 
to "budgetary cutbacks brought 
on by COVID-19." 

Sumberg was brought on Jan. 
1 - 10 weeks before the COVID-
19 Novel Coronavirus pandemic 
prompted closing most art and 
entertainment venues. 

"We're sorry to see Craig go," 
said Bartick. "We're grateful for 
the steady presence he brought 
to SOPAC as we faced the pan-
demic's impact." 

 
MAPLEWOOD - There is 
something in how the air flows 
through the South Orange-
Maplewood School District 
buildings that has given Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Robert 
Taylor pause since Oct. 22. 

Taylor is now asking the 
SOMSD community to add 
"tentative" to Nov. 12's intended 
in-person learning reopening 
while he and contractors resolve 
any air circulating and/or heat-
ing issues. The delay has post-
poned his two Columbia High 
School and elementary school 
virtual town hall meetings until 
an unspecified later date. 

"It was brought to our atten-
tion (Oct. 21) that a detailed 
walkthrough of our buildings 
has yielded warranted concerns 
around ventilation work needed 
to safely welcome back the re-
turn of our staff and students," 
said Taylor Oct. 22. "We're in 
close contact with our vendor 
and our Facilities Department 
began re-auditing the work per-
formed in all of our district 
school buildings." 

 
MONTCLAIR - Whether Cu-
ban Pete's Restaurant here has re
-opened by press time, or re-
mains padlocked until a Nov. 19 
court hearing in Trenton, may be 
a moot point when you read this. 

ECPO attorneys, Essex Coun-
ty Sheriff's officers and 
Montclair police, enforcing a 
court order from State Superior 
Court-Trenton, padlocked 428 

Bloomfield Ave 5:20 a.m. Oct. 
26. They came in long before 
owner Dominick Restaino and 
his 48 employees could start 
their workday. 

"There were no warnings, 
nothing," said Restaino, of Den-
ville, Monday afternoon. "It's a 
bad dream - I'm out of business." 

That lockdown was ordered 
by the New Jersey Department 
of Health and Health Commis-
sioner Judy Persichilli. Persichil-
li cited the three Executive Or-
der violations issued to Restaino 
and seven warnings from 
Montclair's police and health 
departments June 23 - Oct. 4 for 
the shutdown. 

The three order violations 
were observed and Restaino 
ticketed for Aug. 7 and 23 and 
on Oct. 3. The first two were 
over having any diners indoors; 
the third for having exceeded the 
25-percent indoor dining capaci-
ty limit. 

The lockdown order was ini-
tially issued from Mercer Coun-
ty-based court Oct. 9. MPD and 
MHD officers who visited Cu-
ban Peter's Oct. 10-12, however, 
found the 292-seat eatery, in-
cluding its 73-seat EO-directed 
indoor capacity "fully operation-
al." Restaino told the officers 
Oct. 10 that he was complying 
with the orders. 

It is not clear why it took 
from Oct. 9 to 26 to execute the 
padlocking. Restaino told one 
reporter that he will be challeng-
ing the closure at the Nov. 19 
hearing. 

 
BLOOMFIELD - The ECPO 
Arson Squad and Bloomfield 
Fire Department inspectors are 
continuing their investigation of 
14 Evelyn Place here while 
friends and relatives continue to 
mourn the loss of Warren Froeh-
lich, 

Froehlich, 85, was found by 
BFD personnel in his first floor 
apartment with serious injuries 
during a fire there on Oct. 7. 
Bloomfield Volunteer Emergen-
cy Squad personnel, after fire-
fighters pulled him out, per-
formed CPR while rushing him 
to Mountainside Hospital. 
Froehlich was pronounced dead 
there at 12:57 p.m. 

Fire Chief Louis Venezia said 
the first responding BFD units 
came to the three-story Tudor-
style apartment building at 7:25 
a.m. They found heavy smoke 
coming from the first floor - and 
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almost all of the residents taking 
the fire escape. 

Montclair firefighters and 
Bloomfield police also arrived at 
the scene. Belleville and West 
Caldwell units provided cover-
age from BFD's headquarters. 

Venezia added that the county 
arson squad is investigating as a 
standard operating procedure. 
All of the building's fire and 
smoke detectors were working. 
Flames and smoke, however, 
kept firefighters from reaching 
Froehlich sooner. The blaze was 
brought under control by 8:05 
a.m. 

Services for Froehlich were 
held at the Fallon Funeral Home 
Oct. 14 in Jersey City - the city 
where he was born Dec. 20, 
1934. The U.S. Navy veteran 
was also a self-employed car-
penter for 50 years before retir-
ing in 1997. 

The body of Froehlich, who 
had been a resident here since 
1980, was interred here at Glen-
dale Cemetery Oct. 15. Wife 
Mary, daughter Florence Har-
mon, brother Walter, cousin 
Juanita Cooper, niece Selena 

Poysaw "and many other family 
members" are among his survi-
vors. 

 
GLEN RIDGE - The school day 
start and dismissal routine here 
at Bloomfield and Ridgewood 
avenues have not been the same 
since the Sept. 14 passing of 
Glen Ridge School Crossing 
Guard Robert Temmler. 

"Robert was hired as a cross-
ing guard April 2, 2012," said 
Police Chief Sheila Byron-
Lagattuta Sept. 16. "After com-
pleting training, he remained at 
the same post, Bloomfield/
Ridgewood avenues, west side, 
until his untimely passing. If an-
yone wants to send condolences, 
please send them to GRPD and 
they'll be forwarded to his fami-
ly." 

Robert Diem Temmler's life 
both began Feb. 21, 1941 and 
ended Sept. 16 in East Orange. 
He was raised in Keansburg and 
lived most of his adult life in 
Montclair before moving to 
Bloomfield in 2007. 

That Temmler, 79, was 
proudest while serving as a 
GRPD Crossing Guard is signifi-
cant given his other life experi-

ences and achievements. 
Temmler was a Green Beret 

paratrooper during the Vietnam 
War era 1965-68 before earning 
a bachelor's degree at Drew Uni-
versity and an MBA from Michi-
gan State University. He worked 
as a program analyst for several 
institutions before his 2012 re-
tirement. 

Wife Eugene, son Brendan 
Tendrich, daughters Claire 
Hundley, Lauren Temmler, Aili-
as Groves and Corrine Brewster, 
sister Charlotte Kiewiet, three 
grandsons and three granddaugh-
ters are among his survivors. 

Temmler's funeral, arranged 
by Verona's Prout Funeral 
Home, is to be announced. Me-
morial donations may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 
The GRPD, between Temmler's 
death and the Oct. 9, 2019 retire-
ment of East Orange's Valentine 
Jackson after 20 years, is look-
ing for more guards. 

 
BELLEVILLE - Incumbent 
Belleville Board of Education 
Trustee remains in the running 
for re-election, as of press time, 
despite her reported Oct. 20 ar-
rest for driving while intoxicat-

ed. 
Patrolling BPD officers, said 

Lt. John McAloon Oct. 21, 
found a car parked outside of 
Michael's Roscommon House, 
531 Joralemon St., at 12:50 a.m. 
that Tuesday.  The vehicle was 
found with its engine running, 
partially blocking the street's 
eastbound lane - and its driver 
asleep behind the steering wheel. 

The vehicle was also across 
the street from Belleville Public 
School No. 7. 

When officers awoke the 
driver, her documents identified 
her as Erika Jacho, 41. Jacho, 
said officers, refused to submit 
to a Blood Alcohol Content test. 

Jacho was arrested and re-
leased 6:20 a.m. Oct. 20. She 
was charged with DWI, DWI 
within 1,000 feet of a school, 
refusing to take a BAC test and 
parking within 10 feet of a fire 
hydrant. 

Jacho, who was first elected 
in 2017, is running with new-
comer Fernando Acevedo, Jr. on 
"Building Belleville's Future" 
team They are among eight can-
didates, including two other in-
cumbents, in the Nov. 3 nonpar-
tisan election. 
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CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY 
CHAPTER 13 BANKRUPTCY 

 

► Stop Bank Levies! 

► Stop Wage Garnishments! 

► Stop Creditor Harassment 

► Stop Foreclosure!!  

► Stop Eviction! Protect Cosigners 

► Restore Driving Privileges 

► Prevent Auto Repossessions 

► ELIMINATE Credit Card & Medical Debt. 
 

FOR FREE CONSULTATION: 
Call 

DAVID WITHERSPOON 
Attorney-at-Law 

10 Hill St. (Suite 20Y) • Newark, 
NJ 07102 

973-991-0736 
LOW RATES: ONE PHONE CALL MAY  

REDUCE YOUR STRESS! 
 

David Witherspoon, Attorney-at-Law, is a Debt Relief Agency. 
A firm dedicated to helping individuals find relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 

By Lev D. Zilbermints 
 
ESSEX - Like every other 
school, Essex County College 
(ECC) has been affected by the 
COVID-19 - caused decrease in 
students. This, on the top of a 
fiscal exigency announced back 
in March 2017, has caused ECC 
to make cuts to its administra-
tion. A 5% cut in salaries across 
the board was also made. 

According to the Public 
Meeting Agenda of September 
22, 2020 Board of Trustees 
meeting, the cutbacks affected 
positions from the Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs/Chief 
Academic Officer down to 
mailroom clerk and Public Safe-
ty Officers. Several members of 
the staff saw themselves either 
reassigned or given additional 
duties.  

 
Separation 

 
Those who have been sepa-

rated from Essex County Col-
lege fall into three categories.  
For some, separation is effective 
October 22. A second group of 
people have their separation ef-
fective November 21. Lastly, a 
third group of people, presuma-
bly with many more years at 
school than others, have their 
separation on December 21. 

Into the first group of peo-
ple fall Senior Compliance As-
sociate, Compliance; Assistant 
to the Dean, STEM and Health 
Sciences; Director of Purchas-
ing; Administrative Assistant, 
STEM and Health Sciences; and 
two Public Safety officers. 

The second group of em-
ployees being separated include 
members of the Support Staff 
Association. These are three 
secretaries, one custodian, and a 
mailroom clerk. 

A third group includes 
members of the Administrative 
Association. These include the 
associate director of Custodial 
Facilities Management; the 
Clinical Director of Student 
Wellness Center; the director of 
Enrollment Management Ser-
vices; the associate director of 
Business Services and Work-
force Training, Training Inc. 

The list continues with the 
manager of Student Services 
and Retention, Enrollment Man-
agement; Assistant Director 
SAASAT - Athletics; Coordina-
tor of Admission Services at 
West Essex Campus; Coordina-
tor of Non-Credit Enrollment 
Services, Community and Ex-
tension Programs; the supervi-
sor of Physical Education 
Building Operations; an admin-
istrative assistant; technical sup-
port specialist; and the coordi-
nator of Student Wellness Cen-
ter. 

At the October 20 Board of 
Trustees meeting, held via tele-
phone, the Board approved 
memorandums of understanding 
(MOUs) with the Administra-
tive Association, the Faculty 
Association, the Professional 
Association, the Security Asso-
ciation, and the Support Staff 
Association. The five memoran-
dums deal with furlough or pay 
reduction for college employ-
ees. All five memorandums, 
according to a Request for 
Board Action, are dated October 
16, 2020. These memorandums 
put in writing what was decided 
at the emergency September 22, 
2020 Board of Trustees meet-
ing. 

It is unknown whether 
these being separated will be 
rehired once the fiscal exigency 
ends. 

 
October 20 Board of  
Trustees Meeting 

 
Approved at the October 

20 meeting was payment of 
$16,045 for emergency installa-
tion of glass barriers and parti-
tions. N.C.F Glazing & Erect-
ing, Inc., of Kearny, N.J. has 
received the contract. It is 
COVID-19 Funded - operating 
expense. 

Another $54,523.26 was 
authorized to purchase equip-
ment for sanitation and supplies 
for reopening.  The totals were 
$3,816  for American Paper 
Towel Co., LLC, of Carlstadt, 
NJ; about $23,667 to Bio-Shine, 
Inc., of Spotswood, NJ; $14,341 
for Imperial Bag & Paper Co., 

(Continued on page 10) 
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VISIT us at our new state of the art facility in 

East Orange - 60 Evergreen Place • Suite 400 

OUR PROVIDERS 
 

CARDIOLOGY 
Gitendra Rajiyah, MD 

Catalino DelaCruz, MD 

Abbas Shehadeh, MD 

Isaac Tawfik, MD  
 

PULMONARY/SLEEP 

DISORDERS 
Jeffrey Miller, DO 

 

PODIATRY 
Kunal Amin, DPM 

Kordai DeCoteau, DPM 
 

NEUROLOGY 
Ruth Clark-Brown, MD 

 

NUTRITION 
Alyce Cudjoe, MA, RD 

 

PRIMARY CARE/

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
Eddy Simon, MD 

Paul Cahiwat, MD 

Nancy Cahiwat, MD 

Mamatha Mohan, MD 

Myriam Sterlin, MD 

Aleksander Lekan, MD 

Indu Vira, MD

Deepa Rajiv, MD 

Beena Mathew, DNP 

Gbemisola Alli, APN 

Sanjaykumar Shah, APN 

Mary Elias, APN 

Janiece Howell, APN 

Jamila Jones, DNP 

Marie Tunis, APN 

Nmandu Utuk, APN 

Nivia Rowe, APN 

Hemlata Bhatia, MD  

VISIT ONE OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: 
 

South Orange:  60 Vose Avenue     Tel. 973-763-5200 

Maplewood:   2091 Millburn Ave.    Tel. 973-378-2266 

Bloomfield:  135 Bloomfield Avenue, Suite B  Tel. 973-743-2248 

Newark:  202 Stuyvesant Ave.    Tel. 973-374-8807 

West Orange:  77 Main Street *      Tel. 973-324-2090 

West Orange:  92 Old Northfield Road *    Tel. 973-736-5552 

West Orange:   95 Main Street *      Tel. 973-736-5552 

“During this difficult time The Heart Center of the Oranges has remained open to serve the needs of 
the community. We continue to be here for you and your families.”  
“ thanks for all your support and understanding during this pandemic”          - Dr. Rajiyah 

Contact us: 973-395-1550 
Orangeheartcenter.net 

As we prepare for the difficult flu season 
ahead we recommend you get your 
     FLU VACCINE 

FREE With most Insurances. 
Book same day appointments now 
by calling 973-395-1550  
No wait!!!! 
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A Time Of Decision 
 
When I was a boy, my great-

est delight was to listen to Evan-
gelist Billy Graham preaching 
on his live weekly radio broad-
cast program called the Hour of 
Decision. The first broadcast of 
the program took place in 1950, 
and it continued until 2014 when 
it was renamed Peace with God 
by Bill Miller, one of Billy’s as-
sistants, but the latter only con-
tinued for two years into 2016 
when the broadcast ended. 

By referencing the Hour of 
Decision, in this reflection, I am 
intending to point to the urgen-
cy that Billy Graham was seek-
ing to communicate to America 
and the world concerning the 
Second Coming of Christ. Gra-
ham was saying people needed 
to prepare for the imminent com-
ing. Christ did not come in the 
time frame that Graham was 
likely contemplating.  

Before the passion could be 
fulfilled, Graham went the way 
for all humanity; he grew old, 
became sick, and died in 2018, 
but as far as we understand he 
maintained the hope in the return 
of Jesus Christ. It is not far 
fetched to believe that as his 
days of labor were coming to a 
close, that he might have be-
come frightened to see how 
those about him were losing the 
passion for speaking of the im-
minent the coming. 

Whether the subject concerns 
the imminence of "the coming" 
or not, there are critical moments 
in human history when the proc-
lamation needs to be made, that 
this is the hour of decision. 
Within the contemporary politi-
cal frame, we hear that we face 

the most momentous decision 
ever in American political histo-
ry. Such comments might have 
been made before, but as I think 
of my time on earth, I have nev-
er heard it spoken with such pas-
sion, from one side, as well as 
the other. 

I do not know how you are 
reading the political conditions 
today, but the coronavirus and 
other socio-economic conditions 
cause people to think more criti-
cally that this is a serious time of 
decision. There is much anxiety 
in the air, and it is quite a re-
minder to me of times of crucial 
decisions recorded in Biblical 
history. I cannot name all the 
powerful stories, but I name 
three.  

 
1. I think of the time when Mo-

ses was called by God to go 
visit with Pharaoh to tell him 
what God had said, "Let my 
people go." It was a chal-
lenge to Moses.  He went 
through moments of deep 
consideration, but as he 
struggled with his safety and 
the survival of his people 
oppressed in the Egyptian 
kilns, he accepted the com-
mission and stood up to 
Pharaoh until he let the peo-
ple go (cf. Exodus 3-15). 

2. I also think of Queen Esther, 
who, when she was confront-
ed with the genocide of her 
people in Persia, went into 
the king Ahasuerus to plead 
for the life of her people. At 
first, her comfort in the pal-
ace seemed to have shielded 
her from knowing or under-
standing what was happening 
to her people. But messages 
were sent to her from her 
cousin, Mordecai, which led 
her to understand the crisis 
better.  She thought of the 
danger of breaking palace 
protocols to go into the king 
without an invitation.  Mor-
decai impressed on her that 
there was more to think of 
than her on safety. It was a 
moment of decision. So Mor-

decai sent her the final mes-
sage, "Do not think that be-
cause you are in the king's 
house, you alone of all the 
Jews will escape.  For if you 
remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another 
place, but you and your fa-
ther’s family will perish. 
And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal po-
sition for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:13-16). On 
hearing this message, at the 
threat of her life, Esther went 
in to see King Ahasuerus and 
was able to save her life and 
that of her people. Today, 
when Jews celebrate Purim 
(Lots), they think of the criti-
cal decision that Esther made 
to give up her life if such 
were needed, for her people's 
salvation. 

3. I also think of the crucifixion 
of Jesus, not just the decision 
that Jesus made to go to the 
cross when he had other op-
tions out John 13:1-2), but I 
am thinking of the moment 
Jesus stood before Pilate in 
the Praetorium. Pilate of-
fered the choice of Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus, the 
Christ. Yes, Pilate had a deep 
heart struggle. Throughout 
the trial, he sensed that Jesus 
was an innocent man. After 
going to bed during the trial 
and after having a dream that 
Jesus was an innocent man, 
Pilate’s wife sent a message 
to Pilate, telling him not to 
have anything negative to do 
with Jesus (Cf. Matthew 
27:19). Pilate was persuaded 
(for a moment), but he was a 
weakling; he considered his 
political appointment. The 
people knew how vacillating 
Pilate was, and they shouted 
at him to the point that he 
stifled his conscience. In a 
last-ditch effort to offer the 
people what he called a 
choice, he said to the people, 
“Whom do you want me to 
release for you: Jesus Barab-

bas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” (Matthew 27:17). 
The people responded, 
"Crucify him. Give us Jesus 
Christ." Pilate relented and 
gave up Jesus. Pilate must 
have known before he went 
home that he had made the 
most destructive decisions of 
his life, but it was too late to 
change.  
 
As I think of these critical 

moments of decisions, I have 
often asked, "what was it that 
made the difference between 
Moses, Esther, and that of Pi-
late?" And I have concluded that 
one critical decision demands at 
least nine things, namely: 

 
1. A critical sense of judgment 

- Evaluating the facts 
2. Courage to know the differ-

ence  
3. Awareness of the temptation 

to stay in the valley of inde-
cision 

4. Understanding the anxiety to 
make the wrong decision 

5. Losing the opportunity to 
make the right decision 

6. Faith - the willingness to 
take the risk of decision 

7. Prayer for the wisdom to 
choose aright 

8. Responding to the pressure 
of the crowd 

9. Understanding the conse-
quences, not just for the im-
mediate, but the long term 
 
I will not deliberate on any of 

the nine things, but it is vital for 
you who read to ask yourself: 
How am I facing this moment of 
decision within the political 
sphere? How am I making my 
decision for how my children 
and I might live in the United 
States of America? How am I 
making my decision concerning 
the kingdom of God? 

There are moments of deci-
sion between truth and falsehood 
in every life, right and wrong, 
and the question is: How do we 
make or decisions?  

From  
The 
Pastor’s 
Heart 

OP-ED  BY  DR.  ROBERT  KENNEDY 

LLC, Bayonne, NJ; and $12,700 
for Scoles Floorshine, Ind., of 

Farmingdale, N.J.  In addition, a 
bid for concrete sidewalk repair 
in the amount of $237,000 was 
awarded to Pharos Enterprises, 
LLC, of South Amboy, NJ. 

A contract for Architectural 
Services in the amount of 
$23,800 was awarded to Arcari 
& Iovino Architects, PC, Little 

Ferry, NJ. 
According to the Request 

for Board Action, at the October 
20 meeting, the Board accepted 
funding from the Essex County 
Division of Training and Em-
ployment to provide Basic 
Skills/HSE Prep to 25 Out of 
School clients in the amount of 

$28,323.50 for the period begin-
ning September 28, 2020 and 
ending June 30, 2021. Also ap-
proved were dual enrollment 
with the Irvington Board of Edu-
cation and an updated memoran-
dum of understanding with the 
New Jersey City University - 
Alternate Route Certificate. 

COVID-19 FORCES ESSEX 

COUNTY COLLEGE TO MAKE 

BUDGET CUTS  

(Continued from page 7) 
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By Walter Elliott 
 
ORANGE - Board of education 
elections statewide are nonparti-
san - except apparently here in 
Orange for Nov. 3. 

"Local Talk " has noticed 
how the formerly known "Good 
to Great" team of E. Lydell 
Carter, Fatimah Turner and Jeff 
Wingfield have been increasing-
ly calling themselves "Orange 
Board of Education Democratic 
Team" on their printed materials 
since Oct. 1. 

A “Local Talk” delivery 
crew first noticed Carter/Turner/
Wingfield banners placed at key 
city intersections Oct. 15. 

The banners are headlined 
"Orange Board of Education," 
immediately followed below by 
"Democratic Team." Its third 
line has a "Biden Harris 2020" 
logo, followed by head shots 
and ballot locations of Wing-
field, Turner and Carter. 

Those banners also bear an 
"Orange Kids Matter" slogan 
and orange outlined raised fist 
logo. There is also another, pre-
existing OKM slate - Sharon 
Forde and Marsha Escalliere's 
"Our Kids Matter" team. 

The same crew, on their 
Oct. 22 deliveries, saw similar 
configured signs on some city 
front lawns - and, in the Orange 
Post Office's lobby, a stack of 
"Orange Board of Education 
Democratic Team Official 
Democratic Voter Guide." 

The guides are double-sided 
12-in. by 10-in. palm cards 
whose front has a configuration 
similar to the said banners and 
lawn signs. By front, there is a 
"Local Postal Customer" ad-
dress, a USPS EDDM Retail 
postage paid square and a 528 
Nassau St. return address. 

Turning the guide card to its 
back side, there is a copy of two 
mail-in ballot lines - Line A for 
Democratic Party candidates 
from President to 3rd District 
County Freeholder and Line I 
for Orange's members of the 
Board of Education. 

Line I has Wingfield, Turner 
and Carter's ballot places high-
lighted in yellow in the midst of 
the other six OBOE candidate's 
names and slogans blurred out. 
Right below these three candi-
dates' names and "Good to 
Great" slogans, however, each 
have "Democratic Party" names. 

Line A, looking back up, 
also has yellow highlighting for 
the team's preferred candidates - 
and the superimposed 
"Democratic Party" labels. 

"To: Orange Residents, Par-
ents and Students," reads a blue-
backgrounded portion, "Support 
Biden-Harris 2020 & The Or-
ange Board of Education Demo-
cratic Team." 

The team's campaign mate-
rials have "Local Talk," and 
maybe you, asking, "How did a 
nonpartisan board of education 
election become politically par-
tisan?" 

"Local Talk," before contin-
uing, would question the Re-
publican Party or any other par-
ty in any other of our towns' 
BOE elections on this matter. 

Orange, indeed, is having its 
fifth board of education election 
Nov. 3 - and third straight on 
the November General Election 
ballot - since a majority of city 
voters approved switching the 
formerly mayor-appointed 
board to voter-elected in 2017. 

The team's materials, which 
mention "Democratic" or 
"Democrat" up to seven times 
on a side, are not designed out 
of ignorance or accident. 

Wingfield, who is running 
for re-election, and Carter, who 
is looking to return to the board, 
were originally appointed by 
Mayor Dwayne D. Warren. 
Warren, who won his third 
straight term in last May's non-
partisan election, is a member 
of the Orange Democratic Com-
mittee. 

"Local Talk" called Clifford 
Ross - the city's Democratic 
Committee Chairman and newly
-elected Councilman-at-Large - 
with the same number given by 
two sources 7 p.m. Oct. 27.  

"Local Talk" will not learn 
of the committee's consent to 
having the BOE candidates use 
the Democratic name or of the 
committee's involvement in the 
campaign. "I cannot talk now. 
Wrong number," was the re-
ceived text message. 

Meanwhile, "Local Talk" 
turned to the New Jersey School 
Boards Association. The 
NJSBA had been advocating for 
non-partisan school board elec-
tions since before 80 percent of 
public school districts, includ-
ing Orange, moved their elec-
tions from April to join the 

General Election ballot. 
It was the NJSBA who helped 

design your Vote By Mail Ballot 
to keep the BOE elections sepa-
rate from the rest of the General 
Election ballot. County boards of 
elections and clerks, at the organ-
ization's urging, have the school 
board candidates on the second, 
or back page. 

The NJSBA referred "Local 
Talk" to a link onto its 56-page 
2020 School Board Election 
Guide. This guide, in turn, refer-
ences NJSA 19:60-1. That statute 
declares that "no political party 
designation may appear on the 
school board election ballot." 

The state statute citation is in 
reply to the guide's Question No. 
43: Can candidates be endorsed 
by a political party? That para-
graph noted that "the Commis-
sioner of Education has tradition-
ally frowned upon political party 
endorsements of school board 
members, as school elections 
should be non partisan." 

NJSBA, in its correspondence 
to “Local Talk,” noted that they 
have noticed “increasing endorse-
ment of school board candidates 
by party officials.” 

So, the "Orange BOE Demo-

cratic Team," by keeping "Good 
to Great" on the ballot, is adher-
ing to the letter of NJSA 19:60-1. 

But will we be seeing more 
BOE Democratic - or Republican 
- or, say, Garden Party Team in 
our future? Will we wind up vot-
ing for school board members on 
the basis of their party affiliation? 

Part of what the State Educa-
tion Commissioner and the 
NJSBA has dreaded has hap-
pened in the wake of the 2011-18 
massive school board election 
shift to November. 

Some political party elected 
officials and/or candidates have 
endorsed school board candi-
dates. There have been some 
teams running for Newark Public 
School Board of Education seats 
who have had a constellation of 
officials endorsing them on their 
materials. 

Some among the voting elec-
torate have bemoaned how gov-
ernance on the federal, state, 
county and/or municipal levels 
have been replaced by party poli-
tics. Will this trend enter the 
board of education level? 

That is an answer only the 
registered voter can answer on or 
before 8 p.m. Nov. 3.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNITED STATES 

 
Amy Coney Barrett  

Appointed to  
Supreme Court 

 
One of the most prestigious 

in the United States has been 
filled - and it literally took just 
one month. 

On Sept. 26, 7th District 
Court of Appeals Judge Amy 
Coney Barrett was nominated by 
President Donald Trump to take 
a seat on the Supreme Court, 
which was vacated by the heart-
breaking death of Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. One month lat-
er, on Oct. 26, she was con-
firmed by a 52-48 near-party line 
vote, with Republicans sans Su-
san Collins (R-ME) making up 
the 52, and Democrats in full 
opposition at 48. That same 
night, Trump held a White 
House ceremony, where Barrett 
was sworn in by Justice Clarence 
Thomas. The next day, she was 
sworn-in again by Chief Justice 
John Roberts. 

While practically all the 
Democrats have suggested that 
karma is coming for the GOP, 
who hastily rushed the confirma-
tion process “just because they 
could,” some Republicans feel 
that this action was karma for 
the Democrats, who impeached 
President Trump in 2018 “just 
because they could.” 

Barrett is a native of New 
Orleans, is married, and a moth-
er to seven children - including 
two adopted children from Haiti. 
They currently live in South 
Bend, Indiana. She once served 
as a clerk under the late Justice 
Antonin Scalia. 

 
NXIVM Founder  
Keith Raniere  

Gets 120 Years 
 
On Oct. 27, Keith Raniere, 

the founder and leader of 
Nxivm, was sentenced to 120 
years in prison by United States 
District Judge Nicholas G. 
Garaufis in federal court in 
Brooklyn.  Raniere was convict-

ed by a federal jury in June 2019 
of racketeering, racketeering 
conspiracy, sex trafficking, at-
tempted sex trafficking, sex traf-
ficking conspiracy, forced labor 
conspiracy and wire fraud con-
spiracy. The Court also imposed 
a fine of $1,750,000. 

At the sentencing hearing, 
the Court heard victim impact 
statements from 15 individuals, 
including “Camila,” the victim 
who was sexually exploited by 
Raniere when she was 15 years 
old.  A hearing on victim restitu-
tion will be held at a later date. 

Seth D. DuCharme, Acting 
United States Attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York, 
William F. Sweeney, Jr., Assis-
tant Director-in-Charge, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, New 
York Field Office (FBI), and 
Jonathan D. Larsen, Special 
Agent-in-Charge, Internal Reve-
nue Service-Criminal Investiga-
tion, New York Field Office 
(IRS-CI), announced the sen-
tence. 

“The 120-year sentence im-
posed on Keith Raniere today is 
a measure of his appalling 
crimes committed over a dec-
ade,” stated Acting United States 
Attorney DuCharme. “Raniere 
exploited and abused his victims 
emotionally, physically and sex-
ually for his personal gratifica-
tion. It is my hope that today’s 
sentence brings closure to the 
victims and their families.”  

Mr. DuCharme extended his 
grateful appreciation to the De-
partment of Homeland Security, 
Homeland Security Investiga-
tions, the New York State Police 
and the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Northern District 
of New York for their valuable 
assistance during the investiga-
tion and prosecution. 

“Raniere’s reign of control 
over the women he scarred, both 
physically and emotionally, is 
the making of a horror story. It is 
inconceivable to think of the 
sexual exploitation, abuse, seclu-
sion, and mind control his vic-
tims suffered - at his direction. 
Today the judge has given him 
120 years to think about whether 
or not the torture he inflicted on 
others for more than a decade, 
and the distress he brought to 
their families, was worth it in the 
end,” stated FBI Assistant Direc-
tor-in-Charge Sweeney. 

Raniere led a criminal rack-
eteering enterprise and relied on 
an “inner circle” of co-

conspirators to carry out his or-
ders.  The purpose of the enter-
prise was to promote Raniere 
and to recruit individuals into 
purported self-help organizations 
that Raniere founded, including 
Nxivm and DOS (“Dominus Ob-
sequious Sororium”). Raniere 
and his co-conspirators commit-
ted a wide range of criminal ac-
tivity, including sex trafficking, 
forced labor, alien smuggling, 
wire fraud and obstruction of 
justice. 

Specifically, Raniere sexual-
ly exploited “Camila,” then a 15-
year-old child, and took photo-
graphs of his abuse. At the time, 
Raniere was 45 years old. Rani-
ere and his co-conspirators also 
trafficked “Daniela” for labor 
and services and confined her to 
a room for nearly two years in an 
attempt to force Daniela to do 
work for him. Daniela was told 
that if she left the room, she 
would be sent to Mexico without 
any identification documents.  

Daniela went months without 
human contact and was denied 
prompt medical care. During this 
time, Daniela wrote hundreds of 
letters to Raniere pleading to be 
released from her confinement. 
Daniela testified at trial that 
while confined to the room, she 
contemplated suicide.  

In late 2015, Raniere created 
and led DOS, a secret organiza-
tion in which women were re-
cruited under the false pretense 
of joining a women-only men-
torship group, later discovering 
that they had taken “vows of 
obedience” to women who were 
“slaves” to Raniere. Prospective 
DOS victims were required to 
provide “collateral” - including 
damaging confessions about 
themselves and loved ones 
(truthful or not), rights to finan-
cial assets, and sexually explicit 
photographs and videos - to pre-
vent them from leaving the 
group or disclosing its existence 
to others.  

Raniere required DOS 
“slaves” to take nude photo-
graphs, perform labor, and in 
some cases, to engage in sex acts 
with him. As proved at trial, the 
victims “Nicole” and “Jay” were 
among the DOS victims directed 
to have sex with Raniere.  

Each of Raniere’s co-
defendants previously pleaded 
guilty. In September 2020, Clare 
Bronfman was sentenced to 81 
months’ imprisonment after hav-
ing been convicted of conspiracy 

to conceal and harbor aliens for 
financial gain and fraudulent use 
of personal identification infor-
mation. The remaining co-
defendants are awaiting sentenc-
ing. On March 12, 2019, Nancy 
Salzman, Nxivm’s president and 
co-founder, pleaded guilty to 
racketeering conspiracy. On 
March 25, 2019, Lauren Salz-
man, a first-line “master” in 
DOS, pleaded guilty to racket-
eering and racketeering conspir-
acy. On April 8, 2019, actress 
Allison Mack, another first-line 
“master” in DOS, pleaded guilty 
to racketeering and racketeering 
conspiracy. On April 19, 2019, 
Kathy Russell, a bookkeeper for 
Nxivm, pleaded guilty to visa 
fraud. 

The government’s case is 
being handled by the Office’s 
Organized Crime and Gangs 
Section. Assistant United States 
Attorneys Tanya Hajjar, Mark J. 
Lesko and Kevin Trowel are in 
charge of the prosecution.  As-
sistant United States Attorney 
Karin Orenstein of the Office’s 
Civil Division is handling forfei-
ture matters.  

 

EUROPE 
 

COVID-19 Spread  
Draws Concerns 

 
COVID-19 is now the fifth 

leading cause of death in Eu-
rope, where nearly 700,000 cas-
es were reported this week: the 
highest weekly incidence since 
the pandemic began in March, 
the regional head of the UN 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) told journalists on Oct. 
15.  

Dr. Hans Henri P. Kluge said 
the tightening up of restrictions 
by governments is “absolutely 
necessary” as the disease contin-
ues to surge, with “exponential 
increases” in cases and deaths.  

“The evolving epidemiologi-
cal situation in Europe raises 
great concern: daily numbers of 
cases are up, hospital admissions 
are up, COVID-19 is now the 
fifth leading cause of death and 
the bar of 1,000 deaths per day 
has now been reached,” he re-
ported. 

Dr. Kluge said overall, Eu-
rope has recorded more than sev-
en million cases of COVID-19, 
with the jump from six million 
taking just 10 days. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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By William Hathaway 
 
For the first time since 1988, 

the Los Angeles Dodgers are 
World Series champions. LA 
finished off the Tampa Bay Rays 
3-1 in Game 6 of the Fall Clas-
sic, giving their city its second 
title in as many months, joining 
the Lakers. Dodgers star Corey 
Seager was named the MVP.  

Pro football in this area is 
still a joke. First, the Giants held 
an 11-point at the Eagles, on 
Thursday Night Football, only to 
blow it and lose 22-21. The low-
light of the game saw NY QB 
Daniel Jones reel off an 80 yard 
run, only to stumble over his 
own feet before scoring. 

Meanwhile, the Jets were 
just as bad, if not worse. Despite 
not giving up a touchdown at 
home to the bills, Gang Green 
lost 18-10. One reason for the 
loss had to be the Jets putting up 
just 4 total yards of offense in 
the second half. Again, 4 yards. 

In other NFL news, the Pitts-
burgh Steelers are now the 
league’s only undefeated team at 
6-0. Also, current Browns WR 
and former Giant Odell Beck-
ham, Jr. is out for the season 
with a torn ACL. Finally, despite 
his suspension, the Buccaneers 
signed receiver Antonio Brown. 

In Essex County high school 
football, the Orange Tornadoes 
and the Columbia Cougars 
clashed with latter winning 39-
28. In East Orange, West Orange 
came in and upset the Jaguars 17
-7. East Orange is now 3-1 on 
the season. The Irvington Blue 
Knights improved to 3-1 after a 
strong 49-22 win at North Ber-
gen 49-22. 

The second Greg Schiano era 
at Rutgers got off to a great start, 
with the Scarlet Knights winning 
at Michigan State 38-27. This 
marked RU breaking a 21 game 
losing streak in the Big Ten 
Conference.  

legislation to protect the Afford-
able Care Act, improve our roads 
and bridges, grow our small 
businesses, and increase educa-
tional opportunities for all stu-
dents. 
 
DS: Do you think that the Demo-
crats will control both the House 
and Senate after next month’s 
election. If so, by how many 
seats? 
 

Rep. Payne, Jr.: I do not like to 
speculate on elections. I know 
there are several polls that seem 
to indicate a strong showing for 
Democratic candidates in No-
vember, but they are just polls. 
Voters are the ones who deter-
mine elections. We will know 
the answer to that question after 
the votes are counted in Novem-
ber. I am much more focused on 
trying to get coronavirus re-
sources and aid to the people and 
communities in New Jersey’s 
Tenth Congressional District. 
 

DS: At the end of 2018, the 
House voted to impeach Presi-
dent Donald Trump. If Trump is 
re-elected, should House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi step down from 
her post? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: Again, that is a 
question for voters to decide be-
cause they determine the politi-
cal power in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Personally, I 
have a great relationship with 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
and I think she has been a strong 
leader in the House as well as the 
Democratic Party.   
 
DS: With all the election buzz 
going on right now, would you 
ever consider a run for the White 
House? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: No. I am a son 
of Newark and the Tenth Con-
gressional District. I am proud to 
represent my hometown and dis-
trict in Congress. I could not im-
agine a better or more rewarding 
job than the one I have right 
now.   
 
DS: Do you have any message 
for your constituents? 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: Yes, I want to 
tell them that we will defeat the 
coronavirus. But we need to be 
smart, considerate, and safe until 
that time. Please wear masks and 
follow social distancing guide-
lines. I have read about possible 
increases in infection rates 
around the country. I do not want 
that to happen in New Jersey. So, 
when you vote, make sure you 
do it through the mail, drop it off 
at a ballot box, or practice safe 
behavior when you go to the 
polls. Again, we will get through 
this public health crisis. 
 
DS: Thank you very much for 
your valuable time. Best of luck 
in the upcoming election. 
 
Rep. Payne, Jr.: Thank you and 
let me know if you need any-
thing else.  

INTERVIEW WITH  

CONGRESSMAN  

DONALD PAYNE, JR.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Heritage House Apartments 
50 South Munn Ave., East Orange, NJ 07018 
A PRESTIGIOUS SENIOR COMMUNITY 

We are currently accepting applications for studios and one bed 
rooms in our 204 Unit Apartment Building! The property has 
undergone exterior and interior renovations including a completely 
new exterior, new elevator, newly installed hallway carpeting, and 
upgraded community room with computer lab and improvements to 
most apartment units. Heritage House is conveniently located near 
shopping, health care facilities, mass transportation and major 
thoroughfares. 
 

Apartment/Community Features: 
 

• Newly renovated accessible and barrier-free units 
• Fully Equipped Modern kitchens 
• Plenty of closet space 
• On site laundry facility 
• Attended Lobby Entrance 
• 24 HR Emergency call w/On Site Maintenance 
• Recreational Community Room 
• Lovely picturesque outdoor garden sitting area. 
• Free on-site indoor garage parking 
• Window Treatments 

Annual Income 
Qualifications: 

**Maximum income 
$38,460.00 – 1 person 
$43,920.00 – 2 persons 

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 
 

Heritage House does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the 
admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally 

assisted programs and activities.  A senior executive has been designated 
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements 
contained in the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

regulations implementing Section 504 (24 CFR, part 8 dated June 2, 
1988). You may address your request for review or reconsideration to:  

Senior Vice President, Related Management Company, LP,  
423 W. 55th St, 9th Fl. NY, NY 10019,  

(212) 319-1200, NY  
TTY 1-800-662-1220 

 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

Open Monday - Friday  
9:00 am to 5:00 pm  
Call: 973-677-9111  

TTY: 1-800-852-7899  
or Stop by!  

Municipality  10-21-2020  10-28-2020  Deaths  Deaths  

Belleville  1273 1352 67 67 

Bloomfield  1336 1403 69 69 

Caldwell  147 152 11 11 

Cedar Grove  518 528 114 114 

East Orange  2202 2258 233 232 

Essex Fells  39 42 2 2 

Fairfield  206 209 17 17 

Glen Ridge  55 59 9 9 

Irvington  1680 1744 162 162 

Livingston  605 631 71 71 

Maplewood  386 398 27 27 

Millburn  191 199 6 6 

Montclair  567 589 52 52 

Newark  9511 10520 672 670 

North Caldwell  82 84 4 4 

Nutley  631 666 36 36 

Orange  1162 1214 93 92 

Roseland  111 124 14 14 

South Orange  147 164 5 5 

Verona  188 204 14 14 

West Caldwell  326 334 49 49 

West Orange  1493 1558 186 186 

Total  22856 24432 1913 1909 

OTHER COVID-!9 TALLIES (As of 10-28-2020) 

NJ: 232,997 cases / 14,531 deaths (Plus 1,793 probable) 

United States (approx.): 8.838 Million / 227,500 deaths 

Worldwide (approx.): 44.31 Million / 1.17 Million deaths 

Weekly Statistics from Oct. 21 - Oct. 28, 2020 
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Don’t Get Tangled Up  
In The Web Of  

Domestic Violence!  
 
This is how the New Jersey 

Prevention of Domestic Vio-
lence Act works in New Jersey.  
One party, for our example, your 
girlfriend either shows up at the 
courthouse or at the local police 
station claiming that you two 
share a child and that you have 
abused her. The allegation is that 
you “grabbed her wrist” (simple 
assault) and “prevented her from 
leaving” (criminal restraint) after 
having followed her in your car 
for the past week (stalking) and 
sending her 300 text messages 
and leaving 100 voicemail mes-
sages during the week 
(harassment). 

You finally caught up with 
her when you sneaked into her 
house from the deck, (criminal 
trespass) you stole her phone to 
prevent her from calling the po-
lice (criminal mischief) and you 
threatened to kill her if she re-
fused to at least hear you out. 
(terroristic threats). She tells a 
judge about this sad sequence of 
events and he issues a temporary 
restraining order. So now what! 

You say she’s off her rocker 
because when she alleges that all 

of these events were happening, 
you were home sick with a cold. 
You did not speak to anyone 
during the week, you were too 
sick to talk on the phone. You 
spent the week sipping hot tea 
and downing cough medicine. 
You don’t have any witnesses.  

She tells the judge about all 
of the other times when you har-
assed her or stalked her or took 
possession of her phone to make 
her bend to your will. She cries 
and if you didn’t know better, 
you would have believed her.  

The judge considers the six 
factors the statute requires: his-
tory of domestic violence, her 
immediate danger, the financial 
circumstances of the parties, and 
the best interest of the victim 
and the child. Thank goodness 
there are no prior restraining or-
ders for him to consider.  

At the end of the day, the 
judge believes her, particularly 
when she starts to cry and tell 
him how afraid she was when 
you threatened to kill her, and 
the judge issues a Final Restrain-
ing Order. We refer to the final 
restraining order as an “FRO”. 
You are 20, and she is 19 when 
all of this occurs. The baby is a 
year old. 

 
The Penalties 
 
Because she is “so very 

afraid of you,” the judge deter-
mines that to protect her and the 
child’s safety, girlfriend and the 
baby are allowed to relocate to 
California to live with grandma. 
Because there is an FRO, you 
are not provided an address 
where your child is located, but 
you do get a cell phone number, 
the right to Facetime every day 
between 4 and 7 PST (7 PM and 
10 PM eastern standard time) to 
see the baby and to speak with 
her. You get two weeks every 
summer and Christmas when the 
baby is three years old.  

This is bad. This is really 

bad. Your heart breaks. The 
judge could order a fine between 
$50 and $500, and because you 
have frightened girlfriend nearly 
to death, you get the high end.  
Your fine is $500. You pay up, 
and try to hope summer comes 
early. 

Three months after she 
moves to California, the grand-
mother dies, she gets a new cell 
phone, moves to another loca-
tion, and you lose all contact 
with her (not such a big deal) 
and the baby! Your heart is bro-
ken. You miss your daughter. 
Your parents miss their grand-
child!   

You plough on. You finish 
Essex County College, and then 
go on to Rutgers where you earn 
a decree and you are on your 
way to being a teacher and a fine 
upstanding member of society. . 
. or so you think.   

A conviction under the New 
Jersey Prevention of Domestic 
Violence Act results in some of 
the harshest penalties in the 
country. Not only could your 
contact with your children be 
restricted or loss completely, but 
entry into the National domestic 
violence registry could have a 
devastating impact on your life. 

Once a final restraining order 
is issued, you will be fingerprint-
ed, your DNA taken, and your 
name recorded in the NATION-
AL domestic violence registry. 
Many employers will check the 
registry as the do the back-
ground check before you are of-
fered employment. Unfortunate-
ly, if your name appears in the 
registry, you are not likely to get 
the job, and you certainly are not 
likely to get a teaching job in 
New Jersey. And, oh! Did I 
mention that the registry is a 
“national” registry? This means 
that even if you move to Texas, 
you could be denied employ-
ment in Texas because the Texas 
employer can check the registry 
as well.   

Did I mention the part about 
if your name gets into the regis-
try, it is virtually impossible to 
remove it? Did I mention that an 
FRO in New Jersey do not ex-
pire? An FRO issued in New 
Jersey is valid and enforceable 
forever, at least until you die, 
and the only way to vacate a 
FRO is for the “victim” to come 
into court and ask the judge to 
vacate the order. She has to testi-
fy that circumstances have 
changed, and she no longer fears 
you.  

In our case, you have not 
seen the girlfriend (nor your 
child) in years. You have no idea 
where she is, and to complicate 
matters there are federal laws on 
the books that prevent the post 
office from revealing her ad-
dress. The problem is further 
complicated by the fact that you 
can’t even speak with her to see 
if she will vacate the order with-
out violating the no contact or-
der. 

But you have indirectly 
heard from her when you got a 
notice from the court that girl-
friend seeks child support, and 
the court orders you to pay $125 
per week for the support of the 
child. The fact that you have no 
parenting time, the fact that you 
have not seen the child in years, 
nor the fact that none of this is 
fair because the whole thing is 
based on a lie will justify not 
paying child support. 

 
The Moral of the Story  
 
You have to make hard 

choices. If you don’t, the penal-
ties can consume your entire life.   
The best time to fight a restrain-
ing order is at the beginning. Do 
not think that because she is ly-
ing, that the truth will come out, 
and the judge will see in an in-
stant that this is all made up. It is 
a lot cheaper to put up a good 
legal fight early than to try to 
untangle the web later.  

Cassandra Savoy, Esq.  
OP/ED 

Within two weeks, daily case 
totals surpassed 120,000 for the 
first time, and on both Saturday 
and Sunday, reaching new rec-
ords. However, he stressed that 
the region has not returned to the 
early days of the pandemic. 

“Although we record two to 

three times more cases per day 
compared to the April peak, we 
still observe five times fewer 
deaths. The doubling time in 
hospital admissions is still two to 
three times longer,” he said, add-
ing “in the meantime, the virus 
has not changed; it has not be-
come more nor less dangerous.” 

Dr. Kluge explained that one 
reason for the higher case rates is 
increased COVID-19 testing, 

including among younger peo-
ple. This population also partly 
accounts for the decreased mor-
tality rates. 

“These figures say that the 
epidemiological curve rebound 
is so far higher, but the slope is 
lower and less fatal for now. But 
it has the realistic potential to 
worsen drastically if the disease 
spreads back into older age co-
horts after more indoor social 

contacts across generations,” he 
warned. 

Looking ahead, Dr. Kluge 
admitted that projections are 
“not optimistic.” 

Reliable epidemiological 
models indicate that prolonged 
relaxing of policies could result 
in mortality levels four to five 
times higher than in April, with 
results visible by January 2021.  

WORLD NEWS FLASH  

(Continued from page 12) 
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He stressed the importance of main-
taining simple measures already in place, 
as the modelling shows how wearing 
masks, coupled with strict control of so-
cial gathering, may save up to 281,000 
lives across the region by February.  

This assumes a 95 percent rate for 
mask use, up from the current rate, which 
is less than 60 percent.  

 

RUSSIA 
 

Six Russian Hackers Charged  
with Using Highly  

Destructive Malware 
 
On Oct. 15, a federal grand jury in 

Pittsburgh returned an indictment charg-
ing six computer hackers, all of whom 
were residents and nationals of the Rus-
sian Federation (Russia) and officers in 
Unit 74455 of the Russian Main Intelli-
gence Directorate (GRU), a military intel-
ligence agency of the General Staff of the 
Armed Forces. 

These GRU hackers and their co-
conspirators engaged in computer intru-
sions and attacks intended to support Rus-
sian government efforts to undermine, 
retaliate against, or otherwise destabilize: 
(1) Ukraine; (2) Georgia; (3) elections in 
France; (4) efforts to hold Russia account-
able for its use of a weapons-grade nerve 
agent, Novichok, on foreign soil; and (5) 
the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympic 
Games after Russian athletes were banned 
from participating under their nation’s 
flag, as a consequence of Russian govern-
ment-sponsored doping effort. 

Their computer attacks used some of 
the world’s most destructive malware to 
date, including: KillDisk and Industroyer, 
which each caused blackouts in Ukraine; 
NotPetya, which caused nearly $1 billion 
in losses to the three victims identified in 
the indictment alone; and Olympic De-
stroyer, which disrupted thousands of 
computers used to support the 2018 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics. The in-
dictment charges the defendants with con-
spiracy, computer hacking, wire fraud, 
aggravated identity theft, and false regis-
tration of a domain name. 

According to the indictment, begin-
ning in or around November 2015 and 
continuing until at least in or around Oc-
tober 2019, the defendants and their co-
conspirators deployed destructive mal-
ware and took other disruptive actions, for 
the strategic benefit of Russia, through 
unauthorized access  to victim computers 
(hacking). 

Cybersecurity researchers have 
tracked the Conspirators and their mali-
cious activity using the labels “Sandworm 

Team,” “Telebots,” “Voodoo Bear,” and 
“Iron Viking.” 

The charges were announced by As-
sistant Attorney General John C. Demers; 
FBI Deputy Director David Bowdich; 
U.S. Attorney for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania Scott W. Brady; and Special 
Agents in Charge of the FBI’s Atlanta, 
Oklahoma City, and Pittsburgh Field Of-
fices, J.C. “Chris” Hacker, Melissa R. 
Godbold, and Michael A. Christman, re-
spectively. 

The defendants and their co-
conspirators caused damage and disrup-
tion to computer networks worldwide, 
including in France, Georgia, the Nether-
lands, Republic of Korea, Ukraine, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States. 

NotPetya malware, for example, 
spread worldwide, damaged computers 
used in critical infrastructure, and caused 
enormous financial losses. Those losses 
were only part of the harm, however. For 
example, the NotPetya malware impaired 
Heritage Valley’s provision of critical 
medical services to citizens of the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania through its 
two hospitals, 60 offices, and 18 commu-
nity satellite facilities. The attack caused 
the unavailability of patient lists, patient 
history, physical examination files, and 
laboratory records.  

Heritage Valley lost access to its mis-
sion-critical computer systems (such as 
those relating to cardiology, nuclear medi-
cine, radiology, and surgery) for approxi-
mately one week and administrative com-
puter systems for almost one month, 
thereby causing a threat to public health 
and safety. 

The conspiracy to commit computer 
fraud and abuse carries a maximum sen-
tence of five years in prison; conspiracy to 
commit wire fraud carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in prison; the two 
counts of wire fraud carry a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in prison; intentional 
damage to a protected computer carries a 
maximum sentence of 10 years in prison; 
and the two counts of aggravated identity 
theft carry a mandatory sentence of two 
years in prison. 

The indictment also alleges false reg-
istration of domain names, which would 
increase the maximum sentence of impris-
onment for wire fraud to 27 years in pris-
on; the maximum sentence of imprison-
ment for intentional damage to a protected 
computer to 17 years in prison; and the 
mandatory sentence of imprisonment for 
aggravated identity theft to four years in 
prison.  

These maximum potential sentences 
are prescribed by Congress, however, and 
are provided here for informational pur-
poses only, as the assigned judge will de-
termine any sentence of a defendant.  

WORLD NEWS FLASH 
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